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TV's Heavy Fall Grid Lineup; NBC 


Blueprints Four-In-One Coverage 


a+ 


will launch 
system of col- 
this fall, 
the 


television 
new 
coverage 

feeding 


NBC 
revolulionary 
lege football 
simultaneously 


games in the east 
tions divided into simulated re- 
gional webs. To carry out the 


plan, the network's remote cameras 
on certain Saturdays will pick up 
as many as four different games, 
each of which will be aired by 
three or four stations in the home 
team’s vicinity. 

With the other video 
also expected to devote consider- 
able time to football this fall, 
broadcasters are steadily refuting 
the contention of the web’s de-em- 
phasis on sports. It had been 
thought that, because of commer- 
cial commitments, they would be 
forced to leave sports coverage to 
indie stations. But NBC, as one 
example, even without baseball is 
carrying more sports events this 
year than it ever has. Web now 
has the trotting races two nights 


networks 


top | 
to various sta- ! 
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Menjou’s Lectures 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Adolphe Menjou starts out on his 
first lecture tour Oct. 16, when he 
does seven weeks of gabfesting for 
Columbia Lecture Bureau. Tour, 
which sold out already, runs 
coast to coast, and includes appear- 
ances at Duluth, U. of Michigan, 
Michigan State College, Detroit 
and Indianapolis Town Halls, and 
various schools and clubs. 


is 


These dates are in addition to 
Menjou’s radio program, ‘Meet 
the Menjous,”’ with wife Verree 


Teasdale, and films. 


Fabian Pitching 
For World Series 


a week, has covered races from the | 


big tracks and all the major tennis | 
and golf tournaments in the Great- | 
er N.Y. area and tees off its Fri- | 
day night fight schedule in Sep- 


tember. 
Football plan, in fact, shows the 


marked increase made by NBC in 


Sports coverage. Two years ago, 
(Continued on page 63) 


30. PACIFIC’ ADVANCE 
BIGGEST YET AT 5006 


Instead of decreasing, the de- 
mand for tickets to “South Pacific” 
continues to grow. The cash ad- 





vance for the Richard Rodgers- | 


Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, musical 
has now topped $500,000 in mail 
orders and window sale, excluding 
broker allotments. The total was 
4 record $430,000 when the show 
opened last April. Some time ago 
the figure reportedly dropped to 
more than $300,000, but it has since 
climbed to what is believed to be 
an all-time high. 

Probably as a result of the ticket 
Probe being conducted by 
York City investigations commis- 
sioner John M. Murtagh, there is 
now little talk of scalping in “South 
eaeitic” Seats. But, according to 
hese associated with the produc- 
tion, requests for “house seats” are 
& Worse headache than ever. 


Concentration Camp Pic 
-Fatal to Film Critic 


op Tel Aviv, Aug. 16. 

wes ithin a few hours after having 
Crh the Polish film, “Ostatni Etep” 
ing nd Last Stop”), at a press show- 
eritic Me. Aviv Saturday (13), film 
attack ax Libmann died of a heart 


Film deal 
Concentrati 
azis, 





S with life in a femme 
on camp under the 
Part of Libmann lost the greater 
of his family in the Auschwitz 


fath camp. He co a 
P ecreenin mplained after 


&ct on him. 





New | 


On Theatre Tel 


New York baseball fans may 
still get a chance to see the up- 


screen theatre television. Indie 
,circuit operator Si H. Fabian is 
| considering a pitch to baseball top- 
| pers and the network and sponsor 
'which carry the Series for home 
video, with the intention of screen- 
ing the games at his Brooklyn Fox 
theatre. 

Fabian declared last week that 
nothing definite has ensued yet, 
since no sponsor has yet been as- 
signed video rights to the Series, 
| but intimated he would seek the- 
atre TV permission once that has 
been decided. Fabian first became 
enamored of large-screen video 
when he carried the Walcott- 
Charles heavyweight championship 
fight several months ago through a 
deal worked out with NBC televi- 
sion and Gillette Safety Razor. It 
‘is believed the same two outfits 


(Continued on page 63) 





50 Years a Scribe 


Harry Hershfiela, veteran car- 
toonist-columnist, and easily the 
No. 1. after-dinner speaker for 
;marathon performances on the 


| “celery circuit,” is a man who re- 
| fused to come to his own dinner. 
Instead. he’s utilizing the 13th an- 
nual dinner for the (Alfred E.) 
| McCosker-Hershfield (Harry) Car- 
' diac Home, at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., next Dec. 3, as beneficiary 
of the kudos intended for his own 
‘golden anniversary . 

Hershfield started as a news- 
| paperman in San Francisco in 1899 
' and he has been a working journal- 
ist for 50 consecutive years. Not- 
ables from Hollywood to Broadway, 
plus civic, political and religious 
leaders wanted to honor him with 


off, 


coming World Series via large- | 


8 of its depressing ef-|a_super-fete, but he stalled aeat 


B'WAY LEGIT Gl 
FALLING SH 
By HOBE MORRISON 


| Out-of-town managers must 
duce their own legit shows, rather 
than depend on Broadway to sup- 
ply enough product to keep the 
road alive. That is the premise un- 
derlying exploratory talks held 
recently by a number of the- 
atre operators in key towns. Out of 
the confabs and the common need 
may come a cooperative producing 
set-up for touring shows 

With the number of touring 
Broadway productions steadily de- 
clining in recent years, local show- 
men have become progressively 
concerned, until some of the more 
| active ones are convinced that they 
| must take the initiative. As it is, 
!few houses outside the basic 
) United Booking Office circuit make 
| enough profit to warrant continu- 
| ing. They figure that unless they 
| can increase the number of legit 
'attractions they must go _ into 
|other booking fields or go out of 
| business entirely. Too many have 
done the latter in recent years. 

The local operators see fwo re- 
| cent developments as indicating the 
possibilities of cooperative produc- 
tion activity. 
reported last week, to form a five- 
city circuit for touring summer 
light opera productions. The other 
is the highly successful operation, 
now several seasons old, of the 

(Continued on page 60) 


TV in South Also 


Bans ‘Boundaries : 
Won't Play ‘Patsy 


Memphis, Aug. 23. 
Plans of producer Louis de 
Rochemont to screen “Lost Boun- 
daries” on television in Memphis 
‘and Atlanta, in answer to censor 
| bans against the film in both cities, 


| were kiboshed this week. TV sta- 
{tion managers in both cities re- 
fused to sell air time for the 


screenings on the assumption that 
they would only be “used” to help 
de Rochemont in his fight against 
the censors. As a result, de Roche- 
mont may be forced to seek a court 
test of the legality of the biuenose 


action. 
Ban of the Memphis board, after 
it had passed United Artists’ 


“Home of the Brave.” has puzzied 
the industry, since both films deal 
with the same anti-Negro discrim- 
ination themes. Lloyd T. Binford, 
censor board chairman, explained 
his action this week, however, with 
the assertion that ‘‘Boundaries” 
deals with “social equality between 
whites and Negroes in a way that 
we do not have in the south.” On 
the other hand, “Brave” was passed 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Jolson Parks bey 


Hollywood, Aug. 23 

Al Jolson will get together short- 
ly with Harry Cohn, Columbia Pic- 
tures prexy, just returned from a 
European vacation, on the proposi- 
tion of playing himself in a third 
biopic. 

Larry Parks personated Jolson 
in the original “Jolson Story’ and 
now the just releasing “Jolson 
Sings Again.” Incidentally, a 
double-featuring of both pictures 
on their reissue, three years hence 
is already being primed as part of 
a “Jolson Festival.” 


Upped Nitery Biz 
No Cue for Costly 
Names This Fall 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 
Upward swing of cafe grosses 
precipitated by the return of: 


cooler weather all over the country 
has given bonifaces confidence that 
the fall will bring a general upbeat 
in nitery trade. Many cates here 
;as well as elsewhere have picked 
'up sharply since the break in the 
recent heat wave. 

Despite the pickup, cafe owners 
are still wary on buying high- 
priced talent. Except for the few 
name turns that are always work- 
ing, traffic in high priced acts has 
been very sparse. One of the rea- 
sons ascribed is the general belief 
that act salaries will hit the to- 
boggan. Last year’s salaries won't 
be paid in most situations. Vaude 
pickup ties in directly inasmuch as 
most of the new playing time is 
made up of lower priced talent and 
most of the standard acts that are 
playing the vaude time are doing 
so at cut salaries. 

Another factor contributing to 
the decline in buying cafe names 
is the uncertainty of the Florida 
situation. 


*Timesquare, USA’ Carny 
N. Y. midtown hoteliers—26 of 
them—are sparking the new “lime- 
square, USA’ ballyhoo, and are 
priming for an early spring. three- 
day carnival as an annual event to 


put the spotlight on Broadway as a 
tourist attraction. 

Plugging the fact these hotels 
accommodate the entire popu- 
lation of New York; i.e., over 
8,000,000 transients per annum: 


that area contains 619 restaurants 


and eateries of all types and 
nationalistic epicurean tastes, 25 
churches, several hospitals (St 


Clares’s, Polyclinic, etc.i, $53,000.- 
000 in property values, etc., the aim 
; will be to offset the midway as- 
pects. 


| Briadway theatre in th 
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ing Off Radio 


ke of Giveaway Nix 


The Federal Communications 
Commission edict te give away the 
giveaways puts the radio accent 
right back on talent, accord- 
ing the talent agencies. Per- 
centers regard this their big- 
break in some time, even 
though the FCC action is stymied 


to 
as 


gesl 


by injunction and other’ court 
actions that the networks might 
take 


\s a result of the ban, agencies 
are dusting off radio packages that 
they had just about given up hopes 
ot selling. Instead of pitching the 
shows at the webs, they're going to 
the ad agencies and_ sponsors 
directly. Spiel to the show-buyers 
runs along the line that it ill be- 
comes a reputable firm to hang 


onto a show whose legality is un- 


der a cloud. 

In the event the sponsor is tied 
up with contracts on Santa Claus 
shows which have some time to 


run, percenter’s argument is that 
pact can be cancelled after Oct. 1 
since a contract cannot be en- 


forced if it is illegal to carry out 
its terms. 

The percenters are avoiding the 
networks on substitutions feeling 
that the webs would like to keep 


(Continued on page 63) 


MARY PICKFORD MAY 
DO AIR SHOW IN FALL 


Hollywood, Aug. 23 

Mary Pickford may do a radio 
show this fall, returning after 
nearly 15 years off the air. Since 
she has decided to move from Hol- 
lywood to N. Y. with her husband, 
Buddy Rogers, she has okayed ne- 
gotiations for an AM program if 
the right format turns up. Reps 
of ABC and NBC are already pitch- 
ing package ideas at her through 
her personal manager, Mal Boyd. 

Miss Pickford’s last radio ap- 
pearance was as star of the “Par- 
ties from Pickfair’ series, which 
originated during the 1930s from 
her Coast home via the CBS web. 
Rogers pacted last week with ABC 
tor both AM and television pro- 
grams, which start this fall from 
N. Y. Miss Pickford returned to 
the Coast yesterday (Tues.), follow- 
ing Rogers, who left last week 
3ovd is slated to fly back Friday 
(26). All three will return to N. Y. 
early next month. 


Irene Rich Set For 
WOR Radio-TV Show 
Irene Rich, vet screen and legit 
actress, is being primed for a series 
of programs on WOR, N. Y.. which 
will be set up for simulcasting over 
AM and TV. Format of the show 
has not been settled as yet but it 
will be angled for the femme dial- 
ers. Robert Bories will produce 
and Toni Taylor will write the 
series. 5 
Miss Rich, 
to reopen in 
show, “As the 








slated 
legit 
at the 


meantime, is 
Mike Todd's 
Girls Go,” 
Fall, 
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U.S. Films Grabbing Honors At Venice 


Fest: Visitor List 






| setae IN 
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Venice, Aug. 16. 

U. S. films, of which eight have | 
been entered for the 10th annual | 
International Film Festival here, | 


have grabbed off most of the | 
kudos thus far. Opening pic, on 
Aug. 11, which was “Snake Pit,” 
was enthusiastically received. 
Standout film today (16) was 
“Champion.” As a rule, Europeans 
don’t like fight pictures, but 
“Champion’s” story, combined 
with firstrate acting, caused this 
one to get raves. 

Eight U. S. films being shown 
here, in competition with films 
from 15 countries, are “Snake Pit”’ 
(20th), “The Three Caballeros” 


(RKO), “The Quiet One,” “Cham- 


pion” (UA “Johnny Belinda” 
(WB), “Look for the Silver Lin- 
ing” (WB), “The Secret Land” 
(M-G), and “Forgotten Village.” 

“The Quiet One,” which was pre- 
sented on the fifth night (15), 
turned out to be noisy, for the 
audience broke out in applause 
three times during the perform- 
ance. The Italians seemed aston- 
ished that the Americans ever 


made such a serious documentary 


Festival is being held at the 
Cinema Palace here. During the 
22 festival days, 42 films will be 


shown. Countries showing films 
are the U.S., Italy, England, 
France, India, Poland, Mexico, 
Belgium, Canada, Switzerland, Is- 
rael, Austria, Germany, Argentina 


and Jugoslavia. Most of these na- 
tions are showing only one or two 
pix. Besides the U. S. eight, Italy 


- is showing seven, and Great Brit- | 


ain five. 

Second day showing included 
Walt Disney’s “The Three Cabal- 
leros”’ and Jugoslavia’s “Sofka.” 
Disney film was shown in a special 
group called “Children’s Pictures 
Section” in separate contest. 

Third and fourth days’ showings 
were Switzerland’s “Combat With- 
out Hate,’ England’s “Blue La- 
goon” and “Scott of the Antarc- 

(Continued on page 63) 


Film Producers Bought 
In On One of Dempsey’s 


Pugs So Now He’s in Pix 


Indie production unit in which 


Jack Dempsey became a partner 


last week resulted from a _ turn- 
about-is-fair-play deal. 
mer heavyweight champ let his pic- 
ture partners buy into a fighter he 
owns, and they in turn took him in 
as a participant in the production 
company. 

Pards are Sam Stiefel and Harry 
M. Popkin, both of whom head units 
which distribute through United 


Artists, as will the new organiza- | 


tion. Deal started when Stiefel 
bought a chunk of Dempsey’s fight- 
er, a lad named Clarence Henry. 
Popkin, who also owns a large num- 
ber of theatres. heard about it, 
and likewise wanted in. 

Resultant arrangement found 
the three of them sharing the box- 
er and Dempsey the titular pro- 
ducer of what the announcement 
sez will be one or two pix a year 
backgrounded against an American 
sport. First to which the new Pop- 
kin-Stiefel-Dempsey label will be 
attached is the already-completed 
“Big Wheel.” It’s an auto racing 
pic starring Mickey Rooney and 
Thomas Mitchell. Producers up 
until this week were listed as 
Rooney and Stiefel. 


Reads Like N.Y.-L.A. 


clit. the MOSM A RACE 


OK for Sound 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
Len Levinson, Impossible 
Pictures prexy, has an inside 
line on the current wire-tap- 






VOSS Mewar 


ping investigation of Hoily- 
wood racketeers. 
He reports that Mickey 


Cohen now prefaces all his 
phone conversations with “The 
following is an electrical tran- 
scription.” 


REX HARRISONS MAY DO 
A PIC IN ITALY IN 50. “BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 


P | Completes 7-year run E! Capitan 
Rex Harrison, whose contract | Theatre, Hollywood, August 27. 
with “Anne of the Thousand Days” | OPENS Ziegfeld Theatre, N. 

expires Dec. 31, may make a film Sept. 6 
in Italy next spring with his wife, |” as 
Lilli Palmer, for an undisclosed 
producer. Couple, who returned 
to New York Friday (19) on the 
Ile de France, had been vacation- 
ing in Britain and Italy during 
“Anne’s” summer shutdown. | 
“Anne” resumed performances | 
on Monday (22). Miss Palmer, in- | . 
cidentally, is slated to start re- Paris, Aug. 16. 
hearsals late in October on the Al-| After a last fanfare meeting in 
drich-Myers upcoming __ legiter, the provincial city of Cahors, the 
“Caesar & Cleopatra.” She'll ap- Garry Davis World Citizen move- 
pear opposite Sir Cedric Hard- ment seems to be heading for a 
wicke. switch in organizational policy. 
‘Davis exchanged with his public 
'relations manager a couple open 
letters stating he was temporarily 
retiring for “study and medita- 
tion.’ which also might mean re- 
financing. 
Friends had advised him long 
go that what he needed most was 
good business manager, other- 


376th Week! 

3,832 Performances 

All-time long run record 
legitimate theatre. 
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Garry Davis Drops Exec 
Job on World Movement; 
To Study Refinancing 





Men’s Fashion Preview 
Uses Theatrical Forma 


The men’s apparel industry is 
turning to theatrical presentation ; 
to familiarize the public with its ¢ 
product. The newly formed Na- 
tional Fashion Previews of Men’s scheme for long. But he persisted 
Apparel, Inc., will hold the first in blinding himself to anything but 
nationwide fashion presentation in propaganda, regardless, getting 
the history of the men’s apparel deeper in the red as he progressed 
industry for seven days beginning instead of accumulating a surplus. 
Nov. 27 at the Boca Raton Club, | Angeied at first by a few sympa- 
Boca Raton, Fla. Show has been 


presentation, design and lighting , been in the red from the start. 

for the fashion preview will be| Davis, former Broadway legiter, 
under the supervision of Jo Miel- , who lives now at 7 Rue Brea, in 
ziner and Leonard Haber. ‘the heart of the Montparnasse dis- 


Format of the show, still in the trict, is devoting himself to pro- 


wise no private backing would per- | 
mit him to carry on with the 


thizers, including some American | 
budgeted at a near $500,000. Visual showmen currently in France, he’s | 


Wednesday, August 24, 1949 
ntl 
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Actors Equity Association 
| 45 West 47th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


| Gentlemen: 


| During the past six months, reputzble producers have ann 

_ approximately 50 new productions for the fall season, and vet ok 
is the middle of August and you can count those actually in re} ee - 
en the fingers of one glove. : enearsa] 

Broadway, of course, knows what the trouble is—mone, or 

the lack of it. It knows that, because of one thing or another 
day’s angels have folded their wings and that a producer who a, 
a show for a group of potential backers these nights is luck 

| enough to pay for the canapes and cocktails. 


Obviously, what the legitimate theatre needs most right n,; 
new set of angels who are willing to gamble on 
are all set to go. And if you’re inclined to listen 
you'll find this new set of angels—gents with 
money, who are not only willing but actually 
chances. 


And you won't have to look far. These gentlemen have the 
on Broadway, and if you don’t know them by name you undoubted) 
know them by sight. Yes, I’m talking about the ticket brokers, died 

| To hear them tell it, the reason they’re anxious to bankroll] 
productions is because they’re fed up with taking the rap for certaj 

thieving producers, theatre owners, company managers and box offi Z 
| treasurers. They’re unhappy about the bad notices they’ve been getting 
lately and, for a change, would like to buy blocks of tickets at boxoffice 
prices in advance of production, and are prepared to “eat” those tickets 
when they guess wrong. wins 

To make this possible, Equity of course would have to remove its ban 
on the “buy.” And, begging your pardon, it’s about time. Though the 
experiment was worthy in motive, what resulted from it. like Prohibi. 
tion, is a matter of record and regret. As everybody knows. bootleg 
tickets to some of the big hits this season have sold for as much as $50 
a seat—several times as much as the public paid for a “Follies” or a 
“Show Boat” during the years of the “buy.” 

A lot of us, of course, know the scandalous story behind the ticket 
scandal, certainly I do. But to put the ill-making details on paper—to 
explain the institution of “ice” and how it’s melted down—well that 
would involve blowing the whistle on a lot of guys I’ve chummed and 
bummed around with for years and, for reasons I won't bore it 
I’m not disposed to play “copper.” 

As the owner of a theatre, I get to see most of the musical scripts 
that are turned out these days, and in the past few months I've read at 
least five which shape up as potential boxoffice hits. But. so far, not 
one of them has ordered a dress or a stick of scenery because the pro- 
ducer hasn't been able to dig up more than half of the necessary money, 


It’s my belief that the ticket speculators, if given the chance to 
speculate on pre-opening ticket buys, would complete the financing of 
these shows, and five musical productions, gentlemen, mean the em- 
ployment of close to 1,000 actors, dancers, musicians. stagehands and 
other help around the theatre. And remember, I’m only talking about 
musicals. I understand that at least a dozen dramatic shows are ready 
to go into rehearsal as soon as dough is available for the necessary 
bonds and production expenses. 

Who would suffer? Nobody I know of, except possibly a few chiselers 
| who are stashing away dark-of-the-moon money in their vaults—little 

if any, of which ever shows up on their income tax returns, 


Respectfully, 


rather 
yester. 
0 auditions 
y if he raises 


Wis a 
the productions that 
: I can tell you Where 
fresh, green folding 
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ir offices 


Kroll certain 
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Billy Rose. 
Copyright, 1949, by Billy Rose j 


The for- 


planning stages, 
around skits or an overall plot, 


which in its telling will allow for | 
the presentation of the new gar-| 


ments. Idea is to employ char- 

acter actors fairly well known to 

the public to model the apparel. 
Approximately 500 retail execu- | 


tives will be cuffo guests at the | 





will be woven. 


paganda’ via recording speeches 
and inspirational material. He has 
relinquished executive or admin- 
istrative duties, which have been 
taken over by the Citizens of the 
World organization, as distinct 
from the Garry Davis personal 
company proper. 

Citizens of the World is run by 
Robert Sarrazac, earliest Davis 


week’s showing. Myron Kahn, , 
NFPMA’s executive director, is follower and closest associate, a 
producing. {former newspaperman, and_ is 
| housed on Boulevard Poissonniere 
in the building of the Societe Na- 
$763,360 Overlooked tionale de Presse, which has taken 


Beery Cash Discovered 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 
Executors of the estate of the 
late Wallace Beery discovered an 
item of $763,360, hitherto over- 
looked. The unexpected wealth, 
all in cash, was found in a safe de- 
posit box. It raises the value of 
the Beery estate to more than $2,- | 
000,000. 


Filed against the estate are two 
claims, one by Beery’s former wife, 
Mrs. Areta Foyt, for $1,000,000, and 
one for $104,135 by Mrs. Gloria 
Schumm, who declares Beery is the 
father of her son, Johan Richard 
Wallace Schumm. 
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over all newspapers published un- 
der German occupation. They is- 
sue, as the French branch of the 
organization, membership cards for 
a nominal 20c. 





Memorable First Nights 
_—___ By Emile Littler—___ 





London. 

The opening of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” at London’s largest theatre, 
the Coliseum, exceeded the most 
optimistic dreams ef the producer. 
The British audience—normally 
unemotional — cheered, laughed, 
and sang. There were speeches, 
in which everyone forgot to say 
the things everyone always wants 
to say. But the audience, not car- 
ing, cheered the merest words. 

The orchestra struck up a re- 
prise of one of the Irving Berlin 
songs and the cast sang. ‘‘More.” 
cried the audience, and the cast 
sang another song and another and 
another. The leading lady, Dolores 
Gray, casually mentioned that for 
her it was a double accasion as it 
was also her birthday. 


At that, someone in the gallery 
shouted for the orchestra to play 
“Happy Birthday,” so the cast and 
the entire house sang it together to 
the new star. The last streetcars 
had stopped and it was time for 
the late trains to leave, but the au- 
dience remained in the theatre to 
cheer and sing. 

So for the producer, at least. 
June 7, 1947, the opening of “An- 
nie Get Your Gun” in London was 
the all-time high for first-night en- 
thusiasm and excitement, 


Distributed by The 


Bell Syndicate, Ine, 


(Reprinted by Permission) 





Show Biz on Continent 
Blooey, Sez Lou Walters 


“There’s more show business in 
|New York than there is on the 
_whole Continent,” declared N. Y. | 
Latin Quarter operator Lou Wal- 
| ters, on his return from Europe on | 








the Ile de France, Friday (19), | 
_after a eight-week stay. From a 
quality standpoint, the entertain-. 
ment industry in America is way | 
ahead that of Europe, Walters | 
| stressed. On this trip he didn’t | 
visit England and the Scandi-| 
navian countries. 
_ “The semblance of life that Con- | 
tinental show business has is given | 
by U. S. acts. The Lido, Paris, for | 
|}example, has American acts, and 
it’s a good show,” Walters avers. 
“The four hours of ‘Folies Ber- 
gere, ” he continues, “is repetitious, 
and costumes are not so good. in 
the smart spots such as the Casino 
at Monte Carlo, the best-dressed 
women were either American or 
English. Even the style shows by 


some of the leading designers, had | 


ornamental rather than useful cos- 
tumes.” At one show, Walters 
pointed out, “one of the models 


fell and two men had to get out | 


on the floor to help her get up— 
the gown was that unwieldy.” 


In Italy, Walters said, he was 
urged by natives to catch a ter- 
rific, but otherwise unidentified 
colored act in suburb of Rome. 
After weeks of seeing second-rate 
shows, he went and was rewarded 
by a really sensational turn—the 
Nicholas 


Bros., a well-known 
American standard. 
The only item that Walters 


wanted to import was a ballet com- 
pany, the Roland Petrie troupe, 
which legit impresario Lee Shu- 
bert dissuaded him from signing. 
He later learned that Arthur 
Lesser pacted the outfit and the 


troupe will be presented this sea- | 


son in a Shubert house. 


Walters declared that he really 
put on an intensive search for 


U.S. FILMITES’ JOB FOR 
HOMELESS IN ECUADOR 


Quito, Ecuador, Aug. 23. 
Yank film reps here and the 
U. S. Dept. of State joined forces 
last week to provide entertainment 
on an emergency basis to the 300,- 


| 000 Ecuadorians made homeless by 
| the fierce earthquakes that shook 


the Ambato area 70 miles south of 
this capital city. American film 
men donated all the 16m feature 
prints they had in stock and the 
State Dept. provided portable 
projectors and generators to send 
free outdoor shows to the dis- 
traught and suffering populace. 

With all electric power out and 
virtually every building in the 
area down, the State Dept.’s mo- 
bile projectors were on the job two 
days after the quake hit. They 
continued to operate through the 
week. In addition to features, they 
showed the Dept.’s health shorts 
on steps to be taken to avoid 
dangers from impure water supply 
and other hazards. , 

Jack Connelly, State Dept-s 
newsreel rep from New York, flew 
here to supervise coverage of the 
quake scenes. 


De ne 





suitable talent either for his nitery 
or in theatres, but found little that 
was suited for his purposes. | 
femme singers he said, imitate 
Edith Piaf and Lucienne Boyer 
the males pattern’ themselves after 
Maurice Chevalier and ( harles 
Trenet. As for dancers, there was 
nothing outside the ballet. 

| Walters reported there are — 
/Major cities without any sembian 
‘of show business, and that at a 
height of the tourist season ie 
| Florence, Padua, Milan, Marseilles 
Rouen, Calais and some others a 


| 

little to offer except occasion 
vaudeville troupes. , 
The Latin Quarter impresa™ 


| concluded by stating he was ha 
to get back to New York—wW 
he can see some talent. 


/ 
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1. B. Mayer's VP. 


Title Prelude To 


Possible Divorcement of Loew's? 


Election of Louis B. Mayer to+ 


first vice-president of Loew's, Inc., 
Jast week was seen In some trade 
circles as a prelude to possible di- 
yorcement. Should the break 
come, appointment is said to clear 
the way for Mayer to become prez 
of the proaucing-distributing end, 


while Nicholas M. Schenck heads 


up the theatre company. 

This was given as the explana- 
tion why Mayer, for the first time 
in his 25 years with the company, 
has accepted a corporate post 
Previously he has always been in 
the position of a paid employee, 


although he has participated in 
profits. 

By taking the post of “first 
vp.” it is reported, he is in the 


logical position for a natural step- 
up to prexy if and when divorce- 
ment becomes final and Schenck 
chooses to stick with the theatres 
rather than with the less lucrative 
producing-distributing division. 
Another reason for the election 
of Mayer to the vice-presidency 
was said to establish him publicly 
as top man at the studio. There 
has never been any doubt within 
the organization that he holds that 
spot—as he has for a quarter of a 
century — but since Dore Schary 
was named production chief last 
year there has been Hollywood 
gossip as to the reltaive standing 
of the two men in the Metro heir- 
archy. This definition of duties 
is understood to have been one of 
the things that held up inking of 
Mayer’s new pact for a consider- 
able time. The announcement of 
its signing last week left no doubt 
as to Mayer’s standing, aside from 
the v.p. appointment. It read: 
“The announcement is made of 
the final signing of Mr. Mayer's 
new contract with the company. 
Mr. Mayer will continue as direc- 
tor of all M-G-M studio activities, 
as he has for the past 25 years. 
The board of directors of Loew’s, 
Inc., last week elected Mr. Mayer 
first vice-president. The term of 
his new contract is five years.” 


Col.’s 70-90% Terms For 
‘Jolson’ Augur Record 
Distrib Take in N.Y. 


“Jolson Sings Again” may pile 
up the highest distrib take of any 
film playing first time round in the 
New York metropolitan area be- 
cause of the pic’s strong start and 
the unusual terms which Columbia 
closed with the Loew’s circuit. Se- 
quel to “The Jolson Story” will hit 
every Loew’s nabe theatre in N. Y., 
day-and-date at advanced admis- 
sions. 

Theatre chain has agreed to pay 
a scaled rental for its nabes start- 
ing at 70% for the first week and 
dropping 10% each week until a 
40% floor is reached in the fourth 
stanza. As for Loew's State, Broad- 
Way showcase currently tenanting 
the “Jolson” first-run, Col is col- 
lecting 90% of the take after the 

Ouse nut is met. 

Film will not go directly into the 
0ew's nabe theatres after comple- 
tion of the State run as originally 
Planned. Because the Brooklyn 
Fabian-Fox follows the State, film 
Will play several weeks in that 
house before the day-and-date run 

gins. 


ELLIS ARNALL MAY RUN 
FOR GOV. AGAIN IN GA. 


tieetile Gov. Ellis Arnall is cut- 
pe down other activities to give 
oe time to his duties as presi- 
ian of the Society of Independent 
Wiad Picture Producers, he may 
Geer up running for governor of 
said hey again next summer. He 
Droache. week that he had been ap- 
ee by some friends there to 
Se © a candidate for the job 
once held. 
ho Bane” really want me—and it’s 
ng a run,” the free-swing- 
i. , sovernor declared. “I know 
® beat that guy.” “That 
(Continued on page 20) 











Cal. Here I Go! 


Hollywood, Aug. 23 
California is still the home 
of the film industry but 15 of 
its pictures are being shot be- 
yond the borders of the state, 


eight in foreign lands and 
seven on various locations in 
the U. S. 


It is the largest number of 
out-of-state films in a num- 
ber of years. 








DuPont May BR. 
EL in Exchange 
For Raw Film Deal 


The DuPont interests may step 
in as the chief bankroller for Eagle 
Lion. Reportedly, Robert R 
Young, controlling stockholder of 
Pathe Industries, El’s parent com- 
pany is talking a financing project 
with DuPont toppers which would 
involve a complicated, three-way 
tieup with Pathe. Young has been 
diligently searching for added coin 
since the proposed deal with indie 
produced Edward Small fell 
through some weeks back. 

While Young has been talking 
up the proposal with the Wilming- 
ton (Del.) | industrialists, Robert 
Purcell, Pathe board chairman, has 
been on the prowl on the Coast. 
Latter held a series of weekend 
huddles with big outside producers 

(Continued on page 20) 


HARRY COHN COOL TO 
PRODUCING ABROAD 


Harry Cohn got in Friday (19) 
on the Ile de France and flew to 
| the Coast Monday night (22) after 
| several home-office powwows. The 
|Columbia prexy’s conclusions on 
producing abroad is, “In Holly- 
| wood you press a button, tell your 
staff what you want done and thev 
get it done. In Europe a producer 
presses the same button, but the 
only difference is that he has to 
run out and answer his own bell, 
and get things rolling—the hard 
way.” The film executive avers 
‘that producing abroad “is a case 
| of throwing good American dollars 

after bad pounds, francs or lira; 
it’s OK only for authentic back- 
ground shots but not as any com- 
petition to Hollywoed.”’ 

Cohn was glad he made the trip, 
however, because it enabled him 
to meet many key Columbiaites in 
Britain and on the Continent—-men 
who had been 20 years with the 
company but to whom he was only 
a name on a letterhead. 

Cohn and wife, the former Joan 
Perry, made the seven-week trek 
with the Arnold Grants (Grant is 
personal attorney for the Col prez). 

’Mrs. Cohn flew back to Hollywood 
as soon as they docked in order to 
see their two children. 


Skeuras’ McCloy Meet: 
Due Back Next Week 


Paris, Aug. 23. 

Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras has delayed his return to 
the U. S. until next week. He'll re- 
main here in Paris until Friday 
(26). then spend the weekend in 
Lisbon from where he'll fly home 
Sunday (28). 

Skouras wound up his business 
last week with a whirlwind trip to 
Frankfurt Thursday (18). He held 
a two-hour huddle with U. S. High 
Commissioner John J. McCloy but 
both he and McCloy refused to 
divulge the subject of their discus- 
sion. It is believed the confab had 
something to do with operations of 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. In 
Germany but MPEA sources here 
claimed no knowledge of the talk. 








\ (Continued on page 25 


| convert 
| houses 
| “e" ° ° an 

| cases in the big and medium cities 


/run house which will 


,are 


TING HOT 


PACE 





NEW RELEASES British Filmites, Softened Up By 


PERKING 8 


While grosses in the nation’s the- 
atres are generally running about 
10% less than a year ago, the pick- 
up in business that started about 
July 1 is continuing, check of ma- 
jor and indie circuits by Variety 
reveals. Only time that the bo. 
has wavered since the tilt began 
was during the terrific hot spell 
that gripped much of the nation 
early this month. 

More heartening to observers 
than the averaged-out returns in 
showing a renewed interest in pix 


by the public is the excellent biz 
being racked up by a number of 
films in recent weeks. Samuel 


Goldwyn's “Roseanna McCoy” 
(RKO) opened in about 100 situa- 
tions to virtually sensational busi- 
ness last week, while Edward 
Small’s “Black Magic” (UA), like- 
wise in a widespread day-and-date 
preem, fared excellently. ‘Mighty 
Joe Young” had at that time al- 
ready proved itself something of a 
sleeper, while other strong coin- 
garnerers in recent weeks include 
“Look for the Silver Lining” (WB), 
“In the Good Old Summertime” 
(M-G), “Home of the Brave” 
(UA) and “Rope of Sand” (Par). 
Coming up is “Jolson Sings 
(Continued on page 20) 





Par's Showcase 
Theatre Plans 


United Paramount Theatres has 
earmarked millions of dollars to 
a large number of. its 
to deluxe, longrun show- 


throughout the country. The new 


| chain, which officially takes over 


the old Paramount circuit, Jan. 1, 
1950, is committed to a policy of 
complete renovation of a flock of 
theatres recaptured from  Par’s 
erstwhile partners. Aim of the 
chain will be, according to a Par 
theatre exec, “to have the finest 
theatres everywhere.” 

Allocated for expenditure in Buf- 
falo alone is $400,000 within the 
next year. Of this figure, $300,000 
is being planked out.to convert the 
old Hippodrome into a plush, long- 
book top 
grossers from many majors. Hip- 


(Continued on page 25) 
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National Boxoffice Survey 


Reversals, Ready to Cry Uncle Sam’ 





This ‘Hell’ Is OK 


Board of directors of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica has granted RKO a special 
dispensation for use of the 
word “hell” in a film title 
Company will be permitted to 
use the label, “To Hell and 
Back,” on a picture to be 
made from Audie Murphy's 
book of that title. 

Studio is understood not yet 
to have closed the deal, how- 
ever, for the yarn by the 
youthful war hero, who may 
likely appear in his story if 
negotiations are closed. 


No Sidetracking 
Of Finneran Plan 


At Chi P.R. Meet 


The majors will 
sidetrack discussion of the Fin- 
Plan at the Chicago all- 
public relations con- 
week, Ned E. Depinet, 
of the Motion Picture 
Association of .America’s com- 
munity and _ exhibitor’ relations 
committee, declared in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday). Depinet group 
is sparkplugging the meeting at the 
Drake hotel next Tuesday and 
Wednesday (30-31). 

“We have no idea of sidetracking 
discussion of the Finneran Plan or 
anything else that those attending 
the sessions wish to discuss,” the 
RKO prexy said. ‘‘We are not run- 
ning the meeting. It is being run by 
the participants and the agenda is 
for them to decide.”’ 

Depinet’s statement, along with 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Pascal Still in Hosp 


British producer Gabriel Pascal, | 
was to have been released | 


who 
from the Mayo Brothers hospital, 
Rochester, Minn., last week, will 
remain there until after Labor Day. 
He is said to be recuperating sat- 
isfactorily from two operations. 
He was suffering from a tumor, 
which the slicing has definitely es- 
tablished as being non-malignant. 


Cool Temperatures Warm B.O.—‘Magic’ Takes Over 
First Place, With ‘Feeling’ Great Second 


Continued cool weather in many 
key cities plus the fact that the 
long heat wave was broken in 
other sectors is spelling very big 
biz this session. Overall total gross 
for the 10 biggest pictures prob- 
ably will reach the highest figure 
since last Easter. 

“Black Magic” 
the pack, with 
taneously in more 
covered by Variety. While not 
big in three or four cities, it is 
leading in two spots and generally 


(UA) is fronting 
launching simul- 


than 13 keys 


nice to big or smash Smart. iIn- 
tensive bally is paying high divi- 
dends in several communities 
“Great Feeling’ (WB) is a close 
second in the national box-office 
sweepstakes although not sock in 
many spots 

“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) is 


copping third coin, with the storm 
meller doing much better than 
first time out. ‘“You’re My Every- 
thing” (20th) again finishing 
fourth where it was last week. 

“Good Old Summertime” (M-G), 
second best last stanza, is winding 
up in fifth slot while ‘‘Lost Boun- 
daries’ (FC) has pushed up to 
sixth 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) is 
taking over seventh position, ‘Sil- 
ver Lining” (WB) is eighth, with 
“Anna Lueasta” (Col) and “Any 
Number Play” (M-G) rounding out 
the Big 10. Top runner-up films 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) and 


is 


“Great Sinner” (M-G), latter 
spotty. 
Batch of new pictures, being 


groomed for extensive playdating 
Labor Day weekend, hint strong 
possibilities for the new fall sea- 
son. “Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
is outstanding with new all-time 
record at N. Y. Loew’s State. “I 
Was Male War Bride” (20th) also 
tips strong potentialities on basis 


of initial sock week in L.A.; opens 
at N. Y. Roxy this week. 
‘“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) also 


looms as a smash winner based on 
extensive launching in Ohio, Indi- 
anna and Kentucky this round. It 
is pacing Cincinnati, Louisville and 
Indianapolis, béing smash in all 
three. Terrific bally put the film 
over in all three spots. 

“Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” (U) 
still good on second Chi week. 
fancy in Indianapolis and nice in 
Pittsburgh. “Blue Lagoon” (U), 
given novel exploitation, is torrid 
in Washington. “Abbott-Costello 
Meet Killer” (U) also is shaping up 
judging from returns this week 
despite its long title. 

“Brimstone” (Rep) looms nice in 
L.A. “Scene of Crime” (M-G) 
shapes good in Philly. ‘‘Not Want- 
ed” (FC) is sturdy in Cincy. 

Reissue combo of ‘‘Dumbo’’-‘‘Sa- 
ludos Amigos,” from RKO, is doing 
nicely this week. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 11-13). 


1S 


American industry toppers are 
more confident now than at any 
time in the past two years that 


changes in favor of Yank films are 
on tap in England Optimism is 
based on reports from a number of 
picture industry toppers who have 
recently returned from Britain, 
where they have had conversations 
with J. Arthur Rank. 

The financial hammering which 
Rank has taken both at home and 
abroac during the past year has 
had teliing effect, they say. It has 
reconditioned his thinking and 
that of the British government 
garding films that the Americans 
feel the time is ripe for a slice in 
the quota and perhaps an increase 
in the $17,000,000 which the com- 


SO 


re- 


panies may now remit from Eng- 
land 
Change in British attitude is so 


marked that American film men— 
who have consistently resisted pre- 
vious efforts of the British to con- 
vene the Joint Anglo-U.S. Films 
Council—are now looking forward 
to the session scheduled for Lon- 
don in October. They feel that 
out of it may well come the pre- 
liminaries to a sharp slash in the 
45° quota, a possible increase in 
remittances and a generally more 
cooperative attitude by Rank and 
(Continued on page 61) 


Chas. P. Skouras May 
Revive 20th-Fox’s Bid To 
Buy Into Canadian Odeon 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 
Charles P. Skouras, head of Na- 
tional Theatres, accompanied by 
one of his chief aides, will go to 
England during the fall as a guest 
of British filmmaker J. Arthur 
Rank. It is likely that either Elmer 
C. Rhoden, Fox Midwest theatres 
, topper, or Frank H. (Rick) Ricket- 
!son, Jr., head of Fox Inter-Moun- 

tain chain, will go along. 
Ostensibly, twosome will 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Selznick, Wanger He 


System Forced Em Into Unique Dual 


‘John Woolf Shifts To 
Ortus as Sales Head 


London, Aug. 23. 
John C. Woolf, co-managing di- 
rector of J. Arthur Rank’s General 
Film Distributors, will join Ortus 


ld N. Y. Exhibition 





Peculiar system of exhibition int 
the New York territory, plus the 
fact that the Selznick Releasing 


Organization and Eagle Lion have 
no other strong product on their | 
immediate agenda, is given as the | 
reason for the unusual deal last | 
week by which David O. Selznick | 
and Walter Wanger agreed to} 
team “Portrait of Jennie” and| 
“Tulsa” as a dual bill in the area. 

Under the arrangement, SRO 
has taken over Wanger’s “Tulsa” 
as the co-feature with “Jennie” 
and has given Wanger a guarantee 
of income for the territory. The 
pix will get equal billing when 
they hit the Loew’s circuit at the 
end of September and then go in- 


Films and Orlux Films as the twin 
companies’s sales chief when he 
quits GFD. Understood, Woolf will 
resign the latter part of next week. 

Companies are headed by indie 
producer John Sutro, who former- 
lv was with Two Cities Films. Ac- 
tor James Donald and Josef Somlo, 
erstwhile managing director of Two 
Cities, have joined the companies 
recently. 


Par Fixes New 
Releasing Setup 


Par’s QT Finale 


Paramount is asking exhibs 
who book the Wiiliam Wyler 
production, “The Heiress,” to 
admit no patrons during the 
last seven minutes of the film. 
Provision has been inserted in 
licensing contracts in the form 
of a suggestion rather than an 
outright condition. Reportedly, 
Radio City Music Hall where 
the pic preems will follow the 
suggestion. 

Heiress” has something of a 
surprise ending on which the 
entire plot evolves, hence the | 


Paramount suggestion. 











to the subsequent loops. 





Sidney G. Deneau, v.p. and gen- 
eral sales manager of SRO, is 
handling the circuit deals for both 
pix. “Tulsa” is being distributed 
by EL, while that company does 
the tail-end selling on “Jennie” 
and other SRO product, which pro- | 
vides the link between the two 
producers. 

Both pix had Broadway runs, 
“Tulsa” at the Capitol and “Jen- 
nie” at the Rivoli. ‘‘Tulsa” stars 
Susan Hayward annd Robert Pres- 
ton and “Jennie” Jennifer Jones 
and Joseph Cotten. Despite the 
“A” Broadway playing time and 
the marquee value of the casts, 
neither pic could get booking as 
a top feature on the Loew’s cir- 
cuit. No effort was made on the 
RKO chain. 

Loew’s Top Bid 


Best that Loew’s would offer to 
either producer was equal billing 
with another picture. That’s not 
so bad financially as regards the 
Loew chain, but it can be disas- 
trous in the subsequent New York 
circuits because of the odd book- 
ing situation in the territory. 
All the houses that follow Loew's 
and RKO use the same booking 
pattern as they do. That is, what- 
ever pix are twinned on the two 
major circuits are similarly dual- 
led in the subsequents. 

This has led to a historical set- 
up by which the subsequent cir- 
cuits habitually pay percentage on 
one and flat rental on the other | 
of the two equally-billed features. 
Wanger and Selznick would thus_ 
take a great chance of landing | 
in the flat category in the subse- 
quents. That is obviated by their 
making up their own dual bill and 
divvying the percentage coin be- | 
tween themselves. Result of the | 
whole operation wt be less coin | 
than each pic would get inde- 
pendently billed as a top feature, 
but more than by taking a chance 
of ending up as a fiat. 

The two producers are known. 
to be highly resentful of their in- | 
ability to get top billing from | 
Loew's, pointing to pix in that! 
category from other studios which 
did less biz in their Broadway en- 
gagements and which did not have 
the cast names of “Jennie” and 
“Tulsa.” Producers attribute their 
difficulty to the fact that they are 
indies and do not have a line of 
strong product in back of them, 
to use as a lever. 





MPSC HAS BUNINS 
‘ALICE’ INSTEAD OF EL 


Motion Picture Sales Corp., 
rather than Eagle Lion, will handle 
U. S. distribution of Lou Bunin’s 
“Alice in Wonderland.” Pic is a 
feature-length puppet version of 
the classic. It was made in Paris 
by an American production staff 
with French government financing. 

EL made a distribution deal with 
Bunin for the pic about 18 months 
ago and has had the film on its 
shelf since the producer returned 
from abroad with it last year. With 
continued failure of the company 
to send it into distribution, EL and 
Bunin mutually agreed that EL 
would step out, leaving the pro- 
ducer free to make another deal. 

Bunin’s arrangement with the 
Neil Agnew-Charles Casanave or- 
ganization also calls for him to 
make for its release a puppet fen- 
ture based on the “Barnaby” comic 


strip character. Rights to this were “The 


optioned by RKO a couple years 
ago when a stage play was con- 
cocted from the cartoon, but the 


siudio lost interest when the legi}- 
er flopped before 
wy. 


getting to Broad- 


_ minor cuts were ordered. 


tralian Ballet. 


Paramount is inaugurating a new 
releasing system to meet the heav- 
ier postwar demands made on 

{prints. New system, applying to all 


Krim to 0.0. European 
Setup for Indie Prod. of the company’s 32 exchanges, 
By Chicago’s Heller & Co. fie‘ ,ctease of “Chicago Deadline” 


In a revived interest in indie and “Red. Hot and Blue.” From 
: then on, Par is dropping the prac- 


making, Walter E. Heller & Co. ,. : ; ipa ‘ 
film wa =a tiee of setting specific releasing 
of Chicago, is now planning to dates, except for designation by 

give the European’ production month, on all its product. 
scene a thorough o.o. Arthur Krim, Plan was devised under supervi- 
sion of Alfred W. Schwalberg, 


former prez of Eagle Lion and a — *. , 
partner in the industry lawfirm of Par’s distribution veepee, because 
Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, of the rapid growth of drive-ins 


has been commissioned by the Plus a sharp increase in standard- 
Heller outfit to survey the Conti- type houses since the war’s end. 
Another factor which makes the 


nent and to piece together a num- 
ber of deals for production there changeover mandatory is the cut- 
if the project proves feasible. Chi ting of clearances throughout the 
firm wants to bankroll pix made in U. S. with a resultant faster play- 
Europe in the English language by Off of product. 

American indie producers. All 32 exchanges henceforth will 

Krim, who originally intended to be designated as either in the “A” 
take his European junket as a va- or “‘B” zones. When two pix are 
cation only, has a number of other released during the month, “A” ex- 
commissions along similar lines. Changes will play one film during 
With his two years background as _ the first two weeks while the “B” 
EL topper, he has had wide ex- exchanges are playing the second 
perience in promoting indie pack- pic. During the last two weeks of 
ages. He embarks for Rome some the month, “A” and “B” exchanges 
time in September. then swap films. 

Krim will be joined in Europe No reduction in the number of 
by Max Gordon, veepee in the prints is contempiated. Par, how- 
Heller company. Trip which will | ever, wants to prevent a boost in 
probably take six-eight weeks will | total of prints required and is 
take the former EL topper to Italy, | therefore launching into the new 
France and England. | system. 

Heller outfit several months back | 
declared that it was henceforth out | voiced concern over the big de- 
of indie film financing because the | mand on prints because of hypoed 
business had proved too risky. | market demands. It is believed 
Hence, its current interest in Eu- | the system, if it proves workable 
ropean production represents a at Paramount, will be adopted gen- 
switch in its point of view. Sev- | erally in the industry. 
eral* weeks ago, company jointly | 


with Ideal Factoring Co. foreclosed 
on Samuel Bronston’s “A Walk in N. a Collarites Picketing 
‘Jolson’ Preem Ires Loew’s 





the Sun” in legal pivceedings 
pushed in New York. 





British Incensed At 


Israeli ‘Sword’ Film preem at the Loew’s State, N. Y., 


London, Aug. 23. last Wednesday 4 ‘ 

Universal's “Sword in the Des- gg A Men 
ert.” controversial film about th - as 
birth of the Israeli state which a | Publicity staff on the carpet last 
previewed in London yesterday week. Vogel warned the flack unit 
(Mon.), has met universal condem- | that if they persisted in the picket- 
nation by the British national press, | "8. Metro would net write another 
with Lord Beaverbrook’s sheets the Pact with the Screen Publicists 
most vitriolic. British censors, Guild under any circumstances, 


however. okayed the pic after three #94 would take even more drastic 
, measures to curb the staff, 


London Telegraph, in a typical| _SPG execs, meantime, declared 
comment, today (23) says: “It will that a collarite strike in the home- 
be surprising to British audiences, °!fices “appeared __ inevitable.” 
at least. to see the unwonted harsh- | Statement was made Monday (22) 
ness with which troops in the film immediately following another fu- 
treat civilians,” and “certainly dis- | tile bargaining session between the 
tasteful to watch British soldiers U210n and the major companies 
being killed by Jews in Palestine imcluding Metro. Repeating the 
in the way depicted on the screen.” Pattern set by eight months of pre- 
The Evening Standard headlined ViOUS negotiations, the companies 


In Britain See 


+ 
» 





Van Loads of Fans 
Little Rock, Aug. 23. 

New complaint against 
drive-ins is being voiced to | 
major distribs by exhibs op- 
erating standard theatres | 
here. Charge of-unfair com- | 
petition lodged against 
ozoners which charge $1 flat 
rate on all cars regardless of 
the number of passengers and 
then permit trucks, jammed 
with customers, to drive in and 
view the show. That tactic, it is 
claimed, has resulted in 
patrons seeing pix at a 10c or 
a slightly higher scale. 

Another abuse of the flat 
per-ear rate is charged. It is 
the practice of two cars haul- 
ing patrons who get in for the 


is 





Other sales execs have recently | 


Irked by the white-collarite pick- | pix to be played bi-weekly for the 
eting of the “Jolson Sings Again” S€48on. Some 25 groups have been 


vice-prexy Joseph R. Vogel put his | later if the scheme gets across. 


‘Monogram Going In 


price of one. Just before 
reaching the ozoner, one car 
empties into the other, there- 
by reducing the $2 nut to $1. 


| 


‘Theatre Guild’ Plan 
To Push Foreign Pix 
| In Lesser U.S. Arties 


four 
im- 





Having closed deals with 
of the top foreign-lingo pic 
porters, newly-organized Commu- 
nity Cinema Corp. is shoving off 
in the fall on an experimental 
plan to book concert series of films 
with sponsoring organizations in 
small and medium-sized towns 
'throughout the U. S. New outfit 
is headed by William Kayden with 
Seymour Peyser of Phillips, Nizer, 
Benjamin & Krim acting as gen- 
eral counsel. 

Plan which may change the gen- | 
eral outlook of foreign films in the 
U. S. is to seek sponsoring groups 
similar to the Theatre Guild. Com- 
munity intends entering partner- 
iship deals with the civic units to 
divide profits of showings on a 
50-50 basis. It will offer a choice 
of six films from total of 12 which 
Lopert Films, Siritzky  Interna- 
tional, Times Pictures and Irwin 
Shapiro’s Film Rights Internation- 
lal are delivering. 
| Four companies will share in 
| profits with Community. Penetra- 
‘tion is being sought in all towns 
| where no permanent art theatres 
;currently operate. Films will be 
booked either in 16m or standard 
35m depending on facilities avail- 
able. 

Outfit, according to Kayden, an- 
| licipates concert series with 100- | 
| 150 groups as a siarier. Under 
the plan, civic group such as the 


| Junior League would book the six 


Outfit is starting with a couple 
of fieldmen and expects to expand 
It 
is the first attempt by foreign film | 
distribs to employ the concert plan | 
\to build grosses on celluloid im- | 
‘ports in this country. Distribs are | 
convinced that demand exists in 
smaller cities where no art thea- | 
tres operate to meet the middle and | 
upper crust appetite for non-Eng- 
lish language films. 


|“ Outat is in preliminary work. 





For Color in ’49-’50 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 








from tinters, will make four films 
'in Cinecolor for its 


Monogram, hitherto shying away 


1949-50 pro- 


gram, with a likelihood of three 


the review of the film with a ban- refused to budge in their stand. more 


ner reading “U. S. sends us a film @8ainst the union's demand for | 


not for eyes of Britons.” wage hikes and increased security 
Although no date for the film’s Provisions. 
release has been set, Ben Henry,, SPG will hold a joi i 
U's British chief, insists it will be strategy meeting with’ the Pe 
shown. A rumor that important | Office & Professional Employees 
Jewish organizations are opposed Guild later this week. Latter 
to the film’s exhibition proved un- union, however, will hold off any 
founded. walkout action pending its own ne- 
gotiations for a new pact. 
HYPERION’S INGRID OLDIE SOPEG’s meeting with the aadems 
Hyperion Films, outfit engaged AUS. 30 proves unsuccessful, it's 
in distribution of features for likely that both guilds will join in 
television, has swung into thea- | 4 strike. 
trical handling of pix. Hyperion, a ni 
headed by William Holland, has 
closed for U. S. distribution of 
Breakers,” Swedish - made 
film of 15 years ago which stars 
Ingrid Bergman. 
Pic. under the title “The Surf,” 
will be packaged with “Satin 
Slippers.” an opus on the Aus- 

















GOING 
Henry Morgan 














Company's only Cinecolor  pro- 
duction in the past was “Black 
Gold,” released in 1947. 


! 
| 
saeeeateetencrnance | 
Directors Honor Robson 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. | 

Mark Robson has won the Screen | 
Directors Guild’s quarterly best- | 
directing award. | 
It’s for “Champion.” | 


Europe to N. Y. | 
Madeleine Carroll 
Clifford C. Fisher 
Mae Frohman 





Hermione Gingold 
Nathan L. Golden 
Sam Pearce 
Bill Robson 
Oscar Serlin | 
Dorothy Steele 
Gloria Stroock | 
Margaret Wycherley 


| first adopted last year, 
| pending heavily on U. s. 


|duction program. 


| Warners and Metro 
‘release on the Associated British 


6 Yank Firms Voting Unit Rule 


No Rank Reprisal 


No reprisals from J. Arth 
as chief of the Odeon or Gani 
mont-British circuits, two “2 
Britain’s largest chains, are 
pected by the six American Pv 
companies that voted an extension 
of the unit rule in Britain, Rank, 
who clamped an unofficial} boycott 
on American pix when the rule Was 
is now de. 
. i i 
because of his greatly red sted weet 
With 20th-Fox 


counting 
out, Paramount, 


its 
Metro. me 


RKO, 


| Warner Bros., Columbia and Re 


public have voted to exte i 
booking to March 31, 1951. Pn 
a previous expiration date of April 
1, 1950. Unit rule bars the plavin 
of mixed British and Asmeriean 
dualers in British theatres. : 


Although the rule is unifor 

. . m f 
the entire United Kingdom, it “an 
originally directed against Rank 
rhe British magnate had been ac- 


cused of using Yank pix to Carry 
| his own product in double-bills ang 
paying top terms to the 


and 
films while relegating the pyen 
can films to second-half-of-the-bil] 
rentals. ; 

Rank’s production plans call for 
only 20-25 films during the '49-’59 
season, an inadequate total to keep 
his theatres going. Against this 
total are the 60 films which he pro- 
duced last year in the first bloom 
of the 45% quota act. Moreover 
Rank was then drawing on a pile 
of reissues to fill his playing time. 

When the unit rule was first 
passed, Rank made no secret of the 
fact that he considered it a viola- 
tion of his understanding with 
American distribs. He, thereupon. 
refused to book product of those 


| voting the plan for a number of 


months. 

Reports from England indicate 
that 20th, always close to the Rank 
interests, has a quiet guarantee of 
added playing time from Rank be- 
cause of its stand against the unit 
rule. American distribs have not 
played the 55% quota limit on the 
Rank circuits. Twentieth. it is be- 
lieved, will now get that maximum 
playing time, particularly because 
Rank will have more flexibility 
with the company’s product and 
can combine it with some of his 
films. 

Universal, Eagle Lion and United 
Artists have never joined the plan. 
customarily 


circuit, leaving Paramount. RKO, 
Columbia and Republic to deal 
with Rank. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Brian Aherne 
Eve Arden 

Frank Borzage 
Janet Cohn 
Robert Emmett Dolan 
Meivyn Douglas 
Ray Evans 

Matty Fox 
Monroe Greenthal 
Raphael Hakim 
Jack Haley 
Charles Hunt 
Arthur L. Krim 
Kenneth Lambert 
Stanley Meyer 
Rudolph Monta 
Stephen Morris 
Rosemary Pettit 
Felix Prado 

N. Peter Rathvon 
Bo Roos 

Frank P. Rosenberg 
Joe Ruttenberg 
George Sanders 
David W. Siegel 
Wayne Steffner 
Martha Stewart 
John Sutherland 
Robert Taplinger 
Edgar Van Blohm 
Walter Wanger 
William A. Wellman 
Roland Young 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Harold Bowden 
Harry Cohn 
Humphrey Doulens 
Cy Feuer 

Joe Friedman 
Hedda Hopper 
Elliott Nugent 
David E. Rose 
William L. Taub 
Lou Walters 


P a 





N. Y. to Europe 
Yvonne De Carlo 
Emil Lustig 
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show its greatest profit in 
vears or more, prexy Grad 
reportedly told owners Mary 
pickford and Charles Chaplin last 
friday (19). Sears Is understood 
to have predicted a possible over- 
all net of $300,000 to $500,000 for 
rear. 
te vognostication was based on a 
large number of figures on in- 
come, operating: cost, prospective 
grosses, etc., which the UA topper 


ably 
five 


Sears re 


sion in his office at the company’s 
headquarters in New York. Chap- 
lin and Miss Pickford both happen 
to be east at the moment. 


dicated that the domestic depart- 


strong earnings record currently, 
will come through with more than 
enough to counterbalance an ap- 
proximately $500,000 loss by the 
foreign department. Domestic net, 
it is hoped, will reach $800,000 and 
could hit $1,000,000 if ‘Black 
Magic,” “Love Happy,” “Mrs. 
Mike,” “A Kiss for Corliss” and 
other product on the release sched- 








j 
{ 





ule for the rest of this year comes 
up to promise. 

It is believed that the last time 
UA operated in the black was 1946, 
when it showed a net of about $50,- 
It reportedly came close to 
breaking even last year, but suf- 
fered through a very bad period 
during the first five months of 
1949. When returns from “Cham- 
pion” and “Home of the Brave” 
started appearing on its books, in- 
come took a spurt. Billings are 
said to have run as high as $400,- 
000 a week during some recent 
stanzas. 

Net on the domestic operation 
reportedly now stands at about 
$350,000 for the year. If the com- 
pany can hold its present pace, it 
can easily beat Sears’ prediction 
on the net. Film rentals are cur- 
rently about $600,000 ahead of last 
year, with costs $200,000 less. 
Weekly operating expenses of the 


domestic department are running 
between $70,000 and $75,000 
weekly, 





Montague’s Columbia Pix 
Convention Pitch Puts 


Accent on Showmanship 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

_ Revival of showmanship in sell- 
ing Columbia Pictures product to 
both exhibitors and the public will 
be the main pitch of Abe Monta- 
Sue's address to the company sales 
Convention tomorrow (Wed.) at the 
Ambassador East Hotel, Chicago. 
Col’s general sales manager, who 
iS presiding over the week-long 
conclave, is scheduled to say that 
Showmanship may have died dur- 
ng the lucrative war days, it now 
becomes an absolute necessity as 
4 peace measure for the entire in- 
dustry,” 

Pointing to Al Jolson’s tour of 
8 New York Loew’s theatres two 
Weeks ago during the advance cam- 
—_ for Col’'s “Jolson Sings 
yom Montague will describe it 
a one of greatest piece of show- 
. — In the history of the in- 
: s ry - The payoff for that stunt, 
cording to Montague, was the 
greest first "day in the Loew’s 
late’s 30-year history. 

Stressing the need for distrib- 


{Continued on page 20) 


Garber Exits Nassour 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 


David S. Garber checked out of 
assour 
pn a half as general manager and 
—* producer. During his 
mid On the lot he designed and 
stetvised construction of sound 
yo * and other buildings as well 
the ping with the production of 
“Atri Abbott-Costello picture, 
rica Screams.” 
ay ee to Nassour, Gar- 
S Studio manager at Univer- 
Sal for 19 years, 3 








United Artists in 1949 will prob-4¢ 


laid before his principals in a ses- | 


ment, which is running up a very | 


Studios after two years | 


Sears Tells Pickford and Chaplin ‘op 
UA Earnings Look Best in 5 Years) 





Bottom Up for Kaye 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Danny Kaye is considering an 
offer to play the role of Bottom in 
a remake of Shakespeare’s ““A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream” in London. 

Filming will start next May, with 
Michael Powell and Emerich Press- 
burger producing and Moira 
Shearer as femme lead. 





Small-UA ‘Pard 
Talk Now Cold 


Deal for partnership by Ed- 
ward Small in United Artists, 
which the producer discussed with 
prexy Grad Sears some weeks ago, 
is understood cold. Talks were 


Sears is understood to have in- 


a 


never more than vague at best and | 


have not been followed up. They 
took place in the east when Small’s 
deal to take over Eagle Lion fell 
apart. 

Plan discussed was similar to 
that by which Samuel Goldwyn, 
David O. Selznick and Sir Alex- 
ander Korda all got their partner- 
ships in UA. They were to be 
granted their shares in return for 
delivering a certain number of 
films for the company’s release. In 
each case it-was a method, as it 
would be with Small, for assuring 
the company a product supply. 

Goldwyn, Selznick and Korda all 
eventually had a falling out with 


the other partners and _ pulled 
away. In each case it cost UA| 
money to get back the stock or | 


make a settlement for the portion 
of it theoretically earned by the 
producer. 

Bad experience with this type 
of deal in which no coin is ad- 
vanced for the stock interest na- 
turally makes owners’ Charles 
Chaplin and Mary Pickford re- 
ticent about going into such an 
|arrangement again. However, it 
‘is admitted that there would be 
|less likelihood of a “personality 
'situation” developing with Small 
than with any of the three previ- 
|ous producers. 

Small, on his side, has a tough 
problem to decide in considering 
'a UA partnership. It would mean 
‘that he himself would have to fi- 
nance the pix he’d make for de- 
livery to the company. 
rently has an opportunity to line 
up with Columbia on an_ inde- 


pendent basis by which that stu- | 


dio would put up all the coin for 
his pix. His profits wouldn’t be 
so large, of course, as the poten- 
tial from films with his own fi- 
nancing—plus the bonus of the 
UA stock—but he’d be taking no 
risk whatsoever. The question 
which he must decide, of course, 
if he is to continue with the UA 
negotiations is whether the poten- 
tial profits are worth the risk. 


M-G Resumes Selling 
Golden State Circuit 


William F. Rodgers, Metro’s dis- 
tribution veepee, entrains for the 
Coast Sept. 9 for a series of studio 
confabs. While in Hollywood, 
Rodgers is expected to meet with 
M. A. (Mike) Naify and Joseph 





M. Schenck to review final details | 


on Metro’s new deal with the Gold- 
en State circuit. After selling 
away from the chain for almost 
three years, M-G recently closed 
the gap. 

Rodgers plans to return east be- 
fore Sept. 19, when Metro's second 
executive trainee course gets golng. 
Metro sales topper will also attend 
the Theatre Owners of America’s 
national convention in Los Angeles 
during his Coast stay. 

Rodgers leaves New York over 
‘the weekend to attend the indus- 
‘try public relations meet in Chi- 
/ecago but returns east before head- 
jing for the Coast. 


He cur-| 


| 








i 

| 

| 

| Major distribs are hypoing the 
| practice of splitting product be- 
| tween rival theatres in an effort 
to tone down the harsher effects 
of competitive selling Practice 
of dividing films between competi- 
tors has been steadily growing for 
the past year and is expected to 
displace the bid system in many 
situations, according to distrib top- 
pers. Big question is whether the 
splitting of product will stand up 
before a legal challenge which is 
likely to be raised in the near 
future. 

According to a number of sales 
| execs, splitup of product is the 
| answer to the cry raised by many 
exhibs that the latest Federal court 
decision, ordering complete di- 
vorcement, will spell doom of in- 
dies. That protest was last raised 
by Herman Levy, general counsel 
of the Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, who predicted that the theatre- 
by-theatre selling without discrim- 
ination meant bankruptcy for a 
flock of ‘‘old customers.” 

- As an instance of the new trend, 
a sales biggie for Universal told 
VARIETY that the company would 
| henceforth split product ‘“when- 
ever we find that there is real 
competition in a situation and a 
danger that the financially-stronger 


| rival is going to drive out his com- 
a 
| ducer’s multi-million dollar, triple- 


petitor by bidding more than 
picture is actually worth.” 
“We’re not fooled by the pros- 


pects of a fast buck on one or 


two films from any particular 
house,” this exec added. “We re- 
alize that in the long run our 


company will be the loser if one 
of the theatres is forced to shut- 
ter because it cannot meet com- 
peting bids. When the danger 
(Continued on page 25) 





Kramer Casts New 
Bankroller Strictly 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

With success of his “Champion” 
/and “Home of the Brave” putting 
Stanley Kramer in the unusual 
| position of being able to cast his 
| angels, producer has tied up with 
|a money syndicate headed by 
| Bruce Church, a Salinas, Cal., pro- 
_ duce tycoon. Church had previous 
‘film connections through an in- 
_vestment in Motion Picture Centre 
| Studios, where Kramer works. 

| Deal is highly unusual in that 
Church group holds no stock in 
the new Stanley Kramer Produc- 
tions, Inc., which the producer set 
up as successor to Screen Plays 
Corp. Church puts up the coin 
for each production, including the 
guarantees, and takes a percentage 
of profits. Kramer, George Glass, 
v.p. in charge of publicity-adver- 
tising, writer Carl Foreman and a 
few associates hold all the stock. 
| Arrangement is non-exclusive in 
‘that Kramer can also deal with 
other money sources if he desires. 
It calls for making of a unit of 
three films, financed picture to 
picture, with mutual options after 
that. There’s no time limit, but 
‘Kramer hopes to complete the 
three films—which will be distrib- 
uted by United Artists to clean up 

(Continued on page 20) 


DECREE NOT ‘FINAL,’ 
UA SCORES POINT 


Temporary injunction to prevent 








T PRODUCT —Hughe 
SOFTEN BIDS 


FOR ‘OLD CUSTO 


MERS 











s Seeks Delay on Divorcement; 


Calls Off RKO Theatre Dickers 


Hal Wallis’ Six 


Hollywood, Aug. 23 
Start of “Obsession” in Decem- 
ber will make a total of six pro- 


ductions for Hal Wallis in 1949, the 
most he has made in any one year 
since he hooked up with Para- 
mount. 

Completed Wallis pictures are 
“Rope of Sand,” “My Friend Irma” 
and “The File on Thelma Jordan.” 
Currently filming in Italy is “Sep- 
tember.” Slated for a November 
start is “The Furies.” 


MPAA Looks Set 
To OK ‘Outlaw 


Agreement has been reached be- 
tween attorneys for Howard 
Hughes and the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America by which a Pro- 
duction Code Administration seal 
will be granted to Hughes’ “The 
Outlaw” when it is submitted for 
approval soon. Arrangement fol- 
lowed the revision of certain ad- 
vertising on the picture to which 
the MPAA objected. 

Under the agreement, the 





pro- 


damage anti-trust suit against the 
MPAA, growing out of its revoca- 
tion of the PCA seal on “The Out- 


law,” will not be withdrawn. It 
is understood, however, that the 


suit, now pending in N.Y. federal 
district court, will not be pushed 
if no further difficulties are en- 
countered. 


| : aay 
| Changes in the advertising and 
| 


|of the songwriting team 


delivery of United Artists’ “Home | 
of the Brave’ to Loew’s Victoria, | 


N. Y., yesterday (Tues.) was de- 
nied Leo Brecher’s Apollo, N. Y., 
‘in a ruling handed down by Judge 
Alexander Holtzoff in N. Y. fed- 
eral court. 

By selling “Brave” to the com- 
peting Victoria, the Apollo claims 
UA has violated the anti-trust laws 
since the latter house assertedly 
made a prior offer for the pic. In 
refusing the injunction, Judge 
Holtzoff pointed out that the plain- 
tiff couldn't use the U. S. vs. Para- 
mount decree as an argument since 
ithe judgment isn’t a final one, 


acceptance of the seal will be with- 
|out prejudice on either side regard- 
ing the suit or other matters ex- 
| traneous to the picture itself, it 
| was agreed. Arrangement was 
‘made following months of 


Diamond, of the firm 


Judge Sam _ Rosenman, § special 
(Continued on page 61) 


ASTAIRE AND SKELTON 
AS KALMAR & RUBY 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
“Three Little Words,” film biog 





Ruby and the late Bert Kalmar, 
will start rolling at Metro in Octo- 
ber with Fred Astaire in the role 
of Kalmar and Red Skelton as 
Ruby. Pic will follow in the wake 
of “‘Look for the Silver Lining,” 
Warner Bros. filmusical for which 
Ruby and Kalmar wrote the story 
before the latter’s death in 1947. 


Ruby,meantime, has put the fin- head, while on the Coast. 


ishing touches on his legit musical, 
“Pull Up a Chair.”” Oscar Hammer- 
stein II had suggested some revi- 
sions in the script which he has 
now incorporated. 


Par, 20th, U Continue 
Retiring Stock Shares 


Retirement of outstanding com- 
mon and preferred stock was 
pushed further in the past 30 days 
by three majors—Paramount, 20th- 
Fox and Universal. Par, the most 
active in the field, pursued its pol- 
icy of picking up outstanding com- 





mon with the further acquisition | 
Company paid | 


of 13,600 shares. 
approximately $272,000 during the 
period, on the open market. 

Twentieth retired another 300 
shares of outstanding prior pre- 
ferred. It planked out $30,000 to 
acquire the stock. Twentieth is 
driving for the ultimate retirement 
of all special issues. During the 
same period, Universal bought an- 
other 190 shares of cumulative pre- 
ferred and now holds 2,440 shares 
of that special issue. 

Par’s common stock holdings 
total 962,215 shares for which the 
company has expended an esti- 
mated $21,000,000 in the past two 
years. 


. nego- | 
Ona Hands-Off Basis tiation by Hughes counsel, Milton | 
i of Poletti, | 
| Diamond, Freidin & Mackay, and | 


| 


| 


Hollywood, Aug. 23 

Howard Hughes, controlling 
stockholder of RKO, has instructed 
RKO’s attorneys to seek an exten- 
sion of the Nov. 8 deadline for a 
splitup into two units and, mean- 
while, has called off all bets on 
negotiating a sale of the RKO cir- 
cuit Apparently remapping his 
strategy, Hughes wants the final 
divorcement date postponed 
through a plea to the N. Y. federal 


court which will be made early 
next month. 
The RKO application will be 


based on the claim that the dead- 
line cannot properly be met with- 
out hurting the best interests of 
the two companies and stockhold- 
ers. In this respect, the company’s 
distribution end is reported to 
have lost $2,200,000 during the first 
31 weeks of ’49. In the same pe- 
riod, the theatre chain has earned 
$2,500,000 

Reportedly, papers are in prep- 
aration by RKO’s legal staff for the 
petition to the court. It is said 
that the company has approached 
the Government in Washington 
and that no strong objection will 
be raised to a reasonable post- 
ponement. Divorcement is a com- 
plicated proceeding which requires 
a mountain of tax and clerical 
work, 

Postponement of divorcement 
would also give Hughes added time 
to sell his interest in the RKO cir- 
cuit. With the delay cooking, 
Hughes has announced that dis- 
cussions with the Stanley Meyer- 
Cliff Work-Matthew Fox trio for 
purchase of his interest at $6 per 
share. 

If the court turns down the 
Hughes appeal for a delay, it is un- 
derstood the Meyer interests will 
attempt to resume negotiations 

(Continued on page 31) 


St. John and Seidelman 
West; Rank Exec Pushes 


Joint Production Plans 


Earl St. John, one of J. Arthur 
Rank’s top production execs cur- 
rently visiting the U. S., went into 
high last week on his avowed pur- 
pose of promoting joint Anglo- 
American production ventures. 
Before shoving off for the Coast 
Sunday (21) with Joseph H. Seidel- 





| man, Universal’s foreign chief, St. 


| 


John plunged into confabs with a 


of Harry | number of major company toppers. 


Among those with whom the 
Rank biggie huddled were Ned E. 
Depinet, prez of RKO, and Nate J. 
Blumberg, Universal’s top-kick. 
Proposal for a number of Rank- 
RKO partner projects was made to 
Depinet. St. John will seek a con- 
fab with Howard Hughes, RKO’s 


| controlling stockholder and studio 





| 


Rank 
originally had a two-pic deal with 
RKO, with one film still to go. 

It is likely that Robert Benjamin, 
head of Rank’s U. S. wing, will 
head for the Coast next week to 
join St. John. Latter intends dis- 
cussing a number of scripts with 
William Goetz, production chief for 
Universal, as well as pursuing joint 
fifmmaking projects with other 
companies. 

Both Seidelman and St. John 
will remain on the Coast for two 
weeks before returning east. Lat- 
ter then embarks for England. 


M-G’s Triple-Threaters 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Trend toward the concentration 
of authority in film production at 
Metro is indicated by the assign- 
ment of Norman Krasna to a triple 
chore as producer, director and 
writer on “The Big Hangover.” 
Krasna will also function as co- 
producer with Melvin Frank on 
“The Reformer and the Redhead” 
as well as functioning as director 





! and writer. 


Meanwhile, John Huston is as- 
signed to a dual job as writer-di- 
rector on “The Asphalt Jungle” 
and Richard Brooks is doing the 


}same on “Ferguson.” 
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DRIVE-INS DOMINATE CHI B.0., SEATTLE 


STEADY AT ’48 LEVEL; HARTFORD SOUND 


Chicago, Aug. 23. ¢ 


the  over-population of | 
drive-ins in this area, with many | 
of them firstrun “A” spots, compe- 
tilion among the others is becom- 
ing increasingly keen. All offer | 
special inducements for the juve- | 
nile trade: kiddie rides, nurseries 
and other come-ons. Latest wrinkle, 
which is developing into a full- 
fledged trend, is the introduction 
of vaude acts, mostly flash attrac- 


With 


tions. In fact, one chain is think- 
ing of using acts in all of its 
ozoners. 


Standard outery at 
Kenosha, Wis., is using one act 
starting next week. Competition 
house, Keno, operated by the Pap- 
pas family, has added another act, 
a strong man, in addition to a high 
pole stint. Strong man is also pull- 
ing an auto down the main part of 
the nearby town in advance of the 
show. While all the acts booked 
so far are sight in nature, it’s 
possible they'll use more standard 
vauders. Pete Pangoas, head book- 
er of Alliance circuit, has set sev- 
eral fair-type acts for the Marion, 
Ind.. drive-in and, if successful, 
will use similar policy in seven 
other open-airers that chain oper- 
ates. 

While most of the outeries have 
not turned to bingo and other 
forms of chance, regular giveaways 
on smaller scale have popped up in 
several midwest locations. Most of 
the giveaways have been used, how- 
ever. in conjunction with openings 
rather than regular policy. 


Midcity, 


Seattle Settles Down; 
Grosses on Par With ’48 
Seattle, Aug. 23. 

Business in this area compares 
favorably with a year ago, although 
running a little below grosses reg- 
istered during the corresponding 
period of 1948. The downward 
curve which started from the high 
o° the war boom days, has been 
d'pping every year, but now ap- 
pears to be leveling. Hence show- 
men view the present trend as sat- 

isfactory, indictations pointing to 
steadier take the remainder of the 
year. 

Last year the town was hurt by 
the long-drawnout Boeing strike, 
where the biggest payroll gets its 
spending money. This year the sit- 
uation there finds labor peace, and 
the payroll at the all-time high of 
25.000, or several thousand higher 
than wartime peak. But this is off- 
set for theatres and indoor amuse- 
ments by the warm weather, the 
heat driving many to the resorts, 
again the reverse of last year, when 
cold, rainy summer prevailed. So 
its the weather vs. employment, in 
comparing the two years, with the 
result about even. 

Television affected b.o. but little 
as yet, there being too few sets in 
the area (around 16,000). Of course 
even this percentage having sets 
means that some do stay home on 
occasions. 

Drive-ims have also cut in to 
some extent. on regular theatres, 
for the drive-ins have been getting 
nice crowds. With four such “the- 
atres” near Seattle, some of the 
downtown and suburban patronage 
is absorbed by them. No more 
building of drive-ins is reported as 
the strategic situations appear 
pretty well built-up. Clearances 
are said to be about the same as for 
regular theatres, dependent on ad- 
mish prices and locations. Rentals 
are generally moré_ favorable, 
though. 

Aside from the usual pony rides, 
one or two new ideas have been 
introduced. One is at the Snow- 
King near here, where vaudeville 
acts are presented. These go on 
prior to darkness. With daylight 
saving here, this innovation is con- 
sidered smart showmanship. 

Aurora Drive-in, just north of 
Seattle, teied for goodwill by giv- 
ing the “house” for a Christian 
Science lecture Sunday afternoon, 
these being the top extra-curricu- 


lars. 

Concessions, candy, ete. are 
holding steadier than is b.o. in 
comparison. There are no new 


ideas and no giveaways noted in 
the area. Ace theatres merchandise 
their wares of this type in most 
approved and modern methods. 
Five minute intermission periods 
steam up Sales. 

Opinion is that general quality of 
pictures is better this year. Length 
of runs is about the same. There 





Running Time | 


It’s a cinch one thing the 
theatre men will like about 
the new Jolson _ picture, 
“Jolson Sings Again,” is the 
running time, 96 minutes. The 
first one, “The Jolson Story,” 


ran 128. 
Of course, if you could read 

an exhibitor’s mind his idea of 

a reasonable running time 

would be “Gone With the 

Wind,” in 75 minutes. 








is no decrease in duals, in fact, they 
are the dominant rule. Boxoffice 
pictures are the good ones, regard- 
less of their being grand opera or 
horse opry. No particular trend 
has been noted except that subject 
matter formerly taboo is now being 
used, with results thus far okay. 
In this category are pictures like 
“Snake Pit,” “Home of Brave” and 
“Unwed Mother.” 

Showmen are reluctant to even 
consider any price’ reductions. 
There is no shuttering of houses, 
in spite of the warm summer. Ex- 
ploitation has been running pretty 
much in the groove as has news- 
paper, radio and billboard advertis- 
ins. In these respects the policy 
has always been to keep on the 
beam. 

Daylight saving, in vogue again 
this summer, wasn’t resisted by 
showmen, as it was considered fu- 


tiie to protest, although it does 
hurt the take. Outdoor amuse- 
ments aren’t getting any better 


support this year than formerly. In 
fact baseball attendance is down. 
Midget racing crowds are also not 
up to par. 
sorts have been doing better biz 
this year. But reservations at re- 


Nearby lakes and re- | 


concentration in that field. Fire 
laws prevent full utilization of 
space for candy canteens. 


Last year pictures had a better | 


or longer run than this. There is 
very little holdover this sesh. 
Picture prices show no 
tion of coming down. 
One important 


tor is night baseball. When Hart- 





indica- 


competitive fac-| 


ford Chiefs are in for a home} 
game, Hartford theatres _ suffer. 


Also on the nights of big boxing | 


match. 


Kentucky B. O. Running 
25% Behind ’48 Pace 


Lousiville, Aug. 23. 

Theatre business in this border 
state is 25% off from a year ago, 
as of the present moment, and 
about half of this slump has come 
in the last six months. The state 
does not have many large cities, 
and the population is predominant- 
ly rural, but the 25% figure will 
be close, whether it is a city house 
or the only one in a small town. 

Only TV operation in the state 
is WAVE-TV in Louisville, and so 
far reports are absolutely no affect 
on biz from the TV operation. Type 
of TV fare now being shown is of 
low calibre, old films and low-grade 
live shows. But if co-axial cable 
comes through, whereby top talent 
can be piped in from New York 

(Continued on page 27) 





Prices Falling 
On Film Yarns 


sorts haven't been as difficult as in | 


recent years. 


Hartford B.O. Hinges On 


Fall Industrial Revival 
Hartford, Aug. 23. 

The state of the film business in 
this immediate area is on fairly 
solid ground. Although business 
is off from 5° to 25%, depending 
on the location of the individual 
house, the operators are way ahead 
of pre-war days in both take and 
attendance. However, unless there 
is a fall pickup in industrial activ- 
itv, there will be a good drop en- 
countered. 

Four reasons exist for the drop 
in attendance to date. First is 
drop in purchasing power. For over 
a year, there has been a decline in 
‘industrial activity with a coinciding 
drop in employment. Second, with 
the decrease in employment, there 
has been a population shift of war 
time workers and others to places 
of industrial activity or to home 
terrain. Third, there is a tendency 
for decreased theatre attendance 
on the part of regular patrons. 

Actually the above three reasons 
can be rolled into the one big rea- 
son—namely, a reduction in pur 
chasing power. Another reason set 
forth is the lack of good pictures. 
Theatre managers openly admit 
that the calibre of pictures this 
season has been off and public is 
showing its resentment by de- 
creased attendance. 

Survey shows that the least hurt 
at the b.o. are the downtown 
houses. They are about 5° off 
from a year ago. Hardest hit are 
the neighborhood houses. These 
are off up to 25%. Those in the 
factory districts are off slightly 
more. The theatre managers 
startcd crying the blues here some 
six months ago. With television 
out of the entertainment picture 
in this area for at least another 
two years, local theatres will have 
no competition from that depart- 
ment for a while. 

Drive-ins are doing well. There 
are two in the immediate neigh- 
borhood with a capacity of about 
1,500 cars. They have cut into the 
refular theatre business. Two ad- 
ditional drive-ins are siated for this 
. both on main roads north of 
Hartford. 

‘here 


‘oO 


is some construction of 
now houses hereabouts. In East 
Hariford, a deluxe 600-seater is 
cue to open its doors shortiy. At 
Norwich a deluxe 1,400-seat fir 
run “ent into operation last month 
Consiruction prices are about the 
same as last year. 

Although most houses have can- 


dy stands, there isn’t too heavy 


| Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

‘ Price of story properties is com- 
ing down, along with film produc- 
tion budgets. 

Since the first of the year Para- 
mount has bought 16 stories and 
plays for $927,000, an average of 
$58,000, a sharp decline from pre- 
vious years. 


Only three of the 16 were in the | 
were | 


‘six-figure class. These 
“Detective Story,” $280,000; ‘‘The 


injunction 


Greatest Show on Earth,” $250,000, | 


and “Father Goose,” $100,000. 


P.S.—It’s Now Back to Its 
— Original ‘Red Danube’ Tag 


Mental twists and throes that a 
film company can suffer before 
finally fixing a label on a pic was 
played out in spades this week by 
Metro. It took a direct order from 
Louis B. Mayer, studio chief, to 
nail down the name “The Red 
Danube” for Metro’s forthcoming 
release after every branch of the 
company played _ switch-the-title 
for a lengthy stretch. Name, inci- 
dentally, was the first that the pic 
had. 

Culver City lot had dubbed the 
Carey Wilson production “The Red 
Danube” while the film was being 
lensed. When the print reached 
the h. o., sales dept nixed the la- 
bel because it was felt that the 
name gave the impression of a 
European film with political over- 
tones. Since anti-Red films have 
not scored notably, sales staffers 
viewed the title as b.o. poison. 

Studio then suggested “The Case 
of Mary Buhlen” to which the dis- 
trib wing tentatively agreed. When 
that title reached Metro’s flackery, 
however, a minor revolt occurred. 
M-G’s h.o. publicists drafted a pe- 
tition to change the title again be- 
cause of a feeling that it would not 
go over with the public. “Buh'en” 
tag was then dropped. 

Instead, sales dept. ordered a 
survey of a cross-section of the 
public with 40 professional poll- 
sters handling the project. Those 
aquizzed were asked to choose from 
four titles, “Crossroads.” “The 
Whirlwind,” “No Escape” and 
“The Red Danube.” 

“Crossroads” 
and an announcement of. title 
change was released. On second 
thought, it was felt that the tag 
had litt'e or no connection with 
the pic’s story plot. Mayer then 
intervened to restore the original 
‘ahel. 

Title of the novel from which 
the film was adapted, incidentally, 
was “Vespers in Vienna.” 





won hands down 


More and More 99.44 % Pure 


Recent pronunciamento by Abram F. Myers, Allied 
association board chairman, that the industry must 
product to get better ratings from the Legion of Decency 
head-on this week by a statement from the Motion Picture 
It presented lengthy quotes from spokesmen for 
women’s organizations to show that “Hollywood is turni 
more films suitable for general family entertainment tha 


America. 


before.” 


While neither Myers nor his recent statement were me 
by the MPAA, refutation included a quote from Mrs. J 
Looram, of the Legion of Decency. 


States exhib 
clean Up its 
was met 
Assn. of 
leading 
ng out 
Nn ever 


ntioned 


f ame 
She said that “in the iat 


nine months we have been able to recommend 75% of the Holly. 
wood product as meeting our standards of decency and whole. 


someness.” 


chairman of the Protestant 


Others quoted were Mrs. Jesse M. 
Motion Picture Council: 


Bader, national 


Mrs. Dean 


Gray Edwards, chairman of the motion picture committee of the 


General Federation 
ters of the American Revolution. 

Myers stated that 
folly recklessly to 
“serious pledges of 
solid rock of public 
a picture rated “B” 


ignore 


of Women’s Clubs, and Mrs. 
gomery, chairman of the motion picture committee of the D 


with attendance on the downgrade 
the Legion’s standards.” ¢ 
reform to build up industry good \y 
confidence,” Myers said it was no answe 
or “C” by the LOD had been successfy] 
“If given an ‘A’ rating it might have been more so.” 


LeRoy Mont- 


augh- 


“it’s sheer 
alling for 
vill on the 
r that 
» Since 








Long Interval Between B way, H'wood 
Productions Cool Off Pix on Legiters 





Philly Judge Denies in). 

Vs. Majors on Clearance 

Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 

Judge George A. Welsh, in U. S. 
district court, denied a petition for 
an injunction sought by the City 
Center Theatre Co. to force eight 
major distribs and producers to 
knock off the 28-day clearance for 
its new City Center theatre, which 
opens tomorrow (24). 

The complainants asked for the 
in an effort to obtain 
first-run key rights to feature films. 
Morris Wolf, counsel for the de- 
fendants, told Judge Welsh all 
films had been offered to the City 
Center Theatre Co. on a competi- 
tive basis against neighboring Up- 
per Darby, Pa., houses, but the of- 
fer was refused. While the judge 
denied the injunction, he said he 
wanted time for further study of 
the case. 





Progress in Non-Flam 
Film Footage Augurs Big 
Savings on All Fronts 


Steady reduction in the price of 
acetate (safety) non-inflammable 
film is being pushed by Eastman 
Kodak with the cost of the newly- 
developed rawstock now slashed to 
only 
standard nitrate stock. Latest re- 
duction was pushed through last 
week. In the past six months, 
since EK first marketed the non- 
flam celluloid, price has been whit- 
tled from an initial .4c per foot 
higher than nitrate. 

Of its total output of motion 
picture stock, EK is now turning 
out 35% in safety stock. Within 
two years, entire output will be 
converted to acetate from the ni- 
trate base. Under an agreement 
with EK, majors are committed to 
take all the acetate produced by 
the Rochester firm. 

Once the changeover is com- 
plete, industryites predict some- 
thing of a revolution in the ship- 
ping of film and building of the- 
atres. Fire insurance rates will be 
drastically cut, it is said, and thea- 
tres can be built without elaborate 
fire precautions now used.  Ex- 
changes, moreover, can switch to 
standard office buildings. In this 
respect, it is noted that several 
cities including Boston and Wash- 
ington bar exchanges in buildings 
of more than one story. 

Prints, both nitrate and safety, 
are still being shipped in heavy 
metal containers. No switch will 
be made to lighter and cheaper 


packaging until the conversion to | 


safety prints is complete. Pre- 
caution is being taken to avoid the 
dangers of mixing up the two types 
of prints while in the transition 
period. 

Safety film is currently selling 
at $13.656 per 1.000 feet 


RKO Sets Rachmil 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
Lewis Rachmil is the fourth new 
producer signed by RKO since 
Howard Hughes took full produc- 
tion charge. Rachmil reported to 
the studio Monday (22). 
Other producers signed within 


the past two weeks are Warren. 


Duffy, John Houseman and Alex 
Gottlieb. 


le per foot above that of 


+ 


| 


Rey fgets ~~ 
) i > released 
is proving almost as much a 
damper currently on Hollywood in- 
terest in Broadway plays as the high 
prices set on screen rights. Studios 
are being very wary of what 20th- 
Fox production topper Darryl F 
Zanuck said recent was “cambe 
ling on the state of business two or 
three years hence.” 

Legit producers understandably 
do not want a film killing off a 
play’s income before it is com- 
pletely milked. That means that 
a combo of the Broadway run and 
road companies of a solid smash 
may result in a delay of 24 to 36 
months or even longer between the 
New York opening and the time 
the legit producer would want to 
face his live actors with celluloid 
competition. 

When picture b.o.s were definite- 
ly on the upswing, studios weren't 
concerned too much about the wait. 
As a matter of fact, with prices on 
the uptrend, a play might be con- 
siderably more valuable by the 
time the pic was released than 
when the property was bought. 
Now, however, studios hesitate to 
take a chance not only on the state 
of the film biz, but on the economic 
situation in general. With several 
hundred thousand dollars or more 
involved, the value of the dollar 
in 1951 or 1952 may make a lot of 
difference. 

A number of plays have had such 
long runs that despite the cold 
storage periods insisted on by the 
producers, the pictures come along 
and overlapped them. Among such 
have been “Tobacco Road,” “Life 
With Father,’ “Tomorrow the 
World” and, most recently, “Com- 
mand Decision.” It is genef@ly 
agreed that the touring companies 
have been hurt by the pix, but that 
the New York run may or may not 
be affected. Sometimes the film 
will come onto Broadway and off 
without a noticeable flutter in the 
legit gross. 

On the latter basis there have 
been some efforts by the picture 
companies to convince producers 
that they ought to cut down on the 
waiting periédds they demand. Most 
have not taken the bait, however, 
particularly Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein II, who go to 
the extreme of not selling theif 
stage properties to pictures at all 
because they feel they a have @ 
greater potential value as touring 
flesh musicals for years to come. 


Col-Vidor Battle On 
Contract to L.A. Court 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 
Legal feuding between Charles 
Vidor, film director, and his Co- 
lumbia boss, Harry Cohn, is 00 





‘again, although latter has been 


in Europe. This time Columbia 
filed suit asking L. A. superior 
court to recognize the validity 0 
its contract with Vidor and its right 


to suspend him and withhold his 
$3,000 weekly salary. 
Studio suspended the direct 
last Aug. 5, charging him with ry? 
ure to carry out his ao" nent : 
direct “The Petty Gir’ co-star 
rine Joiwn Cau!lfield and Robe 
Cummings. Vidor dee'ares he re 


mained at his dek until Awe for 
and demands his $3,009 — bent 
that week. Meanwhile, irl” 
| Levin is directing ‘“‘The Petty G®" 
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Now look at the /act behind this fact... .- 


a 


THE 3 TOP BOXOFFICE ACTORS ARE 


f° Bing Crosby 


ie) PS 


~/ Alan Ladd 
i >{o) of we) of: 


(Boxoffice Barometer 
Exhibitor- Poll) 
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There’s No Waiting! 
Paramount’s Now Dating 


2 Smash Gold Rush 
Shows from Each 
of the 3 lop Male Stars! 


ALL RELEASED IN 1949 





Plan on their coming hits without delay! 
Play their current hits right away! 





RE Ra: &. 





Sy 
i a 


LADD'S COMING HIT! LADD’'S CURRENT HIT! 





“CHICAGO DEADLINE” is the bait you want to date for 
the Armistice Day crowds. This is the biggest story excite- 
ment for Ladd since “‘This Gun For Hire.” 


“THE GREAT GATSBY” currently rated “A superior film” 
by Louella Parsons in Cosmopolitan, is currently doing su- 
perior Ladd business in key dates everywhere. 





“CHICAGO DEADLINE” storring Alan Ladd and Donna 


- “THE GREAT GATSBY” starring Alan Ladd, Betty Field, 
Reed, with June Havoc, Irene Hervey, Arthur Kennedy 9 tak 
svedeeed by Robert Fellows ¢ Directed by Lewis Allen og pomayt ty tagt ag bay 4 Prono yod as 
len Maye. Worren Duff «Based on @ Story by Moibaum © Directed by Elliott Nugent * Screenplay by 


sy Hume ond Richard Maibaum « From the novel by 
. Scott Fitzgerald and the play by Owen Davis 
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“IF IT’S A PARAMOUNT PICTURE, IT’S THE BEST SHOW IN TOWN” 








BING'S COMING HIT! ; . BING'S CURRENT HIT! 





? 7 ’ : ‘ P , 
“TOP O° THE MORNING” celebrates Paramount Week, “A CONNECTICUT YANKEE” in Technicolor, is delight- 
Sept. 4-10. Barry’s back with Bing to make it 3-iu-a-row for ing fans everywhere. If you haven't played it, get it now. 
the ‘Going My Way.” “Welcome Stranger” team. It’s Bing’s biggest romance-and-song show. 
“TOP O' THE MORNING” storring Bing Crosby, Ann Blyth, Mark Twain's “A CONNECTICUT YANKEE In King Arthur's 
Barry Fitzgerald, Hume Cronyn e Produced by Robert Court” starring Bing Crosby, Rhonda Fleming, William 
L. Welch @ Directed by David Miller « Written by Edmund Bendix, Sir Cedric Hardwicke with Murvyn Yye, Virginia 
Beloin and Richard Breen ¢ Lyrics by Johnny Burke © Music Field, Henry Wilcoxon * Color by Technicolor * Produced 
by James Van Heusen by Robert Fellows * Directed by Tay Garnett * Screen- 


play by Edmund Beloin © Lyrics by Johnny Burke © Music 
by James Van Heusen 








6, 
é. 
is HOPE’S COMING HITI * HOPE'S CURRENT HIT! 
“THE GREAT LOVER” is now being wrapped up at the "SORROWFUL JONES” has matched or surpassed “Pale- 
studio for Christmas delivery to you. Paramount spaces face’ just about everywhere. Hope’s hotter than he’s ever 
telease dates right, for a star-eager public. been—in this famous Damon Runyon yarn. 


Damon Runyon's “SORROWFUL JONES” starring Bob 
: / ng, Roland Culver, Richard Lyon, Hope and Lucille Ball, with William Demarest, Bruce 
a adand oe Edmund Bolein © Directed by Cabot, Thomas Gomez, and_ introducing Mary Jane 
Alexcnder Hall « Written by Edmund Beloin, Melville Sounders © Foreword narrated by Walter Winchell 

raf ote Produced by Robert L. Welch « Directed by Sidney Lan- 
Shavelson and Jack Ros field « Screenplay by Melville Shavelson, Edmund Harte 
mann and Jack Rose * Adopted from a Story by Damon 
Runyon and a Screenplay by William R. Lipman, Sam 
Hellman and Gladys Lehman 


“THE GREAT LOVER" starring Bob Hope and Rhonda 


















ALSO RELEASED IN 1949 


These Star Hits With These Hit Stars! 


tee eee 





“THE HEIRESS” A William Wyler Production starring Olivia de Havilland, Montgomery Clift, Ralph Richardson, with Miriam Hopkins, Mona Freeman, 
Vanessa Brown, Selena Royle. Produced and directed by William Wyler. Screenplay by Ruth and Augustus Goetz. Based on their stage play. 


“ROPE OF SAND” A Hal Wallis Pro- 
duction starring Burt Lancaster, Paul 
Henreid, Claude Rains, Peter Lorre, 
with Sam Jaffe and introducing Corinne 
Calvet. Directed by William Dieterle. 
Story and Screenplay by Walter Doniger. 
Additional Dialogue by John Paxton. 


“MY FRIEND IRMA“ A Hal Wallis >} 
Production starring John Lund, Diana — | 
Lynn, Don DeFore, with Marie Wilson 
as Irma, and introducing Dean Martin 
and Jerry Lewis. Directed by George 
Marshall. Screenplay by Howard and 
Parke Levy. Based upon the CBS radio 
program “‘My Friend Irma” created 
by Cy Howard. Music and Lyrics by 
Jay Livingston and Ray Evans. 





q “RED, HOT AND BLUE” A John Farrow 
Production starring Betty Hutton and 
Victor Mature, with William Demarest, 
June Havoc. Produced by Robert 
Fellows. Directed by John Farrow. 
Screenplay by Hagar Wilde and John 
Farrow. Story by Charles Lederer. 


“SONG OF SURRENDER” starring DP 
Wanda Hendrix, Claude’ Rains, 
Macdonald Carey, with Andrea King. 

A Mitchell Leisen Production. Produced 
by Richard Maibaum. ‘Directed by 
Mitchell Leisen. Screenplay by Richard 
Maibaum. Special song number by Victor 
Young, Jay Livingston and Ray Evans. 





FOR A COMPLETE PROGRAM, BOOK 
PARAMOUNT SHORTS AND PARAMOUNT NEWS 
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(hi Upped By Visitors; ‘Gatsby’ Fat 
675,000, Abbott-Costello Loud 186; 


Lining’ -Eckstine 586, ‘Baby’ 166, 2d 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Chi film grosses remain high 
with current giant influx of visitors. 
Holdovers are especially strong 
with only two new bills in. “Great 
Gatsby” at State-Lake looks fairly 


brisk M 
the Killer 

0. | 
a appears to be latching 
on to best two-week business this 
summer with ‘Look for Silver Lin- 
ing,” aided by Billy Eckstine. 
Shapes strong $58,000 for second 
frame. “Yes, Sir, That’s My Baby, 
at Roosevelt, continues fancy $16,- 
000 in second. “Scene of Crime, 
at United Artists, appears pert with 
$14,000 due. 


at Palace shapes nifty 


y% 





$25,000 or under, while “Meet | 


Third week of “You’re My Every- 
thing’ backed by George Jessel | 
topping stageshow, looks near sec- | 


ond round figure at $40,000. One 
performance Saturday night with 
Al Jolson p.a. cut in since there 
was a holdover crowd. Third stint 
of “Mighty Joe Young” at Grand 
seems bright $10,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Silver Lining” (WB) with Billy 
Eckstine heading stage bill (2d wk). 
Nice $58,000. Last week, $70,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) and 
“Lost Tribe’ (Col) (2d wk). Smart 
$6,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Smooth $10,000. Last week, 
lusty $16,500. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—You’re My Everything” (20th) 
with George Jessel in person (3d 
wk). Hefty $40,000. Last week, 


$45,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Killer’ (U) 
and “Leave to Henry” (Mono). 
Solid $18,000. Last week, ‘‘Calam- 
ity Jane”’ (U) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Miracle of Life’ (Indie) (3d wk). 
Sex film is getting play from males. 
Looks sharp $9,000 or near. Last 
week, $8,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Yes, Sir, That’s My Baby” (U) (2d 
wk). Excellent $16,000. Last week, 
smash $25,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40.—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (35th 


wk). Firm $6,300. Last week, $6,-' 
400 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘Great Gatsby” (Par). Brisk $25,- 


’ A 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come ; 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
a the U. S. amusement 
ax 


Pitt Picks Up; 


Magic Hot 166 


Cooler weather is helping things 
all along the line currently smart- 
est newcomer promises to. be 








| “Black Magic,” which is turning in 


000 or near. Last week, “Good Old | 


anne” (M-G) (2d wk), $17.-| 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—“Scene of Crime” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding up to $17,000. Last 
week, sturdy $23,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 50-98)— 
“Champion” (UA) (6th wk). Final 
week appears okay $12,000. Last 
week, $16,000. 

World (indie) (587; 80)—“Bank 
Dick” (Indie) and “My Little Chick- 
adee” (Indie) (reissues) (4th wk). 
Handsome $3,500. Last week, 





‘Roseanna’ Paces Indpls. 
Upbeat, Sock at $15,000; 
‘My Baby’ Dandy $13,000 


_ Indianapolis, Aug. 23. 
All-time cold August weather 
Plus special promotion is upping 
owntown situations to good biz 
this week, although “Black Magic” 
at Loew’s didn’t share in the trend. 
appearance by Donald 
pyounor got “Yes Sir, That’s My 
peng off to a fine start at Indiana. 
Mery by Farley Granger at Circle 
Friday and Saturday helped make 
Roseanna McCoy” the week’s top 
&rosser, 
Estimates for This Week 
; le (Gamble-Dolie) (2,800; 44- 
7 Age Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) 
hd “Follow Me Quietly” (RKO). 
$15,000. Last week, “Girl 
ia Beach” (WB) and “House 
ross Street” (WB), nice $11,500. 
diana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
Sir, That’s My Baby” (U) and 
Tagon” (Mono). Dandy $13.- 
20th) cry Me of Stran- 
and “ rt ) 
$9.000. ad Boy” (Mono), 
« W's (Loew’s) (2.427: 44-65)— 
eack Magic” (UA) and “Kazan” 
«a: Dull $8,000. Last week, 
Wolf Tqucasta” (Col) and “Lone 
Last ady” (Col), about same. 
“Gung, (G.7 D) 1,600; 44-65) — 
Patrot Din” (RKO) and “Lost 
500 | (RKO) (reissues). Fair $6,- 
Rotter 8 days. Last week, ‘“For- 
Sacr n Women” (Mono) and “Mas- 
© River” (Mono), mild $5,500. 


gers” ( 
slow 


| 


the Penn after 
Sir, That’s My 


a solid stanza at 
smash bally. “Yes, 
Baby” also is nice at the Harris. 
“Lost Boundaries” is doing terrific 
second round at the Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 45-80) — 
“Sand” (20th). Mild $8,000 or near. | 
Last week, “Red Menace” (Rep), 
very slow $5,000 in 6 days. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80) — 
“Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” (U). 
Helped by one-day personal ap- 
pearance on stage of Donald O’Con- 
nor, Joshua Shelley, Gwen Carter 
and Patricia Alphin. Nice $13,000 
or close. Last week, “Anna Lu-! 
casta” (Col), $12,000. | 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) | 
—‘‘Black Magic” (UA). This one | 
had terrific campaign and it’s pay- 


| ing off with solid $16,000 or better. 


Last week, “Good Old Summer- 
time” (M-G) (2d wk), $14,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (2d wk). 
Biggest thing at this house in more 
than two years and showing plenty 
of staying power at torrid $16,500. 
Last week, way over original esti- 
mate at sensational $28,000 a fig- 
ure not duplicated here since 1947. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80) — 
“One Last Fling’ (WB) and ‘“‘House 


| Across Street’”’ (WB). Modest $7.- | 
| 000. Last week, 


“Silver Lining”’ 
(WB) (m.o.), nice $7,200, not bad 
considering that it had played fort- 
night at Stanley. 


‘Number’ Plays Big In 
Denver, 186; ‘Allegro’ 106 


Denver, Aug. 23. 

Pacing city this week is ‘‘You’re 
My Everything,” nice in three the- 
atres. But comparatively stronger 
is ‘Any Number Can Play,” big at 
Orpheum. “Johnny Allegro” shapes 
fair. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 





| 74)—“Silver Lining” (WB) (4th wk). 


Down to $4,500. Last week, fair $6,- 
500 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 


'.—“Great Victor Herbert” (Par) (re- 


issue). Slim $8,500. Last week, 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) (2d wk), fair 
$9,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th) and 
“Lone Wolf Lady” (Col), day-date 
with Esquire, Webber. Good $16,- 


000. Last week, “Portrait of Jen- 
nie’ (SRO) and “Air Hostess” 
(Col), $15,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 


“You're My Everything” (20th) and 
“Lone Wolf Lady” ‘Col), also Den- 
ver, Webber. Nice $3,000. Last 
week, “Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) 
and “Air Hostess” (Col), same. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


“Any Number Play” ‘(M-G) and 
“Gay Amigo” (UA). Big $18,000 or 
near. Last week. ‘“Neptune’s 
Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk), okay 
$11,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Johnny Allegro” (UA) and “Leave 
to Henry” (Mono), day-date with 
Rialto. Fair $8,000. Last week, 
“Ilegal Entry” (U) and “Fighting 
Fools” (Mono), fair $7,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)— 
“Johnny Allegro” ‘Col) and “Leave 
It to Henry” (Mono), also Para- 
mount. Dull $2,000. Last week, 
“Home of Brave” (UA) and “C- 
Man” (FC? (m.o.), good $3,000 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th) and 
“Tone Wolf” (Col), also Denver, 
Esquire. Trim $2,500. Last week, 
“Tegal Entry” (U) ana “Fighting 
Fools” (Mono), fair $1,750. 


| Billed 


Strike Nips San Antonio 
San Antonio, Aug. 23. 
With the San Antonio bus strike 
| now in its third week, a decided biz 
| drop has been noted here by down- 
|} town houses. Nabe theatres are re- 
| porting good biz, and the drive-ins 
are full for all performances. Biz 
is reported off as much as 25%. 
Share-the-ride, car pools and 
other wartime emergency measures 
to insure transportation to and 
from work are making their come- 
| back. In addition to the bus strike, 
ithe polio scare is also keeping many 
| away from the indoor houses, 


‘Roseanna Rosy 





Louisville, Aug. 23. 

Tee-off of “Roseanna McCoy” 
locally at Rialto is making the big 
|splash this week. Terrific exploi- 
| tation was put on by RKO. Giant 
session is in prospect. “It's Great 

Feeling” at Mary Anderson is giv- 
ing that house its best biz since 
last spring with sock total. Straight 
vaude bill plus double reissue bill 
at National is registering healthy 
take. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,400; 
45-65)—It’s Great Feeling’ (WB) 
sock $11,000. Last week, “Lust For 
Gold” (Col), $6,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 50-85 
—‘Give Out, Sisters” (U) and 
‘Ladies’ Man” (Par) (reissues) plus 
seven vaude acts. Teed off briskly 
| with neat $8,500 likely. Last week, 
“Last Tribe” (Col) and “Shut Big 
Mouth” (Col) (reissues), fair $7,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—“‘Roseanna McCoy” (RKO). 
as world preem but pic 
played Aug. 17 in Charleston, 
W. Va. and next day in 208 houses. 
Big bally with radio cooperation 
both in spot announcements and 
talent, plus p.a. of Farley Granger 
and Joan Evans, spelling smash 
$19,000. Last week, “Big Steal” 
(RKO) and “Bad Boys” (Mono), 
nice $12,000, and m.o. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Black Magic” (UA) and “Law of 
Barbary Coast” (Col). Good $11,000 
or over. Last week, “Edward, My 
Son” (M-G) and “Caught” (M-G), 
$13,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000: 45-65)— 
“Green Promise” (RKO) and 
“Stagecoach Kid” (Rep). Mild $4,- 
000. Last week. “Red Canyon” (U) 
and “Amazon Quest” (FC), neat 
$6,000. 


D.C. Booms; ‘Lagoon’ Hep 
$16,500, ‘Feeling’ Great 
256, ‘Doolins’ Wow 106 


Washington, Aug. 23. 
Town’s mainstem is booming this 
week, thanks to combo of cool 
weather, surefire newcomers and 
the first postwar example of high- 
power circus bally. Marquee des- 





ert island stunt boosted “Blue La- | 


goon” into a record-breaker for the 


past year at Keith’s. Another siz- | 


zler, “It’s a Great Feeling,” at War- | 
| ner, teed off smash, and looks best 


there for over a year, running neck 
and neck with “Jolson Story.” 
Metropolitan also is sock with 
“Doolins of Oklahoma.” 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)—_| 


“Sand” (20th) plus vaude. Slowest 
spot midtown currently at mild 
$18,000. Last week, “One False 
Step” (U) with vaude, better than 
expected at $21,000. 

Dupont (435; 50-85)—‘‘Don Quix- 
ote” (Indie). Hot $6,000, thanks to 
rave notices and heavy Embassy 

(Continued on page 321) 


$19,000 in L’ville 


‘Jolson’ Croons B’way State to Record 





$95,000; ‘Summer’ 


ime Hot 141G, 3d; 


‘Rope -Beneke-Damone-Calvet 776, 3d 


Continued cool weather during 
the last seven days is doing more 
for the Broadway firstrun boxoffice 
than some of the recently unveiled 
pictures. The mildest August tem- 
peratures in several years will help 
{trade at nearly all deluxers this 
session 

The socko exception to mild new 
entries “Jolson Sings Again,” 
soaring to new all-time record at 


IS 


the State where $95,000 looms in 
initial week ending last night 
(Tues.). Threatening weather final 
day (yesterday’ probably cut in 


somewhat and may have kept the 
new Jolson opus from crossing the 
century mark. The rather abrupt 
tapering off, experienced also by 
other houses, late Sunday likewise 


was detrimental. 

Both “Siren of Atlantis,” with 
$14,000, and “Special Agent,” at 
$7,500, are doing very mildly for 
|newcomers. 

New vaudeville with “Arctic 
|Manhunt” is giving the Palace 


another bangup week at $22,000 
Musie Hall, Paramount and Astor 
are doing outstandingly well with 
their holdovers. “‘Good Old Sum- 
mertime” with stageshow is giving 
the Hall a smart $141,000 in third 
session, insuring a fourth round. 
Par’s “Rope of Sand,” with Tex 
Beneke band, Vic Damone and 
Corinne Calvet topping stageshow, 
is holding very well at solid $77,- 
000.. Astor’s “Lost Boundaries” 
continues in remarkably strong 
fashion at $20,000 for eighth week 
Also reflecting the better weather 
is “Come To Stable” which is only 
a step away from previous week at 
$27,000 for fourth Rivoli frame. 
“Sword in Desert’ opens at 
Criterion today (Wed.), after nearly 
four highly successful weeks of 
i‘‘Mighty Joe Young.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-1.50) 
—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (8th wk). 
Continues in big style at $20,000 


after $21,000 for seventh frame. 
Stays on. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)\— “Red Shoes” (EL) (44th 


wk). Picking up to strong $10,500 
or near after $9,800 last week, over 
hopes. Continues, with two-year 
run now held distinct possibility 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Anna Lucasta” (Col) with Tom- 
‘my Tucker orch, Golden Gate 
Quartet, Nancy Donovan, 
onstage (2d-final wk). Down to 
light $49,000 after mild $59,000 
opener. ‘“‘Madame Bovary” (M-G) 
with David Rose orch, Eileen Bar- 
ton, Jay Marshall onstage opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.) after three pre- 
views of film today (Wed.). 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘‘Sword in Desert” (U). Opens 
today (Wed.) following invitational 
preem last night (Tues.). Last week, 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (4th 
wk-3'2 days), still okay at $5,000 
after stout $19,000 for third round. 
Globe (Brandt) 11,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Siren of Atlantis’ (UA). First 
week shapes very mild $14,000 but 
holding. Last week, ‘“‘Not Wanted” 
(FC) (4th wk), $8,000. “Crooked 
Way” (UA) set to come in next. 
Gotham (Brandt) 
“Special Agent” (Par). Doing only 
okay $7,500. Last week, “‘Dumbo” 
(RKO) and “Saludos Amigos’ 
(RKO) (reissues) (4th wk), $7,000. 


“Arctic Manhunt” (U) and vaude. 
Shaping up for fine $22,000. Last 
week, “Ma, Pa Kettle’? (U) with 
vaude, $21,500, cool weather push- 
ing up over hopes 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 

“Rope of Sand” (Par) with Tex 
Beneke orch, Vie Damone and 
Corinne Calvet p.a. onstage (4th- 
final wk) Holding up to solid 
$77,000 after fancy $83.000 for sec- 
ond Miss Calvet added to stage 
layout in third week “Top o' the 
Morning” Pat with Carmen 


Cavallaro orch, De Marco Sisters, 


Gary Moore Vanderbilt Boys 
comes in Aug. 31 

Park Avenue (U) (588: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (48th wk). 


Picking up to $9.000 in 47th stanza 
ended last Monday (22) night after 
$8,000 in previous week. Stays on. 


Radio Citv Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945: 80-$%2.40) “Good 
Old Summertime” (M-G) = and 


stageshow (3d wk). Continues very 
strong at $141,000 after big $146.- 
000 in second session. Stays fourth 
week, and likely will run through 
Labor Day 

Rialto (Mage) (594: 
“Body Snatcher” (RKO) 
and “Bride of Death” (Indie) 
final wk). Down to $7,500 
solid $10,000 opener. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092:  60- 
$1.25)—“‘Come to Stable’ (20th) 
(4th wk). Continues in hefty coin 
at $27,000 after $28,000 for third. 
Continues on indef 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) plus 
Evelyn Knight, Sid Caesar, The 
Pitchmen, others, iceshow onstage 
(2d-final wk). Holding okay at 
$68,000 after $79,000 opener, which 
was below hopes. “I Was Male 
War Bride” (20th) with Jack Haley, 
Martha Stewart, Maxellos, new ice- 
show opens Friday (26). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.80)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (2d wk). 
First week ended last night (Tues.) 
soared to new all-time high of $95,- 
000. This is breaking all records, 
including biggest hour, largest 
matinee, night and on attendance. 
The $1.80 top Saturday and Sunday 
nights a real help, with weather 
also a factor. Got in eight shows 
Saturday, six on Sunday and seven 


44-98) 
(reissue) 

(2d- 
after 


80-$1.50) 


on weekdays. Rave reviews are 
contributing to huge total. Last 
| week, “Great Sinner’ (M-G) (7th 


others, | 


imild $26,000 opener. 


| “Quartet” 


(900; 44-99)— | 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) | 


|—‘‘Too Late For Tears” 
wk). Off to thin $14,600 after mild 
$19,000 opener. Stays only one 
more frame, with “Kid From Cleve- 
land” (Rep) then due in. 


Roseanna Real McCoy in Cincy Bow, 


Colossal $26,000: 


Cincinnati, Aug. 23. 

Rip snortin’ unveiling of ‘Rose- 
anna McCoy" is bagging a giant 
take this round at Albee and lift- 
ing overall biz to a favorable sea- 
sonal level. Of two other new bills, 
“Black Magic” is perky at Palace 
and “Not Wanted” is sturdy at 
Grand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.100; 55-75)— 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) shootin - 
tootin’ bally on world preem and 
“Air Hostess” (Col’, with Ruth 
Lvons originating her WLW *Morn- 
ing Matinee” morning show, daily 
except Sunday, on stage. Opening 
day extras included p.a. of ‘Mc- 
Cov’s”’ Farley Granger, Ernie 
Tubbs and His Grand Ole Opry 
Bovs and a Cincy “Roseanna Mc- 
Coy” selected by Samuel Goldwyn. 


Magic’ Bright 126 


'Mammoth $26,000. Last week, 
“Let's Live Little” (EL) plus 8-act 
vaude layout topped by Buck and 
Bubbles and Senator Murphy at 
55-94c scale, great $28,000. 

Capitol +RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) (2d wki. 
Moderate $6,500 trailing pleasing 
$12.000 bow. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
“Not Wanted” (FC). Sturdy $8,500. 
Last week, “El Paso” (Par), $10.000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
—‘‘Lonesome Pine” (Par) (reissue). 
Smooth $7,500. Last week. “llega! 


Entry” (U) and “Woman Hater” 
(U), $6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75'— 
“Black Magic’ (UA) and “This Is 


New York” (UA). Pleasing $12,000. 
Last week, “Anna Lueasta” (Col 
and “Kazan” (Col! same. 


(UA) (2d | 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— | 





wk), $9,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 50-$1.25) — 
“It’s Great Feeling’ (WB) (2d- 
final wk). Down to $18,000 after 
House closes 
Friday (26) for one week for house 
redecorating, refurbishing prior to 
opening “White Heat” (WB) with 
Xavier Cugat orch and Latin- 
American revue. 

Sutton (R & ®) (561; 70-$1.20)—- 
(EL) (22d wk). Still 
remains steady at $8,000 in 2ist 
week ended last Monday (22) night 
after $7,500 for preceding round. 
Holds on with opening of “Fallen 
Idol” (SRO). 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060: 95- 
$1.50)\—“‘The Window” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Okay at $17,000 after strong 
$20,000 for second. Continues. 


Rain Perks Omaha B.0.; 
‘Boundaries’ Bangup At 
$12,500, ‘Beach’ 12G 


Omaha, Aug. 23. 
Cool, unsettled weather that 
drove people into the theatres is 
giving biz a real shot in the arm. 
Everything is up. “Lost Bound- 





|aries” at Orpheum shapes lively. 


“Girl from Jones Beach” at Para- 
mount shapes surprisingly strong. 


“Anna Lucasta” is so big at the 
Brandeis, that it may hold. 


Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 
65)—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) 
“Leave To Henry” (Mono). Very 
big $12,500. Last week, “Great 
Gatsby” (Par) and “Tucson” (20th), 
fair $10,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65) “Girl Jones Beach” (WB). 
Fancy $12,000. Last week, “You're 
My Everything” (20th), $10,500. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.500; 16-65)— 
“Anna Lueasta” (Col) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Col). Extra good $9,000 
or over, may hold. Last week, 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) and 
“Air Hostess” (Col), $6,000 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65 
“Commandos at Dawn” ‘Col) and 
“Destroyer” (Col) ‘reissues Fat 
7,000. Last week, “Barkleys of 


16- 
and 


| Broadway” (M-G) (3d wk), $4,000. 
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Hub Spotty But Vaude Still Strong, 


With Kazan’ $26,500; ‘Hurricane’ 206 


+ 


Boston, Aug. 23. 
Biz shapes spotty this stanza 
with vaude still dragging them in 
at the RKO Boston. New entries, 
“slattery’s Hurricane” at Memorial 


” d Fenway shape _ nice 
«< en 3 . 
a Magic” at State and Or- 
pheum is very disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 7 
Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (6th wk). 
Holding up fairly well at $5,500. 
Last week, okay $6,500. ae 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 55-85)— 
“Kazan” (Col) plus vaude with 
Proskee’s Tigers. Solid $26,500. 
Last week, “Follow Me Quietly 
(RKO) plus vaude with Artie 


ann. $27,000. 
sy adn (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
(WB) and 


“it’s Great Feeling” 
“Blaming Fury” (Rep). Not bad 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Massacre 


“It’s a Great Feeling” at Para- | 


River” (Mono) and “Special Agent” | 


(Par), $5,400. 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; 40-85)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC) (4th wk). Down 
to $3,000. Last week, nice $3,900. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Woman Hater” (WB) (reissues). 
Okay $20,000. Last week, ‘One 
False Step” (U) and “Brother’s 


Keeper” (EL), disappointing $15,-_ 


000 in 6 days. 


Metropolitan (NET) (4,376; 40-85) | 


—"You’re My Everything” (20th) 
and “Flaming Fury”’ (Rep) (2d wk). 
Down to $17,000 after nice $21,000 
for first. 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— | 


“Black Magie’’ (UA) and “Daring 
Caballero” (Col). Mild $14,000. Last 
week, “Anna Lucasta’” (Col) and 
“Air Hostess” (Col), neat $20,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—"It’s Great Feeling’ (WB) and 
“Flaming Fury” (Rep). Good $14,- 
000. Last week, “‘Massacre River” 
(Mono) and “Special Agent” (Par), 
$13,600. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Black Magic’ (UA) and “Daring 
Caballero” (Col). Slight $9,500. 
Last week, “‘Anna Lucasta” (Col) 
“Air Hostess” (Col), okay $12,000. 


MAGIC’ LIVELY $8,500, 
MONT’L; ‘JANE’ TRIM 96 


Montreal, Aug. 23. 
Cool weather is boosting returns 
here this round with ‘‘You’re My 
Everything” and “Black Magic” 
standout. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“You're My Everything” (20th). 
Big $25,000. Last week, “‘Fountain- 
head” (WB) (2d wk), $10,000. 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Lust for Gold” (Col). Nice $15,- 
000. Last week, “Sand” (20th), mild 


$10,000. 
(C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 





Palace 
“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) (2d wk). 


| $13,000 


| (13th wk). Nice $4,800, Last week, 


Down to $10,000 after sock first. 


week at $15,500. 
‘ Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 
Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding big with $12,000 after 
dandy $13,000 opener. 
i Imperial (C.T.) 
Calamity Jane” (U) and “Air Hos- 
tess” (U). Trim $9,000. Last week, 
Flaxy Martin” (WB) and “Chris- 
topher Blake” (WB), okay $5,500. 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 


34-60)— | 


(1,839; 25-45)— | 


“Black Magic” (UA) and “Lone | 


Wolf Lady” (UA). Smash $8,500. 
Last_ week, “Late for Tears” (UA) 
and “Leave to Henry” (UA), $6,500. 


Boundaries’ Big 196, 
Prov.; ‘Everything’ 186 


p Providence, Aug. 23. 
: Pleasant, unseasonably cold after 
recent hot spell hereabouts reflect- 





ng in fairly nice take all around. | 


ading list are RKO Albee’s “Lost 
Suhdaries’ ’and Majestic’s “You're 
y Everything.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Lo e (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
Th St Boundaries” (FC) and “Hold 
oe Baby” (Mono). Big $19,000. 
“ een Qo — (FC) and 
uest” i ’k)> 
ood $11 0G ndie) (2d wk); 
wyalestic (Fay) (2.200: 44-65)— 
“Sky re My Everything” (20th) and 
liner” (20th). Happy $18,000. 
» “Slattery’s Hurricane” 
Ringside” (SG), $12.000. 
A nal awe 44-65)— 
agic” A) and “Lone 
Wolf and His Lady” (UA). On slow 
Fn $15,500. Last week, “Any 
pe er Play” (M-G) and “Gay 
Sire (M-G), neat $21.000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 44-65) 
qeat Gatsbv” (Par), Opened 
cast AY (22). Last week. “Anna Lu- 
man” (Col) and “Devil's Hench- 
(Col) (24 wk), oke $9,500. 


a 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,693,000 
(Based on Cities, 204 
theatres 
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chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,582,000 
(Based on 22 and 201 
202 theatres 








Gable Sockeroo 
$17,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 23. 

Dull weekend is dragging down 
film theatre business for whole 
week. Holdovers are suffering most 
but new entries are not getting 
very far. Top newcomers are “Black 
Magic” big at United Artists and 
“Slattery’s Hurricane,” only fairly 
solid at the Fox. “Any Number 
Can Play” also shapes socko at 
St. Francis, Clark Gable draw turn- | 
ing the trick. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-85) 
—‘Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“Make Mine Laughs” (RKO) (2nd 
wk). Way off at $11,000. Last week, 





terrific $29,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651: 60-95) —|} 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and | 
“Alimony” (EL). Fairly solid $18,- | 


000 or close. Last week, “You're | 
My Everything” (20th) and “Hold | 
That Baby” (Mono) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Warfield (FWCQ (2,656; 60-85)— 
“The Great Sinner’ (M-G) and 
“Forgotten Women” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Oke $14,000. Last week, lofty 
$21,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— | 
“Silver Lining” (WB) and “House 
Across Street” (WB) (2d wk). Fair- | 
ish $14,000. Last week, sock | 
$26,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Any Number Play” (M-G). Smash 
$17,000. Last week, “Wizard of Oz” 
(M-G) (reissue) (4th wk), $6,500. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85) —‘‘Anna Lucasta” (Col) and 
“Air Hostess” (Col). Good $16,000. 
Last week, “Calamity Jane” (U) 
(2d wk), 5 days, $4,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85)—"‘Black Magic” (UA). Fancy 
Last week, “Grat Dan 
Patch” (UA) (2d wk), 5 days, pallid | 
$2,800. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370; 
$1.20-$2.40) —**Red Shoes” (EL) 


about same. 
Esquire ‘No. Coast) (955; 55-85) | 


—*‘Passionnelle” (Indie) and “Tor- | 
ment” (Indie) (2d wk). Down to 
$4,000 in 6 days. Last week, big 
$8,000 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Little Chickadee” (Indie) and 


“Bank Dick” (Indie) (reissues). Big 
$3,500. Last week, “Fanny” (indie) 
(3d wk). $2,000. 





Vaude Boosts ‘Pacific’ 


Smash $30,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Aug. 23. 
Reopening of the vast Fox here 
with vaudfilm policy is paying off 
with sock total in prospect. Paired 
with “Canadian Pacific’? response 


tof local patrons has been big even 


in the face of discontinuance of 
matinees. Despite big outdoor 
bally, “Black Magic” shapes barely 
okay at Loew’s. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) | 
—‘You’re My Everything” (20th) | 
and “One Last Fling’? (WB) (m.o.). 
Fine $13,000. Last week, “Silver 
Lining” (WB) and “Adventure Bal- 
timore” (RKO), $11,500. 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—‘“Ca- 
nadian Pacific’ (20th) and vaude. 


Sock $30,000. Last week, not open. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Black Magic” (UA) and “Jungle 
Jim” (Col). Okay $11,000. Last 
week, “Any Number Play” (M-G) 
and “Blackie’s Chinese Adventure 
(Col) (2d wk), nice $16,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) and “Bride 
of Vengeance” (Par) (2d wk). Down 
to about $12,000 after good $16,000 
initial session. . 
mst Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Calamity Jane” (U) and “Tilegal 
Entrv” (U). Okay $10,000. Last 
week, “You're My Everything 
(20th) and “Last Fling” (WB), solid 
$14,500. 


‘ . ° . 
‘Summertime’ Torrid In 
| . ‘ , ~ 
'Port., 10'.G; ‘Lueasta’ 15G 
: Portland. Ore. Aug. 23, 
New product here this week is 
helping firstrun biz. “Good Old 
Summertime” looks tops with huge 
total at small United Artists. 
“Dumbo” and “Saludos 
shapes nice at Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1.832: 50-85) 
—‘“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) 
and “The Castaway” (Rep) (2d wk). 


Okay $6,500. Last week. terrific 
$13,800 

Mayfair (Parker) (1.500: 50-85) 
“Big Cat” (EL) and “tn This Cor 
nel (EL So-so $5.000. Last week 
“Outpost in Morocco UA) and 
“Gay Amigo” (UA), okav $6.000 

Oriental (H-E) (2.000: 50-85) 
“Anna Lueasta”’ (Col) and “Judge 
Steps Out RKO), day-date with 
Paramount Good $4,500 Last 
week You're VIN tiverythings 
20th) and “The Fan 20th), $4,700 

Orpheum (H-F 750: 50-85 
“Dumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos Ami- 


gos” (RKO) (reissues). Nice $7,000 
Last week. “Not Wanted” (FC) and 


*““Man About the House” (20th). $8.- 
700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.400: 50-85)— 
“Anna Lucasta” (Col) and “The 


Judge Steps Out” (RKO), also Ori- 
ental. Solid $10.500. Last week. 
“You’re My Everything” (20th) and 
“The Fan” (20th), big $11,300 
United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
85)—“‘Good Old Summertime” (M- 
G). Terrific $10.500. Last week. 
“Secret Garden” (M-G), mild $6,500 


Hurricane’ Lusty 


$28,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 

Break in heat wave is keeping 
people at home this week with biz 
at downtown houses perking as a 
result. WCTU contab brought an 
influx of visitors and that is help- 
ing somewhat. Best trade is being 
chalked up by “Slattery’s Hurri- 
cane,” big at the Fox. “Good Old 
Summertime” shapes nice at the 
Goldman while “Scene of Crime” 
is doing good at the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1.303: 50-99)— 
“Pride of Yankees” (RKO) and 
“Tall in Saddle’ (RKO) (reissues). 
Nice $8.000 Last week, ‘“‘Man- 
handled” (Par). $8.500. 

Boyd (WB) (2.360: 50-99) — 
“Great Sinner’ (M-G) (3d. wk). 


Down to $14,500. Last week, okay 


$18.000. 

Earle (WB) (2.700: 50-99) — 
“Home of Brave” (UA) (3d wk). 
Oke $15,000. Last week. terrific 


$24,000. 
Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-99)—“Slat- 
tery’s Hurricane” (20th). Tops in 


town at big $28,000. Last week, 
“You’re My Everything” (20th) (3d 


wk), fast $13,000 in 5 days. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1.200: 50- 


| 99)\—“‘Good Old Summertime” 
(M-G). Fine $16.000. Last week, 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) (4th 
wk), $8,500. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)\—“‘Great Gatsbv” (Par) (4th, 


wk). Down to $5,500. 
nice $9,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4360; 50-99)— 
“Great Feeling’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Off to $20.000 after hefty $30,000 
for take-off. 

Pix (Cummins) 
“Big Jack” (M-G). 
3 days. Last week, 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99i— 
“Scene of Crime” (M-G). Good 
$18,000 or over. Last week. “Anna 
Lucasta” (Col) (2d wk). $16.000. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-99)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC) (2d wk!. Down 
to $9,000. Last week. great 


$17.000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) $2.40- 
$1.20)—“Red Shoes” (35th 
wk). Good $4,500. week, 


about same. 


Last week, 


(500: 50-99) 
Solid $1,500 in 
second-runs. 


(500: 
(EL) 
Last 





‘Hurricane’ Best Balto 


Bet at Wham $14,000 


Baltimore, Aug. 23. 

Good pickup is noted here this 
week with “It’s Great Feeling” 
drawing a robust figure at Stanley 
and “Slattery’s Hurricane” faring 
even better with sock week at the 
New. “Homicide,” getting plenty of 
help from stage portion headed by 
Dick Contino wnit, is also headed 
for a good figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“‘Black Magic” (UA). Drawing 
fairly good trade at $13,000. Last 
week. “Good Old Summertime” 
(M-G) (2d wk), held well at $10,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport: (2,240: 
20-70'\—‘‘Homicide” (WB) plus Dick 
Contino unit onstage. Contino 
helping toward fine $16,000. Last 
week, “Big Cat” (EL) and vaude, 
mild $11,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—"‘Home of Brave’ (UA) (2d 

(Continued on page 31) 


Amigos” 


L.A. Goes For ‘Bride,’ Great $63,000: 


Feeling Okay 496, 
Brimstone’ 226, ‘ 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week $609,500 


(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $571,000 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
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umber Hefty 
$17,000, Mpls. Ace 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23 

Cool weather is proving a box- 
office stimulant currently but the 
line-up of newcomers leaves some- 
thing to be desired aside from 
“Ary Number Can Play.” This 
Gable picture looks hefty at Radio 
City. “Anna Luecasta” shapes as 
mild. “Illegal Entry’’ looks modest. 

_Holdover of ‘Great Gatsby is okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)\—‘‘Lone- 
some Pine” (Par) and “Geronimo” 
(Par) (reissues). Oldies attracting 
considerable attention for hefty 
$5,500. Last week, “Colorado Ter- 
ritory’’ (WB) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Any Number Play” (M-G). Gable 
a magnet here. Hefty $17,000. Last 
week, “Good Old Summertime” 
(M-G), $16,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“‘Anna Lucasta” (Col). Divi- 
sion of opinions on this, and going 
is slightly rough. Fair $10,000. Last 
week, “Lady Gambles” (U), mild 
$9,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
| “Illegal Entry” (U). Modest $7,000 
|about all. Last week, “Silver Lin- 
| ing” (WB) (2d wk), okay $6,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) (2d wk). In 
for only 4 days because theatre is 
being shuttered for facelift. Oke 
$5,000 in prospect. Last week, fine 
$13,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70)—‘Sil- 
ver Lining” (WB) (m.o.). Good $3,- 
000 after two previous weeks down- 
town. Last week, “Not Wanted” 
(FC) (2d wk), okay $2,600. 


K.C. Cooler, Biz Warmer; 
‘Hurricane’ Windy 166, 
 ‘Lucasta’ Tame $12,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 23. 

Fox Midwest three-theatre combo 
has switched temporarily to duals 
and is doing well currently with 
“Slatterv’s Hurricane” and “The 
Fan.” Also new is “Anna Lucasta” 
at Midland but mild. “The Foun- 
tainhead” at Missouri is okay while 
“Tt’s a Great Feeling’ at Para- 
mount shapes good. Heat wave of 


' 





past two weeks was broken near | 


the weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 
$2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (18th 
wk). Holding at $2,300. Last week, 
$2,400. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500: 45-65) 
—‘‘Anna Lucasta” (Col) and ‘‘Lone 
Wolf Lady” (Col). Light $12,000. 
Last week, “Good Old Summer- 
time” (M-G) and “Leave To Henry” 
(Mono) (2d wk), fine $11,000. 
| Missouri (RKO) (2.650: 45-65)— 
“The Fountainhead” (WB) and 
“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO). Okay 
| $13,000 or near. Last week, “Judge 
Steps Out” (RKO) with 8-act Palace 
vaude, sock $25,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900: 45-65)— 
“It’s Great Feeling” (WB). Good 
$14,000, and will hold. Last week 


“Great Gatsby” (Par) (2d wk), 
$9.000. 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 


Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700: 45-65) 
—‘Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“The Fan” (20th). Nice $16.000 or 
better looms. Last week. “Home 
of Brave” (UA), $15,500 and move- 
over. 





ERP, WESTREX MERGED 


Talking picture and disk record- 
ing work of Western Electric’s ERP 
division will be merged this fall 
with Westrex Corp., a 100% wholly 
owned subsid. 

Westrex has distributed talking 
film recording and reproducing 
equipment in the foreign market, 
now servicing 5,000 theatre equip- 


‘ments in this market, 


‘Magic’ Fancy 366, 
Young Tall 266, 2d 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 
Polio scare appears to be having 
influence on firstrun biz 
this session, with grosses climbing 


no here 


four new bills were launched 


| Was Male War Bride” is soaring 
sock $63,000 in four theatres 
“It’s Great Feeling” 
Okay $49,000 in three 
“Black Magic” 
$36,000 in four ‘Bri 
stone” with “Post Office Investi- 
gator’ is not big with $22,000 in 
two Paramount houses. “Neptune's 
Daughter” is holding strong in 
second frame at $32,000 in three 
locations. “Mighty Joe Young” 
equally stout on first holdover 
round with $26,000 in two houses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor 
(834; 902; 1,106; 512; 512: 55-$1 
“Black Magic” (UA). Nice $36,000 


as 


to 
while looks 
Situations 

is racking 


up a 


nice Spots ne- 


Is 


‘Last week, “‘Dan Patch” (UA) and 


“Silent Conflict” mild $13,- 
918 in 5 days. 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048: 2.404: 1,248: 
1,719; 60-$1)—“I Was Male Bride” 


(UA), 


(20th). Sock $63,000. Last week, 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“T Lived Too Long” (Indie), nice 


$52,500. 


Downtown, 
(WB) (1,757; 


Hollywood, Wiltern 
2,756; 2,344; 60-$1 — 
“It's Great Feeling” (WB). Okay 
$49,000. Last week, “Silver Lin- 
ing” (WB), oke $25,000. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1) 
— ‘“Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Okay $32,000. Last week, 
great $58,000. « 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) 
'—_‘Pride of Yankees” (RKO) “Tall 
In Saddle” (RKO) (reissues). Good 
$10,000 here with $22,000 total in 
5 spots. Last week, “Gangster” 
(Mono) and “Dillinger” (Mono) 
(reissues) with $18,124 total in four 
situations. 

Pantages, 
812; 2,890; 


Hillstreet (RKO) (2, 
50-$1) — “Mighty 
Young” (RKO) and “Make Mine 
Laughs” (RKO) (2d wk). OKay 
$26,000. Last week, mighty $55,000. 


Joe 


Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60- 


$1)—“Brimstone” (Rep) and ‘Post 
Office Investigator” (Rep). Good 
$22,000. Last week, “Great Gatsby” 
!(Par) and “Ringside” (SG) $16,688. 
| United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, 
|Vogue (UA-FWC) (2,100; 1,370; 
/880; 885; 60-$1)—“Once More, My 
Darling” (U) and “Sky Liner” (SG) 
(2d wk). Down to $11,500. Last 
week, fine $26,000. 

| Esquire (Rosener) (685; 84-$1.20) 
|—‘*Back Streets of Paris’ (Indie) 


‘and “The Puritan” (Indie). Good 
| $4,000. Last week, “Never Give 
Sucker Even Break” (Indie) and 
“Bank Dick” (Indie) (reissues), 
$3,000. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
$2.40) — ‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (34th 


wk). Up to $5,200. Last week, big 
$5,000. 

Four Star (UA-FWC) (900; 74- 
i$1)—‘“‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (3d 
wk). Holding at $6,500. Last week, 


$7,600. 
Laurel (Rosener) (890: 85) — 
“Quartet” (EL) (13th wk). Still 


nice at $4,000. Last week, $4,500. 


Magic’ in Black, Buff, 
$18,000; ‘A&C’ Okay 126 


Buffalo, Aug. 23. 
“Black Magic” shapes as best bet 
here this session with sturdy total 
at the Buffalo. ‘“Abbott-Costello 





|, Meet the Killer” is okay at Lafa- 
| yette. 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Black Magic” (UA) and “Rose of 


Yukon” (Rep). Sturdy $18,000. 
Last week, “Good Old Summer- 
time’”’ (M-G), $16,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3.400; 40-70)— 
“Silver Lining’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Fine $12,000. Last week, great 
$20.000. 

Hipp (Par) (3.400; 40-70) — 
“Movie Crazy” (Indie) (reissue) 


and “C-Man” (FC). Neat $7,000 or 
near. Last week, subseauent-run. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet the Killer” 


(U) and “Arctic Manhunt” (U), 
Okay $12,000. Last week, “Anna 
Lucasta” (Col) and “Kazan” (Col), 
$15.500. 


Century (20th Cent.) (3.000; 40- 
70’.—“Gunga Din” (RKO) and 
“Lost Patrol” (RKO) (reissues). 
Big $11,000. Last week. “Red Stal- 
lion Rockies” (EL) and “Big Cat” 


(EL), $10.000. 
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The Greatest Adventure Man Ever Lived 


brought to the screen in all its 
glorious excitement and spectacle 







i ed 


J. ARTHUR RANK 
presents : 






% 






Co-Starring 


~-FLORENCE ELDRIDGE 


FRANCIS L. SULLIVAN - LINDEN TRAVERS 
KATHLEEN RYAN ww DEREK BOND 
win JAMES ROBERTSON JUSTICE 
FELIX AYLMER uc crown 


Produced by A. FRANK BUNDY 
A Sydney Box Production for Gainsborough 
RELEASED BY UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL 
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No New Hobbles Vs. U.S. Pix in Europe 


Seen by RKO's Bellfort; B.0. Holds 


's no threat of new restric- 
tious against U. S. films in his ter- 
ritory, according | to Joseph Bell- 
fort, RKO’s continental European 
manager, who arrived in New York 
last week for homeoffice huddles 
after 18 months abroad. Express- 
ing optimism that the turning point 
has been reached, he cited improv- 
conditions in Scandinavia, 
termed the Italian situation 

bright” and noted that the com- 
pany was looking forward to op- 
erating in Germany next January. 

RKO’s earnings, Bellfort empha- 
sized, are keeping up with last year 
and may even surpass the 1948 fig- 
ure. With “Joan of Arc” now 
scheduled for day-and-date release 
throughout October in all key 
cities of western Europe, the RKO 
continental chief added that he was 
confident that company billings 
would be increased in every terri- 
tory. Picture’s distribution will be 
preceded by a gala, invitational 
charity preem to be held at the 
Paris Opera. 

Bellfort minimized reports of 
“onti-American” film legislation re- 
cently passed by the Italian gov- 
ernment. He explained that a 
clause in the law enables the gov- 
ernment to help the exhibitor by 
fixing a maximum film rental “in 
case of necessity.” However, this 
hasn't been finalized, he said, and 
added that there’s a good chance 
that the legislation may be ad- 
justed to the satisfaction of Ameri- 
can distributors. Part of the same 
law compels U. S. film companies 
to pay a 2,500,000 lire tax on each 
flm brought in with proceeds used 
to subsidize native production. 

Turning to France, Bellfort said 
that the French government is liv- 
ing up to its remittance obligations 
with current earnings being paid 
at the currency exchange rate in 
effect at the time of the remittance. 
Noting that part of RKO’s frozen 
francs are being thawed in the 
company’s Alps locationer, ‘“‘White 
Tower.’ now before the cameras, 
he also observed that some of the 
majors are converting blocked 
francs into dollars by a variety of 
other transactions with govern- 
ment approval. 

Bellfort, who replaced Wladimir 
Lissim as RKO’s European man- 
ager, returns to his Paris headquar- 
ters in mid-September. Lissim, in- 
cidentally, is now with Sir Alexan- 
der Korda’s London Films in a sim- 
ilar capacity. 


Spanish Gov't Pushing Pix 
Industry Via §. American 
Confabs in Madrid in Nov. 


Madrid, Aug. 16. 

Great efforts are being made by 
the Spanish Ministry of Education, 
supported of course by the govern- 
ment, to make a big affair of the 
Second Congress of Spanish-South 
American Cinema, which will be 
held in Madrid in November. 
There will be a convention of 
Spanish and South American pro- 
ducers, actors and technicians, and 
an exhibition of films produced in 
Spanish-speaking countries. The 
Cinema Workers Syndicate will 
Present a huge publication extol- 
ling Spanish production. 

_The Syndicate will distribute 1,- 
250,000 pesetas (about $62,000) in 
oo to the best Spanish films of 
aa This is, of. course, another 
eye. indirect subsidies given by 
filn SPanish government to its own 
m industry. Syndicate also an- 
hounces that it will give about 500.- 
00 pesetas ($25,000) in prizes to 


ing 





= best Stories submitted by citi- 
if ph Spanish-speaking countries 
. wey extoll the ties between 


“a1 and South America. 

muthen Private agreement is an- 
cers pene between Spanish produ- 
. fea 3 Mexican distributors and 
is i oe of six Spanish films 
feo ady being exhibited in Mex- 


prods etamine of good. American 
: mela 'on in Spain has produced 
Whie ey of Metro’s “Ninotcka,” 
cess 'S proving an enormous suc- 


2 ee 

Mex Legit in Madrid 
Madrid, Aug. 16 
company, starring 


Mexican legit 
‘ndrea Palma. 


Will open end of 
ug 
with s4 a Madrid at Teatro Lara 
lexicg @ tiedra” (“The Ivy”), by 


\ exic¢ 
Xlean plavwrj : : 
tatio, 1 Playwright Xavier Viliaur- 


a 
4 





Madras May Cut U.S. Films 


In Dollar Import Crisis 


Madras, Aug. 16. 
Due to critical dollar situation 
it is believed Ceylon will have to 
cut imports calling on its dollar 
resources. First victim under dol- 
lar cutting axe would be films. 
Present statistics indicate Ceylon 


imports U. S. films with an ex- 
hibition value of $232,000. The 
[sland also imports British films 


valued annually at $86,500. 
Necessity of cutting down dollar 
imports into India may switch over 
buying of equipment to the United 
Kingdom, say equipment leaders 
here. 


Portugal Pic Biz 
- Sumps; Italy OK 


‘ashington, Aug. 23. 

Motion picture business had a 
big year in Portugal in 1948, but it 
has slumped off substantially this 
year, according to the Motion Pic- 
ture-Photographic Branch of the 
U. S. Dept. of Commerce. Report 
for last vear shows that exhibition 
soared and while 





that, only five 
films were produced, they were 
much better than the five turned 


out during 1947. 

“Through its acquisition within 
the last two months of Cinelandie. 
a very small Lisbon studio,” con- 
tinues the report, “and the ma- 
jority of the stock of Tobis Portu- 
guesa, Lisboa Filmes now controls 
all existing production facilities in 
Portugal. These consist of three 
studios. all located in the same Lis- 
bon neighborhood; in fact the prop- 
erties of Lisboa and Tobis, the two 
chief producers, adjoin and their 
activities can easily be coordi- 
nated.’ 

Jiher countries which Com- 
merce reported: 

PERU: New censorship has been 
installed which prohibits exhibi- 
tion of following types of films— 
anarchical and communistic and 
“those which are contrary to patri- 


on 


otic sentiments; crime films in 
which the criminal goes unpun- 
ished: and morbidly — sensual 


themes leading to ‘gross exaltation 
of passions.” 

ITALY: The industry is definite- 
lv on the upbeat even though the 
number of pictures produced last 
vear was only 50 compared with 
57 the previous year. During 1947 
and 1948. the U. S. spent nearly 
$3,000,000 of blocked lira in Italy 
making pictures. There has been 
substantial construction of new 
theatres since the war, and about 


7.500 35m houses are regularly 
operating now. 

CHILE: Although there is now 
no law requiring that a_ percent- 
age of domestic pictures be includ- 
ed on each program, distributors 
believe such a law is not far off, 
fo stimulate Chilean production. 


The only 35m studio in the coun- 
try is now government —controlled. 

‘SWITZERLAND: New _ Swiss 
Film Chamber, composed of 27 
persons. has been set up. Its 
duties are to promote collaboration 
of all film service in the country: 
provide advice and information 
foward regulating and encouraging 
liaison be- 


the cinema; serve as 
tween the industrs and govern- 
ment cireles; push for inter-can- 


tonal cooperation in regulating the 
cinema, and serve an inter- 
mediary between the various parts 
of the motion picture industry. 


das» 


Churubusco Studios Now . 
Showing Small Profit 


Mexico City, Aug. 16 
1945. the Churu- 
now showing a 
Emilio 
con- 


Founded in 


studios 


are 


according 


busco 


small profit to 


Azcarraga. Who holds the 
trolling interesi 

Azcarraga also a ¢ 
tor here. joined with 
the studio. In disclosing 
modest earnings, he scotched 
ports thal Churubusco was a 
j bankrupt. 


in the plant 

reuit opera- 
RKO to build 
lot's 
re- 
neai 


sp 
tne 


‘Ealing to Make Biopic 

On Aussie Femme Pianist 
| Sydney, Aug. 16. 
Eric Williams, production chief 
here for Ealing, announced on re- 
[ eee from London that arrange- 
ments have been made to film the 
life story of Aussie star pianist 
| Eileen Joyce. 

Indie unit will make the pic, 
with Michael Gordon, British pro 
ducer, flying in next week to get 


Metro’s Raiding’ of MPEA Staffers 


In Germany Gets Other Reactions 


| things underway. Pic, titled “Prel- | 


| ude,” goes before the 


October 


cameras in 


Edinburgh Fest Opened 
By Beecham; 200 Films 


In From 28 Countries 


Edinburgh, Aug. 23 
Edinburgh’s third International 
Festival opened Sunday (21) with 


gala ceremonies and a symph con- 
cert, Sir Thomas Beecham leading 
the London Philharmonie at Usher 


Hall Flow of U. S. visitors is 
| Sizeable 
Burgomasters of Europe and 
provosts and mavors of Britain 
joined in a colorful procession 
down the Seot eanital’s’ historic 
Roy al Mile tor a welcome cere- 


films. 


mony in forecourt of Holyrood- 
house 

Planing In ove the weekend 
was the Ballets d Champs 
Elysees, for a three-week season of 
six ballets Members of Berlin 
Philharmonic Orchestra also came 
by ai 

T. S. Eliot’s comedy, “The Cock- 
tail Party.” had its world preem 
last night (22), getting a mixed re- 
ception. Problem play was alter- 
nately considered profound and 
trivial. 

There’s little “whisky galore,” as 


Scot phrase says. But ample sup- 
plies are sufficient for thousands of 
visitors. Cigarettes are here from 
makers in generous qu ntity. City’s 
floral decorations cost £10,000 
($40,000), cleaning, renovating and 
reconstructing the Festival build- 
ings cost £10,000 ($40,000) more. 
Documentary film festival, part 
of bigger longhair junket, was at- 
tended last weekend by Robert 
Flaherty, Sir Stephen Tallents 
(former secretary of Empire Mar- 
keting Board), and John Grierson 
(Controller, Films Division, Brit- 
ish Central Office of Information). 
One disappointment that the 
Italian film. “Bicycle Thieves,” 
won't be shown now, as a London 
distributor has acquired rights for 
the United Kingdom. Two special 
performances of children’s films 
will be staged for vounger Festival 
fans. 
From 


Is 


28 countries come 200 
Honor for opening went to 
“Berliner Ballade,’ most ambitious 
German opus since war days. It 
shows effect of occupation on Ger- 


man-in-street. Other notable en- 
tries are Sweden’s Siam-made 
“Handful of Rice’ and Russia’s 


“First Year at School,” account of 
that period as seen through eyes of 
a Russian child. 


BRIT. LION IN FURTHER 
$4,000,000 GOVT. LOAN 


London, Aug. 23 

Harold Drayton, head of Sir 
Alexander Korda’s’ British Lion 
Film Corp., has obtained a further 
grant of more than $4,000,000 from 
the government’s Film Finance 
Corp. to back the company’s pic- 
tures which are already in produc- 
tion, as well as provide for others 
that are due to be made. Firm has 
completed seven pix. with four al- 
ready in release, while five are now 
before the cameras. 

British Lion’s present loan rep- 
resents an advance. It’s generally 
understood that further money to- 
talling around $24,000,000 will be 


required before all the pictures 
projected are finally completed 
Loans are to be paid out of the 
films’ earnings Meanwhile, the 


Film Finance Corp. holds a general 
debenture on the company. 


Stuart Still I 


Svdnev, Aug. 16 
Herschel Stuart, veteran Ameri- 
can theatre and production exee, is 
still confined to St. Vincent's Pri- 
vate Hospital here 
Stuart came to Aussie in 1941 to 
join the Hoyt circuit In recent 


months he’s been in failing health. 





Other Foreign News 
on Page 17 








Maas to Germany 

Irving A. Maas, v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn., is sched- 
uled to fly to Germany tomor- 
row (Thursday) to set up the 
service facilities which the 
MPEA will undertake for the 
major companies when co-op 
selling ceases there after next 
Jan. 1. He will also “straighten 
out problems that have arisen 


during the transitional period” 
—which are primarily loss 
of personnel to companies 


which are setting up their own 
Staffs in Germany. 

On his way to Frankfurt, 
Maas will stop in Paris for a 
meeting with the major com- 
panies’ Continental managers 
He'll be away about two weeks 
in all, 


Tel Aviv Gets 
Pix Bldg. Boom 


Tel Aviv, Aug. 16. 

Last week saw the reopening of 
two first-class film houses in Haifa. 
The houses are the Amphitheatre, 
which was closed for renovation 
over 18 months, and the Bamah, 
on Mt. Carmel, which was closed at 
the beginning of the Israeli-Arab 
war, since, being openair, it could 
not show for blackout precautions. 

In Tel-Aviv, the construction of 
a 600-seat firstrun house is being 
completed, and it is expected that 
the house will open end of October. 
The construction on another two 
houses, one of 1,500 seats in the 
centre ot town, and another 800- 
seater in the north of Tel Aviv, 
was started some time ago. It is 
believed that these two houses will 
be ready within 12 months. In ad- 
dition, two other houses of 1,000 
seats each are planned and after 
these houses will be put up, Tel 
Aviv will have 12 firstrun cinemas. 

American distributors have been 
faced with the problem of booking 
their films during the last 12 
months, on account of the fact that 
Tel 





was 
Parliament. 


MEX’S 8 U.S. PIXERS SEEN 
IN 207, LABOR PAY HIK 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 

Managers of the eight major 
American pix companies operating 
in Mexico are undisturbed by de- 
mands to Manuel Vazquez Ramirez, 
the Labor Minister, from Pedro 
Tellas Vargas, sec. gen. of the na- 
tional cinematographic industry 
workers union (STIC), for a 50°% 
pay 





that is about to expire. Vargas 


said STIC members who work for | 


the Americans must have more coin 


because of steadily soaring living | 


costs in Mexico. 

Labor Minister told Vargas that 
STIC members must hold their de- 
mands to a just proportion, so as 
not to aggravate Mexico's economic 
situation. Pic trade opinion is that 
a strike will be avoided, but that 
the Americans must give STIC 
members a 20% pay lift, same as 
they did in 1947. 

Companies involved are Warners, 
Paramount. Metro, Columbia, RKO, 
UA. 20th-Fox and U-I. 


Year’s Net $104,755 For 


Loew's Theatres, Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 23. 

On admitted slightly lower at- 
tendance, earnings of Marcus 
Loew's Theatres (Toronto) Ltd., 
will not be as good for the fiscal 
vear, ending Aug. 25, as in the 
previous 12-month period. But 
increased admission prices are 
helping to offset rising operating 
costs 

With Loew’s operating two ma- 
jor houses here, the Uptown (2,743) 
and Downtown ( 2,096), the net 
profits for the last fiscal year to- 
talled $104.755, or $13.97 per com- 
mon share. a high return. Work- 
ing capital a year ago was $304,- 
226. 


+ Metro’s “raiding” 


Aviv has only seven firstrun | 
houses, one of which (the Kessem) | 
requisitioned for the Israell | 


hike, to feature revision of the | 
two-year work pact made in 1947 | 


of Motion Pic- 
|ture Export Assn. personnel in 
Germany came in for another at- 
tack by foreign managers of other 
|majors at a meeting in New York 
Monday (22) at which a decision 
was virtually made to continue the 


MPEA as a service organization 
when companies start individual 
selling in the Reich next Jan. 1. 
Metro’s “raids,” plus counter-pro- 
tective forays by Warner Bros., are 
said to have so weakened the co- 
op distribution setup that threat- 
ened its existence 

Metro's hiring away MPEA per- 
sonnel for its own organization has 
upset the other companies. They 
had planned right along to retain 
the MPEA for physical handling of 
their product after Jan. 1, but for 
a time feared there wouldn't be 
adequate help left to carry on. As 
ar It, there has been some in- 
decision, which will be finally re- 
sol\ at a meet tomorrow 
(Thut 

It was saia that not only might 
there not be enough personnel to 
operate after Jan. 1, but that the 
raids threatened the continuance 
of the organization even until then, 
sin \l-G and Warner Bros. were 
taki people away as fast as they 
hired them WB was luring the 
MPEA employees as_ protection 
when it saw the way the wind was 


blowing 

WB will not need all the people 
it lined up if, as expected, the deci- 
sion is made to continue the MPEA 
service operation. WB will function 
physically through the Association, 


as will all the companies but 
Metro, which will work entirely on 
its own, and United Artists and 


Columbia, which sell their product 
outright in Germany. 

Metro spearheaded the move 
which started the breakup of the 
MPEA as a centralized sales organ- 
ization. M-G’s decision to break 
away and set up for itself caused 
the other companies to follow suit 
rather than be caught unprepared 
when the day comes that the move 


is made really significant by the 
fact that coin will be released for 
export and Germany will become 
a protitable territory. 

One of the tough problems in 
the Reich is difficulty in getting 
|} capable and experienced person- 
nei. That’s why Metro was forced 


|}inlo acquiring personnel from the 
MPEA 

MPEA will act as a service or- 
ganization for physical handling of 
prints only in Indonesia, it was de- 
cided last week. Changeover to 
individual selling from joint oper- 
|}ation will also take place there 
jnext Jan. 1. Each of the partici- 
| pating companies will operate its 
own publicity and accounting de- 
/pariments, it was announced by 
| drving Maas, MPEA v.p. and gen- 
| eral manager. 


§. Africa Mulls Plan For 
U.S. Distribs to Invest 
50%, Pix Coin Locally 


Cape Town, Aug. 16 

Threatened U. S. film shortage 
in South Africa brought about by 
50° cut in picture imports under 
government’s dollar conservation 
program, may be alleviated by new 
plan. with which government is re- 
ported to be dickering. 

Idea is. briefly, that U. S. film 
industry will continue to send its 
full quota of fiims to South Africa, 


but that only 50° of this will be 
paid for in the U. S. The remain- 
ing 50° ° of the payment will be 
invested by the film companies in 
| South Africa. The form of invest- 
iment will be specified by the 
Treasury Dept in consultation 
with the Dept. of Commerce and 


Industries. 
Scheme has already been put in 
to practice in connection with im- 


portation of whiskey from Great 
sritain, and idea is said to have 
led to inquiries from other quar- 


ters including Hollywood 

This barter arrangement will 
have the threefold effect of pre 
venting excessive export of dollars 
providing dollar investment in 
South Africa and insuring that cus 
toms revenue derived from film 
imports does not drop. 





London's first 
matinee at the 
is to be in aid 


Playing Fields 


Variety Ciub of 
effort. a midnight 
Coliseum Sept. 22. 
of the National 
i fund. 
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THANKS 
WOMETCO... | 


oy you did a 
great job! 






——_____. 
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LEADS “Belvedere,” “Letter 
to Three Wives,” in 100- 
date Florida opening! 
Hold-Over in Boston! 
Storming thru Los Angeles, 
Providence, New Orleans, 
New York City. Portland, 
Me.! Nothing ever hit like 
Widmark! 











TO THE 
STABLE 


LEADS in Labor Day dat- 
ing! 4th Week at the 
Rivoli Theatre, N.Y.C., 
bigger than 3rd! Hailed 
“Picture of the Week” by 
Life, Look—and “Picture 
of the Month” by 20 top 
National Magazines! 








Thos he Busintor Like 


EVERY THEATRE SHOULD PLAY THE ONE-REEL-SHORT “HOW MUCH DO YOU OWE?” 








BBE 
















> 
WAR BRIDE 


LEADS in Acclaim! 
**Funniest picture I have 
seen—bar none!”’ 
—Jay Emanuel 
**Grant and Sheridan make 
it-a cinch boxoffice 
winner!’’ —Variety 
It’s the same in all the 
trades! 
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CENTURY-FOX 


MADE BY THE INDUSTRY FOR THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS, 
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ABPC Sets Sextet of Pix for Season 


At Cost of $4,000,000; WB Making Two 


+——— 


London, Aug. 16. 

Associated British Picture Corp. 
has an exhaustive production line- 

with a steady flow of pix, both 
at Elstree and Welwyn, which will 
take them right to the end of June. 

Currently at Elstree is “The In- 
truder,” by Ivan Foxwell, with Roy 
Kellino directing. This will be 
followed by “Portrait of Clare, 
adaptation from Francis Brett 
Young’s novel, with Lance Comfort 
directing. “The Emperor’s Snuff- 
Box,” by John Dixon Carr, is the 
first pic to be produced by George 
Maynard, former production chief 
for Herbert Wilcox. This will be 
directed by Bernard Sewell. Also 
of importance is an original by J. 
B. Priestly titled “The Last Holi- 
day.” which will be done in con- 
junction with Stephen Mitchell, 
who looks after Priestley’s enter- 
rises. 

“Franchise Affair,’ by Josephine 
Tey, is another one of ABPC’s pix 
skedded. This will be directed by 
Laurence. Huntigton, and will co- 
star Michael Denison and Dulcy 
Gray. Finally, there’s Thomas 
Hardy’s classic, “The Mayor of 
Casterbridge,” in which Stephen 
Murray will probably be starred, 
with Thorold Dickenson directing. 

On top of these, there are two 
Warner Bros.-First National pro- 
ductions, subjects and stars of 
which are not as«yet set. One is 
skedded for early October, with 
the second following around early 
February next year. Understood 
stars and directors will be import- 
ed from Hollywood. 

Understood, too, that cost of the 
ABPC’s sextet will exceed $4,000,- 
000; on top of which the two War- 
ner Bros.- F. N. pix will touch an 
easy $2,500,000. 


London Theatre Situash 
Mixed; Parnell, Delfont 
Plans Snafued By Flops 


London, Aug. 16. 

Original intention of Val Par- 
nell to stage Bernard Delfont’s 
“Folies Bergere Revue” at the Pal- | 
ladium Sept. 19 is now out. Del- 
font’s intention to put the “Folies”’ 
into the Saville, to replace his 
musical “Rundabout” which is not 
clicking, is also out. 

Instead, latest move is for Par- 
nell to put “Folies’” at London Hip- 
podrome, where his current show | 
“Her Excellency,” in conjunction 
with Jack Hulbert, now in its ninth 
week, is not picking up as expect- 
ed 





Delfont is minus an attraction. 
for the Saville, but is dickering 
with Marshall Elson to bring over | 
“Brooklyn, U. S. A.” which orig- 
inally played on Broadway years 
ago, as “Murder, Inc.” If deal | 
eventuates, Lionel Stander, who 
has interest in show, will come 
over to star with the Dead End 
Kids. 

_ Parnell is still toying with the 
idea of bringing in George and 
Alfred Black’s “Midsummer Mad- 
ness," the Opera House Blackpool, 
hit. This, however, will not be 
available till end of October, which 
means that the Palladium vaude- 
ville policy will have to be ex- 
tended from Sept. 19, a rather dif- 
ficult project, as to date, there's 
nothing booked for the Palladium 
after the three weeks’ season of 
The Ink Spots, who open there 
Aug. 29. If latter do well, it’s 
More than likely they will be held 
Over. 

: But at present anything is like- 

y to happen, with the theatre sit- 
uation in the West End as it is. 


— 





Brit. Pixer in Aussie 

_ Melbourne, Aug. 16. 

, Australia, Melbourne, 498-seater, 
Perated by the Charles Munro- 
ace Sloman interests, comes 
ee British first-release policy 
ean, a pair of revivals. Pix come 
20theF Gaumont-British through 
cg ox. It'll help present back- 
°8 In British pix. 


First in wi , ong; 
Senda * will probably be ‘“Mi- 


_— 


Kalmans Due End Sept. in N. Y. 
Vienna, Aug. 16. 

: Emmerich Kalman 

wife are resting in Bad Gas- 





Composer 
and 


tej sim : 
trip after an extensive European 
They plan to b i 
y e back in N, Y. 
end of September, 





Golden in Paris For 


Talks on German Pix 


Paris, Aug. 23. 

Nathan D. Golden, head of. the 
U. S. Commerce Dept’s film di- 
vision,- has arrived in Paris to dis- 
cuss the confused German situa- 
tion with Marion Jordan, Motion 
Picture Export Assn. rep, who is 
due here soon Golden will also 
receive a report on the Italian sit- 
from Eugene Van Dee, 
MPEA rep, who is slated to return 
from talks with Italian officials 
in Venice and Rome. 

Meanwhile, Gerald Mayer, conti- 
nental chief for the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, is trying to ar- 
range compensation deals for U. S. 
distribs in Sweden and France. 
Golden, accompanied by his wife, 
leaves for the U. S. this week. 
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SABC May Lift 


Politics Ban 


Johannesburg, Aug. 9. 
The South Africa Broadcasting 
Corp. board of governors is con- 
sidering allowing politics to be dis- 





cussed on the air, according to 
Gideon Roos, director general of 
the SABC. Hitherto a strict ban 


has been imposed on all broadcasts 


of a party political nature, and 
discussions on controversial sub- 
jects are only permitted under 


stringent conditions. Some _ of 
these rules are that both sides of a 
question must be presented in the 
same broadcast, that the subject 
was in the public interest, and was 
not likely to offend the suscepti- 
bilities of any section of the public. 

Just how difficult the question of 
these broadcasts is, is given by pro- 
tests which are continually being 
made by the nationalist press re- 
garding the BBC news service. The 
SABC relays the BBC news for a 
15-minute period twice a day, and 
on one or two occasions the BBC 
has given prominence to political 
speeches made by General Smuts. 
The nationalist press is calling for 
a promise from the BBC to exclude 
political references in these news- 
casts, which the BBC refuses to 
give. 





TRISH RADIO NOW OGLE 


SPONSORS; EASES BAN 


Dublin, Aug. 16. 

Radio Eireann, Ireland’s § state- 
controlled radio which has hitherto 
been chilly to sponsors, is now out 
to ogle the agents in a big way. 
One old ban, on cosmetic adver- 
tising, has been tossed in the ash- 
can, but the nix is still on liquor 
and patent medicine peddlers. 

Station in Dublin will shortly of- 
fer early evening (pre-5:30) time 
to sponsors, as soon as extra studio 
space is ready. Reason for the 
sudden change of heart is report- 
edly due to need of extra cash to 
bankroll a shortwave station proj- 
ect, due on the air this fall, with- 
out putting up the cost of broad- 
casting on the national balance 
sheet, which would bring a sharp 
rejoinder from Finance Minister 
Patrick MeGilligan. 


Filipino Radio Nixes 
Any Polit. 
F Manila, Aug. 9. 


A policy of giving political 
speakers ‘the widest possible lati- 
tude of freedom” in the use of the 
radio has just been adopted by the 
Republic’s Radio Control Board. 

The new policy was the offshot 
of an inquiry from William J. 





Dunn, exec veepee of the Manila | 


Broadcasting Co. and war corre- 


spondent, who submitted a draft of | 


suggested rules which, he said, was 


based on prevailing practices in | 


‘the bigger networks and stations of 
the U.S 

The original draft as suggested 
by Dunn would require speakers to 
submit their scripts not less than 
48 hours before broadcast time. 
This was rejected by the board on 
the ground that such 


jfreedom of speech, 


Speaker Curbs 


a practice | 
could result in curtailment of the | 


IRISH FILM CENSOR TO 


| 


Dublin, Aug. 
Liam O’Laoghaire. who 
lizes for Irish film censor Richard 
Hayes, is to play an Irish gangster 
in Leinster Films’ “The Iron Stair- 
case,” currently being directed 
| here by Desmond Leslie O’Lao- 
ghaire has edited a couple of doc- 
umentaries, and made brief appear- 
ances in locally-produced documen- 
taries, but this is his tirst charac- 
ter role. 

He is the author of the book. 
“The Film,” and film eritie for the 
highbrow weekly, The Leader. 


16. 


French Seen Seeking $ 
Guarantees on Films; 


Italo Skyhigh Demands 


French producers are now in- 


sisting upon minimum guarantees 


in dollars when selling U. S. dis- 
tribution rights to their films. De- 
;mands of the Gallic filmmakers 
| were revealed in New York last 
| week by foreign film distributor 


| Albert Spalter, who heads Spalter- 
| International Pictures. New atti- 
|tude of French studios, he ex- 
| plained, stems from their belief 
'that they're not gaining the 
amount of dollar income from 
their product that they 
should. 

| Spalter, who recently returned 
from a seven-month product hunt 
through Austria, Italy and France, 
claimed that producers in the 
latter country are hampering their 
chances in the U. S. by turning 
out films which they think are 
geared to the tastes of the Ameri- 
can public. He feels that only 
pictures containing a genuine, 
Continental flavor are logical con- 


tenders tor the U. S. art house 
dollar. 
In his swing through Italy, | 


Spalter said he was amazed by the 
; astronomical sums asked by Italian 
| producers for U. S. 
\rights to mediocre product. Un- 
questionably, he holds, their atti- 
tude has been influenced by the 
success of certain of the better 
Italian pix in the American mar- 
ket. At any rate, prices sought by 
ithe Italo filmmakers were too 


|“‘prohibitive” to warrant any pur- | 


|chases by the American distrib. 

| During his stay in France 
|Spalter picked up six pictures. 
| These include “Red Angel,” with 
| Paul Meurisse; “Hour for Murder,” 
| with Louis Jouvet; “Gigi,” based 
lupon Colette’s novel; “Eternal 
| Conflict,” with Annabella; “Seduc- 
| tion,” and “Bacchanale.” Three of 
_ these films were acquired from 
| Francinex, while Codos supplied 
| two. Spalter is also contemplating 


— into French production 


next spring with a series of pix to| 


| be budgeted “around $100,000.” 


| 





‘Paradise’ in Rome 
Rome, Aug. 23. 
“This Side of Paradise” began 


| shooting in Rome yesterday 
| (Mon.) with Geraldine Brooks and 
Rossano Hrassi in the lead roles. 


Ferrucio Caramelli is producing. 

Pic will be released through the 
Motion Picture S. es Corp., U. S. 
| distrib company. 
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Current London Shows 


( Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 23. 

“Anna Veronica,” Piccadilly (14). 

“Annie Get Gun,” Co’ls’m (116). 

“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (17). 

“Brigadoon,” Majestic (19). 

“Black Chiffon,” West (17). 

; “Daphne,” Wyndham (22). 

| “Death of Salesman,” Phnx (4). 

| “Edwina Black,” Ambas. (6) 

| “French Without Tears,” V. (10). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (74). 

Wales (34). 











| “Harvey,” Prince of 
| “Heiress,” Haymarket (30). 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp. (9). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (9). 

“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (6). 

“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (16). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (23). 
“Love Albania.” St. James (6). 
“Male Animal,’ New (9). 
“Oklahoma!,” Drury Lane (116). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (12). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (38) 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (14) 
“Song of Norway,” Palace (7) 
“Third Visitor.” York’s (11) 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (124). 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi (6). 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (63). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (122). 
“Young Wives Tele,” Savoy (6). 


PLAY GANGSTER IN PIC 


depu- 


think they 


distribution | 


Entertainment Tax Cripples Brit. Pix, 
Says Rank; More Unemployment Due 





Joe Friedman’s ‘Take It 
Easy’ at Bevhills Home 


Joe Friedman, longtime manag- 
ing director for Columbia Pictures 
in Great Britain, returned to Amet 
ica on the Ile de France in com 
pany of Harry Cohn, president of 
the company. Friedman resigned 
his post, succeeded by Max Thorpe 
his aide, because of a protracted 
illness, and now plans to “take it 
easy 

With his married daughter set 
tled in Canada, and his son, Sey 
mour Friedman, directing for Col 
in Hollywood, the vet distribution 
executive and his wife are motoring 
west in easy stages via a Detroit 
stopoff, departing today (Wed.) 
Friedman has a home in Beverly 
Hills and plans sojourning west on 
personal business until at least the 
first of the year. 


New Film Color 


Process in Venice 


Venice, Aug. 16 
A new film color process, Ital- 
cinecolor, was previewed here to- 
day (16), for the press. Based on 
the four-image, four-filter system, 
its inventor, Luigi Cristiani, claims 
its use of black and white film, 
plus optics developed over period 
of several years by Italy's Galileo 
lens factory, make it three times as 
sensitive as other color systems, 

besides being very economical. 
Cristiani claims two advantages 
over other systems. One is possi- 
bility of “painting” on film by con- 
trolling intensities and shades of 
desired colors in the camera in- 
stead of the lab. Other is the 
possibility of making color prints 
from Italcinecolor b&w negatives 
on any other type of color film on 
the market by means of another 
machine he’s developed, still re- 
taining the values achieved by Ital- 
cinecolor lensing, Latter process, 
| Cristiani hopes, will also permit 
immediate commercial use’ of his 
' system in normal channels until 
cost of projection attachment re- 
quired to project b&w film drops 
to commercial level, allowing wide 
| distrib. Results seen are okay, 

but colors aren’t bright enough. 
Using same four-image system, 
Cristiani has developed his Stereo- 
color, in which his color process is 
applied to stereo. Polaroid glasses 
| however, are required, and colors 


| Michael 


| ministry said. 


| the 


‘in first film, shot a few days ago | 


and also screened here, aren’t true 
enough, results being closer to a 
bi-chromal film process. The in- 
ventor expects his Stereocolor to 
be perfected and ready for full 
commercial use within a year, 


THIRD QUEBEC FRENCH 
FILM SHOT IN 18 DAYS 


Montreal, Aug. 23. 

“Le Cure de Village,” third 
;major French film from the 
Quebec Productions studio in St. 
| Hyacinthe, Quebec, was completed 
| last Wednesday (17) after 18 days 
| of shooting and well under budget. 
| Exceptional weather made the 18- 
day period possible as most scenes 
called for outdoor locations. Film 
will be released in November. 





production is a sequel to “Un 
Homme Et Son Peche,” which is 
still doing good business througlh- 
out Quebec. ‘“Peche,” which re- 
turned it’s production costs in the 
first five weeks, is now being 
readied with English subtitles for 
| showing in Lewiston, Me., and 
| throughout the French-speaking 
parts of New England. U. S. open- 
|ing should take place between Sept. 
;1 and 10. 





Hayward to Produce Pic 
Rome, Aug. 18. 

Actor Louis Hayward arrived in 
Rome yesterday (15) with his 
brother and sister-in-law, the John 
Haywards. They planed in from 
| London and plan to stay in Italy 
some time. 

Hayward recently finished a pie, 
“Pirates of Capri,” made in Italy, 
,in which he starrsd. He has plans 
\for producing a film in Italy, 


Glasgow, Aug. 16. 
Entertainment tax is crippling 
Britain’s film industry, J. Arthur 
Rank said here today (16). The in- 
dustry hadn't yet spoken out 
against it as one voice, he told 
VARIETY, but producers, exhibitors 


and the trade unions would now 
combine, he said, to take matter 
up with the British Exchequer. 


Rank foresaw more unemployment 
if solution were delayed 

British films needed a_ world 
market if they were to make prof- 
its, he also added A producer, 
Rank said, could make a film for 
£140,000 ($560,000). This would 
take in coin to value of £500,000 
($2,000,000). Of this, £200,000 
($800,000) went to the Exchequer; 
£90,000 ($360,000) went back to 
the producer. When the other bills 
were paid there was a loss of 
£50,000 ($200,000). That was 
what happened, Rank said, if the 
pic sold only in Britain. 


Rank, accompanied by Sir 
Balcon and John Davis, 
here from London for 
Scottish premiere of ‘Whiskey 
Galore,” unanimously” acclaimed 
by Scottish crix. It cost under 
£140,000 ($560,000) to make, 
using location unit on Hebridean 
island of Barra. Five islanders 
flew here for the Scottish preem, 
held seven weeks after film’s first 
showing in West End of London. 


trained 


Mex Prepping Code To 
Prevent TV Monopoly; 
26 Stations Due in 50 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 
Preventing television from be- 
coming a monopoly in Mexico is 
the feature of the video code-law 
President Miguel Aleman is pre- 
paring for submission to the 1949- 
50 federal legislature that opens 
Sept. 1, according to the ministry 
of communications and _ publie 

works, ruler of air affairs here. 
Ministry revealed that as video 
is still an experiment in Mexico 
the code-law could have been pre- 
sented to the legislature some time 
ago but President Aleman desired 


to observe experiences with the 
latest form of entertainment in the 
U. S., Great Britain and France. 


Taking those observations into ae- 
count, the code-law is as perfect 
as can be drawn up at present, the 
The ministry indi- 
cated that ample capital to make 
video a business is now av«‘iagle 
in Mexico. 

Preventing-monopoiies phase of 
Jaw means no special fran- 
chises or privileges to anybody, 


| that all solvent companies and in- 


Next film slated for immediate | 


dividuals will have equal rights to 
video Jicenses and with full gov- 
ernment guarantees, the ministry 
explained. Ministry will be ready 
to act on video franchise conces- 
sions as soon as the legislature 
okays the code-law. 

Expecting a video franchise is 
Emilio Azcarraga, operator of the 
big local radio stations, XEW, XEQ 
and XEOY (Radio Mil). He’s or- 
ganizing a company of Mexican 
capitalists for television operation. 
Video was recently successfully 
tested at the Cine Alameda, one 
of the three firstrun cinemas he 
operates here with other toppers 
of the Cadena de Oro (Golden 
Chain’ circuit. 

Azcarraga sees at least 26 video 
stations in service here before the 
end of 1950. 


208 Spanish Films Made 
In ’48; 46 Long Subjects 


Barcelona, Aug. 16. 

Spanish film production for 1948 
totaled 208 _ pix. There were 
46 long features costing $2,857,- 
142.30, and 162 short subjects eost- 
ing about $57,142.86. This total 
was produced by 33 different com- 
panies. 

Raw film imported came to 52,- 
480.000 feet, mostly from the 
United States and England. 








GREENBERG QUITS FAR EAST 


Berry Greenberg, Far Eastern 
rep for Samuel Goldwyn Producer 
tions and Walt Disney for the past 
three years, has resigned. 

He'll return shortly to Holly- 
wood from his present head- 


} quarters in Singapore. 
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That Midnight Kiss 
(SONGS—COLOR) 


Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- ; 
tion. Stars Kathryn Grayson, Jose Iturbi, 
thel Barrymore, Mario Lanza; features 
eenan Wynn, J. Carrol Naish, Jules Mun- 
hin, Thomas Gomez, Marjorie Reynolds. 
irected by Norman Taurog. Screenplay, 
Bruce Manning and Tamara Hovey; cam- 
era, Robert Surtees; editor, Gene Rug- 
iero; songs, Jerome Kern and Herbert 
eynolds, Bornislau Kaper and Bob Rus- 
sell. Previewed N. Y., Aug. 16, °49. Run- 
ing time, 96 MINS, | 
rudence Budell... 
Jose Iturbi ee 
Abigail Trent Budell 
Johnny Donnetti 
Artie Geoffrey Glenson 


. Kathryn Grayson | 
; Himself 
..Ethel Barrymore 
: Mario Lanza | 

Keenan Wynn | 


Papa Donnetti ..J. Carrol Naish 
Michael Pemberton ... Jules Munshin 
Guido Russino Betelli Thomas Gomez 
Mary Marjorie Reynolds 
Hutchins Es Arthur Treacher 
Mama Donnetti......... Mimi Aguglia 
Amparo Iturbi Herself 
Donna ; Bridget Carr 
NN as oe « Sco eile Amparo Ballester 
Mme. Bouget Ann Codee 
Jason Edward Earle 


Paul aii ay George Meader 
Peanuts Sheila Stein 


Producer Joe Pasternak has es- 
tablished a neat pattern during his | 
Metro tenure of turning out almost 
consistently good grossers via a | 
Technicolored musical format. | 
“That Midnight Kiss” helps cement | 
the habit. With the usual thin but | 
amiable story, a couple of strong | 

roduction numbers and a long} 
ist of Metro stars and featured | 
players, this one should have little | 
trouble in drawing ’em. In addi- 
tion, the film introduces a poten- 
tially smash b.o. draw in tenor 
Mario Lanza, 
from grand opera, whose standout 
singing and capable thesping 
should provide an extra word-of- 
mouth fillip for exhibitors 

Lanza. judging from this initial 
effort, should emerge a big attrac- 
tion. His voice, when he’s singing 
opera, is excellent. In addition, far 


from resembling the caricatured | 


opera tenor, he’s a_ nice-looking 
youngster of the “average Ameri- 
can boy” school who will have 
the femme customers on his side 
from the start. Completely at ease 
before the cameras, he’s no great 
actor but handles his’ thesping 
chores adequately. 

Story, which casts Lanza as an 
ex-GI truckdriver who scores as an 
unknown in a Philadelphia opera 
company, gives him plenty of 
chance for tenoring. 
numbers is ‘Celeste Aida” from 
Verdi's opera. He also duets with 
Kathryn Grayson on the Jerome 
Kern - Herbert Reynolds oldie, 
“They Didn’t Believe Me,” and 
croons “I Know, I Know, I Know,” 

leasant new ballad by Bronislau 

aper and Bob Russell. Pop stuff 
doesn’t come off too well, however, 


because his voice can’t ride to its | 
Duetting on the classics 


fullest. 


with Miss Grayson also doesn’t 


show Lanza to full advantage. Be- | 
cause of poor recording, her voice | 


completely overshadows his. 

With the exception of Lanza’s 
intro, ‘‘Kiss” is along the general 
M-G musical lines. Original screen- 
play by Bruce Manning and Tamara 
Hovey has Ethel Barrymore as a 
wealthy Philly blueblood, who at- 
tempts to compensate for her own 
operatic frustrations by financing a 
civic company to ster her grand- 
daughter, Miss Grayson. Jose 
Iturbi, as the maestro, agrees to 
audition Lanza after Miss Grayson 
discovers him. When the temper- 
amental tenor originally booked to 
co-star with Miss Grayson quits, 
she convinces Iturbi to give Lanza 
the big chance. Latter also walks 
out after a lover's quarrel but re- 
turns in the nick on opening night 
to take over for the big finale. 

While Lanza will draw the no- 
tices, rest of the cast performs well 
under the skillful direction of 
Norman Taurog. Camera at times 
isn’t too kind to Miss Grayson but 
her soprano pipes sound good and 
her thesping is appealing. Miss 


Barrymore is fine in a role that | 


doesn’t require too much of her 
acting talents and Iturbi, besides 
giving his piano a sock workout, al- 
so demonstrates considerable act- 
ing ability. Keenan Wynn plays 
his standard comedy role as Lan- 
za’s buddy and. J. Carrol Naish 
scores in a role that duplicates his 
“Life with Luigi’ radio character, 
as Lanza’s Italian father who also 





} 





Woman Hater 
“Woman Hater” (Rank), be- 
ing tradeshown in New York 
today (Wed.), was reviewed in 
VaritEty from London Oct. 27, 
1948, by Myro. Film revolves 
around a farcial situation de- 
- veloping from the meeting of a 
man and woman who are 
avowed haters of the opposite 
sex. According to VARIETY’s 
reviewer “their long drawn 
out tussle is sorely in need of 
pruning if the producers have 
any designs on the American 
market.” Stewart Granger 
and Edwige Feuillere star in 
the pic and many of their friv- 
olous interludes lose much of 
their value due to obviously 
contrived situations and 
patently transparent dialog. 
Universal is releasing the film 
in the U. S. 
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Miniature Reviews 


“That Midnight Kiss” 
(Songs-Color) (M-G). A_ pat 
musical introducing bright 
new tenor, Mario Lanza; good 
b.o. 

“Prince of Foxes” (20th). 
Tyrone Power, Orson Welles 
in slow-action period melo- 
drama. 

“Sword in the Desert” (U-D. 
Exciting drama on the Pales- 
tine war; earmarked for solid 
business. 

“The Adventures of Ichabod 
and Mr. Toad” (Songs-Color) 
(Disney-RKO). Delightful full- 
length cartoon. 

“Black Magic” (UA). Orson 
Welles in an overly-dramatic 
costumer; will need plenty of 
hep selling. 

“Arctic Manhunt” (U). Slow 
moving frozen north drama for 
the duals. 

“Desert Vigilante” (Col). So- 
so oatuner in the Charles Star- 
reté-Smiley Burnette series. 

“Train Of Events” (GFD). 
Fine British thriller about a | 
train wreck. 

“Wild Weed” (Indie). Lila | 
Leeds in exploitation i er 
about evils of dope. 

“The Agitator” (British). A 
minor item. 


| 








recruited by M-G} 


Best of his | 


sees his own frustrations to sing 
opera recouped by his son. Jules 
Munshin displays his comedic tal- 
ents, socking across one of his pan- 
tomimic bits when he takes over 
to baton the orch. Thomas Gomez, 
as the bombastic, hammy and un- 
talented tenor, is excellent and 
Marjorie Reynolds pars the rest of 
the cast as Lanza’s first love. 

Film closes on a somewhat sour 
note through an obvious attempt 
to play down to the audience. Ap- 
parently seeking familiar music for 
the big opera finale. 
had some innocuous stilted lyrics 
written for a theme from Tchai- 
kowsky’s Fifth Symphony. Staging 
and scoring are both static, which 
doesn’t do either Lanza or Miss 
Grayson any good. Technical cred- 
its are up to the usual top Metro 
standards. Stal. 





Prinee of Foxes 
20th-Fox release of Sol C. Siegel produc- 


tion. Stars Tyrone Power, Orson elles, 
| Wanda Hendrix; features Marina Berti, 
| Everett Sloane, Katina Paxinou, Felix 


Aylmer. Directed by Henry King. Screen- 
play, Milton Krims, from novel by Samuel 
Shellabarger; music, Alfred Newman; 
camera, Leon Shamroy; editor, Barbara 
McLean; costumes designed by Vittorio 
Nino Novarese; special effects, Fred Ser- 
sen. Tradeshown in N. Y., Aug. 18, °49. 
| Running time, 107 MINS. 


PSE. Cavacawese ews an eeeeee Tyrone Power 
| Cesare Borgia.............. Orson Welles 
AIEEE. 6035.0 9%000 ee++..Wanda Hendrix 
Angela 66606800600 0080 6, eee. ere 
aa eeccccccesss- Everett Sloane 
|Mona Zoppo..........++.Katina Paxinou 
= rere 6006seceesc Gee Agimer 
po SY rer rerrc er eeeee+-Leslie Bradley 
| Specialty Dancer.......-.-. . Njntsky 
| Lady-in-Waiting..... eee... Rena Lennart 
BR. Sree Te +eeee-- Guiseppe Faeti 





| History iias not treated the in- 
famous Borgias too kindly, and 
| 20th-Fox hasn’t advanced their 
cause any in a melodrama of in- 
trigue, treachery and cold murder. 
However, the names of Tyrone 
Power and Orson Welles, plus the 
/novel’s bestselling title from which 
' this film was adapted, should serve 
ithe boxoffice to some extent. 

| Samuel Shellabarger’s novel of 
the same name—and the cinematic 
| version—are reminiscent of recent 
modern history in their pertinence 


to the ruthless, treacherous war- | 


fare they chronicle. “Prince of 
Foxes” actually is a fictional inci- 


,dent in the history of the Italian 
| Renaissance general, Cesare Bor- 


gia, but too often it is slow and 
plodding in its exposition and exe- 


/cution. 


“Prince” tells of Borgia’s lust for 
power and desire to expand his em- 
pire. This he does with all the in- 
trigue and knife-in-the-back kna- 
very at his command. It is inferred 
that he is responsible for the death 
of his sister Lucrezia’s husband, so 
that she can marry the Duke of 
Ferrara and thus effect an advan- 
tageous alliance. He also plans to 
have slain the aged ruler of an- 
other neighboring duchy, and have 
one of his aides seduce the latter's 
wife, as part of his plan for con- 
quest. 

The Borgiastic episode, despite 
its 16th century background, never- 
theless. has been conceived and exe- 
cuted in true Capone and Chicago 
tradition. As the murderous Ce- 
sare, Orson Welles is alternately 
glowering, reposing and diabolical. 
At times, that’s good: but fre- 
quently the Wellesian manner of 
dialoging—with its  too-clipped 
speech, mannéred eyebrow-raising, 
and the like, are inclined to become 
monotonous. 

Tyrone Power plays Orsini. who 
assumes the mantle of nobility to 
achieve social stature and _ ulti- 
mately bests Borgia when he de- 
serts him to join the invaded duchy 
of the elderly Varano. Power hasn't 
been photographed to best advan- 
tage in a number of scenes though 
his performance generally befits 
the courzgeous character he plays. 


«2 ~"@encree a fer or 


‘aide to Power—who ultimately is | 


Wanda Hendrix, as Varano’s young 

wife, and whom Power loves, gives 

the weakest of the performances. 
Everett Sloane, as the traitorous 


responsible for Power's freedom 
from the Borgia chains—gives an 





excellent portrayal that almost | 
snares the film’s major acting | 
laurels. Marina Berti is the girl | 


Power rejects for Miss Hendrix; | 
she’s a native Italian who has little 
opportunity to show her ability. | 
Katina Paxinou has a bit as Power’s 
mother, but she carries it off well. | 
Felix Aylmer, as the elderly duke, | 
gives a quietly restrained but ef- | 
fective portrayal. 
As an “action” picture, “Prince” | 
suffers mostly because of lack of | 
action. There is one battle scene, | 
wherein the forces of Borgia seek | 
to scale Varano’s fortress, that is | 
much too stagey. A gripping situa- | 
tion, however, and very well played 
by Sloane, is one in which he osten- | 
sibly gouges out the eyes of Power | 
with his thumbs, as the penalty for 
Power’s desertion. It is a scene} 
that strikes terror to viewers. 
“Prince,” filmed in Italy, has} 
been beautifully, authentically and | 
expensively backgrounded. Kahn. 


Sword in the Desert 


Universal release of Robert Buckner 
production; original screenplay by Buck- 
ner. Stars Dana Andrews, Marta Toren, 
Stephen McNally, Jeff Chandler; features 
Liam Redmond, Philip Friend, Hugh 
French, Lowell Gilmore. Directed by 
George Sherman. Camera, Irving Glass- 
berg; editor, Otto Ludwig. Tradeshown in 
N. Y., Aug. 18, *49. Running time, 100 
MINS. 

BEING DHIOR:. sec ccecs 
Sabra 


Dana Andrews 
Marta Toren 


David Vogel . Stephen McNally 
| SERRE Jeff Chandler 
SAO0t, B.. HOrtoR. csccaess Philip Friend 


reer re Hugh French 
bo see eee es Liam Redmond 
ee ee bee Lowell Gilmore 


Major Sorrell 
McCarthy 
Major Stephens 


Col. Bruce Evans........ Standley Logan 
Cant. BORUMONS : s 6i0secs ss Hayden Rorke 
Dov Teri ee George Tyne 
pe Re eet een or ar ee ees Peter Coe 
Sore errr et re ee Paul Marion 


Capt. Fletcher Martin Lamont 


Pasternak | 


The first Hollywood-made feature 
‘to treat on the sensitive subject 
of the Palestine war, “Sword in the 
Desert,” is a credit to the industry. 
Because this major offering of 
Universal is an exciting adventure, 
| well conceived, directed and lensed, 
\its boxoffice payoff is assured. At 
the same time, it represents as 
|fair-minded an approach to na- 
|tional differences as can be main- 
tained in an era of disturbingly 
hysterical partisanship. 

Granted the original premise of 
this pic—and no bones are made 
‘about it—that the Jews’ fight for 
a homeland is the right one, 
\““Sword” takes meticulous care to 
depict the British in a favorable 
light. If the Jews are on the side 
| of the angels, the British are no 
,heavies. Their dry humor; their 
_valor in battle; their punctilious 
/observation of the rules of war; 
and their self-questioning as to the 
rightness of their cause are stressed 
| repeatediy. 


U carefully inserts such quotes 
as: “Avoid gunfire if possible, men, 
there may be women and children” 

or, in the pondering of the com- 
/manding general, “This isn’t a 
‘Jewish, Arab or British problem 
—it’s a problem of all mankind.” 
\If anything, the expounding of the 
British and Jewish positions in text 
| book style is one of the pic’s few 
weaknesses — giving an exciting 
feature an overcast of sententious- 
ness. Surprisingly, very little is 
said about the Arabs. 





ican sea captain (Dana Andrews), 
does not sit well. Acting as a foil 
to the zeatous Israeli battlers with 
whom he becomes entangled, An- 
drews is meant to depict the skep- 
tical, | I-want-what’s-coming-to-me 
attitude of the selfish neutral. In 
pressing that point, he is made to 
do some foolish and incredible 
things. His conversion to the cause 
is one of the major developments 
of the pic. 


As captain of a freighter, An- 
drews lands a D.P. band of illegal 
immigrants on the forbidding coast 
of Palestine. From there, as the 
Haganah or its equivalent takes 
over, the pace becomes furious and 
violent. A skirmish on the beach: 
flight to the villages: detection 
because of Andrews’ foolhardy 
action; capture and release in a 
final, hair-raising rescue are tense- 
ly dramatized for the maximum of 
movement. 

Woven into the story and height- 
ening its impact is some excellent 
camerawork of the barren country. 
the tiny villages and the people 
themselves. Effort is made to show 
the seamed and weary refugees: 
the welcoming Jews: and to give 
some indication of the broad inter- 
national base of those who fought 
for Israel. 

Intense and sincere portravals 
are contributed by Marta Toren 
wha plays a patriot broadcasting 
over a secret radio; Stephen Mce- 
Nally, her vis-a-vis and a leader 
in the underground; as well as Jeff 
Chandler as a partisan chief. Miss 
Toren can be torridly attractive 
without feminizing her intrinsically 


s a) a 


Only one part, that of an Amer- | 


Earth Cries Out 


“The Earth Cries Out” 
(Lux). Originally reviewed by 
VariETY, June 8, 1949, from 
Genoa, was tradeshown in 
N. Y. last week. Opens at 
Ambassador, N. Y., Aug. 30. 
Since shown in Italy, this pic- 
ture has had English and a few 
Jewish passages dubbed in. It 
is not a particularly good job 
of substituting for the orig- 
inal Italian, but makes for a 
more intelligent grasp of the 
story for U. S. audiences. This, 
plus the fact that the original 
running time has been cut 
about six minutes appear to be 
the only change from the pro- 
duction as seen in Italy. 

VARIETY reviewer found the 
the film had a disjointed script 
and weak direction which 
would reduce the _ potential 
value of pic. Production still 
has the anti-British slant but 
manages a first-rate climax. Re- 
viewer wrote: “Except for the 
leads, acting isn’t up to Italian 
snuff.. this will take heavy 
selling.” 








masculine role. : 
‘Irish fighter against Britain is just 
a bit too thick for conviction. It’s 
the conventional concept of the 
Irish dissident. 

Production values match the ex- 
cellence of George Sherman’s di- 
rection. Robert Buckner has turned 
out a generally taut and actionful 
script to back the other important 
ingredients. ‘“Sword’’ demonstrates 
that a film can treat with an im- 
portant political issue with excite- 
ment, fairness and showmanship. 

Wit. 





| Adventures of Ichabod 
and Mr. Toad 
(SONGS-COLOR) 


| RKO release of Walt Disney produc- 
tion. Narration by Bing Crosby, Basil 
Rathbone, Eric Blore, Pat O’Malley, John 
Floyardt, Colin Campbell, Campbell Grant, 


Claude Allister, The Rhythmaires. Story, | 


| Erdman Penner, Winston Hilber, Joe Ri- 


naldi, Ted Sears, Homer Brightman, Harry | 
Reeves; based on Washington Irving’s | 


“Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and Kenneth 
| Grahame’s “Wind in the Willows”; songs, 
Don Raye, Gene De Paul; musical direc- 
tion, Oliver Wallace; production super- 
visor, Ben Sharpsteen: directors, Jack 
Kinney, Clyde Geronimi, James Algar; 


|N. Y., Aug. 19, *49. Running time, 68 
MINS, 





“The Adventures of Ichabod 
and Mr. Toad” ranks among the 
best full-length cartoons turned 
/out by the Walt Disney studios. 
|Cutting away from the limitations 
| imposed by the usage of live actors 
'In several of his recent efforts, 
| Disney once again is banking on 
that wit, inventiveness and whim- 
sical imagination that marked his 
early successes. This offering will 
| pay off handsomely in all situa- 
tions. 

Split into equal halves. film is 
| based on two popular books, Ken- 
neth Grahame’s English classic, 
\“The Wind in the Willows,” and 
| Washington Irving’s “The Legend 
_of Sleepy Hollow.” They are han- 
,dled_ in widely differing, but 
equally effective styles. The 
Grahame yarn has a subtle, satiri- 
cal edge on its comedy which will 
limit its appreciation to adult au- 
diences. The Irving legend, how- 
ever, is treated with splashes of 
color and broad strokes of humor 
and violence that will appeal in a 
fundamental way to all age groups. 
Together they comprise a_ solid 
package of varied entertainment. 

Initial section of the film is de- 
voted the adventures of Mr. Toad, 
an aristocratic amphibian with 
playboy tendencies. The toad is 
a superlatively clever creature of 
the drawing-boards. He is a mem- 
ber of the leisure class, cultured. 
archly self-confident. and bored 
with life except for his mania for 
autos and airplanes. When he gets 
pinched on a stolen car rap, the 
toad acts as his own counsel and. 
through the cartoon’s power of 
parody, exposes the prosecution’s 
legal cliches with insouciant non- 
chalance. It’s the high point of 
the film. 


The dialog and narration are im- 


peccably tailored to match the ani- | 


mation. Basil Rathbone. handling 
the biggest assignment, Eric Blore 
and the other voices impart to the 


script that proper British toniness | 


and dry humor which will un- 
doubtedly pass over the heads of 
the Youngsters. But even in this 
section, the kids will get a kick 
out of the personifications of the 
various animal characters, includ- 
ing a stiff-collared Mr. Rat, an 


easy-going Mr. Pig and a gang! 


of weasel hoodlums. 


The second half of the film is. 
dominated by Bing Crosby’s sound-| 
In this hoked- | 


track personality. 
up version of the Sleepy Hollow 


legend, Crosby handles all the nar- | 
ration, plays all the characters and | 
neatly renders a couple of spook- | 


tunes with the Rhythmaires ac- 
companying. While this cartoon 
lacks the class of “Mr. Toad,” it 


is still firstrate and will probably | 


be the pic’s major b.o. draw, 


chiefly because of Crosby, Also, | 


Liam Redmond’s | 


a in Technicolor. Tradeshown | 


the sto 

e story is more familiar a 
caricature of that fabulous = 
frightened schoolmaster, Ichaboq 
Crane, is drawn in a more immedi. 
ately recognizable comic vein. The 
sequence in which Ichabod meets 
the Headless Horseman in th 
forest, incidentally, matches san 
thing Disney has ever done } 


; ; in 
— way of terrifying the younger 
The tinting of both yarns is 


skillfully keyed to the tone oj each 
yarn. While “Mr. Toad” is drawn 
in soft pastels, the Ichabod yarn 
is swept by full, contrasty colors 
In both cases, it pars Disney’. 








ney’ 
standard for excellence. jiey), > 
Black Magic 
United Artists release of Edward Smay 
(Gregory Ratoff) production, directed b 
| Ratoff. Stars Orson Welles, Nan: Guild: 
features Akim Tamiroff, Frank Latimore’ 
| Valentina Cortese, Margot ( rahame 
| Stephen Bekassy. Screenplay, Charled 
| Bennett, based on Alexandre Dumas stents 
| camera, Ubaldo Arata, Anchise Brizji. 
| editors, James McKay, Fred Feitshans: 
| score, Paul Sawtell. Tradeshown Ny’ 
Aug. 18, *49. Running time. i035 wins * 
go Re ae Orson Welles 
Marie Antoinette } 
|Leranza § .eeseeees+. Nancy Guild 
| Gitano ececesestes cocvces Akim Tamiroft 
| Gilbert.......00. coeeee.-. Frank Latimore 
PORRIGR. 206200 seoeees. Valentina Cortese 
| Mme. DuBarry.......... Margot Grahame 
DeMontagne............ Stephen Bekassy 
Alexandre Dumas, Sr.....Berry Kroeger 
| Chambord ats waar Gregory Gay 
Alexandre Dumas, Jr..... Raymond Burr 
oS are Char! Goldner 
King Louis XVI ..ccccccc. Lee Kresel 
Bi ee 2 3 aa Robert Atkins 
SS. obs cd eds0e bank Nich ; Bruce 
Chico Er Tee tI Franco Corsaro 
Josef Balsamo (as a child). Aniello Mele 
Court President ....... Ronald Adam 
Crown Prosecutor.... Bruce Belfrage 
SO eS Alexander Danaroff 
Gaston chess ageeeeens Lee Lenoir 
Maria Balsamo...... Tamara Shayne 
Minister of Justice Giovanni ‘ Hulzen 
Dr. Mesmer’s Friend... eter Trent 
DOCTOR. cow ceecees eb Giuseppe Varni 
THO MoOtMes . . occicceses Tataiana Pavlowa 


| “Black Magic” is one of those 
pictures that’s full of sound and 
fury, signifying very little. In 
short, an overwritten, over-acted 
and under-lit costume piece that 
will need all the exploitation and 
| ballyhoo planned for it. Exhibi- 
tors might be able to take advant- 
age of the mass saturation cam- 
paign already launched by pro- 
'ducer Edward Small and United 
Artists, which will provide them 
with the chief selling points. Need 
for hep merchandising is all the 
more pronounced because of the 
| dearth of any strong marquee pull. 
attribute is the 
authentic background. Based on 
Alexandre Dumas’ story of 
| Cagliostro, a villainous impostor of 
ithe 18th century who rode rough- 
| shod over Europe by exploiting his 
hypnotic powers, the picture was 
| lensed entirely in Italy and France. 
'As a result, it was possible for 
| Small and director Gregory Ratoff 
‘to shoot their story in the actual 
| places where the events might have 
‘happened. But the melodramatic 

story, which is never quite believ- 
‘able, and the heavy - handed 
'thesping are too much for the 
| authentic backgrounds to over- 


| Film’s best 


me. 

Orson Welles plays Cagliostro, 
'and Ratoff evidently gave him a 
'free hand. In this case, Orson is 
| awesome only because he lays on 
‘the theatrical gestures so thickly. 
|His acting is reminiscent of the 
mustachioed heavies in the old 
'saloon-day mellers. Rest of the 
-cast might have taken their cue 
‘from him and they are given no 
|help by the stilted dialog. Exam- 
| ple: Marie Antoinette, waiting for 
'Cagliostro to perform one of his 
‘magic stunts before the French 
‘court, declares, “We're all agog 
| with impatience.” ; 
| Story would have the audience 
believe that Welles, or at least 
Cagliostro, practically single- 
handed fomented the French revo- 
lution. Story is told by Dumas in 
| flashback as he is writing his book 
'and picks up the villain as a gypsy 
boy when he is forced to watch his 
'parents unjustly hanged for witch- 
‘craft. As a man, he has already 
developed his hypnotic ability but 
doesn’t know how to exploit it um 
(Continued on page 22) 


| $< 
Dolwyn 


| “Dolwyn,” British-made, be- 
| ing tradeshown in New York 
| today (Wed.), was reviewed in 
| Variety from London, May 18, 
| 1949, under its original title 
“The Last Days of Dolwyn. 
Picture was credited by 
VARIETY’s reviewer as being 4 
sincere attempt to tell simply 
and movingly a story of the 
ordinary folk of a tiny W elsh 
village.” The review noted 
that though the “frequent use 
of the Welsh language and the 
constant Welsh dialect may 
prove a deterrent in America, 
the production should have 
some appeal to the art house 
trade.” , 

The entire yarn is staged In 
the picturesque village © 
Dolwyn and pivots around the 
plans of a city slicker to buy 
up the entire district oer 
water development pros. 
Edith Evans and Emlyn Wil- 
liams gtays .in the production, 
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Hollywood Veering 


Lesser Roles With Bway New’ Faces 


inking Broadway * 


Practice of 
players for Hollywood roles, which 
has shown a sharp upturn in the 
past six months, looks certain for) 
even more of a hypo in the near 
future. Success with this method 
of casting has led the studio in- 
creasingly to send scripts to their 
eastern talent reps with instruc- 
tions to suggest Broadway actors 
for subsidiary leads and character 
parts. 

Designed primarily as an econo- 
my measure, the New York cast- 
ing has resulted in a considerable 
improvement in picturemaking, 
studio execs feel. Particularly in 
character roles, it has proved the 


answer to the demand for new 
faces. Instead of stock players 
with whom every film fan 1s 


familiar in the bit parts—and 
whose very presence telegraphs the 


plot—Broadway casting provides 
fresh talent. 
Result is to get some of the 


effectiveness that has marked Brit- 
ish films in which the excellence 
of acting and characterization in 
bit parts frequently lifts a picture 
from the nondescript category into 
success. 3y taking players trom 
the east, studios find they can of- 
ten put their fingers on unexploit- 
ed talent and experience. 

Actors to be signed will be given 
one-picture contracts. This en- 
ables a studio to keep fresh faces 
coming and to avoid the type-cast- 
ing that comes with development 
of a stock company on the lot. In 
addition, it is cheaper, for while a 
player may get more coin under a 
single pic contract than under a 
termer, when he’s finished his stint 
he’s off the payroll. Also, the 
studio isn’t then forced to throw 
him into a role for which he may 
not be suited merely because of 
pressure to hold overhead down by 
keeping him at work. 

While the Broadway casting has 
these particular values for char- 
acter parts, it is also said to be ad- 
vantageous for filling secondary 
leads. It provides new faces and 
at the same time is cheaper, since 
a Broadwayite will almost always 
accept a film job at far below the 
established prices of the  sub- 
sidiary lead players on the Coast. 
The legiters always feel that this 
may be their chance at Hollywood 

















—and it has occasionally turned 
out to be. 
’ 
* s 
Kramer’s B.R 
Continued from page 5 : 
a five-pic commitment company 
holds on Kramer — in about 18 


months. First money will be pro- 
vided by Bank of America. 

Financing deal was tailored by 
Kramer to avoid the’ backers 
dabbling into the creative end. 
Church has agreed to a hands-off 
policy. It was Kramer’s charge of 
creative interference that led to 
his parting with John Stillman, 
who financed “Champion” and 
“Brave.” Stillman’s son, Robert, 
was installed as associate producer 
on those two pix. 

Another angle that Kramer in- 
sisted upon in the financing was 
the posting of coin early for hiring 
of key personnel so that scripts 
could be prepared with all creative 
hands on deck—director, camera- 
man, production designer and 
others. Also so that the cast could 
be brought in soon enough for two 
weeks of rehearsal on the sets. 
Thus, as many problems as possi- 
ble are whipped on paper instead 


of on expensive shooting time. 
Banks ordinarily won’t advance 


coin until day actually arrives for 
lensing. 

All production is being planned 
on a units-ot-three-pix basis. That 
means Kramer will attempt to plan 
ahead and make the trio close to- 
gether so that his unit can remain 
in continuous production on them. 
First under the new setup will be 
“The Men,” story of war vet 
paraplegics, which goes before the 
cameras in October. At work on it 
now with Foreman, who is script- 
ing, are director Fred Zinneman, 
production designer Rudy Sternad 
and production manager Clem 
Beauchamp. : 

Kramer is now in negotiation for 
purchase of “The Legal Bride,”’ 
serial currently running in Col- 
lier’s, by Robert Carson. Its a 
comedy and, if Kramer does it, it 
will be retagged “The Careless 
Cowboy.” He has already regis- 
tered the latter title with the Mo- 


tion Picture Assn. of America. \ 


' 

_four-state Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky 
'and West Virginia preem were as 
| big a surprise to RKO and the 
| Goldwyn distrib organization as to 
‘anyone else. The exploitation was 
concentrated in the Hatfield- 
McCoy feud country in which the 
pic is localed, but it did almost 
equally well in other spots. 


Spring’s 20-25% Dip 
In staging its July rally, the in- 


More to Casting 





B’way Strand’s Revamp — 
In order to get the house 


shape for resumption of its stage- 
, P ° the late spring. Profit returns from 


film policy Sept. 2, the«Strand, 

N. Y.. is shuttering for a week | that disastrous stretch are now 
starting next Friday (26). New coming in. Number of majors are 
modern seating, carpeting, new Showing the effects of the spring 


doldrums in terms of second-quar- 
ter profits which are 30%-40 %<«be- 
low those of ’48. 

Latest major to record a solid 
slump in its second-lap take is 
clude neon lights, plus a 50-foot | 20th-Fox. For that stanza, ended 
stainless steel trimmed theatre up-| June 25, 20th reports $2,677,943, 
right. Strand brings in Xavier against $3,967,817 for the compara- 
Cugat band and Latin-American tive period of last year. For the 
revue along with “White Heat,” half-year, company shows a net of 
James Cagney’s new starrer, when $5,695,679, against $6,894,659 in 
it reopens. 48. 


Du Pont-EL 


page 3 


stage setting and other innovations 
will be included in facelifting, to 
be carried out on 24-hour work 
shift. 

Exterior improvements will in- 


After deducting dividends on 
preferred, 20th’s equivalent earn- 
ings amouffted to $1.95 for six 








vious semester. 











- wa 


in an effort to fashion an alliance 
similiar to the original Small pro- 
posal. It would involve entry into showed a gain during the current 
EL by an established producer who six months. It amounted to $84,- 
would supervise the studio and in- 500.376, compared to the '48 figure 
vest a chunk of coin to get the of $82 660.468 
company’s new program moving. ever, was cut by an increase in 

DuPont proposition, it is said, amortization of film costs; partici- 
would require Pathe to purchase pation in film rentals and general 
DuPont rawstock exclusively for 
its film processing of all accounts Amortization totaled $27,536,824, 
and to post security in return for against last year’s $26,026,229. Par- 
a loan from the company. It is ticipation in film rentals was $4.,- 
not known whether the proposal 222,686, compared to ‘48's $3 ,321,- 
involves a transfer of EL stock or 973, and general expenses totaled 
other ramifications. DuPont has 


Continued from 
last year’s $1.37. 
Surprisingly, company’s’ gross 


$44.580.041 over last year’s $44,- 
been trying to expand its rawstock | 172,179. 

sales in the face of a strong hold 
on the market exercised by East- 
man Kodak. 

Purcell returned to N. Y. yester- 
day (Tues.) to report to Young on 
his huddles. Both execs are 
anxious to have some _ concrete 
progress to report to Serge Sem- BS 
enenko, exec veepee of the First ©@8¢r and willing to assume our 
National Bank of Boston, when he {air share of the responsibility for 
returns from Europe. First Na- showmanship with the exhibitor.” 
tional recently granted an exten- But the company expects “fair- 
sion on its loans outstanding ™inded exhibitors to assume their 
against EL. part in a revival of point-of-sale 

selling effort.” 
5 0, Benen Renee | In his talk today (Tues.) be- 
| Siclin iii — fore the assembly of branch and 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. | division managers, Montague re- 

Three more department heads vealed that Columbia planned to 
felt the axe of reorganization on release 31 “A” features in the 1949- 
the Eagle Lion lot, leaving only a 50 season in addition to 22 “bread- 
skeleton crew of 20 awaiting-word and-butter’” productions. Four of 
from Robert H. Young in New the top 31 will be in Technicolor 
York. _and another will be tinted in Cine- 

Latest departures are Owen Mc-|€0lor. Included in the release 
Lean, casting director; James Slate will be four Gene Autry 
Vaughn, production manager, and Starrers, two action 
Al Bollinger, comptroller. * eight westerns. 


Montague announced that ex- 
Film B.0. 


‘hibs were showing no resistance 
Continued from page 3 








| Montague’s Pitch 


Continued from page 5 











declare that Columbia is “very 








to upped admission scales for “Jol- 
son Sings Again,” which is ex- 
pected to be Col’s biggest money- 
maker during the 
Upped scales are currently being 
tested at the State, N. Y., and the 
Woods, Chicago, where the pic 











at eaemeantiemile 
Again,” which on the basis of its 
State, N. Y., first week is certain 
to hit smash biz, and also showing 


promise in early engagements cur- °P€"s tomorrow ‘Wed.). When the 
rently is Universal’s “Yes Sir, Jolson film opens at the Hippo- 
That's My Baby.” ; drome in Baltimore, Montague 

The July 1 upswing in business confirmed the report that the 


house would drop vaudeville for 
the pic’s run. 

On the basis of the company’s 
forthcoming product lineup, Mon- 
tague predicted that Columbia 
“would surpass by far its best year 
which was 1948-49.” Five of the 
top productions, besides “Jolson 
Sings Again,” were screened be- 
fore the convention delegates. 


Ellis Arnall 


Continued from page 3 — 


followed the most disastrous two- 
month period the industry has 
known since midway in the war. 
There appeared to be complete 
public apathy toward pictures dur- 
ing May and June. Theatregoers 
snapped out of it somewhat last 
month and there’s been even a 
more heart-warming response in 
August. Change is generally cred- 
ited as resulting from cooler 
weather and hotter product. 
Although the b.o. is down from a 
year ago, major companies’ film 
rentals average out as a few per- 
centage points higher 
were in 1948. Answer must obvi- 
ously be better terms. Rentals in 
foreign markets for the first 33 
weeks are also higher than a year 
ago, but remittances are down as 

















hal 


gene Talmadge, with whom Arnall 
hassled over the office at the ex- 
piration ot the latter’s term. 
Arnall said going back to the! 
chiet exec spot in Georgia would 


the result increas ‘urrency : 
cictetinein of increased currency mean a considerable personal and 
ware financial sacrifice. He is getting 
Last week's two newcomers on - $40,000 a year in salary and ex- 
the domestic iront, “Roseanna’”’ : 


enses fr SIMP 

and “Magic”? were both bowed in nett bocce Mayet che 
with splash preems and wholesale provides that he'll cut down the 
quantities of exploitation. Heavy number of his speaking en 
expenditures in both cases ap- ments—for which he gets 3600 
peared to have paid off well. There each. There is no explicit ‘under 

was less differentiation on “Rose- standing of the amount of time he 
anna” than on ‘Magic’ between js to give to SIMPP beyond “wl t- 
towns where a big publicity job ever is necessary.’ Instead os “nd 
was done and where it wasn't. ing about one week each month te 
Former also held up better on sub- the lecturing, as he had been doing 

sequent days. Arnall plans to limit engagements 

Results on “Roseanna” in the to just a few every month. 


in , dustry came back from a 20%-25% | 
dip in which it languished during | 


‘months, against $2.37 in the pre-| 
Second-quarter | 
earnings came to 9lc, compared to | 


Higher gross, how- | 


administration and sales expenses. | 


exhib cooperation, Montague will | 


musicals and | 


coming year. | 


than they guy” is the present governor, Eu- | i¢an Composers” series, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


One of the surprises of Columbia’s “Jolson Sings Again” is th 
reviews and word-of-mouth being garnered by Barbara Hale in the 
of Jolson’s wife. She had previously played supporting parts sed 
in program pictures, and had garnered no particular reputation bey 

| being “pretty” and “adequate.” She was chosen for the “Jolson” ee 
by producer Sidney Buchman and director Henry Levin afte role 
siderable testing of other people and it is expected to promote he: isu 
an important secondary star bracket. er into 
The 27-year-old player from Rockford, IIll., was pick hi 
eling in Chicago by an RKO talent scout. Her first tah phy ee 
“Gildersleeve’s Bad Day.” Then she was in a couple of the “Pal .O's 
series, a western and a few other moderate-budgeters. More recendl 
she’s been in RKO’s “The Window” and “Boy With Green Hair” ently 
The identifying catchphrase, “The rest.of the Jolson Story,” wh; + 
Columbia Pictures veepee Nate Spingold whipped up, almost ees om 
the release title of “Jolson Sings Again.” For a time it was the On og 
ing title, and producer Sidney Buchman got to like it so much ah 
Spingold, who coined it as an advertising slogan, had some time = 
selling Buchman on it, on the theory that it wasn’t pat enough Bo 
marquee as is the current title. . a 

Spingold and the Col merchandisers know that, for mass consumptio 
and especially in light of the wave of reissues on the market the me 
couple af years, the big job is to impress that this is a “new” sinteas 
and ad copy accordingly will stress “new songs, new thrilis,” etc , 

On the subject of merchandising and reissues, Col sales veepee Abe 
Montague envisions a double-barrelled reissue of both “The Jolson 
Story” and “Jolson Sings Again’”’ some years hence into a “Jolson Fes. 
tival.” That is, if there isw’t a third and possibly a fourth sequel, as is 

| already being talked. eae 


rave 
role 
» Mostly 


When Rita Hayworth invited her boss, Harry Cohn, and his wife (the 
|former Joan Perry) to dine with Aly Khan and the Aga Khan at 
Trouville, on the Normandy coast of France, the Columbia Pictures 
prexy was surprised to note that Jules C. Stein and his wife were the 
only other guests. The next day*the Music Corp. of America board 
chairman apprised Cohn that MCA was “now representing Miss Hay- 
worth.” 

Beckworth Productions, Inc., is the star’s subsidiary setup via Col 
of which Johnny Hyde, veepee of the William Morris agency, is alen 
executive v.p. Beckworth’s deal with Col has some time to go. meaning 
that MCA’s deal is gambling on the future after the Beckworth (Miss 
Hayworth’s capital gains corporation) contract with Columbia expires 
Meantime the Morris office gets the commissions. r 

Cohn states that his star is due to have her baby next spring. Both 
he and Stein were impressed by the clamor the Hollywood glamour 
girl commands. The Col prexy concedes that MCA may be betting on 
/a strong future bet. i 


Gary Cooper stands to make a fancy profit this year on literary in- 
vestments if he succeeds in present efforts to sell to one of the studios 
A. B. Guthrie, Jr.'s, “The Way West.” Actor took an option on the 
book, which later became a Book-of-the-Month Club selection, and is 
now Offering it for sale, with himself to appear in it, if the studio 
desires. 

Cooper gave $5.000 for the option until Nov. 15 against a purchase 
price of $65,000 ‘it was to have been $45,000 if the volume had not 
been picked up by a book club). It is not known what price the actor is 
asking the lots, but a studio which wanted to get him for the principal 
role in the book would likely be willing to give him a profit on the 
property. 

:; Cooper made himself some coin a few months ago on Alfred Hayes’ 
‘Girl From the Via Flamina.”” He bought film rights for $40,000, then 
decided to sell to Leland Hayward and Anatole Litvak for $50,000, plus 
/& percentage. 





Allied’s “Caravan” committee, which regularly publishes for the 
organization's members what terms other exhibs are paying for pix, is 
endeavoring to supplement the strictly statistical data with dope on 
sales policies, trade practices, distribution experiments, etc. It is ask- 
ing Allied members who subscribe to the Caravan service to provide 
such info along with reports on terms they’re paying. 
|. Exhibs have been requested to keep eyes and ears open in their terri- 

tories and send in what they learn. Outfit calls these “We hear” and 
‘We think” reports. 
__ In addition, new statistical forms are now going into use which allow 
More leeway for comment concerning circumstances surrounding any 
deal. _Use of these forms was agreed on at a meeting of the Caravan 
committee in Dallas late in the spring. 





_—— 


Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox publicity-advertising chief, seems to be 
/Making it a policy to use tradepaper advertising for promotion of 
intra-company morale as well as to reach 20th’s customers. Good 
o_o of the new thinking has been the ad appearing in tradepapers 
the past few weeks picturing each of 20th’s branch managers and list- 
ing their names. Copy carried the line, “Meet the Bosses,” and quoted 
prez Spyros Skouras as saying: “Each branch manager will conduct 


Te in his own territory as if he were the owner of that busi- 


re ee. celebrating its 35th anni, is getting a big play from 
tieuns with tai: which are publishing special sections in cooperative 

‘/ h Fabian theatres. Topping the recent 612-page section put 
— +d the Staten Island (N.Y.) Advance, the Albany Times-Union is 
aa” ‘- 16-page issue devoted entirely to the Fabian chain's 
pone rd P sre was promoted and produced by Alexander Sayles, 
poet rr ohana of the Palace, Fabian flagship in Albany. Section 
the Fabi. 3 editorial, “Life Begins at 35,” and covers the history of 
iaiauae neceeae this area. Local merchants cooperated by buying 





‘jedi gee ee of some 65 musical shorts ultimately projected by 
month ntei a the company expects to release its first two pix next 
Arti 7 nitialer will be “Music in Hunter College” while bandleader 

le Shaw appears in the second. Part of the firm’s “Music of Amer- 
i the picture is principally woven around the 
music of Norman Dello Joio. Latter bs Shaw’s “Nocturne” and also 
accompanies the batoner in “Concerto for Clarinet.” 


. Speed record for completion of a major picture is claimed by George 
Cukor, director of “Adam's Rib,” co-starring Spencer Tracy and Kath- 
arine Hepburn at Metro. Screenplay was finished 30 davs after the 
idea was born. Shooting took 36 days and the show was previewed 42 
days later. It wili start off Metro’s 1950 releasing program this fall. 


S.0:S. Cinema Supply Corp. last week donated five film projectors 
to the Israeli government whose army reportedly will use the 35m units 
to train as well as entertain its men. Valued at $2,500, the gift was 
turned over to Material for Israel, Ine. | 





Metro's “Battleground,” a war tale, will save a lot of money tiv 
the absence of background music. Except for opening and closing 
military marches composed by Lennie Hayton, the two-hour film ¥ 
tuneless, something different in modern pictures. Taking the piace 
of pictures will be sound effects natural on a battle front where brass 
bands don't toot. It also saves the studio about $100,000. 
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THE INDUSTRY WATCHES AS 
M-G-M’s HIT PARADE ROLLS ON! 


There has never been anything in the industry to compare with 
the consistent run of fine attractions from the Friendly Lion! 
We refused to hold back our Big Ones all Summer long! And 


now we're launching your Fall Season with even Bigger Ones! 


“MADAME BOVARY” (gold-digger) 


She’s taking over the Capitol, N. Y. and everywhere. Cosmopolitan 
Magazine’s “Picture of the Month’, greatest woman’s picture in years 


“IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME” 


(records go boom) 


Radio City Music Hall sets new records as M-G-M’s Technicolor musi- 
cal beats the heat. Here’s another Coast-to-Coast winner! 


“THAT MIDNIGHT KISS” (can’t miss) 


Preview crowds in N.Y. duplicate Coast reaction in cheering another big 
M-G-M Technicolor musical. Watch for the screen’s newest singing star} 


“THE RED DANUBE” (to the box-office) 


M-G-M Previews are the talk of the film colony. One Big One after 
another. Here’s truly great entertainment packed with stars in action, 
It’s coming to join your Fall Parade of M-G-M Hits! 


“THAT FORSYTE WOMAN” (what a cast!) 


A BIG All-Star production and Technicolor too. The famed novel at 
last on the screen (based on “The Forsyte Saga”) in a magnificent 
M-G-M attraction. 


‘INTRUDER IN THE DUST” (a must) 


Because of the excitement of its West Coast Preview, a work print was 
rushed to New York and identical audience response points to one of 
the year’s outstanding attractions! 


“ADAM’S RIB” (rib-tickling) 


At press time, word comes of the latest in M-G-M’s Preview Hit Parade. 
Unanimous audience reaction acclaims the most uproarious comedy in 
years, star-studded, brimful of joy! Watch! 


“BATTLEGROUND” (siggest since sound) 


Long in advance of release, its previews in Los Angeles and New York 
have brought it unprecedented acclaim! Academy Award stature! 


Salute to Disabled Vets! Book “How Much Do You Owe?” 
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4 from her box with an understand- 
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Black Magie 


til he meets up with Mesmer, the 
Austrian physician generally ac- 
credited with having originated the 
therapeutic use of hypnotism. 

But neither Mesmer nor modern- 
day medicos and _ psychiatrists 
would acknowledge the powers 
granted to Cagliostro py the screen- 
play. Reputation for healing the 
sick makes him almost a god to 
the peasants, preparing him for his 
big chance when he ties into a 
nasty bit of intrigue in the courts 
of Louis XV and later Louis XVI. 
He almost succeeds in his intrigue 
until Mesmer appears on the scene 
again and, in a dramatic court trial, 


pulls a switch by hypnotizing 
Cagliostro, forcing him to admit 


his villainies. Comes next a sword- 
fight high above the courtyard, in 
which the magico comes a croppcr 
and crashes to his death. 

With Welles making with the 
gestures, the other actors have lit- 
tle chance to show much. Nancy 
Guild, in a double role as Marie 
Antoinette and the love interest, 
doesn’t do too well with either. 
Akim Tamiroff is good in a stand- 
ard character part but Frank Lati- 
more. as the courageous captain of 
the king’s guard who brings 
Cagliostro to his end, makes a we ak 
attempt at imitating Doug Fair- 
banks. Valentina Cortese is okay 
as the gypsy wench whom Welles 
spurns for Miss Guild but Stephen 
Bekassy overdoes the dramatics as 
the black-hearted French noble- 
man. Berry Kroeger, seen only 
briefly at the start as Dumas, tips 
the audience on the eye-rolling 
that’s to follow. 

Lighting and camera work re- 
call Welles’ low-key ‘Citizen 
Kane” but fall far short of the 
standards established in that one. 
Editing at times is brutal, cutting 
from scene to scene im jerky move- 


ments that often dissipates the 
sought-for mood. Paul Sawtell’s 
score is as heavy as the plot. But 


‘Magic’ does have those authentic 
backgrounds. Stal. 


Arctic Manhunt 


of Leonard Goldstein 
Features Mikel Conrad, Carol 


Universal release 
sroduction 


hurston Wally Cassell Directed by 
Ewing Scott. Screenplay, Oscar Brodney, 
Joel Malone from Scoti’s story, ““Narana 
of the North’; camera, Irving Glassherg: 
editor, Otto Ludwig; music, Milton 
Schwarzwald. At Palace, N. Y., week Aug. 
18, °49. Running time, 69 MINS. 

Mike Jarvis -_ Mikel Conrad 
POGPRER. 6.404059 s0xeee aes Carol Thurston 
Tooyvuk Wally Cassell 
eee EET eR eee Helen Brown 
oe BSS t es ee Harry Harvey 
Landers Pr Or oe Russ Conway 
ES Be eer ree Paul E. Burns 
BMakimo Girl. .....sccescess Quianna 
SPEC Ee ee Chet Huntley 


“Arctic Manhunt” is a slow mov- 
ing drama of the frozen north that 
has little to recommend it. Exploi- 
tation may help sell the film, but 
in the main it’s a dualer. 

Based upon Ewing Scott’s story, 
“Narana of the North,” the pic re- 
counts an _ ex-convict’s flight to 
Alaska in an effort to cash in on 
some armored car loot. Although 
he had served his time, insurance 
investigators are still relentlessly 
after him to regain the stolen swag. 
In his retreat through Alaskan 
wastes, the one-time con poses as a 
missionary, and has a brief affair 
with an Eskimo gal before losing 
his life in the icy wilderness. 

Message of ‘““Manhunt,” the time- 
honored ‘crime doesn’t pay,” 
admirable admonition, but unfor- 
tunately the listless acting, com- 
bined with director Scott’s slow 
pacing, make the film too tedious. 
Irving Glassberg’s camerawork is a 
lone bright spot. 

Scott, who directed as well as 
authored the story, captured some 
fearsome scenes of the Arctic tun- 
dra. However, the natural back- 

round isn’t sufficient to offset a 
ustreless plot. Cast as the con on. 
the lam, Conrad seldom breathes | 
any credibility into the part. Carol | 
Thurston, as the Eskimo gal, shows | 
some promise. Other players move | 
listlessly through their stints. Gilb. 


y s 
Desert Vigilante 
(SONGS) | 
Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- | 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett, Smiley | 
Burnette: features Peggy Stewart, Tris- | 
tram Coffin, Georgia Crackers. Directed 
by Fred F. Sears. Screenplay, Earle Snell; 
camera, Rex Wimpy: editor, Paul Borosky: 
gongs, Burnette, Bob Newman, Jimmy 
Wakely. At New York theatre, N. Y., 
week Aug. 16, 49. Running time, 56 MINS. 
Steve Brooks Charles Starrett | 
Smiley Burnette Smiley Burnette 
Ee ae ee Peggy Stewart 
Thomas Hadley..... Tristram Coffin 


Angel ot Tre Mary Newton 
eer George Chesebro 
DEN. «  Nibebhes tows Paul Campbell 
SS re eee Tex Harding 
Sergeant Jack Ingram 


Georgia Crackers 

While not as action-packed as 
some of its predecessors. Colum- 
bia’s “Desert Vigilante” is a fair 
oatuner in the Charles Starret- 
Smilev Burnette mesa series. Foot- 
age contains the standard chases, 
six-shooting and hard riding that 





is an, 


ing smile, knowing history will 
repeat itself. 
it began, in the railroad yard, with 
the guard pedalling off contently 
to his white-collar job. 

Valerie Hobson handles the role 
of the musician’s wife with delight- 
ful nonchalance with John Clem- 








followers of this “Durango Kid” 
chain of pix have come to expect. 

A smuggling ring that’s been il- 
legally moving silver into’ the 
U. S. across the Mexican border 
furnishes the plot for “Vigilante.” 
A Federal agent, Starrett soon re- 
alizes that the local U. S. attorney, 
Tristram Coffin, is in cahoots with 
the outlaws. After the usual elimi- 


ment as her errant spouse. 
Dowling and Lawrence Payne make 
a pathetic pair of fugitives and 
Jack Warners’s guard is 
terized with his usual 

touch. Susan Shaw has little to do 


ents exuding charm and tempera- | 
Joan | 


charac- | 
unerring | 


Picture ends, where | 


‘his aggressiveness and disposition; 
rather than his political beliefs. 
Film fails to take advantage of 
the habits and customs of the small 
village. Entire play is put in the 
‘hands of the leading character, 
Peter Pettinger, whose brashness 
is properly portrayed by William 


Hartnell. Mary Morris shows in- 
telligence and understanding as 
'Hartnell’s girl friend, while Elliot 


, mother. 


nation of most suspects, Starrett pee pleasure loving daughter, 
bags the culprits in a bangup 4D Irina Baronova duly displays | 


shooting fray. co: ad : 
Starrett registers as a forthright Cert pianist. Acting plum falls to 





fire and temperament as the con- | 


nemesis of the smugglers. Smiley Peter Finch, brought from Aus- | 
Burnette competently handles the tralia by Sir Laurence Olivier to 
comedy. Peggy Stewart is okay play opposite Edith Evans in 
as a femme rancher. Coffin is good “Daphne _  Laureola.” His tense 
as the crooked attorney. Balance of OVerwrought emotions, depicting 
the cast turn in standard per- how war can turn: a_ harmless 
formances under Fred F. Sears’ di- nonentity into a murderer, are 
rection. Camerawork of Rex convincingly and forcefully por- 
Wimpy gives this Colbert Clark trayed. Mary Morris makes the 
production a lift. Gilb. most of her short span as his faith- 
ae less wife, and all supporting roles 
_ competently cast. Clem. 
Train of Events | 

eapeoneried | Wild Weed 

London, Aug. 17. Eureka Productions release of Richard 


GFD 
Balcon 
Cole, 


Studios-Michael 
by Sidney 
Basil Dear- 


release of Ealing 
production. Directed 
Charles Crichton and 
den. Stars Valerie Hobson, Jack Warner, 
John Clements, with Peter Finch and 
Susan Shaw. Screenplay by Dearden, T. E. 
B. Clarke, Ronald Millar and Angus Mac- 
Phail; camera, Lionel Banes, Paul Beeson, 


Kay production. Stars 
tures Al4n Baxter, Lyle 
by Sherman Scott. Screenplay, Richard 
H. Landau from story by Arthur Hoerl; 
camera, Jack Greenhalgh; narration, Knox 
Manning; piano soloist, Rudolph Friml, Jr. 
rradeshown N. Y., Aug. 19, °49. Running 
time, 90 MINS, 


Lila Leeds; 
Talbot. 


fea- 
Directed 





Chic Waterson; editor, Bernard Gribblé; The Girl Lila Leeds 
music, Leslie Bridgewater. At Odeon, Markey Alan Baxter 
London, Aug. 16, ’49. Running time, 89 Capt. Haves Lyle Talbot 
MENS, rreanor Michael Whelen 
Jim Hardcastle FREER “Warner | ek 6 cer cece Mary Ellen Popel 
Stella Valerie Hobson | Lt. Mason.......... Doug Blackley 
Raymond Hillary .. John Clements Bob Leste r David Holt 
Irina Norozova ..Irina Baronova Lt. See ee Don Harvey 
5 Serr rT JOM. DAWAUNE SMES 9 iw ceeweces seas David Gorcey 
a Qa ..Laurence Payne | Raymond.............. Jack Elam 
Philip Mason Peter Finch Edmunds........ Dick Cogan 
Louise Mary Morris eee 
Mrs. Hardcastle .... Gladys Henson Si oe oe A 
Malcolm Murray-Bruce John Gregson Patently rushed out to cash in 
Doris Hardcastle ¥ Susan Shaw On Lila Leeds’ notoriety, this 
stace Patric < = we . vy, 
Ron Stacey re ee strives to point up the evils of 
lolingbeoke Mark Dignam ope, particularly marijuana smok- 
: ing. Main trouble with “Wild 
7 . . . T 1 ” & aw - . = ° 
This is an absorbing human Weed” is that it does not do it 


very well. However, straight melo- 
drama, this quickie sometimes fills 
the bill. Film may do_ passably 
well where given sensational bally 
even though interest in the Leeds 
case apparently has passed. 

Slight yarn shows how a chorus 
girl (Miss Leeds) working te put 
her brother through college, de- 
velops into a marijuana addict and 
then becomes mixed up with a 
dope peddler. From then on, 
is just a question of how bad she 
will become as a reefer smoker, 
when she will reform, and how 
she will help the minions of the 
law. Eventually she cooperates 
with the narcotic agents to break 
up the dope ring. 

Story is laid in Los Angeles. 
Scenes at reefer parties are dif- 


drama on the multiple plot system. 
This one concerns a train wreck 
and the lives of four sets of. people 
immediately prior to their presence 
on the doomed train. There is suf- 
ficient light and shade to preclude 
top-heaviness, but accent is more 
on the grave than gay. Direction 
is uniformly skilled and stories are 
evenly blended with no awkward 
angle in switehing to the different 
character groups. High standard 
of acting and interesting problems 
should warrant universal appeal. 

Scene opens in a London station 
with a Liverpool-bound train just 
leaving. It fails to pull up to avoid 
a blocked line ahead and plunges 
to disaster. 

The guard, genial and conscien- 
tious, is making his last run an- 
ticipating promotion. This is jeop- 
ardized through his screening the 
absence of another driver whom he 5 
hopes will be his son-in-law. A rally very routine. 
friendless girl, orphaned in the Miss Leeds measures up as an 
blitz, has sheltered an escaped , kay actress when giyen half a 
German prisoner, and stolen money Chance. She also photographs ex- 
to obtain a passage for him to Cellently. Alan Baxter makes a 
Canada. He is unaware of this SUfficiently odious reefer peddler. 
and slinks off in the confusion | LYle Talbot. Doug Blackly and Don 
oblivious of the fluttering steamer [Harvey suffice as narcotic opera- 
ticket emerging from the dead tives. Support is headed by Mi- 
girl's purse. chael Whelen. 

An actor, on the eve of departure _ Jack Greenhalgh, who _photo- 
for an American tour, kills his slut 8@Phed. has some excellent cam- 
of a wife and bundles the body in ¢'4 effects but sometimes overdoes 
his theatre basket. He is in the it With weird lens tricks. Rudolph 
throes of being arrested when the Friml, Jr., shown supposedly play- 


so-called ‘‘tea’” adherents overact. 


| 


smash comes and he is fatally !9& in the Hollywood Bowl. con- 
pinned by debris against the tributes a neat piano solo. Wear. 
concealed body of his victim. | 

In lighter vein, a famous musical | The Agitator 
director, whose facile amours |! 


. ‘ é Ss | (BRITISH) 
amuse his wife, breaks with his | Four Continents Films release of Louis 


latest conquest by telling her she H. Jackson production. Stars William 
played a wrong note at his concert. —— Mary Morris. Directed by John 
ca ° r : y © y o £ 

This wounds her vanity and, when from W. Riley’s novel, “Peter Pettinger”; 
the orchestra, miraculously saved meee. See Grant; editor, Douglas 
i ‘ sty : | Myers. t h St. Trans-Lux, N. Y., Aug. 
n the accident, fulfills its engage- 19°°45. “Running time 95 MINS, & 
ment swathed in bandages, she Peter Pettinger . William Hartnell 
ogles the first violin, while the con- Lettie Shackleton Mary Morris 
ductor casts roguish eyes on the 

lady harpist. Friend wife looks down 


Tom Tetley John Laurie 
ee ren Moore Marriott 











Mr. Ambler or ewee J. H. Rob 

Bill Shackleton ....... George eens 
Mark Overend .......Frederick Leister 
. . Charles BMOPTGOR:. 56.5. Joss Ambler 
Canada Unlimited — et oe yee c mo Mason 

7 . ; ‘ S. REOMETOGE. ... i cicce ‘athleen Nesbi 
Fifth in the series of shorts | Helen Montrose Joyce Seren 
being released under the pub- | Gharlie Branfield......... , Edward Rigby 
lic affairs program of the Mo- | Joan Shackleton ,..21...) Mira Tierey 
tion Picture Assn. of Ameri- Mrs. Shackleton......... Beatrice Varley | 
ca, “Canada Unlimited” is a A See Cyril Smith 
-ell- d doc ; 7 a ae aa Howerd Douglas | 
we -ma e documentary con- Derek Cunlyffe Llovd Pearson | 
cerning the industrial develop- | Smith Edgar Driver 


ment of our neighbor to the | S@!vation Army Leader 
north. Main point of this 18- | 
minute pic is to explain the 
contribution made to that de- 
velopment by the recent im- 
migrants and displaced persons 
of Europe. As seen through 
the eyes of one of Canada’s 
new citizens, film sweeps over 
the country’s expanse in a 


|of the art houses because of its 
labor vs. capital theme. Topic is 


is slanted toward a more sympa- 
thetic understanding of the uvper 


‘is very limited. 


: . ‘ Maior weakness is its fail 
kaleidoscopic catalog of its tick t bast site fal ure to 
wheat fold se stick to one basic problem. Capital 
Ca e s, manu ac ul ing and labor are edauallyv defended 
plants, dams and universities. ; % 


durine the early stages of the film. 
but *t’s when the central character. 
a © *islistiec soapboxer, falls heir 
to the factory where he works. that 
the film becomes ineffectual. From 
that point on, faced with the chal- 
‘ense of mnholding his ideas in his 
new position, the socialist is brow 
beaten from all sides because of 


Background narration, un- 
fortunately, is repetitious and 
overstresses the materialistic 
assets of Canada while ignor 
ing its democratic tradition. 
Two-reeler was produced by 
RKO as part of its “This Is 
America” series. 


given free rein, even though film! 


it | 


ferent if nothing else, but even the | 


Sherman Scott's direction is gen- | 


Mason adds a realistic touch as his 
John Laurie turns in a 
good job as a shop foreman. 
John Harlow’s direction does 
nothing to alleviate the film’s ex- 
cessive length of 95 minutes. 





Merehant of Slaves 


(ITALIAN) 

Lux release of Colosseum production. | 
Directed by Duilio Coletti. Screenplay, 
Nicola Manzari, Cesare Vico Ludovici; 
English titles, Clare Catalano; camera, | 
Aldo Tonti; score, Piero Giorgi. Previewed 
N. Y¥., Aug. 18, °49. Running time, 68 
MINS. 

Fiamma.. _ si Annette Bach 
Ali st re ek Enzo Fiermonte 
SS SO OTe ee Mara Ciukleva 
ee eee Augusto Di Giovanni 
RBATER oo 0080 ee0'0 08 Dino Di Luca 
Pe. MPT TE TT Augusto Marcacci 


Francesca Elena Zareschi 


(In Italian: English Titles) 


“Merchant of Slaves” has little 
for the foreign language market 
but may dent the exploitation 
houses. Pie will get by on its lurid 
title and a couple of brief gamey 
sequences showing _ half - clad 
femmes on the auction block. For 
the rest, however, this film is 
plodding melodrama narrated in a 


clumsy mixture of antique and 
modern styles. Production § trap- 
pings also fall far below usual 


Italian standards. _ 
Yarn opens promisingly as an 


adventure of Near East slave 
traders plundering the _ Italian 


coast for a new cargo of gals. Pic 
rapidly bogs down, however, after 
the marauding chief is captured 
and falls in love with a native belle 
who gets in a family way without 
benefit of clergy. Remainder of the 
yarn is concerned with the plotting 
of her kinfolk to murder her and 
the child. Film abruptly ends with 
the lovers making a getaway in a 
sailboat. 

Thesping is on a par with the 
corny yarn. Annette Bach, as the 
gal, and Enzo Fiermonte, as the 
slave. trader, posture awkwardly as 
does the rest of the cast. A slipshod 
editing job accents the crudity. 

Herm. 


Historia Del 800 
(A Story of the Nineties) 
(Songs) 

(ARGENTINE) 

Buenos Aires, Aug. 9. 
Panamericana release of Hugo del Carril- 
| San Miguel production. Directed by del 
Caril. Stars Carril, with Sabina Olmos, 
Guillermo Battaglia, Santiago Arrieta, 
| Jose Olarra, Angelina Pagano, Sara 
Guasch, Florindo Ferrario and Paquita 
| Garzon. Story by Alejo Pacheco Ramos; 
camera, Bob Roberts, Carmelo Lobotrico. 
| Running time, i05 MINS, 





This panoramic musical made 
_the best grosses of any Argentine 
| picture so far released this year, 
' taking in $63,000 (U.S.) for a seven- 
| week = firstrun. This is close 
/enough to the average of $70,000 
'for any good Hollywood release 
here. Directed by tango-warbler 
star Hugo del Carril, the produc- 
tion is deserving of some praise, if 
one takes it in comparison with the 
gereral run of material now being 
turned out by the local studios. 
There’s some interest for U. S. 


| audiences. 


Screenplay by Edward Dryhurst | 


Bransby Williams | 


“The Agitator’ may go at some! 


‘class, but general appeal in U. S.| 


The action is slow and continuity 


faulty, but on the basis of its nos- | 


talgic flavor (the story recalls the 
Buenos Aires of 50 years ago) the 
picture has its charm for an Ar- 
gentine public, especially as a num- 
ber of del Carril’s most popular 
tangos are included in the musical 
score. The greatest mistake has 
been the attempt to present the 
warbler as another Bing Crosby. 
singing Schubert’s “Ave Maria,’ 
accompanied by a child chorus. 
However, in the main del Carril 
is a less wooden actor than usual 
although he is outclassed by the 
veteran Guillermo Battaglia as the 








Lost Youth 


“Lost Youth,” Italian-made, 

originally titled “Gioventu 
Perduta,” was tradeshown in 
New York, Thufsday (18). Film 
was reviewed in Variety from 
Rome, April 14, 1948, by 
Quat, who thought that “as a 
thriller, pie is a little dis- 
appointing.” Also noted in the 
review was the “fine direc- 
torial job” done by Pietro 
Germi, who with the aid of a 
clever screenplay “turned out 
a vivid dramatization of the 
moral disorder which has 
taken hold of postwar Italian 
youth, especially the middle- 
class.” “More stress is given 
to characters than to story,” 
was another opinion voiced by 
the reviewer. Picture is being 


released in the U. S. by Lux 
filins, 


f tiahtine neon. 
owner Of a cock-fightin . 
The story has cock-fighting hy ola 
time Buenos Aires (this sport has 
been long since abolished) as ite 
theme, with del Carril resolveg - 
avenge a brother's death at th 
hands of Battaglia. From PP 4 
fighting duels it is only a step to 
a murderous “criollo” duel with 
knives, in which the villain is 
wiped out by the hero, with plent 
of love interest thrown in as rrond 
women, a singer and an ingenue 
battle for the glamor boy. Ay 
ends well amid much singing of 
tangos. As usual, Sabina Olmos ‘is 
urfayorably photographed byt 
| Rives good support to the central 
| figure, del Carril. Nid . 





Il Trovatore 
(ITALIAN) 


Genoa, Aug. 9 
Union Film release of Continentalei 
Gallone production. Stars Gianna a 
zini, Enzo Mascherini, Gino Sinimber hi, 
Vittorina Colonello; features Enrico ~ 
michi, Cesare Polaccho. Directed py Car. 
mine Gallone. Screenplay, Gallone. Marte 


Corsi, Tullio Covaz, Ottavio Poggi: cam 
era, Aldo Giordano; music, Giusep : 
Verdi; orchestra and chorus of fan: 
Opera House directed by Gabriele San 
tini. At Cine del Parco, Genoa. Running 
time, 109 MINS, . 
Azucena Gianna Pederzini 


Conte di Luna Sy a 


Ci ean ae a “nzo Mascherini 
Gino _ Sinimberghi 
Vittorina Colonello 


Manrico 
Leonora 


| One of the more elegant films 
of its kind, this filmed version of 
Giuseppe Verdi's has all 
qualifications for approval by 
opera and music lovers, plus some 
features intended for appeal to less 
specialized audiences. It’s doubt- 
ful, however, ‘that these extra fea- 
tures will be enough to satisfy 
average audiences not used to an 
operatic diet. 

Director Carmine Gallone (“The 
Lost One’’) has tried, for the most 
part successfully, to steer clear of 
usually static filmed-opera tech- 
nique. Good use of flashbacks pro- 
vides some dramatic footage and 
effectively heightens suspense. 
Judicious cutting and choice of 
camera angles has, with some ex- 
ceptions, relieved the static quality 
of the “aria’’ scenes, “and action 
lovers will go for several ime 
pressively-mounted battle scenes, 
splendidly photographed by Aldo 
Giordano. Film, however, is over- 
long and the tragic finale in which 
Count di Luna has Manrico killed, 
not knowing he’s his brother, lacks 
proper punch. Much material has 


opera 


been added to the opera libretto 
in an attenfpt to round out the 
story, but it’s debatable whether 


this increases total values. 
Musically, pic is expertly han- 
dled and sound work is good. Two 
leads, Gianna Pederzini and Enzo 
Mascherini, both wellknown in 
same roles on the stage, ably sing 
and act their parts, while others 
in cast have had voices dubbed in. 
Theatrical thesping usual in these 
‘films has been held to a minimum. 
In its field, “Il Trovatore” is a 
strong entry. 
| Special nod should go to Gastone 
‘Medin for his set design. Hawk. 


La Doctora Quiere 


Tangos 
(The Doctress Wants Tangos) 
(Songs) 


(ARGENTINE) 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 9. 

Argentina Sono Film production and 
release. Directed by Alberto de Zavalia 
from story by himself and Roman Vinoly 
Barroto. Musical score, Maranito Mores; 
camera, Antonio Merayo. Stars Mirtha 
Legrand, Mores, with Felisa Mary, Maria 
Santos, Maria Gamez, Yeya Duciel and 
Claudio Martino. Running time, 90 MENS. 





| 


| This production follows the cur- 
'rent trend for musicals in Argen- 
tine film-making and is a light, en- 
tertaining farce of perhaps too 
broad a comedy, but refreshing in 
the welter of lugubrious stories S0 
popular with local studios. It has 
the virtue of introducing a new 
film favorite in Marianito Mores, 
better-known as a composer an 
arranger of tango music, but who 
made a great hit in legit comedy 
_with Delia Garces last year. 
_ Mores has an unusual quality of 
spontaneity for an Argentine ac 
tor, and although he is not strong 
‘on looks, he is popular with local 
fans who have known him for some 
years as an orchestral arranger; 
| He conducts a “Concerto in Tango 
of his own, complete with back- 
ground ballet, and also a Cuban 
¢rhythm, “Oscurito,” which makes 
an easy tune to remember. Mirt 
Legrand is elaborately costume’. 
but her preoccupation with looks 
and\clothes hampers her as —-. 
Production has been lavish and rr 
photography is fair, the whole ad : 
ing up to fairly good entertainmen 
for local audiences. 

The story concerns 4 young 
femme medico who decides to en 
gage a tango composer [0 organize 
benefit concerts for her philan. 
thropic interests. Boy and = 
become involved with each othe 


- i. op girl 
to the disgust of his — both 


friend. All ends happily w sana 
deciding to combine their “Nid ‘ 
,in musie and medicine. am 
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0 ALBANY 
Warner Screening Room 


s | 79 NW. Pearl St. + 12:30 P.M. 

4 ATLANTA 

< 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
r 197 Walton St. N.W. + 2:30 PLM 


“ BOSTON 
RKO Screening Room 
al 122 Arlington St. + 2:30 P.M, 


BUFFALO 


Paramount Screening Room 
464 Franklin St. + 2:00 P.M, 
‘ | » {\. CHARLOTTE 
3] | ; 


} 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
- oa \\ 308 S. Church St. + 3:00 PM. 
yr ee | CHICAGO 
of Warner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wobash Ave. * 1:30 PW 
CINCINNATI 
RKO Palace Th. Screening Room 
(’ Palace Th. Bldg. £. 6th * 8:00 P.M. 
*« CLEVELAND 
Warner Screening Room 
2300 Payne Ave. + 8:30 P.M. 
‘ DALLAS 
; 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
* 1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M, 
| DENVER 
\.) Paramount Screening Room 

‘ 2100 Stout St. + 2:00 P.M, 
DES MOINES 
\| Paramount Screening Room 

| 1225 High St. * 12:45 P.M, 
DETROIT 
Film Exchange Building 
2310 Cass Ave. + 2:00 P.M, 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Universal Screening Room 
517 No. Illinois St. * 1:00 P.M, 
JACKSONVILLE 
Florida Theatre Bldg. Sc. Rm. 

128 E. Forsyth St. * 2:30 P.M, 
KANSAS CITY 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. * 2:00 P.M, 
LOS ANGELES 
Warner Screening Room 

2025 $. Vermont Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
MEMPHIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 
MILWAUKEE 

Warner Theatre Screening Room 
- 212 W. Wisconsin Ave, + 2:00 P.M. 
= MINNEAPOLIS 
~~ <S. Warner Screening Room 
1000 Currie Ave. + 2:00 P.M, 
= NEW HAVEN 

Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M, 
yne — NEW ORLEANS 
c. 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 S. Liberty St. + 8:00 P.M, 


WARNER BROS: TRADE SHOW AUGUST 29 FOR | intr 


321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 P.M, 
OKLAHOMA 


a 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
’ SEO WEE RIT 10 North Lee St. + 1:30 P.M, 
alia OMAHA 
noly 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
res: 1502 Davenport St. + 1:00 P.M, 
_ PHILADELPHIA 
INS, Warner Screening Room 
= 230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 P.M, 
en- PITTSBURGH 
en- 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
too . 


; 1715 Blvd. of Allies + 1:30 P.M, 
zi 


5 SO STARRING PORTLAND 
Jewel Box Screening Room 


new 1947 N.W. Kearney St > 2-00 P.M. 
ow SALT LAKE 
re 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
edy 216 East Ist South + 2:00 P.M, 

‘ SAN FRANCISCO 
y of ; : Republic Pict. Screening Room 
aaa 221 Golden Gote Ave. + 1:30 P.M. 
ocal ; SEATTLE 
ome Jewel Box Screening Room 
ger. 2318 Second Ave. + 10:30 A.M, 


ST. LOUIS — 


an Written and Directed by rad ty QQ Smo cig to 


3143 Olive St. * 1:00 P.M 


= | JNE WYATT WAYNE MORRIS = WALTER BRENNAN DELMER DAVES JERRY WALD src 


| the ° iginal Music by Franz Waxman 13th & E Sts. WW. + 10:30 AMR 
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Palladium, London stunts. Act is cannily dressed up | 
London, Aug. 16. | to give a dramatic effect, and is a) 

Burns & Allen, Ben Blue, Frank | Solid click. 
Marlowe, Ben Yost Royal Guards Patti Page does okay with her 
(5), 3 Rudells, Count LeRoy, Jean, | throaty versions of pop and novelty 
Jack & Judy, Alan Clive, Robert tunes. Blonde appeal helps, and 
Harbin, Boy Foy. there’s plenty of whistles from gal- 
_leries. Numbers are he 4 PR 
Biggest aggregation of American blues lines, opening wit he One | 
eninge seven acts, with native I Love,” then on to “So In Love’ 
act, Boy Foy, practically an Ameri- 4nd “Cabaret.” “Goody Good-Bye”’ | 
can standard, the only non-impor- Varies the tempo somewhat, and 
tee. Burns & Allen are the head- “Money, Marbles and Chalk,” an 
liners and mop up. audience participation | no phagbob! i 
Foy, in a miscellany of juggling gives her hefty mitt action on walk- 


and balancing atop a_ unicycle, off. : A 

which would be an accomplishment Tony Lavelli, late of the Yale 
on terra firma, gives show a speedy basketball team, proves there are 
start. with Robert Harbin, local plenty of accordion tans around. 
magico, continuing the gait to good Lad seems a bit awkward in em- 
returns. The 3 Rudells. initial ap- ceeing, but makes up for it with 
pearance here after provincial try- @ hep exhibition of handling the 
out. are first American click, ap- instrument. Patrons gave it more 
pealing greatly with their clever than usual curtain raiser approval. 


trampoline work interspersed with Lowe. 
good comedy. Act is ideally suited sail enh nO 
for pantomime season, and seems | National. L’ville 
set for lengthy run. | Lousiville, Aug. 19. | 
Alan Clive, local mimer of Hol- Rimmer Sisters, Howard Nichols, 
lywood and English filmstars, gives Jimmy Nelson, Carroll Sisters, 
touch of realism to takeoffs of Allan Sisters, Tucker & Gloria, 
Danny Kaye and Tommy Trinder. The Sensationalists, Tiny Tomale’s | 
Ben Yost Royal Guards, here Orch (9); “Ladies’ Man” (Par) 
last year with Martha Raye, un-' and “Give Out Sisters” (U). | 
load an avalanche of operatie airs, 
including a Victor Herbert medley | 
to top results. policy is becoming firmly estab- 
Ben Blue, a favorite here some lished. Fact that at show caught 
15 years ago, has developed his audience was made up largely of 
style since those days. He now younger patrons, who gave the 
gabs to some good laughs. His’ seven-act bill a warm reception, is 
other comedy antics comprise, with a good barometer for the approach- 
the help of four stooges, a mind jng fall bills. 
reading act good for plenty laughs, Rimmer Sisters, colored tap 
as is his mock Russian ballet steps. team set a en pace in opening 
With some tightening up, Blue cot ‘with fast rhythmic beats and 
should fit in in any revue or vaude- off to a solid hand, followed by 








Current bill indicates that vaude 


Palace, N. Y. 

Robert Sisters & White, Philhar- | 
monic Trio, Rigoletto Bros. with) 
Aimee Sisters, Eddie Garr, Jack 
Powell, Sara Ann McCabe, Irving 
Benson & Jack Mann, Pallenberg’s 
Bears, Don Albert House Orch; 
“Arctic Manhunt” (U-I), | 





With the majority of the bill 
composed of veteran acts, the 
Palace has whipped up a diverting | 
octet of turns for its current ses- | 
sion. In keeping with the house’s | 
relatively modest budget there are | 
no top bracket names. However, 
the generally nostalgic flavor of 
the layout appears to be a sure 
guarantee of success with the pre- 
dominantly midde-age audiences | 
the theatre has been drawing since 
vaude’s revival here. 

Eddie Garr’s mimicry evokes 
memories. His impressions of 


| varied singing styles are so-so, but 


he gains momentum with a carbon 
of Jimmy Durante and garners 
heavy applause at the windup with 
a “drunk” routine that’s a classic. 
Artistry of drummer Jack Powell 
also pleases. Working in his 
familiar blackface, he plays the 
sticks all over the stage and cli- 
maxes by tattooing the frame of 
a chair. 

Concert style of soprano Sara 
Ann McCabe is effective for the 
most part. After briskly opening 
with “I Know That You Know,” 
the stately blonde loses some head- 
way with a difficult Irish number, 
but bounces back with a Friml 
medley. Irving Benson & Jack 
Mann hold down the comedy slot. 
Theirs is an innocuous line of chat- 
ter that occasionally assumes a 
slightly blue tinge. 
routine is an impression of straw- 


Team’s best | 


ville bill here. Howard Nichols, hoop juggler, 
‘ i ge a ay Jack who gets nice returns. 

Judy, youthiul comedy acros,| Carroll Sisters, nitery turn, do 
hold spot 211 and reveal some’! ..~ a fee Serene ‘a . ; : - 
nifty enockahout comedy to hefty nicely in ballet taps. | Gals inter’ | Sisters, in the trey, is a show in 
returns ig dance with flip-flops and the jtself. Brothers open with a bit of 

ual , 4 : 1Ke. | prestidigitation with colored hand- 
rclinitis Yan ecomtlng wfavonite, Jimmy, Nelson, ventro, Kept up kerchiefs. Follow with the bottle 
at this house. His aggressive mood | R2¢e Set by previous acts. Nelson's and glass switch, illusion. Also es- 
serves as easy target for the cus- flip dummy mouths some sly gags,|sayed are juggling, bell ringing 
tomers and his pit falls are still and winds by singing while smok-|and hand-to-hand balancing. 

¢. s ‘ “ ing a cigaret. Went over big with; Femmes have little to do aside 
good for laughs. the kids 

Count Le Roy, here after his suc-|  aijan Sisters are pair of exotic ecute on their haunches. Get okay 
er Woe Rego se wang F rae appearing blondes who sing in duet Teturns. | 

es ae tes at wembley siaa@ium, | harmony, and display plenty of vo- _ In closing slot are Pallenberg’s 
socks yor aor Nem gr gens cal savvy at the mike. Gals have Bears. Animals alternate in riding 
la gag Bill, R oo full, deep throated voices, and har- 4 ball up an incline, pushing a 
caine oe eth hits ca con monized well on “Old Gray Bon- scooter and riding a bicycle. For 
beige vs ae a net.” a double version of “My the blowoff, one of the mammals 
"ieee , Man,” “Some of These Days,” and | Pilots a motorcycle around the 
_ Burns & Allen, back after 15. other old faves, then give out with Stage. Novelty clicks, especially 
years, got an ovation on entry, and , cock rendition of “Whiffenpoof With the youngsters. Reviewed un- 
immediately had the house in guf- Song” and “Dry Bones.” der New Acts are Robert Sisters & 
faws. Act is a hodge-podge of in- Tucker & Gloria follow. with White and Philhatmonica Trio. 
a ee ~y" — — Tucker dishing out a monolog and ent ae eee See See eree 
Sie i - P; - Tie ~ ponent gags which seemed overlong. But the other follows in the deuce. 
Jtivier, Val Parnell, and even the Siine lalate his f 5: Gilb. 
Palladium stage-doorkeeper Bert, e inging on his femme part- 
help —_ + when couple i ool ey ve zany dancing, 
made their first appearance here ‘UI won SONC applause. 

in 1932. Stage aioe in two, re-| . Closer, the Sensationalists, roller | 
vealing grand-piano, with Gracie oe ge ge Pgs A with head | 

“ é : i spins. eesome ap- 
Ts Fae” Maule eck eee peared here in “Skating Vanities,” 
ed by Ben Blue, goes into the “Col-| and proved a sock finish for this 
leve Holiday” film minuet for big “—, ak ak tak te, te 

2 vhs. | By £ : 

IP maggrend of the evening was the (19). Wied. 
sudden appearance of Jack Benny | 
and Jane Wyman, who were in-| RKO. Boston 
veigled into coming on stage, with | Boston, Aug. 20. 
Benny compelled to make a speech. Jesse, James & Cornell, Grace 
House was sellout, and looks like Drysdale, The Fontaines, Doris 
attracting biz despite current heat- Patts & Mrs. Waterfall, Kim Yen 
wave. Rege. Soo & Co., Rochelle & Beebe, Jack 


_—_——_—_—_ |E. Leonard, Proskes’ Tigers; 
Capitol, Wash. “Kazan” (Col). 
Washington, Aug. 18. | 
Dean Murphy, Patti Page, Tony | 


Lavelli, Peggy Taylor Trio; “Sand” 
(20th). 


hatted, singing comic of a bygone 
era. Register nicely. 


Fox. St. Louis 
St. Louis, Aug. 16. 
Gaynor & Ross, Lloyd & Susan 
Willis, O'Donnell & Blair, Jack 
Gwynn & Co., Joe Shirmer, Wally 
Johl, Ross Wyse, Jr., & Peggy Wo- 
mack, Ben Beri, Russ David Orch; 
“Canadian Pacific” (20th), 





With the lighting of this mid- 
town 5,000-seater after being shut- 
tered for several months, the first 
concerted effort to revive vaude in 
this burg has begun and initial pro- 
gram contains some sock entertain- 
ment. The huge house was virtu- 
ally bulging for the first session 
,and a continuance of this kind of 
patronage, with a 60c.-75c. scale, 
is certain to insure vaude’s reten- 
tion here. 

It’s been such a long time since 
vaude has been presented here 
that a new generation has grown 
up but there was a large number 
of oldsters who contributed heavy 
palm pounding for every act that 
spurred the performers to greater 
effort. 





Comparing favorably to the two 
previous bills, this lineup has 
enough variety to reach all types | 
of audiences for solid reaction. 
However, bill runs a little too long 


There’s an overdose of music in : P 
current Capitol bill, which detracts a tightening to make 


somewhat from usual variety and O , 

: Ln tage peners, Jesse, James & Cornell, 
ace offered here. However, since although a little rough in spots. 
individual acts are bell ringers, cot a fast tempo with a sesh of 


customers seem to take it in stride, : : : a 

and like it. Accent on music is — io Ses eee | 
padi Po ges od je Drysdale follows with some neat 
sloss rgan-sing fest, an €n puppet work for nice appreciation. 
an accordionist and chantoosey to The Fontaines, two boys and a gal 

tee off vaudebill. Rearrangement ccore neatly with ballroom dancing 
of acts would help. and balancing 


_ Jean Murphy, with his impres-_ Doris Patts & Mrs. Waterfall, in 
sicn monolog, headlines layout and a corn stint of overworked gags 
gets terrific reception. Murphy, a are not too impressive, although 
great fave of the late FDR, has a bowoff bit with Mrs. Waterfall 
winning personality and a greater cjowning through a Charleston rou- 
respect for the celebs he mimics tine registers okay. Kim Yen Soo 
than most imitators. His impres- & Co. baffle the payees in a smooth 
sions gain, rather than lose in au- stint of magic, stunt of making 
thenticity, by. the fact that he femme aides vanish and reappear the platform. 
strives for effects, rather than rib- js surefire. Ben Rochelle and, Lloyd and Susan Willis, comed 
bing his subjects. Running line of Jane Beebe clown their way dancers, copped the mob’s pred 
—_ ties it all together and adds through ballroom routines for fair! with their routine which included 
he comie touch, with constant response. |a nifty by Lloyd giving his impresh 
laughs and appreciation. Sock ap- _ Jack E. Leonard, in next to clos- of tap dancing as it was done 35 
org of the Murphy routine lies in jing, got off to a slow start, but years ago. O’Donnell and Blair, in 

is final sequence, with heavy, and captured stubholders with his im- the next slot, have a zany act in. 
strongly sentimental accent on the presh of Fred Astaire. Wound up which a phony seven-foot sax ex- 
nostalgic. Deft assist from the pit stint badgering the vit band for plodes, chairs fall apart a boxing 
helps put across the impressions nice yocks. Bill winds with an ex- glove smacks O'Donnell in the puss | 
of Wendell Wilkie. Churchill, Mrs. citing hit by Proske’s Tigers. five when he tries to play a piano, ete. | 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and, finally. cats being put through their naces It’s fast stuff and the payees loved 
FDR himself. Response is close to by the slight Proske. Bit of teas- it. ‘ 
show-stopping. ing them with hunks of raw meat 

Next best bet is Peggy Taylor is a thriller. Attendants standin~ 
ee her two male partners in a by with drawn revolvers added t- 
ashy acro-adagio act. Technique the tension. Solid biz at onerer. 
is fine, with some truly dazzling’ Elie. 





through his p.a. at the Municipal 
Theatre Assn’s Forest Park the- 
atre in former years, wowed the 
chair-warmers with his pratt falls, 
line of nifty chatter and zany stuff, 
with his partner, Peggy Womack, 
a tall, willowly gal who seems twice 
his size. Teeoff of Gaynor & Ross, 
roller skaters, working on a cir- 
cular platform, started the pro- 
gram off on the right foot with the 
customers as they worked at a 
dizzy pace with the gal being 
whirled around just inches above 


Jack Gwynne, magician, has one | 
novel stunt in his repertory but all 
tricks clicked with the mob. The 

, customers recalled Eddie Peabody, 

‘a fave here many years ago, when 


Rigoletto Bros. with the Aimee | 


| from a toy soldier shuffle they ex- | 


Ross Wyse, Jr., well known here | 


Joe Shirmer, a_banjoist, went 
through his routine at a fast tempo. 
Wally Johl, personable youngster 
with bass-baritone pipes, was sec- 
ond to Wyse for top honors with his 
interp of “Riders tn the Sky” and 
“Some Enchanted Evening.” Bill 
is brought to a close by Ben Beri, 
in tails, doing a juggling stint with 
tennis balls, Indian clubs and tam- 
bourines. Clicked with the cus- 
tomers. Sahu. 


Apollo, iNie . - 

Billie Holiday, Machito band 
(12) with Graziel, Bruce Moore; 
Wong Sisters (2), The Angel, Ber- 
ry Bros. (3), Pigmeat Markham & 
Co.; “Hideout” (Rep). 





Billie Holiday, making her first 
N. Y. appearance in some time 


due to legal snafus, is topliner of | 
the new layout at the Apollo. She | 


duplicates, if not tops, all previous 
stands at this colored vauder. 
Flanked by Machito’s Afro-Cuban 
band, giving out with bebop ver- 
sions of native tunes and other 
items, and the sock session of the 
Berry Bros. in their 
dance contribs, it 


session, both entertainment and 
boxoffice-wise. 
“Lady Day,” as 


usual, doesn’t 


let them down. Neatly-gowned and | 
niftily coiffed, the sultry song styl- , 


ist gives out with a solid song ses- 


sion that has ’em begging for more. | 


| Teeing off with medley comprising 
“Lover Man,” “Lover, Come Back 
to Me,” “My Man” and “All of 
Me” for top reception, she follows 
through with “Porgy” and “Strange 
Fruit” for an undisputable hit and 
begoff. 

Berry Bros., strong faves here, 
do equally well with their socky 
_dance session. Lads give them 
everything in the book, solo-wise 
and tandem, and top it all with 
their slick acro cane twirling num- 
ber for a boff finish, Win many 
| recalls but guys are too knocked 
| out for an encore. 
| Machito band also registers high 
on the applause decibels with its 
bebop treatments of sambas, 
tangos and other fare. 
ing five reeds, four brasses, three 
rhythm, bongo and maraccas trio, 
they give out solidly on 
bero,” “Tanga,” “Blen, Blen Blen” 
and other tunes. Bruce Moore is 
spotlighted on tenor sax for a cou- 
ple of items that win good ap- 
plause, while Graziel, sister of the 
maestro, gives lusty rendition of 
“Oo Blaba Doo.” Combo. gen- 
erates plenty of excitement and 
applause from the audience. 

Wong Sisters, neat appearing 
Chinese gals, score in their dance 
| and acro interlude. Pigmeat Mark- 
| ham & Co., house comics, tickle 
the audience with their customary 
blackout bit. The Angel, youthful 
harmonicist, mouth-organs 
| arrangements of “I Got Rhythm” 
and a blues number for neat re- 
_ turns. Edba. 





Majestic, Dallas 
Dallas, Aug. 18. 
The Roulettes (3), Bobby 
Brandt, The Arnaut Bros. (3) 
Ruth Petty, Dave Apollon & Co. 
(3), 3 Swifts, Paul Haakon & 
Stephanie; “Roughshod” (RKO), 





Vaudeville returned to Inter- 
state’s Majestic and with it came 
four packed houses. As early as 
10 a.m. for a noon opening, crowds 
started lining at the b.o. to witness 
the much heralded return of stage 
shows. 


Seven acts of well balanced 


variety and a lively pit band ush-| 
Like | 
other openings the country over, | 


ered in Dallas’ comeback. 
the theatre was filled with old 
vaude fans, theatre execs and 
press. 


The Roulettes, a roller trio, with 


and eneores. Bobby Brandt, young 
tapsterer, followed with a few new 


tapnastics and somersaulting for | 


neat returns. 
with their dual violin dance and 
bird flirtation whistling bit. 

Ruth Petty, blonde songstress, 
with nice audience appeal, contribs 


neat vocal session topped by im-| 


pression of Sophie Tucker on 
“Some of These Days.” Dave 
Apollon and his two young talented 
assistants, La Verne ustafson, 
pianist and Lois Bannerman, harp- 
ist, score heavily. Gals contribs 
are neatly received. Apollon’s 
comedics and talking mandolin are 
as sock as ever and won many 
rounds of applause. 


Three Swifts’ clever club jug-| 


gling, interspersed with comedy, 
keeps things rolling for neat re- 
turns. 

Paul Haakon and Stephanie 
Antle sock over combo of ballet, 
adagio and modern dance inter- 
ludes dressed up with scenery for 
nice response. 

Hyman Charninsky batons the 
pitcrew of 11 men and provides ex- 


| aes backgrounding of the acts. 


Berg. 





whirlwind | 
looks like the | 
uptown vauder is in for a solid | 


Compris- | 


“Tim- | 


slick | 


new spins and nifty background, | 
started the show off with interest 


Arnaut Bros. click | 


rr, 
Olympia, Miami 


Miami, A 
DeCastro Sisters (3), an ne 
| Laurette & Clymas, Lenny Bruce’ 
| eee “ree. igeine Carlone House 
| r ae Hy 

4 Aa irl From Jones Beach” 





| Current layout is 
he —— addicts. 
amiliar to the stubholde 
the topliners, the DeCastro saint 
whose impact in a theatre upon 
| more solid than in their recent q ; 
| pearances in local niteries. Much 
of the “sophisticated’” comedi 
are toned down. Their harmonies 
are blended in a smart mixture of 
Latin tunes, expected from th 
| Cubano lassies, with versions v1 
“Riders in the Sky” and a hillbilly 
lampoon particularly effective 
Offed to heavy palming. ’ 
Art Lund’s rugged looks and per. 
,sonality hit for full measure in r 
turns, though his vocalisties on, 
on the average side. . 
Mayo Bros. are neat pace-s 
with their precision tatginns ane 
| platform. Slick presentation wins 
them solid applause. Laurette and 
Clymas with their tongue-in-cheek 
approach to ballroomology and 
rack up the necessary amount of 
giggles and mitts for neat returns 
Lenny Bruce, comic, will do bet- 
ter once he slows up on delivery 
Lad has the material and talent to 
develop rapidly. 
Freddie Carlone orch backs show 
capably. Lary. 


New Aets 


|ROWENA ROLLINS 
| Comedy 
| 10 Mins. 
| Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


|. Rowena Rollins (ex-Masters &), 
now in business for herself, stands 
|to make her mark as an eccentric 
|comedienne with probabilities that 
maximum effectiveness will be in 
vaudeville. Miss Rollins has col- 
lected some good material, best of 
which seems to be her impression 
of a stripteuse making a political 
;speech. Carryover from her act 
with Johnny Masters is the impres- 
sion of Mrs. FDR which is also a 
laughgetter and her eccentric arm 
movements similarly are in a comic 
vein. 

Miss Rollins, on show caught, ex- 
hibited virtually her entire catalog 
to fine results. A bit of judicious 
cutting would provide more spark 
to her act. Turn looms like a dur- 
able item for the tourist set in 
cafes and it’s broad enough to make 
a handy impression in the vaud- 
filmers. Jose. 








ROBERT SISTERS (2) & WHITE 
Dancing 

6 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Three gals garbed in short, blue 
‘dresses contrib varied terp routines 
‘atop a raised platform. Femmes 
work in unison, in tandem and in- 
' dividually. Turn builds to a climax 

with two of the gals executing 
acrobatic somersaults. 

Despite the obvious earnestness 
ans spirit of the trio, the act has 
an irritating sameness to it. A 
dash of comic patter midway 
through the stepping might supply 
the needed change of pace. With 
further experience the Robert Sis- 
ters & White loom as likely con- 
tenders for most vaude and nitery 
bookings. Gilb. 


PHILHARMONICA TRIO 
Harmonica Novelty 
6 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. : 
Handling three numbers in the 
' deuce spot here, the Philharmonica 
Trio shapes up as a_ better-than- 
average mouth organ turn. Three 
males use one standard size instru- 
ment and what appear to be two 
oversize gadgets. ; 
Particularly novel are their af 
rangements of Liszt’s ‘Hungarian 
'Rhapsody” and the “St. Louis 
Blues.” Boys sell their efforts well 
and impress as suitable materia 
‘for vaude and cafe time tha 
‘doesn’t call for too sophisticated 4 
turn. Gilb. 





‘RKO SHELVES PIC IN 
SNARL WITH SHERIDAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
RKO shelved “Carriage En- 
_trance,” proposed Ann Sherids 
| starrer, because of casting diffic , 
ties. Studio declared actress W4 
responsible for the cancellation 
but she denied it. 

“I approved Robert Young, 
Franchot Tone, John Lund & 
| Charles Boyer,” she said, “but they 
‘all turned it down. Others pre 
| posed by RKO were not accepta 4 
This is no reflection on them per 
sonally or on their abilities. 
| omy felt they would be mis¢ 
in the role.” 





' 
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(hi Ozoner Talks 
Suing for Ist Runs 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

simmering hassle over drive-in 
clearances in the Chicago area 
came to a boil this week when Tom 
Mec‘onnell, attorney for the Jack- 
son Park theatre, asked Ben Kal- 
menson, Warner Bros. general 
sales manager, for non-exclusive 
frst-run product for the Twin 
Drive-In. Latter ozoner, Ow ned by 
Thomas Flannery and Nat Varger, 


now plays first subsequent-run 
product. 
Twin Drive-in recently bid for 


WB’s “Look For The Silver Lin- 
jng” but was turned down. Mc- 
Connell now says he wants firstrun 
and warned that if the drive-in is 
show 


not allowed to product on 
a non-exclusive basis, he would 
take the matter to court. McCon- 


nell repped the Jackson Park thea- 
tre in its successful suit to revise 
the Chi distrib setup. 
McConnell showed 
statistics proving ‘that 


Kalmenson 
drive-ins 


gross more revenue consistent] 
than any Loop house. He alleged 
that an ozoner with a 2,000 car 
capacity, playing two or _ three 
shows nightly at 60c per capita, 
can earn up to $60,000 weekly on 
a film. 

In South Bend, Ind., equity 


clearance action by the South Bend 
Auto Drive-In, on which hearing 
was held last week before Chi fed- 
eral Judge Phillip Sullivan, Sey- 
mour Simon, ozoner drive-in attor- 
ney, asked for an injunction against 
Balaban & Katz, operator of Col- 


fax, Palace and Granada, which 
have 30-day clearance over the 
outery. 


Injunction asked that six B&K | 
employees be prohibited from tak- | 
ing down license numbers of pa- 
trons’ cars, an action which the 
lawyer said was injurious to busi- 
hess and an “invasion of private | 
rights." Opposing legalite, Sam 
Block, maintained any person has 
the right to copy such information 
if he wished, and judge concurred | 
with that opinion, but did not pass | 
on the request, setting a hearing | 
before Judge John P. Barnes for | 
Aug. 29. 


GAEL SULLIVAN AGAIN 
ON A MILEAGE SPREE: 


Gael Sullivan, exec director of | 
the Theatre Owners of America, | 
who has blanketed the country 
during his first year in office, is 
now vying to rack up another mile- 
age record for his second year. 
Close on his return from a Chicago 
speaking engagement, TOAer is on 
wheels for another swing.. 

Over the weekend he shoved off 
for Jacksonville for a guest appear- 
ance before the Motion Picture Ex- 
hibitors of Florida annual conven- 
tion. From Jacksonville, Sullivan 
headed north for a confab today 
(Wed.) with George Schoeneman, 
U. S. Commissioner of Internal | 
Revenue. He is huddling Schoene- 
man on tax rulings which refer to 
drive-ins. 

Sullivan then takes off for Chi- 
cago to attend the industry p.r. | 
meet. He is due from Chi on the 
Coast, Sept. 1, for prelim work on 
the TOA convention. After that 
conclave ends, Sullivan hies him- 
self to St. Louis for the convention 
of the Theatre Owners of St. Louis, 
Eastern Missouri and Southern 
llinois, 

Before heading again for New 
ork, exec director takes in the 
TESMA conclave in Chi, Sept. 26. 


Col’s 4-Way Stretch To 
Huey Long Pic’s Finale 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Columbia is puzzling over how 
to wind up “All the King’s Men,” 
the takeoff on the life of the late 
ey Long. Representing some- 
Ne of a high in this respect, 
Obert Rossen, producer-director- 
Scripter of the film, has made and 

testing four possible endings. 
ssen returned here after sneak 
Previewing the pic in New York. 
i oe of the endings depicts Brod- 
Mick Crawford who plays the 
iene part just being shot up 
al illed. Alternative folderoos 
va Crawford killed but at- 
path > to leave the audience sym- 
oe etic to the Slain politico. Two 
ogg nus wind up the pic be- 

e the actual assassination but 


leave no qd 
oubt of hi ij 
© audience. his fate with 











———— 
Chas. Skouras 











| 
Hold Cincy Exhib On 
False Advertising Rap 
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this a good will trip, but it's known 
that Spyros Skouras, 20th's prez. is 





} anxious to buy into likely foreign 


theatres since the Federal decree 
does not bar exhibition outside the 
U. S. borders. Rank has some of 
the choicest houses outside the 
Western Hemisphere. 

In dickering for foreign theatres. 
Skouras is following a definite pat- 
the crossing to join Rank in his 
Scotland shvotins lodge for the 
grouse season. However. it re- 
ported here that the main purpose 
of the trip is to push discussions of 
20th-Fox’s campaign to acquire a 
sizable interest in Rank’s Odeon 
chain of Canada as well as aefirst- 
run tneatre in London. 


is 


With the anti-trust decision now 
foreing 20th to divorce its big U. S. 


chain, proposals for the purchase 
of a share in Rauak’s other overseas 
tern He is offering both hard 
American dollars and _ valuable 


longterm franchises on 20th prod- 


uct. Rank, it is said, considers 
these franchises of considerable 
importance in rounding out his 


bookings with Yank pix. 





Old Customers’ | 


| 6 
. oo 





Continued from page 





arises sales 
structed 
product.” 

U’s attitude is backed by a num- 
ber of other distribs, checkup by 
VARIETY discloses. Admittedly, 
competitive selling has been in- 
strumental in boosting rentals to 
a certain extent. However, its 
abuses, particularly that of over- 


our people are in 
to step in and divide the 


| bidding are now coming to light in 


view of the two years or so of ex- 
perience behind distribs. 
Attorneys for the majors incline 
towards the view that the Federal 
courts will uphold _ product-split- 
ting when the inevitable test is 
presented. The challenge is likely 
to be presented by a big chain 
peeved over the fact that its high- 
er bid is ignored in favor of an 
outright product split. Legalites 
uphold the validity of the growing 
practice with the contention that 
splitting product is a form of dis- 


tribution which keeps within the 
law since it does not involve dis- 
crimination. 

If their contention stands up, 


distribs believe that the “old cus-! 


tomer” can be protected and kept 
in business without a head-on col- 
lision with the anti-trust rulings. 


| Par’s Showcase 








Cincinnati, Aug. 23. 
A charge of fraudulent advertis- 
Ing of a picture title caused the | 


arrest last week of Jack Silver- 
thorne, manager of the downtown With 23,000.00 marks ($6,900,- 
Strand theatre, operated by Tele- 900) due the Motion Picture Ex- 


port Assn. through its operations 
in Germany, there's no immediate 
possibility of the organization's 
blocked earnings being converted 
into dollars. However, the military 


news Theatres, Inc. It was pre 
ferred by John L. Lamb, an inspee- 
tor tor the Ohio Division of Film 


Censorship, on the claim that the 


picture advertised as “Girls of the government is permitting the use 
sored In ins sate age tne nse 2f owen marks in the, German 
“Ta f the T Se It j ev econom) Phat s the American 
tt ae = one is the film companies’ future remittance 
Fin Matai ous shown Friday rene ag ee a gg 
(19 with another reissue, ° Proba stony chief o! the Motion Pic 
tion.” an early B ves ren ert pa ture Branch for the U.S. Military 
ea onic cae sauces ois : Government in Germany 
lease, Silverthorne said they were Citing 20th-Fox’s German loca 
supplied by Classic Pictures. 1600 , ,; I Was a Male War Bt 
Broadway) New York, together as well as the company's “Qu 
with advertising material and post tered City currently shooting 
— bearing those titles, and had Berlin, both of which rep 
Sects Maggy Boge oe ue — racemic vod — orig 
marks, Maver feels production of 


two pictures were replaced Satur- these pix in western Germany cre 


day by two James Cagney oldies, ates a convenient precedent for 
“Battling Hoofer" and “Great other majors. Meanwhile, he add 
Guy,” distributed by indie, Reel eq unless the American industry 
Arts. shows some restraint, undoubtedly) 

Silverthorne said that “Girls of there will be some form of restric 
the Underworld,” under that title, tion to prevent the Yanks from 
was shown two years ago at the fooding the market, which is 
Strand and later at the Gayety, capable of absorbing only 300 films 


downtown burlesque-filmery. 


MARCO WOLFF SEES TV 


annually. 
Sees Market Flooded 
On the basis of 200 
that U. S. companies 
mitted over the past three months 


some pix 
have sub 


ULTIMATE THEATRE AID to the Civil Affairs Administration 
of the U. S. Army for approval, 

St. Louis, Aug. 23. Mayer asserted “there’s every in 

Television in the long run will. dication the market will be flooded 
be a great boon to theatreowners when the majors start individual 
3 ee ’' distribution Jan. 1. Furthermore, 
according to Marco Wolff, v.p. of there are only 3,200 theatres avail- 


Fanchon & Marco, Inc., who was in| able in the west zones to absorb 
town last week to witness the re-| product as against the prewar 6,000 
houses. Although native produc- 


establishment of vaude at the Fox 
theatre. 

Wolff said he believed tuat with- 
in five years many of the great tele 
programs will be shown in theatres 
and sponsored by them. Such pro- 


tion probably won't top 30 features 
| this year, he said, other continental 
product, as well as British films 
will obviously compete with U. S. 
pix for German playing time. 
Mayer looks askance at the Mili 


grams, he said, would include tary Government's action which 
| World Series games, world cham-/| will relax all film controls as of 
pionship boxing contests, basket- Sept. 15. He stressed that the only 
ball tournaments and musical and rein occupation authorities will 
| theatrical events. Mass financial) have after that date on pictures 
;support from theatre audiences will be the right to stop any film 


that’s “harmful to the prestige or 
safety of the occupying forces.” 
This, he feels, is an especially 
“nebulous” phrase. 

No Pre-Production Censoring 

Inu the future, Mayer declared, 
there will be no “pre-production” 
he added 


| would enable tele to make great 
strides, Wolff stated. 

| He also said that a nationwide 
group of 3,000 to 5,000 theatres 
could support more lavish enter- 
tainment than any one advertiser. 
However, he pointed out, untii that 


time theatres will have to worry censorship. However, 
‘about tele draining off their at- that the German industry is estab- 
tendance. As envisioned by Wolff, lishing its own “film self-control 


office.” The MPEA hasn't joined, 
he revealed, since it is said to fear 
a German “plot” that might bar 


theatre tele programs would be on 
a special channel. 








Looms CONtinued from page 3 Se 


_podrome reopens Aug. 31 under the 
,name of the Center with the Bing 


Crosby starrer, “‘Top o’ the Morn- 
ing” as the kickoff pic. 

Hippodrome is one of the five 
houses which Par took over when 
the Greater Buffalo Amusement 
chain, 
and Vincent McFaul, was broken 
up earlier this year. Other big pix 
booked for the house are Warner 
Bros.’ “Task Force” and ‘Under 
Capricorn.” 

Ambitious remodeling plans are 
set for the 11 houses which Par ac- 
quired in the dissolution of the 
Comerford partnership. Work is 
currently under way for these the- 
atres, which are scattered through 
important Pennsylvania towns. 

United Paramount will seek to 
establish a Paramount theatre in 
every major situation as a show- 
case for the big chain, Par exec 
said. With that plan in mind, Great 
Lakes theatre, Buffalo, has had its 


| name changed to Paramount. New- 


man in Kansas City has also taken 
on the Paramount label instead. 























| Skouras-McCloy 











L——— Continued from page 3 =z 

Skouras flew back to Paris the 

same day. 
Twentieth prexy has been in 


Europe and the Near East more 
than nine weeks on a combined 
business-vacation junket. During 
his trip, he visited every 20th ex- 
change in those areas and huddled 
with production veepee Darryl F. 
Zanuck, who is also in Europe now, 
on plans for lensing pictures in all 
parts of the world. With 20th gen- 
eral counsel Otto E. Koegel, who 
returned to the U. S. last week, he 
powwowed with J. Arthur Rank on 
a possible 50° buy-in of Rank’s 
Odeon circuit in Canada. He also 
arranged for the building of four 
new 20th theatres in Israel. 


co-partnered with Loew’s | 


Commenting on vaude, Wolff said 
that if it ‘takes’ in St. Louis is will 
be extended to other F&M houses. 


Sam Engel Not Sanguine 


About Brit. Locationers 


A location type film can only 
be made in Britain with difficulty, 
20th-Fox producer Sam Engel de- 
clared upon his arrival in New 
| York last week on the Queen 
Elizabeth. Fresh from guiding the 
London locationer, ‘‘Night and the 
City,” Engel said facilities there 
were inadequate for such a proj- 
ect. 

Praising the British crews, En- 
gel said they deserve full credit 
for their willingness to work with 
antiquated equipment. Slated for 
a wrapup within four weeks, “City” 
is having 70% of its footage shot 
in and around London. Interiors 
are being lensed at the Shepper- 
ton studio where conditions are 
“much better.” 

Engel, who planed to the Coast 
a few hours after his arrival, will 
stay a month in Hollywood to scan 
some five other projects he has in 
various stages of work. He then 


American product. On the other 


films for the organization’s seal. 
It’s also understood that Universal 
“unquestionably” would submit its 
pix. 

Analyzing the native industry 
setup, Mayer said that under a 
policy of splitting production, dis- 
tribution and exhibition into three 
separate divisions the distributor 
has emerged as very powerful, and 
the producer is financially weak. 
This arrangement, he emphasized, 
is breaking down under its own 
weight. Accordingly, legislation 
was asked to permit film-makers 
and distribs to own five showcases 
apiece. However, they have been 
granted only one. As an example 
of how broke producers are, Mayer 
pointed to a special fund set up to 
rediscount their notes. But be- 
fore processing, the bank must 
have the approval of the Minister 
of Economics. That, in effect, is 
state control, the Army’s film chief 
maintains. 





‘Johnston Office’ for Germany 
Frankfurt, Aug. 23. 
Plans for setting up a Johnston- 
office type German film censorship 
organization are nearing a definite 


returns to London for “City’s” form. Project will be tagged “Film 
windup. His upcoming slate iN- gejpstcontrolle Amt” or “Film Self- 
cludes “Jackpot,” due to roll in control Office.” It will exercise 


| October; “Scotland Yard,” another 

London locationer, plus “Interna- 
tional Police Story” which Leonard 
Hoffman is now scripting. 


censorship over all foreign and 
domestic films reaching German 
screens. However, it will be con- 
ducted on a voluntary basis with 
= no producers forced to submit 
their pix to this body. 

Jersey Allied’s Slate Organization has been approved 
Top-brass of National Allied will by Military Government authori- 
show up at the New Jersey Allied ties and will probably succeed the 
convention, set for Atlantic City, Information Services Division (ISD) 
Sept. 12-14. as the west’s censorship body. ISD 
Among Allied biggies attending disbands Sept. 15. Local equivalent 
will be board chairman Abram F. of the Johnston office will be com- 
Myers: William Ainsworth, prez; posed of representatives of the in- 
Benjamin Berger, North Central dustry and possibly some observers 
Allied Head, and Lauritz Garman, from the newly-formed west Ger- 
president of Motion Picture Thea- man government. It’s likely that 
tre Owners of Maryland. ‘some church censors will also sit 





hand, Metro has already submitted | .ompanies are accused of attempt- 


No Near Dollar Conversion Due US. 
Picture Companies From Germany 


in along with “unbiased” outsiders. 

German film-makers reportedly 
will greet favorably the imposure 
of this new control office, particu- 
larly in respect to religious censor- 
ship. Both German and_ foreign 
producers have experienced consid- 


erable difficulties in regard to 
screening their product in Catholic 
Bavaria and other devout regions 
in the past. In these sectors, church 
censors are virtual dictators of the 
screen. Their rejection of a victure 


usually means a complete flop. By 
pre-censoring pix through the new 
board, German producers hove the 
sectional censorship can be largely 
elimina ed 


Arthur Mayer Deplores 
Israeli Exhib Payoffs 


Fresh from a two-week tour of 
Israel, Arthur Mayer, retiring chief 
of the Motion Picture Branch of 
the l S. Military Government in 
Germany, said in New York Mon- 
day (22) that he was stunned by 
the heavy taxes and weighty film 
rentals paid by Israeli exhibitors. 
Pointing out that Tel Aviv has 
some six first-run situations, he 
noted that from the average 80ec 
admission the government slices a 
48° bite, while theatremen gen- 
erally pay a distrib 42 of their 
first week's gross 


Despite the talk of much theatre 
building, Mayer declared that con- 
struction costs are astromonically 
high and labor's wages are also fan- 
tastic With about .75 theatres 
throughout the country, the exist- 
ing houses have a total of approxi- 
mately 37,000 seats. Roughly, 80% 
of playing time is devoted to Amer- 
ican product. Native production 
is negligible. The former operator 
of New York's Rialto theatre said 
he was. particularly amused at 
Arabic, Hebrew and English titles, 
which roll haphazardly across the 
frames of every print. 





Sue Majors, NSS For 
| $450,000, Charge Trust 
Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 
A suit for treble damages of 
$450,000 was filed in U. S. district 
court here last Thurs. (18) by 
Charles Lawlor and _ Mitchell 
Pantzer, operating the Independent 
Poster Exchange here, charging 
violation of the Sherman and Clay- 
ton anti-trust acts, against the Na- 
tional Screen Service Corp. and 
13 major Hollywood film firms. 
National Screen and the pie 


ing to squeeze the local pic-poster 
distributing agency out of business. 

The suit, for which no hearing 
date has been set, named as co- 
defendants with National Screen: 
Columbia, Eagle Lion Film Clas- 
sics, Loew's, Inc., Moi ogram, Para- 
mount, Republic, RKO-Radio, 20th 
Century-Fox, United Artists, Uni- 
versal, Warners and Metro. 

According to the complaint, Na- 
tional Screen has been made ex- 
clusive agent for the 13 picture 
companies for the rental of posters 
and other ad matter concerning 
pictures to exhibitors throughout 
the country. The plaintiffs say 
they have been renting their sup- 
plies from National Screen since 
1943, to distribute to customers of 
the exchange. 


Allvine’s N.Y. State Pix 


Glen Allvine, former New York 
press chief for the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, and now 
director of the motion picture unit 
of the New York State Dept. of 
Commerce, is making a series of 
shorts about the state. They’re all 
being edited in a TV and a 16m 
version. 

Allvine was in Palmyra, N. Y., 
last week directing the shooting of 
a pageant annually held there 
commemorating the start of the 
Mormom trek to Salt Lake City. 
He’s also winding up editing now 
of ‘“H20 and Why,” a three-reeler 
showing the water resources of 
New York. 








Flyers’ Guidance Pic 
San Antonio, Aug. 23. 

The career-guidance program 
conducted for airmen at Lackland 
Air Force Base will be a feature 
of a film to be released this year 
by American Film Producers. 

Pic will portray phases of teche 
nical training being conducted by 
the Air Force. 
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seers Greater New York and New Jersey 
- Showing at your own Neighborhood Theatre! 
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COLISEUM *RKO ALBEE Today thre Tuesday 

COLONIAL f Fulton & DeKalb 

HAMILTON “ih Powder-Keg Pet 0 RKO THEATRES 

58th ST. AUG. Ni h Ci h S ° ‘ 5 KENMORE WED. 

rt 24th gnt-Giub society: Sees Aus. 
TILYOU 

125th ST. po NY ORPHEUM THRU 

ALHAMBRA AUG. MERIAN COOPER’S MADISON MON. 

SKOURAS THEATRES 29th P GREENPOINT ° 

ACADEMY OF MUSIC AMAZING ADVENTURE REPUBLIC 29th 


RIVERSIDE 
NEMO 
BRANDT CIRCUIT 
LYRIC Aug. 24 thru 30th 
SELWYN Aug. 3) thre Sept. 6 
RUGOFF & BECKER CIRCUIT 
* 8th ST. PLAYHOUSE Sepr. 3 thru 6 













CENTURY CIRCUIT 
KINGSWAY—Aug. 24 thru 28th 
MIDWOOD—Aug. 24 thru 29th 
MARINE—Aug. 24 thru 28th 
MAYFAIR—Sept. 5 & 6th 


RANDFORCE CIRCUIT 
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AMBASSADOR 
BRONX EMBASSY } Avg. 24 thru 28th 
RKO THEATRES Pree ivcatig 
RKO THEATRES STADIUM 
FORDHAM . STONE Aug. 24 thre 29th 
CHESTER WALKER 
— SAVOY Aug. 24 thru 30th 
Al WED. CONGRESS 
PELHAM Oe SUPREME \ Sept. I thre 4th 
CASTLE HILL AUG. rn % ‘ 
ARMS tent 24th ig % pce LOEW'S CIRCUIT 
wre , =o THRU rif eel BORO PARK—Aug. 24 thru 29th 
LUXOR a THE TEN MOST TERRIFIC 
EARL ‘ 
SKOURAS THEATRES 29th THRILLS EVER PICTURED! Soe deceanaee 
TUXEDO KEITH’S, Flushing WED. 
CROTONA | Baby gorilla KEITH’S, Richmond Hil! | AUG. 24 
PARK PLAZA / e ared by girl! STRAND, Far Rockaway { thrw MON. 
WESTCHESTER re qure by es . ALDEN, Jomaico AUG. 29th 
RKO THEATRES 2) ps a “a he rses! L< ' eS oe Gee §=6SKOURAS THEATRES 
Precior's, MT. VERNON) WED ne’ Se, Roane Aue. 
‘s, MT. ’ as J re) h a ia or fo} ‘ona! a ea F i 6 RIVOLI, Hempstead 24 thre 
~~ . vente ROCHELLE > ng © Tamed Jub star! Se BOULEVARD, Jackson H ghts 3 29th 
ici Gn” )«6=) foe oe night ¢ Merian C. Cooper present “ng " MIDWAY, Forest Hille Aug. 24 
' ,-muscles 10 i PLAYHOUSE, Great Neck § thre 30th 
SKOURAS THEATRES Out- st ™m en! ! COVE, Glen Cove Aug. 24 
VICTORIA, Ossining Avg. 24 thre 27th stronge , BEACON, Port Washington § thrw 27th 
CAPITOL, Port Chester Aug. 24 thre 29th 1 ir}, 4 ROOSEVELT, Flushing Sept. 4 
; ances 9 
BRONXVILLE, Bronxville Sept. 4 & Sth 5 ] pnt aust head! | Oe Hector 5 6 i 
PUBLIX CIRCUIT P 4 P pot = verted } Sept. 4 
: a i ° orie 
* Papatace ee - 24- 27th 6) Tormena! . + BROADWAY, Astorio thre 6th 
eo Ve goes me; PR 
| UPSTATE N. Y.| : UDENTIAL CIRCUIT 
PUBLIX CIRCUIT jron doors, t 
Rips ¥ ¥ ; %* BABYLON, Babylon Teday the 
* BARDAVON, Poughkeepsie Aug. 24-30 7) steel bars! t # AMITYVILLE, Amityville § Tuesday 
* PARAMOUNT, Middletown Aug. 24-27 ns palatial bi # SAYVILLE, Soyville Aug. 25 thre 27th 
SKOURAS THEATRES Wrec %# SMITHTOWN, Smithtown 
+ ROCKLAND, Nyack night club! ; # LINDENHURST, Lindenhurst 
* BROADWAY, Hoversraw | i La olice # % ISLIP, Islip Aug. 26 
% LAFAYETTE, Suffern Oo Defies Pp uns! # SAG HARBOR, Sog Harbor and 
FABIAN CIRCUIT machine 9 : oonent Ant ega 27th 
> +4 en 3 e 7 . 
* STRAND, Port Jervis Avg. 25 thrv 27th Rescues childr . T h e St dele g r=) St re) ry of re) ey a | fora fo} re] Gori | | re] West Hampton Beach 
alsoot . bi biaze h 
”" a from the big # NORTHPORT, Northport Aug. 28 & 291 
ACADEMY, Liberty Aug. - starring # ISLAND, East Islip Sept. 2nd 


* BROADWAY. Monticello thre 27th 


| TERRY MOORE BEN JOHNSON # CENTER, Center Moriches § and 3rd 
LIGGETT-FLORIN CIRCUIT a gp oer # COMMUNITY, Fire Island 
Technical Creator — Willis O'Brien bd KINGS PARK. Kings pe Y sept ind 


* DOVER, Dover Plains } Avg. 26 





#* MILLERTON, Millerton en Screen Play by Ruth Rose and ROBERT ARMSTRONG with FRANK McHUGH CENTURY CIRCUIT 


* PINE PLAINS, Pine Ploins Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures ‘ YNBR - 4 thre 28th 
#* RITZ, Newburgh Aug. 26 thre 29th he tle Cieiesion Directed by ERNEST B. SCHOEDSACK Gute, Genes Vitesse pos rd 
GROVE, Freeport \ thre 
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* AMENIA, Anmenio Aug. 26 & 27th CC ———— co Tag - 
also ot'* RITZ, White Loke Avg. 26 & 27 pa . eature MAUREEN Q’ H ARA- “MELVYN DOUGL AS « Eetnene den 00 we 
NEW JERSEY Com “en Huntington Station x 
RKO THEATRES At All Theatres Except GLORIA GRAHAME: BILL ‘WILLIAMS in RANDFORCE CIRCUIT 
PROCTOR’S, Nework Avg. 24 h Marked * * LEFFERTS, Richmond Hill } Sept.5 & bth 
, . MASPETH, Mospeth ‘ 
STATE, New Brunswick J thre 30th T ose Woman's 5 sp jaspe 
$T. CLOUD CIRCUIT ex RUGOFF & BECKER CIRCUIT 
* NEWTON, Newton Today thre Wed. — : with VICTOR JORY - MARY PHILIPS. JAY C. FLIPPEN ¥ LAUREL, Long Beach—Awg. 24 thry 27th 
* Se teen ~~ — A DORE SCHARY Presentation Produced by HERMAN J. MANKIEWICZ + Directed by NICHOLAS RAY + Screen Play by Herman J. Monkiewicr LIGGETT-FLORIN CIRCUIT 
*S , Hackettstown Aug. - 
% BELVEDERE, Belvedere WARNER CIRCUIT READE CIRCUIT 1.7. $. CIRCUIT # LYRIC, fag Boy—Sept. 4 & 5th 
% ROYS, Blairstown \Aug. 26° # BAKER, Dover Aug. 24 thre 27th * COMMUNITY, Morristown \ Aug. 25 % RIVOLI. Belmar -Sept. 3rd 
%* BARN, Frenchtown and 27th %* MONTAUK, Possoic Y Avg. 25 * MAJESTIC, Perth Amboy thre 31st r SAAMI teesias ek —* PARK, Rockaway Park Aug. 31- Sept. 
° ae : # FABIAN, Paterson thee 31st : meee ee Aug. 28 * ARNOLD, Point Pleasant Sept. Ist 
; aeees” ae be ~ i. PRUDENTIAL CIRCUIT on ge ln Branch © thre 30th * STRAND, Seaside Pork ) 5.3, » STATEN ISLAND 
" into A - . J pt. 
% WASHINGTON, Wosh. Aug. 28- 30th * PLAYHOUSE, Princeton Avg. 25 threw 27th SNAPER CIRCUIT : pre mg 5 } aad ted FABIAN CIRCUIT -— 
SKOURAS THEATRES BRANDT CIRCUIT STRAND, Keyport Avg. 24 thre 270 ® RIALTO, Beles 2 ar erad nearing Pacig 
% STATE, Jersey City Avg. 24 thre 30th % PALACE, Netcong Aug. 25 thre 27th also at STATE, Boonton Avg. 28 thre 30th % GROVE, Point Pleasant § and Sth ort Richmon g. 3 


This Ad reproduced same 
size as it ran in New York, 


Brooklyn and New Jersey 


newspapers. 





























3 oe 


+ 


ma 
I 
we 
Fo! 
tes' 
sta 
hel 
Cat 
sou 
son 
the 
ass 
Bry 
up 
mal 
han 
Jos 
sion 
sup 
ord 
mid 
adia 
this 
M 
ing 
pan) 
field 
will 
ture 
and 
are 
den, 
Woo 
Zelti 
the 
uppé 
Hz 
RKO 
effec 
stein 
place 
rontc¢ 
ager. 


Cal 
Warn 
point: 
mana 
ceeds 
after 

Chz 
moun 
other 
collis 
three 
injure 


To 
two r 
bomb 
erate 
refus 
jectic 
Ind. 
incre 
man. 
. Bil 

squi 
Glen, 

Tol 
took 
tre, I 

Mo 
of th 
execu 
Telen 


20t 
here 
excha 
Stree 
Build 
Struct 


Bot 


Mem; 
this 
Memy 
Nabe 
Bowe: 
Joy, 
Llo 
ing r 
Mem) 
Pie ; 
hundi 

















I 








Wednesday, August 24, 1949 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 27 





Se 





Clips from 


Film Row 
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NEW YORK 


Cotton Vogelphol, Warner sales- 
man, promoted to assistant branch 
manager for company In Dallas. 

Four divisional coordinators 
were named last week for 20th- 
Fox's 18-week branch managers 
testimonial sales drive, which 
starts Sunday (28). At meetings 
held in the companys U. S. and 
Canadian exchanges, assistant 
southern sales chief Paul S. Wil- 
son received the nod to head up 
the southern division in the drive; 
assistant western sales manager 
Bryant D. (Buck) Stoner, will head 


up the west; Cincinnati branch 
manager Joseph B. Rosen will 
handle the central division, and 


Joseph C. Clair, assistant to divi- 
sion chief Martin Moskowitz, will 
supervise the Yankee division. Co- 
ordinators for the New England, 
mideastern, midwestern and Can- 
adian divisions are to be named 
this week. 

Metro’s second executive train- 
ing course starts Sept. 19 at com- 
pany’s homeoffice with six from the 
field getting indoctrination. Course 
will last six weeks and include lec- 
tures by the theatre, ad-pub, sales 
and foreign wings. Those tapped 
are Connie Carpou, William Mad- 
den, C. E. Prince, Max Shabason, 
Woodrow W. Sherrill and Harold 


Zeltner. Five of the six who took 
the first course have since been 
upped. 

Harry H. Walders resigned as 


RKO’s Cleveland branch manager, 
effective Monday (29). Jack Bern- 
stein, Toronto branch manager, re- 
places him, with Jack Labow, To- 
ronto salesman, moving up to man- 
ager. 


| 


WILLIAMSBURG, VA. | 


Thomas M. Halligan named gen- 
eral manager of Williamsburg the- 
atre. With the house 15 years, he 
started as usher. 


ALBANY 


Carl Harte, formerly booker for 
Warners in Charlotte, N. C., ap- 
pointed head booker and office 
manager for company here, suc- 
ceeds Raymond Powers, resigned 
after 15 years. 

Charles Rossi operator of Para- 
mount at Schroon Lake, and two 
others were injured in a two-car 
collision near that village. All 
three are reported as not seriously 
injured. 


CHICAGO 


Town theatre, Highland, Ind., 
two miles south of Hammond, Ind. 
bombed last week. House is op- | 
erated by Kenneth Dickinson, who | 
refused to continue using two pro- | 
Jectionists of Local 133, Hammond, | 
Ind. after union asked for wage 
Increase of 22c an hour for each 
man. 

Bill Galligan, former manager of 
Esquire, opens his own theatre, 
Glen, in Glen Ellyn, Ill. | 

Tom McConnell, film attorney, | 
took over Moonlite Outdoor thea- 
tre, Hammond, Ind. 

Morton Lang, assistant manager 
of the Loop Telenews, appointed 
executive head of the Northside 
Telenews, set to open Sept. 10. 


WASHINGTON 


20th-Fox given building permit 
here to erect a new $200,000 film 
exchange building at 415 Third 
Street, N. W., in film row sector. 
Building will be two-story brick 
Structure. 


} 
! 





| 


} 





| 


MEMPHIS | 


PR: Bowers, general manager of 
M led Indie Theatre owners of 
thes and Midsouth, resigned | 
Me week to become manager of | 
Nan Phis Zer-Mac Theatre Co. 
— houses to be handled by 
a are Lamar, Capitol and 


invovd T. Binford’s green light- 
Me of “Home of Brave” has 
ie nhs Film Row still buzzing. 
Madrete to sock week with 
in li eds of Negro fans standing 

Ine for hours to get a seat in 
Malco” segregated section in the 





MINNEAPOLIS 
in Heil” of Sin” and “Nine Girls 
run in Grand for indefinite 
dovad, Mann. operator 
Ook a ttstrun, in California 
Fred Over drive-in interests. 
Sine, Bunkelman, Universal 
.smMan, bedded by flu. 


ty 


of World, 


©: G. Lebedoff, long i 

: edoff, g an inde- 
a ndent exhibitor here and now 
Wner of 


“8 Washinton. Los Angeles 
Ouse, here with wife to cele- 


brate 40th 
children. 
_Charlie Rubenstein, independent 
circult owner, won Northwest Va- 
riety club’s annual golf tourna- 
ment for second successive year. 
North Central Allied asserts re- 
celpt of more complaints about al- 
leged forcing of pictures. 
Maxwell Shane in this area look- 
ing for typical smalltown high 
school where he ean film location 
footage for “Hickory Stick.” 
Harold Fields, circuit owner. va- 


wedding anni with 


cationing in Colorado mountains. 
M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox branch 


manager, on job again after hos- 
pital siege. 

_Arthur C. Bean, former Lakota, 
N. D., exhibitor, awarded lease on 
the 1,142-seater built by the Gov- 
ernment at Riverdale, N. D., on 
the Garrison damsite. Under the 
lease Bean agreed to present a 
minimum of 17 pictures a week 
and to take over the government’s 
film contracts calling for high per- 
centage terms. 

_Film Classics gets booking for 
time in both local and St. Paul 
RKO-Orpheum theatres via 
Boundaries.” 

James Nederlander, manager of 
Lyceum, legit house, has asked 
distributors for a 28-day run for 
his house. He would show pix be- 
tween stageshow dates. 

Theatre Associates, biggest of 
territory’s non-profit buying pools, 
which has been boycotting Para- 
mount in effect since its organiza- 
tion about two years ago, but it 
couldn't pass up ‘“‘Sorrowful Jones” 
for its Twin City members. 

As a means of combatting spread 
of double featuring in local neigh- 
borhood houses, North Central Al- 
lied is planning to use its influence 
to have distributors set back clear- 
ance substantially when their pic- 
tures are twin billed. 


ST. LOUIS | 


Jablonow-Komm Theatres, Inc., | 
St. Louis, purchased 150-acre tract 


| between East St. Louis and Collins- 


ville, Ill., for a 1,000 car drive-in. 
Edwards and Plumlee Circuit 


| 
| 


| Bramson. 


| plans to build a new 1,000-seater | 
there. 
Former Air Force Col. Phillip 


Cochrane, visited Randolph 
force Base near San Antonio to see 
if it could be used as site for an 
RKO pic. He is now acting as 
technical advisor for RKO on “Jet 
Pilot.” 

One downtown and 13 Interstate 
nabe houses are offering kid shows 
each Saturday morning. 

Charlie Mazurek, treasurer of 
Palace in San Antonio, resigned to 
join the Navy. 

Feasibility of a curfew law in 
San Antonio to keep young people 
off the streets late at night is slat- 
ed for discussion at police depart- 
ment juvenile office 

T. L. Richey 
Linden to H. C 


a 


KANSAS CITY 


Fox Midwest last week to 
members of Navy's “Hurricane” 
troupe, now touring country, at a 
luncheon in Muehlebach hotel. 

Ted Grant, formerly manager of 
the K.C. house for Durwood cir- 
cuit, back as homeoffice booker. 
Bob Hynes, long ad manager for 


Air 


sold his Ritz at 


Lower. 


host 


circuit in St. Joseph now city man- 


| ager there. 


“Lost | 


| 


DETROIT 

The Michigan, 4,000-seater, cele- 
brates 23d anniversary Friday (19). 

United Detroit Theatre went 
all out on bally recently. Un- 
der publicity director Alice 
ham’s direction, television show 
was built around paper mache 
model of Joe Young, gorilla hero 
of “Mighty Joe Young.” Circuit’s 
Michigan tossed big anniversary 
party complete with cake-cutting, 
contests and lobby displays. To 
bally “Black Magic” at United Art- 


ists, UD brought in hypnotist Eu-| 


gene Bernstein for lobby pitch. 


SEATTLE 


R. O. Wilson, manager of Lip- | 


pert Productions’ Portland ex- 
change, will manage the company’s 
Seattle exchange, succeeding Mort 


Fire recently destroyed the Cari- 
bou at Brewster, Wash., but the 
next day bulldozers started to 
clear land for rebuilding. Owner 
and operator of house is Jerry 


readying their new Ozark, Eldon, | Davis. 


Mo., replaces house destroyed by 
fire last February. 

H. Paul Stroud sold his interest 
in World Theatrical Enterprises, 
owner of World theatre here, and 
a drive-in at West Quincy, Ill. He 
has company that manufactures 
speakers for drive-ins. 


The Cape, new 500-car drive-in | 


near Cape Girardeau, Mo., muni- 
cipal airport, lighted. 

Vaude acts have been added at 
Harrisburg, Ill., drive-in operated 
by Olen J. Ingram and Associates. 


CALGARY, ALTA. 


Roy Chown, manager of Strand 
here and secretary of Alberta Assn. 


| 





PITTSBURGH 

Alex Biair named manager of 
Shadyside, succeeding late Dave 
Broudy. He was assistant at that 
house when first opened but lately 
was piloting Manos, Indiana, Pa. 

James Carey, who got start as 
usher here at Penn, promoted from 
manager of Majestic, Evansville, 
Ind., to Loew’s, circuit's No. 1 
house in that city. 

Bob Coyle, veteran Charleroi ex- 


hibitor, will be joined in operation | 


of Coyle by his son, Robert Coyle, 


‘following latter’s graduation from 


of Motion Picture Exhibitors, re-| 


signed as chief accountant for Cal- 
gary Stampede office after 21 
years. 





DENVER 


Annual golf tournament and pic- 
nic of Rocky Mountain Screen club 


‘set for Aug. 31 at Park Hill Coun- 


| salesmen, 


try Club. 
Norman Probstein, owner of | 
State, bought Alpine and Grand 


from Larry Sandler. Tom Ahrents 
will be city manager and manage 
State. 

Henry Friedel, Metro branch 
manager, to Des Moines, for funer- 
al of father. 


Taos, 


Brandenburg, owners 
$75,000 


N. M., bought land for 
drive-in there. 

Claude Newell, Metro booker, 
quit to run a filling station; John 
Roberts, assistant, moves up. 


CHARLOTTE 
Special meeting of Drive-In 
Theatre Owners’ Assn. considered 
litigation fund and an _ increase 
in association membership. Mrs. 
Hazel Graves was elected secretary 
of the organization.. 


DALLAS 


Ambitious plans to provide a 
variety of film entertainment for 
Latin-Americans who will harvest 
the annual cotton crop in south 





\'Texas is being made by Wallace 


Blankenship Theatres. S. J. Ney- 
land. circuit office manager, Says 
negotiations are under way_ here 
with Azteca Films and_ Clasa- 
Mohme to get 15 feature pix from 
each. 

Outdoor Starlight theatre on the 
$2 000.000 Galveston Pleasure Pier 
forced to close because of damages 
suffered from heavy wind which 
carried part of screen tower away. 

Cole cireuit announced that re- 
modernization job starts soon on 
Grand at Yoakum. Circuit also 


University of Miami next month. 
Young Coyle is Navy veteran. 


Stanley Dudelson, who quit sales | 


berth with RKO here for job with 
Republic, switched at last minute 
to his old company in Detroit. He 
gets the Grand Rapids territory. 

Harry Hendel, who 
Granada; James Nash, former UA 
and Bert Stearn and 
Harry Long, Cooperative Theatre 
chiefs, launching string of drive- 
ins in this district. 

“Mystery” surrounding purchase 
of the Senator here cleared up 
when discovered that Sam Leff, lo- 
cal hotelman, bought property 
from Federal Reserve Bank for 
about $350,000. First reported the 


| new owners were a N. Y. syndicate 


Flovd W. Beutler and J. P.| interested in converting house into 


Taos, | 


a legiter. Senator now occupied by 
Harris Amus. Co. has been used as 


/ moveover house. While Leff is be- 


lieved to have bought the house for 


quick re-sale, understood now he, 


will listen to leasing arrangement. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Warners’ State, key nabe house 
in West Philly, goes under the Wil- 
liam Goldman banner Aug. 29. 
Gives the Goldman chain its largest 
key run neighborhood. Goldman 
plans to make the State a first-run, 
day-date with downtown, and may 
increase the seating capacity from 


12.000 to 3,000. State will continue 


its present clearance at first but 
Goldman has notified the ex- 
changes that the house expects to 
become first-run operation. 


LOS ANGELES 


Favorite Films Exchange, Inc., 
takes over distribution of ail Real- 
art releases in Southern California; 
Were formerly handled in this sec- 
tor by Screen Guild. 

In deal handled by Realart Pic- 
tures’ veepee Budd Rogers, com- 
pany’s local franchise was sold to 
Irving Levin and Charles Kranz. 
Franchise formerly was_ jointly 
owned by Jack Broder and Sam 
Decker. 





Gor- | 


owns New) 








Drive-I 


and Hollywood, it might be a dif- 
ferent story. 

Drive-ins have cut in on regular 
film biz in this area in a big way. 
At present there are seven drive- 
ins in the Falls City area with one 
A-building just across the Ohio 
River from Louisville. 











the same clear- 
Subsequents, and 
an occasional 


Drive-ins have 
ance as in-town 
some are playing 
first-run In most cases, however, 
these have been turned down by 
the downtown houses as weak b.o 
fare. Of course the drive-in opera 
tors have to pay more money fo! 
the firstruns. Percentage terms are 
the rule with drive-ins. Most drive 
ins in this area are of standard 
type construction. Operators bend 
over backwards to give the pa 
trons service, having attendants 
wipe off the windshield for better 


vision, and distributing printed 
programs. 
No new construction is under 


| way in this area. However, houses 
jundergo a modernization about 
| every QO years, and alterations 
have been made in most of the 
first-runs, as well as nabes in the 
past year. One house, the Or- 
pheum, has been completely re 
built, renamed the Rodeo, and the 
entire decor is western. Plans in- 
clude a double screen and house 
now boasts a restaurant and con- 
cession stand in connection with 
the theatre. Ushers, ticket sellers, 
attendants, etc., are garbed in cow- 
boy togs, and film fare is entirely 
western stuff. 


_ Still Dualing 
Pics are running about the same 
as a year ago, with double features 


still the rule. Occasional strong 
films are single-billed. Customers 
want ’em, and in spite of surveys, 
| ete., and comments of some vocal 
| complainants and letters to the edi- 
tor, thats what they will get, ac- 
cording to the exhibitors. 
Admission prices have been 
static for some time, and no move- 
ment is on foot to change them, 
one way or the other. However, 
there is a strong movement on the 
| part of exhibitors to have the state 
tax removed in Kentucky. 
tors are buttonholing every legis- 
lator and candidate for political of- 
fice, to learn how he stands on the 
question of admission tax removal, 
in an effort to have him commit 
himself on the subject. A special 
rep has been engaged to work in 
Frankfort, state capitol, in the in- 
terest of the theatre owners. 


No theatres have shu:tered for 
summertime. With declining gross- 
/es, there has been increased inten- 
sity of exploitation. Exhibitors are 
‘out hustling now, whereas during 
war days customers bought any- 
thing on the screen. Now they 
don’t overlook any peg to promote 
biz, and get ’em in the house. 

Status of competition from out- 
door sports and other competing 
forms of amusement in the sum- 
mer months is normal. Summer 
shows at Iroquois Amphitheatre 
offer plenty of competish to the 
downtown houses. National, Louis- 
ville’s only live talent house, has 
been holding the line for the vaude 
policy all summer. While biz has 
not been too forte, house is at 
least establishing a policy and 
holding to it firmly, which should 
be in its favor when the fall up- 
swing starts. 


Butte, Montana, Biz 
Off 10% in 6 Months 


Butte, Mont., Aug. 23. 
Picture business in this town 
of 42,000 dropped off approximate- 
ly 10% six months ago, below the 
previous six months, and business 
has remained about the same. 


Fox-Intermountain operates five 
houses here, two first-runs and two 
subsequents; fifth house is dark 
except for rentals, roadshows, con- 
certs, subscription entertainment 
or athletic events. 

Television and drive-ins are non- 
existent here. In other parts of 
the state, nine drive-ins have been 
built in the last two years. Those 
now operating have been success- 
ful despite Montana weather, which 
is close to nine months winter in 
the northern part. (Butte had 97 
days below zero, with many days 
of 5-10 above, average being 36.7). 
Two new ones are in the rumor 
stage, one in Bozeman, another by 
a Butte nabe businessmen’s assn. 

No local theatre construction. 
University town, Missoula, has new 

inabe, and Fox-Intermountain has 


,; the $400,000 bracket. 


Exhibi- 


ns Pace Chi B.0. 


Continued from page 6 = 








1alf completed new 1,250-seater in 
Future tele- 
installation is provided for in this 
house. 

Concession biz is better in Butte 
than at other F-I stands, percent- 
tage-wise. City manager Bob An- 
derson comments: “Sales on mer- 
chandise are predicated on the 
type program presented Action 
and comedy pictures bring in the 
greatest concession business.” Can- 
dy stands are growing; mass mer- 
chandising the sales secret of 
candy selling. Snack time is pro- 
grammed—“Three minute inter- 
mission for refreshments.” 

Comedies, westerns, musicals 
are one-two-three in customer ac- 
ceptance. Heavy drama is the tail- 
ender Double features are the 
rule in all situations except in 
the case of extra-potent features 
which ean stand alone — with 
shorts—in first-run houses. 


1S 


Indpls. B. O. Slides 30% 
But Pickup Due in Fall 

Indianapolis, Aug. 23 
Note of optimism dominates 
thinking of exhibs in this area, de- 
spite some rough going this sum- 
mer Biz has been at a postwar 
low in most situations, but they see 
better days ahead on account of im- 
proved product in line for late 

summer and early fall release. 


There is no. serious talk of 
changes in admission scales at 
| present. Film men feel the mar- 


| ket won't bear an uppance at pres- 


ent and _ prices, particularly in 
Indianapolis, are considered lower 
than they should be, so no cutting 
is in sight. 

Business as of now is averaging 
about 30% less than a_ year 
ago. The slump this summer hag 
been more than seasonal. Polio, 
which has reached the epidemic 
stage in parts of the state, is def- 
initely a strong factor. Equally 
potent is the outdoor competition, 
which has reached an _ all-time 
high in 1949. Actually, grosses 
are not down more than about 15° 
from a year ago, but increased cost 


of doing business makes up the 
difference. 
The drive-ins have been doing 


very well this year, where they are 
not overbuilt. But the tendency 
to overbuild is strong in the better 
locations. Two new drive-ins are 
under construction in Indianapolis 
right now, and plans for two more 
have been announced. There would 
have been others in operation, but 
zoning restrictions headed them off. 
Most theatre men feel the drive- 
ins are not a major factor in the 
slump at regular houses. They fig- 
ure the drive-ins get a family, 
shirt-sleeve crowd that probably 
wouldn’t come to their theatres 


| anyway. 


All drive-ins in this area are 
playing some percentage films now. 
In the northern part of the state, 
they frequently bid successfully for 
firstrun. In most cases, however, 
they play 7 to 14 days after first 
run downtown. Television is not 
big enough to be an important fac- 
tor in the picture here yet, 
although the situation may change 
within the next few months. 

One new de luxe nabe house, 
the Arlington, first built here in 
more than 10 years, will open 


|about Sept. 20. A number of new 
| theatres, particularly in suburban 
| areas, are in the talk stage. 


High 


costs are still a deterrent. But a 


| great deal of work has been done, 


and is continuing, to fix up stand- 
ing houses. 

The relation of the candy and 
concession biz to admission take 
has not varied greatly, although 
exhibs now are putting greater 
emphasis on it. Loew’s, which for- 
merly forbade popcorn in the 
house, now sells it in the main lob- 
by. The candy and _ concession 
take averages about 40° of the 
total, varying with pix grosses. 
Outside of three counties in which 
all theatres have been closed by 
authorities due to the polio hyste- 
ria, no important theatres operat- 
ing a year ago are shuttered to- 
day. 

Exploitation definitely has in- 
creased in recent months. As one 
exhib put it, they're “getting the 
idea they have to be theatre men 
again.” To what extent this ac- 
tivity pays off at the boxoffice, no- 
body can say for sure; but most 
progressive exhibs are satisfied 
biz would have been worse without 
it. 
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nS." 1 
| No Sid 
. 
trong comment in 
snr *pulletin of the Associated 


ners of Indiana, made 
certain that the con- 
roposal by Joseph P. 


Theatre Ow 
it virtually 
troversial p 


Finneran, Columbus, Ind., exhib, 
would be a major point of issue 
on the convention floor. 


Finneran plan calls for disciplin- 
ing of Hollywood people who bring 
jiscredit on the industry by their 
duct. In extreme cases they 
~ e virtually read out of films 


ild b : 
coy placed on a studio black- 


by being 
—— have resisted the plan 
ever since it was brought up at an 
Allied States exhib association 
convention more than a year ago 
They feel it is illegal and imprac- 
tical Since they therefore cannot 
adopt it, they have desired that it 
not be brought up at the public 
ations meeting. They feel that it 


rel : , Std 
can lead to nothing but recrimina- 
tions and dissension, which wiil 


only do harm to the Chicago con- 
clave’s purpose of finding a way 
to promote good relations within 
and without the industry. 

Since the Finneran Plan, involv- 
ing as it does the names of some of 
Hollywood's best - known players 
who have gotten themselves into 
trouble with the law, is the most 
colorful item likely to come up at 
the sessions, it will no doubt at- 
tract major attention from the na- 
tion’s lay press. Studios do not rel- 
ish finding themselves in the posi- 
tion of defending stars of whose 
conduct they disapprove. 

Impractical? - 

They claim that the plan Is im- 
practical because any star black- 
listed by the majors would be im- 
mediately picked up by an indie— 
and many theatres (including those 
of some Allied members) would 
play the ensuing pix. Secondly, 
they say a blacklist or any sem- 
blance of one is of doubtful legal- 
ity. They point out that they are 
now being sued by alleged leftist 
writers and a director whom they 
refuse to hire. 

The Indiana Allied group indi- 
cated its intention of bringing up 
the Finneran Plan in the comments 
in its bulletin based on a VARIETY 
story of two weeks ago. VARIETY 
at that time hinted at the private 
thinking of MPAA members, which 
the Allied bulletin would make 
seem “an announcement by an 
MPAA spokesman in advance of 
opposition of the producers to the 
plan.” 

“The Finneran Plan was not sub- 
mitted to Mr. (Eric) Johnston on 
a take it or leave it basis,’’ ATOI 
states. “The end to be accomplish- 
ed was the main thing—the correc- 
tion of a condition that is doing 
grave harm to the industry. Not 
only has the MPAA not offered 
any revision or counter-plan, but 
ne producer and no spokesman for 
the MPAA has uttered a word in 
favor of the declared purpose of 
the plan. 

Parallels the Code 

“We cannot take seriously the 
suggestion that the Finneran Plan 
is illegal when it has the same pur- 
pose, and employs the same stand- 
ards, as MPAA’s Production Code. | 
The producers are saying in the 
Same breath that it is lawful and 
proper to deny the seal to a pic- 
ture containing clearly defined o a 
fensive matter, but that it would | 
be unlawful to deny the seal to a | 
picture featuring a star who had | 
engaged in misconduct which could | 
not be included in a picture. | 

“Not even the most ardent John- 
stonite would question the right of | 
a producer to invoke the ‘morality | 
clause’ in a player’s contract ... 
And they profess to be afraid to 
vest in the Code Administration | 
the power to say whether a film 
featuring a discredited star is | 
Worthy of the seal. If the produc- | 
ffs are right in their stand, they 
had better junk the entire Code 
Procedure because it is just as vul- 
nerable as the Finneran Plan. | 

When the producers say that 
ne can be done about the err- | 
oe they merely mean that 

y do not want to do anything. 
ine Finneran Plan may have some 

Pecks in its, but they can be 
removed.” | 


60 Films Execs to Attend 
Public Relations Meet 


han top-ranking film execs 
rl ew York, Hollywood and 
indiestean of the country have 
ine . ed their intention of attend- 
tiene '€ all-industry public rela- 

‘. meet at the Drake hotel, 

ago, next Tuesday and Wednes- 





etracking Finneran 


Continued from page 3 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 29 














this | day (30-31). Since each of the 14 


participating groups was called 
upon to determine the size of its 
own delegation it’s expected that 
additional names will be added 
before the end of the week. 
Those who have so far indicated 
their intention of attending in- 
clude: 
Allied 
Abram F 
Trueman 


« afl 
and Jack 


William 
Myers, 
Rembusch. 

Kirsch, 


Ainsworth, 
Charles Niles. 
Martin Smith 


Independent 
Ass’n: Harry 
Cohen 


Owners 
and Max 


Theatre 
Brandt 


Metropolitan 
Theatre Ass'n 


Motion Picture 


Lou Brecher, D 


John Phillips and Oscar A. Doob 
Motion Picture Association of 
America: Eric Johnston, Ned E. 


Depinet. 
Austin C. 
man and 


William F, Rodgers, 
Keough, Maurice Berg- 
Francis Harmon. 

Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil: Roy Breweg and Art Arthur; 
George Murphy for Screen Actors 
Guild; Allan Rivkin and Leonard 
Spiegelgass for Screen Writers 
Guild, and Y. Frank Freeman, 
AMPP. (Two representatives for 
the Screen Directors Guild will be 
named later in the week.) 

Pacific Coast Conference of In- 
dependent Theatre Owners: H. V. 
(Rotus) Harvey. 

Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers: Ellis Arnall, 
Gunther R. Lessing and Robert J 


Rubin. 


Owners of America: 
Arthur H. Lockwood, Gael Sulli- 
van, Herman M. Levy, Earl Hud- 
son, Edward Zorn, 
man, John Balaban, Walter Reade, 
Jr., John Q. Adams and James 
V. Coston. 


Theatre 


Trade Press: Jack Alicoate, Jay 
Emanuel, Abel Green, Charles E. 
Lewis, Martin Quigley, Sr., Ben 


Shlyen, Morton Sunshine, Mo Wax 
and William R. Wilkerson. 


Edwin Silver- | 


rectors Committee: Mort Blumen- 
stock. 

National Screen Service: Herman 
Robbins. 

Canadian Motion Picture Indus- 
try Council: Fred Dillon and J. 
Fitzgibbons. 

In addition to the official dele- 
gates listed in the MPAA group 
above, the following will also be 
present in Chicago to aid the 
MPAA delegation: Leon J. Bam- 
berger, assistant to Depinet: Hen- 
derson M. Ritchey, alternate and 


~ 


assistant to Rodgers: Louis x. 
Novins, associate of Keough: Sid- 
ney Schreiber, Kenneth Clark 
Arthur DeBra, Robert W Cham 
berlin and Manning Claggett 


UNIVERSAL TO BOOK 
‘HAMLET’ ON GRINDS 


With 1g ments 
and a distrib take of ove! 
000 behind it, 
ping its roadshow 
Arthur Rank’s “Hamlet.” Out to 
play the film in mass bookings. 
Universal has set a general release 


390 special 
$1,500 
Universal is drop 


policy for J 


for “Hamlet” late in September. 
Pic currently is playing in only 
one theatre, the Park Avenue. 
N. ¥. 


U will seek circuit bookings for 
the Shakespeare classic in a test 
whether the film can play regular 
showings. Exhibs will be permit- 
ted to run the film on a grind 
policy. Top terms are being sought 
by U. Company extracted 70-30% 
|} and 60-40% in all special engage- 
ments 


| Cagneys to Fulfill 
Commitment to UA 


Hollywood. Aug. 23. 

James Cagney and his brother 
William, currently under contract 
to Warners, will make one picture 
| for United Artists release, to fulfill 
an old commitment. When the 
Cagneys signed with Warners they 
agreed to make one film for UA 
after James had completed a chore 
;on the Burbank lot. 


ily planned. 
+grooved to 


First Pro-Industry Short Pays Off 


~ Auguring Black 


Upsetting predictions of wide 
exhibitor resistance, the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s series 
of public relations shorts launched 
earlier this year has gotten off to 
a fast start. In the first nine weeks 
of release, RKO has grossed a total 


of $33.000 on the teeofft briefie. 
“The Movies and You,” practical- 
ly guaranteeing that the series as 
1 whole, labelled “Let’s Go to the 
Movies,” will pay off 

“The Movies and You.” it has 
been learned, booked 4.465 thea 
tres in the U. S. and 438 in Canada 
during the initial nine week 
stretch On that basis, short sub 
ject sales chiefs figure the pic 
should snare another 6,000 book- 
ings and finally wind up with a 


total gross of $48.000-$50,000. This 


figure would represent an excep- 
tionally high return for an aver- 
age short. 


Release of the first short got un- 
der way late in May. Last month 
Warner Bros. took off with the sec- 


ond briefie, “This Theatre and 
You.” Other majors will follow 
up with another of the dozen 


MPAA-produced shorts every other 
month. 

Since the revenues from the first 
shorts are slotted for bankrolling 
followup two-reelers, big returns 
from the RKO release means that 
the series can go ahead as initial- 

Before the pic was 
the theatres, a sharp 
hassle developed between distribs 
and the big circuits who balked at 
paying regular rentals on the p.r. 
pix. 

Compromise was reached which 
permitted readjustment on price 
if the first few briefies turned in 
revenues out of proportion to nega- 
tive costs. 

Total costs of the 12 films is es- 
timated officially at $339,000 with 
each one averaging $28,250. After 


Ink for P.R. Series 


is recouped at any point, balance 
of briefies will be made available 
Without rental charge 

Board of trustees in charge of 
the program will be organized at 
a luncheon meet, Wednesday (31), 
in Chicago in the course of the in- 


dustry’s public relations confab. 
Board is drawn from all branches 
of the industry At the meet, sug- 
gestion will be made that the pres- 
idents of four exhib associations 
rotate fo ‘-month periods as 
chairmen of the board 

Prexie involved are William 
Ainsworth of National Allied: 
Harry Brandt of the Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn.; Arthur 
Lockwood Theatre Owners of 
America, and Rotus Harvey, 
Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners. If adopt- 
ed, quartet will draw from a hat 


to decide order of office 


Wehrenberg Estate 
Valued at $651,200 
St. Louis, Aug. 23 
value of the estate of the 
late Fred Wehrenberg, who built 
the first pic theatre in St. Louis, 
is valued at approximately $651,- 
200, according to an_ inventory 


The 


filed last week in St. Louis county 
court, Clayton, Mo 
Many of the stocks in theatres 


which he owned are worth far 
more than when he acquired them. 


AS an example, the estate holds 
8.900 shares of the Flexer Drive- 
In Theatres, Inc., which once had 


a par value of 10c. but the inven- 
tory states that today it is worth 
$8 per share. Some of the theatre 
stocks held by Wehrenberg are 
credited without any gain, and 
one is stated to have dectined 
Wehrenberg, who died last May 
6, bequeathed $50,000 to em- 
ployees of his chain of nabes, and 








Variety Clubs: Robert J. O’Don-| UA release will be a melodrama, the first four films are released, $2,000 each to the Better Films 

nell. | still untitled, on which William is! actual cost figures are to be Council of Greater St. Louis and 

MPAA Newsreels Committee: working as producer. It is slated audited and a readjustment of the Child Conservation Council. 

Edmund Reek. }to start in October, with James'| rentals may be made based on this| The bulk of the estate was left 

MPAA Advertising-Publicity Di- starring. total. If the entire cost of the 12 to Wehrenbere’s widow. Gertrude. 
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Another fine product of 
Lever Brothers Company 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use ita Gis ave Lovelier i 


Barbara Hale opposite Larry Parks in ‘“JOLSON 


Try the generous new bath size cake, 
too—so fragrant, so luxurious! 





Baa 





Here’s a beauty care that leaves skin softer, 
smoother! In recent Lux Toilet Soap tests by 
skin specialists, actually three out of four 
complexions improved in a short time. 


“It’s wonderful the way Lux Soap facials 
*~.. really make skin lovelier,”’ says Barbara Hale. 
“I work the fragrant lather well in, rinse, 
and then pat with a soft towel to dry.” 








SINGS AGAIN" 


sys BARBARA 


_ “OLSON SINGS AGAIN’ 


M 














HALE 
Co-star of : : 
Columbia's 3 


Technicolor Picture 





® Sidney Buchman Production 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 





o 





Time to 


Television 
‘How to ride the new 
wave! Methods! 


NATIONAL <a" 
CONVENTION 








. 


Avthur 1. Lockwood, President 





includes forums, study 
groups, expert advice, 
business forecasts, dem- 
onstrations, debates, 
extensive social events, 













Consent Decrees 
& Court Opinions 
All the latest devel- 
opments with pre- 
dictions of long 
range effects on 
industrywide basis. 











Public Relations 
Help the theatre 
come into its own! 
Expert planning for 
protection and good- 
will. Screen Shorts 


—press material — 
special projects. 

























16mm 
Competition 
Ways and means 
of keeping this com- 
petition fair! 













Theatre Equipment 
& Supplies 

67 exhibits! New, 

improved theatre 

helps. Concession 

displays. 















Drive-Ins 
Authoritative talks 
by experienced 
operators together 


FOR RESERVATIONS, WIRE OR with digest of recent 
WRITE: STANLEY W. PRENOSIL, tax rulings. 


Theatre Owners of America Headquarters 
1501 Broadway, New York City 18 


















ENTERTAINMENT 
FOR THE LADIES: 


Studio visits 





Taxation 


Ambassador Hotel, Latest data on this 
Los Angeles ° Sept. 12-15 national, state and 


local danger! 


Foshion Show and Luncheon 


Beverly Hills Hotel A 
y SS, 






























Demonstration by Studio 
Make-Up Experts 


Important Film Showings 
° 


Luncheon at Earl Carroll's 
Restaurant 

. 
Visits to radio and 
television broadcasts 

e 
Sightseeing Trips 

a 
Souvenirs 
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Picture Grosses | 








WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 11) 


‘Magic’ Mighty $18,000 | 


In Det.; ‘Boundaries’ 45 ’ vo ue week, “Dedee” (EL), | 
Feeling’ Great $30,000 -2hiri*, sh i949, 


: helped skyrocket tt a al : 
Detroit, Aug. 23. : oe ee Ket this into simmer- 
. ; ; ing $16,50( >of petel : 

Revival of big bally combined 7)”, aig bp een I ge me 
with cool weather 1s pushing “Lost Killer” (U) good $11 hong o Meet 
Boundaries Fox, “Great Feel- Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-80) 


at 


‘ . “ oo aah a0? 
jng” at Michigan and “Black Magic —Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) 
at United Artists to big grosses gmash $10,000. Last w ek “One 
currertly. “Mighty Joe Young,” [ast Fling” (WB). slim $4500. 

hich did terrific biz last week at Palace (Loew’cs (9 2%. 44.9 
whit é arace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
Palms. is off on second round, feel- | “Gyeay Sinnoy’ Was 
Palms. f fiv wi reat Sinner” (M-G). Firm $25-~ 
ing competition irom five new | 000 in 10 days. Moved out Sunday 
bills ' ; 21) for “Madame Boy ary” (M-G), 

Estimates for This Week in revamped schedule 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC). Great One Woman’s Story” (U) (3d wk). 
$45,000. Last week, “You're My Oke $4,500 for second consecutive 
Everything” (20th) and “Ringside” , Week 


Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 
Great Feeling” (WB). Hotté 
in town with rousing $25,600. Last 


" 
eS 


(SG) (2a wk), $21,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 


ct thin ’ 


70-95)—"‘Great Feeling” (WB) and | sale “8 ane ae ct pa 
“alimony” (EL). Socko $30,000 o : a Lust for Gold” (Col), weak 
Last week, “Great Gatsby” (Par) |" qrancg-Lux (T-1.) (@R4- = 
and “Special Agent” (Par) (2d wk), | opomee oa) (G54 4480— 
$15,000 é Good $7.000 Fer $2,000. . 
Palms UD) (2,900; 70-95) — : stag esate ' 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and ‘ 
Miranda” (EL) (2d wk). Down to ¢ . c ‘ » 9 
$11,000. Last week, terrific $26,000. Young $15,000, Doolins 
United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- 


95)—‘‘Black Magic” (UA) and “Gay 


10G, Seattle, Both Big 


Amigo \iono). Big $18,000 and 
holds. Last week, “Late for Tears” Seattle, Aug. 23. 
(U) and “Crime Doctor’s Diary” “Mighty Joe Young” is pacing 
(Col). $11,000 the field here this week at Coli- 
Madison (UD) (1,800; '70-95)— seum. “Doolins otf Oklahoma” also 
“Take It With You” (Col) and “Mr. shapes big at the Liberty. Other- 
Smith to Washington” (Col) (reis-, wise takings are mild to thin. 
sues). Slow $6,000. Last week, Estimates for This Week 
', Massacre River (Mono) and Coliseum (H-E) (1.877; 50-84)— 
Bomba” (Mono), $12,000. “Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— .. Mal ns 7 tne = augh seen (RKO) 
a“ ; " . ron > a e wWlakK L ree et > . 
aac On Treables? (M-G) A bac Mighty $15,000. Last week, “Brim- 
‘ y * stone” (Rep) and “Trail of Yukon” 


Oke $9,000. Last week, $11,000. (Mono). nice $9.3G0 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70-; "”’ theese : 
$5)—‘Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U). Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) 
Slow $8,000. Last week, “Scene of —‘‘Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
Crime’ (M-G) and “Unknown 4nd “Skyliner”’ (SG) (3d wk). Still 
Guest” (Mono), $7,000. yey My $6,000. Last week, socko 

$9,400. 


Liberty (Theatres. Inc.) (1,650: 

BALTIMORE poe epee: of aes Tg 

+ : '(Col) and “Air Hostess” (Col). Bi 
(Continued from page 13) / $10,000, and _ holds. > dae 
wk). Started second round Monday “Stratton Story” (M-G) (6th wk), | 

(22) after good opener at $11,500.  oke $5,700 in 6 days. 

Jn ahead “Not Wanted” (FC), $12,.-| Nfusie Box (H-E) (850; 30-84)— 
300 in 10 days “Silver Lining’ (WB) and “One 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) —! 1734) Fling’ (WB) | i) 
“Crooked Way” (UA). Bettering Soy 7 vy fen pgs : 
house average at $5,500. Last week, i 1) (9 900- ) 
“Red River” (UA) (reissue), $4,300. ,,-fusie Hall (II-E) (2,200; 50-84)— 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— | Great Sinner” (M-G) and "Louis- 
“Slaitery’s Hurricane” (20th), Rous- 49a Story” (Indie). Nice $9.500. 
ing $14,000. Last week, “You're My , Last week, “My Everything” (20th) 
verythine’” (20th) (3d wk), $7,800. | 4nd ese omen 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — | ‘<@ WK’, tall 90,00N. 
“It's Great Feeling” (WB) Leading 
current parade with rosy $17,000. 
Last week, “Great Gatsby” (Par), 
$9,200. | 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Falling off to $7,000 after nice 
$13,700 opener. 


New York Theatres 


Good 


“Anna Lueasta”’ (Col) and “Devil’s 
Henchmen” (Col) (2d wk). 
$6,000. Last week, great $12,300. 


runs) 
Last week, 


(UA) (2d 
$6,000. 


“Jigsaw” 
vaude. Good 











local dance school revue, very good 
$6,800. 

Paramount (H-E) ‘3,039; 50-84)— 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Counter Punch’ (Mono). Okay 
$9.000 in 9 days. Last week. “Africa 
Screams” (UA) and = “Hellfire” 
(Rep) (2d wk), $4,700 in 6 days. 








ee 
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‘Young’ Rousing $19,000, 
Toronto; ‘Lucasta’ 10G 


Toronto, Aug. 23. 
With “Mighty Joe Young” z00m- 
ing to terrific $19,000, and “Anna 
Lucasta’ doing nicely, town’s over- 
all film biz generally is on the up- 


Loretta 


# Noun , 











beat. To bring outlying suburban 

deluxers into downtown first-run 

bracket. Famous Players has 

| doubled or trebled certain nabe 

'eombos for simultaneous first 

‘showings. Claim this is an ex- 

; Hie Orenestre periment not prompted by_ pix 
BAL WALLIS’ Production Starring CORINNE CAiver shortage but to bolster business 







for major nabes in certain rapidly- 
growing population*® areas 
Estimates for This Week 


fw VIC 


BORT LANCASTER - PRUL RERERERD 
DAMONE 


CUWDE RAINS: PETER LORRE 
<" _-* -» Corinne Calvet 

















BI moment rearuet Capitol, Nertewn, Shea’s (FP) 
—_— 1.079. 959, 2,386: 40-70'\— ‘You're 

sical - Mv Evervthing” (20th) (2d wk) 
es RADIO city ‘MUSIC HALL Big $13.500 aiter last w eek’s great 
} an i ae i ew! t Glendale, Scarboro 
owntown, G ale, § . 
Judy SARLAND © Van JOHNSON? | oo. 20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694: 
IN THE GooD 36-60) ‘Johnny Allegro” (Col) 

OLD SUMMERTIME" and “Law Barbary Coast” Col) 
Color by TECHNICOLOR Hep $14,500. Last week, “Tat Zan 's 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture Magic Fountain” (RKO and “Dog 

2 SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION Rusty” (Col), so-so $10,500. . 
r Pes Eglinton, University FP 1,080. 
———eee, 11.556: 40-60\—‘Anna_ Lucasta 
RICHARD LINDA VERONICA iCol Big $10,000. Last week. 
WIDMARK DARNELL LAKE “Casablanca (WB (reissue’, 


$11.000 
Imperial 


‘SLATTERY’S HURRICANE’ FP) (3,373: 40-70— 











A Wh GesterysPen Patan “Mighty Joe Young” (RKO). Smash 
On Variety Stape—Sid Caesar, Evelyn Knight | $19,000. Last week, “House m+ 
Star On fee Stage—“CARMEN” Strangers (20th) @Qd wk cine 

arring CAROL LYNNE, ARNOLO SHODA $9,500. - 
rang R 0 X Y 7th Ave. & Loew's (Loew) (2.096: 40-70 om 
—_ 50th St. Neptune's Daughter (M-G) (4th 


(Mono) | 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— | 
Oke | 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) | 
—“Colorado Territory” (WB) and | 
plus | 


“Lust for Gold” (Col) (2d runs) and | 


'NSS Distributing 
War Vet Story 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Patriotic one - reeler, “How 
Much Do You Owe?,” produced 
jointly by the major film studios, 
has been turned over to National 
Screen Service for distribution in 
first-run theatres throughout the 
country next month. 

Picture, starring James Stewart, 
is a story about disabled American 
war veterans. It was made in co 
operation with Gen. Jonathan M 
Wain vright 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Recent Yank Films Up 
U. S. Prestige Abroad, 
J. G. McCarthy Reveals 


American films have climbed 


steadily in the past eight months 
to reach a postwar prestige peak 
in Europe, John G. McCarthy 
managing director of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s inter- 
national wing, told foreign man- 
agers vesterda\ Tues.) at a New 
York meet Reporting on a two- 
month swing through the Con- 
tinent MeCarthy declared that 
rele1 CSS CrILICS Of Holly wood have 
been stilled by a series of impo 
tant Yank films 

MPAA-er credited part of the 
result to the efforts of European 
reps 10} the association These 
reps recently have been cooperat- 
ing with American companies and 
film boards to get opinion leaders 


and government officials to see the 
better pix. Svstem has overcome 
preconceived notions of Holly- 
wood’s output, he added 

Films such as “Johnny 

The Snake Pit,’ “Best Years,” 
“Gentlemen’s Agreement,” “I Re- 
member Mama,” “The Search,” 
“Naked City” and “Treasure of 
Sierra Madre” have built Holly- 
wood prestige in western Europe, 
McCarthy said. 


Belinda,” 


ser 





METRO EDITING CUED 
BY EASTERN SNEAKS 


Metro has 
system of sneak 
metropolitan New 
will be used for every important 
feature that the Culver City lot 
turns out. With the studio regard- 
ing the eastern audience reaction 
os a better sampler than the pre 
view-wise Coact patrons, M-G is 
flying in rough prints of its big 
pix for N. Y. showings 
final editing. 

Latest pic to get the treatment 
is “Intruder in the Dust,” sneaked 
last week at Loew’s Tri-Boro thea- 
tre. “Battleground” and “The 
Red Danube” were also shown in 
Gotham. 


now established a 
previews in the 
York area which 


On the “Intruder” preview, ques- | 


distributed to the 
audience for reaction and then 
mailed to the lot along with re- 
turn of the rough print. 
is being done on the basis of an 
swers to the quiz 


| RKO Theatres i 


| 
: Continued from page 35 jee 


tionaires were 




















with Hughes. On the other hand, 
graniing of the plea will give the 
RKO owner more time to shop 
around. One puzzling factor, how- 
ever, of the Hughes’ termination 
of dickerings is the fact that the 
$6 offer is regarded by the trade as 
a handsome sum. 

Fox and Mever. both on the 
Coast to push the deal, headed for 
N.Y.  vesterday Tues.) when 
Hughes called it quits. One mem- 
ber of the syndicate declared be- 
fore leaving that the $1,500,000 
posted in escrow on the proposed 
purchase would be kept on deposit 


This indicated subsiantial hopes 
bv the trio that the deal would go 
through ultimate! 

Hughes declares that he will not 
close any transactions at the time 
being Besides the Mever offer, 
he has been in receipt of a pro- 
0Sal b\ Malcoln Kingsberg. 
RKO theatre chief. as well as of 
fers by other outside interests 
wk Tapering $3,500 after last 
week's fine $8,500 

Odeon (Rank! (2,390; (35-$1.20 
“Passport to Pimlico EI 
Healthy $12.000 La week, 
“Home of Brave LA 4th wk), 
fine $10,000 _ 

Uptown ‘Loew 2.743; 40-70'— 
‘Edward, My Son MI-G) (2d wk 
Satisfactory $5.500 altel last 
week s fine $9 O0U. 


Pix Hypo Bally Stunts: ‘Lagoon 


before ! 
' bution fee. 


kditing | 


| among 
| Pennsylvania Ministerium between 





In D.C. Break: Jolson Pushes On 


the star, but 
show at any 
fairs on the plea 
Following day the 
down the publicity. 

Jolson left Sunday a.m., not stay- 


the singer failed to 
of the scheduled af- 
of exhaustion. 
papers toned 


Washington, Aug. 23. 
Keith’s theatre, RKO showcase, 
offering J. Arthur Rank’s “Blue 
Lagoon,” got some unusual pub- 
licity breaks last week. 
The theatre built a hut atop its 


marquee and hired a college stu- ing over until tonight (23) when 
dent, at $75 a week, to live in the “Jolson Sings Again” opens at the 
hut and pose on the marquee dur- Wood for an extended run. He also 


missed the ynal 


ing the run of the British tinter first Columbia nati 

He was lightly garbed as befitted Sa'es convention in several years, 

a Robinson Crusoe, and an oc- Which started yesterday (22) at the 

casional babe in sarong was sent Drake hotel. 

up to pose with him for the gap- 

ers and gawkers 20th’s ‘Doll'-Lux Tieup 
Stunt, which broke pictures in Twentieth-Fox capped its sus 

all the papers, was less than two tained ballyhoo drive this week by 

days old when the D. C. authori- setting a deal with the CBS radio 

ties ruled the hut was a “habita- network and Lever Bros. for a 

tion beyond the building line’ and giant “lux Girl” contest, which is 


to be run nationally from tomorrow 
(Thurs.) through Dec. 5. Contest, 


ordered the theatre to tear it down 
and to get the collegian back to his 


Euclid This rated more newspa- angled to find the country’s ‘“‘most 
per space, plugging the film into a_ beautiful 15-year-old girl’ ‘to cele- 
fat gross. brate the 15th anni of “Lux Radio 
ee a ee Theatre,” will be tied in with the 
Jolson Continues Bally in Chi Upcomimn 20th musical, “Oh, You 
Chicago, Aug. 23. Beautiful Do 
Al Jolson continued his mara- Contest is to be launched in 149 
thon activities last weekend in Chi- cities tomorrow, when CBS stations 
cago appearing on a raft of local launch a mass spot campaign to 
disk jockey shows, singing before inform the public of the search. 
100,000 people at the Chicago Mu-' Six local finalists in each city will 
sic Land Festival Saturday night be announced via a large ad, which 
(20) and turning away 10,000 peo- will plug the film and its star, June 
ple that tried to jam into the Have1 Ads and other display ma- 


terial will be distributed to grocery 
stores by Lever Bros. salesmen, as 
well as the CBS salesmen in each 
city 

\fter the public selects the local 
| Winners in each city, their pictures 
| will be sent to Hollywood for the 
final selection. Lux broadcast Oct. 
117 will plug the contest, and the 


Oriental theatre for his stage stint 
with George Jessel Saturday night. 
Chicago Railroad Fair designated 
Friday as “Al Jolson Day” with 
line of honorary titles bestowed on 


Rank’s Canadian Subsid 


To Distrib US EL Pix show on Nov. 21 will list the local 
oie winner in each of the 149 cities. 

Eagle Lion’s Hollywood-made re- After Miss Haver, Mark Stevens 
leases will henceforth be handled and W. L. Gordon, 20th casting 
jin Canada by Eagle Lion Films of director, pick the grand winner, 


Canada, Ltd., a J. Arthur Rank her name will be announced on the 





subsid Deal has been closed by | show Dec. 5, after which she will 
William J. Heineman, EL veepee receive a number of prizes, includ- 
heading distribution, which ing an all-expense trip to Holly- 
switches company’s product from} wood for a screen test and a tele- 
International Film _ Distributors. | vision test by CBS 

David Griesdorf, who formerly © — 


headed IIFD, recently resigned to 
head the Odeon Canadian chain as 
general manager. 

Understood that IFD is merging 
with EL of Canada. EL’s deal with 
its new Canadian distrib is similar 
to that with IFD in that it is a 
franchise proposition in which the 
Dominion distrib collects a distri- 
New pact takes effect | 








Featuring DOUGLAS 4 ENGINE LINERS 


‘LOS ANGELES. 99 


SAN FRANCISCO 
$28.75 


Sept. 5. 


2 Protestant Cults 


Use Pix Promotion 


Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 

Two large Protestant sects will 
use films to promote religious cam- | 
paigns. 

The United Lutheran Church has 
completed a new 45-minute sound 
film that is to be. distributed 
iis 620 churches in the 





CHICAGO 
AIRLINE RESERVATIONS 


TIMES SQUARE BRyant 9-6492 





15% West 42nd St. 


GRAND CENTRAL MUrray hill 7-6415 
509 Sth Avenue 


BROOKLYN MAin 5-5621 
Sept. 1 and Dee. 31. Entitled Hotel St. George, Clark St. 
Like a Mighty Army,” the film 


LA GUARDIA Hickory 6-0710 
tells the story of a lax small-town 














r - . U. S. Gov't appvd. Indep. Airtines 
congregation. It is intended to ; = eee 
give inspiration to hundreds of 











Lutheran laymen who will conduct | 
an intensive drive in the fall tol 
enlist new members. 

A $50,000 film, “Into the Good 
Ground,” is now in production at 
20th-Fox studios, New York, under 
the sponsership of the Presbyteri- 
an Board of Christian Education. | 
It is aimed to stimulate Bible study 
in the home, and is non-denomina- 
tional in subject. It will be re- 
leased late in September through 
ihe Religious Assn. The Rev. W. 
l.. Jenkins, of this city, general 
manager of the board's publication 
division is supervising production. 


SEE THE 16-PAGE 
PICTURE STORY 


“OSCARS 
IN REVIEW 


20 YEARS OF ACADEMY 
AWARDS, WITH PERSONAL 
COMMENTS BY 
WINNERS 





Walter Goetz’s Indie 

Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
Walter Goetz, nephew of William 
Goetz, has set up his own produc- 
tion company, with first pic to be 
Pleasant Trouble,” original com- | 
edyv by Milton Gunzburg, for which | 
he paid $25,000. 
He has no releasing commit- 
ments yet. | 
| 


NOW tn THE sepremaer 


Coronet j 

















—— = 


OUTDOOR f 





——- 


= 









Clift’s Next One 
Hollywood, Aug. 2%. 

Montgomery Clift returns to 
ifollywood in December to co-star | Rae tassel? i433 SERVICE FOR 
vith Walter Huston in ‘“Remi- | RARMReytiarycrn, 
niscences of a Cowboy” for Hori- | Gere RORIVE-IN THEATRES; 
zon Pictures. | 

Walter's son, John, wiil direct 
the film and co-produce it with 
Sam Spiegel for Columbia release. 









NOW SPECIALIZING ¥ 
REFRESHMENT IN REFRESHMENT 
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Season's Toughest Assignment: 


Find Your Favo 


rite Star, Program 





Usually at this time of year the* 
decks have been cleared for the, 
new broadcast season’s inaugural. , 
The all-important questions as 
“who is your competition, and with 
whom are you bracketed” had been 
resolved and the network aspirants { 
for bigger and _ better 
geared themselves accordingly. 

But not so this year. The jockey- 
ing among sponsors, agencies and < 
performers for better time 


loopers | 


seg- 


Hildegarde May Disk 


It now looks as if Hildegarde 
vill return to the airlanes in the 


all with a 15-minute’ cross-the- 
yoard show called ‘Tea With 
Hildegarde,” which will be tran- 
scribed. Anna Sosenko, her 


iger, wil! produce. 
Flexible format 





man- 


will permit for | 


ments continues unabated, with a guest celeb performances, inter- 
flock of question marks still sur- Views, Hildegarde commentary, 
singin’, ete. 


rounding nighttime segments. 

With perhaps three or four ex- 
ceptions, past years have found 
programs and personalities return- 
ing to ‘same time, same station, 
cashing in on listening habits. But 
when the fall season officially tees 
off next month, the four-network 
schedules will witness an unprece- 
dented upheaval in programming, 
seven nights a week, with many of 
the top stars not only switching to 
new times and new evenings, but 
different networks 





NBC Has Bigtime 





Garroway Plans 


NBC has ambitious plans 
Dave Garroway, now that interest 
in his Sunday night 


for 


video show 


The continuance of a “Lux Radio out of Chicago has snowballed into 


Theatre” in the Monday night 9 to 
10 CBS period or a Phil Harris re- , 
taining his Sunday night at 7:30 
NBC time is the rarity this season 
That’s why the trade will be 
watching the early Hoopers closely 
For it means inviting new listening 
habits on the part of the coast-to- 
coast audiences—and that’s tougher 
than breaking in a new format. 


WFIL Builds Package 
Promotion Service For 
Convention Peddling 


Philadelphia, Aug. 23. - 

A new “package promotion 
service designed for conventions 
and trade or amusement shows is 
being offered by WFIL and WFIL- 
TV. The title SRO (Standing Room 
Only) Pian cues the purpose 
boost public attendance at sche 
uled events. 

Through its SRO Plan, WFIL 
virtually provides an exploitation 
staff for subscribers. Extensive 
use is made of spot announcements, 
guest appearances on both radio 
and television programs are ar- 
ranged, and, if possible, entire pro- 
grams are slated for origination 
from the scene of action. 

Station also includes mention of 
the event in newspaper advertise- 
ments. An additional feature al- 
lows for reportorial press releases. 
Local flacks are watching the SRO 
Plan with undisguised alarm. 

WFIL and WFIL-TV conducted 
a trial run of the SRO Plan during | 
the recent National Office Man-— 
agement Assn.’s convention in Phil- 
adelphia. It was mutually regard- | 
ed as successful and drew a letter) 
of commendation from the Associa- | 
tion’s press relations chief. | 

Variations of the basic formula 
are now being prepared for poten- 
tial subscribers. | 


‘Luigi, ‘Make Believe,’ To 
Scram; Ponder Robt. Q. 


CBS will drop its “Life with 
Luigi’ package when the Red Skel- 
ton show tees off on its new home| 
grounds next month in the Sunday 
night slot. “Luigi,” packaged by 
Cy Howard, has been on since last 
September without a sponsor and 
CBS execs believe the show is too 
expensive to maintain on a sustain- , 
ing basis. 

Web will also drop ‘Make Be- 
lieve Town,” now aired from 3:30 
to 4 p.m. across the board, when 
the new Garry Moore show takes 
over that spot about the middle of 
next month. CBS is still undecid- 
ed on its future plans for comedian 
Robert Q. Lewis, who occupied the 
afternoon spot before taking over 
as sub for Arthur Godfrey during 
the latter’s vacation. 


to 
d- 








SKELLY OIL RENEWS DREIER 
e Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Skelly Oil renewed Alex Dreier 
newscasts on an NBC split web of 
24 stations for 52 weeks, starting 
Sept. 5. No changes—15 minute 
programs wil continue Monday 
through Friday at 7 a. m. (CDT), 
plus the 15 minute Saturday show, 
‘This Farming Business” at the 
game time. 

Henri, Hurst &’ McDonald agency 
handles. 


big dimensions. 
It’s another instance of a video 


click pointing up the radio poten- | 


tialities c.f a personality, and NBC 


| 


| 


now wants to give Garroway a big- | 


time AM whirl. 


Garroway’'s Chi-originating radio | 


airer, heard in the late Monday | 
night 11:30-midnight NBC seg- | 


ment, will be moved into the more 
attractive Saturday 
8 period starting Sept. 3. Latter 
time opens up when the present 
occupant, Pet Milk’s Vic Damone 
show, switches to Sunday night 
10:30. 

Despite the mounting audience 
reaction to Garroway’s TV stanza, 
NBC will continue to originate it 
from Chi in order to retain its 
present informal, unpretentious 
format. 





, TV Fears to Tread 


Where 
Chicago, Aug. 23. 


WENR has gone where TV can't 
station hopes. New- 
program, debuted Sun. (21), is 
titled “People’s Poetry” and hopes 
to record “the passing thoughts 


follow—the 
est 


evening 7:30-| 


| basis. 
; son, 


and emotions of the people” read | 


in “dramatie fashion” by 
Herb Newcomb. Poetry aired will 
be the original works of the listen- 
ers, backed by staffer music. 


emcee | 


i 


Comment of a WENR spokesman | 


was “Let’s see the TV boys match 
this one. 
exploring, and they’d have to add 
a brain surgeon to the camera 
crew.” 


| 


'a wholesale embracing of the air- 
We're going into mind | 


‘to the fact that it'll be either on 











KLZ News Saat 
| SHELDON PETERSON 


For two consecutive 
don Peterson has been a winner in | 
lthe Denver Press Club radio news- | 
|man's competition—the only Colo-| 


years, Shel- | 


rado radio newsman to altain this 
honor. 


KLZ, Denver. 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Guest Shots — 
Seems Passe’ 


| 

The days of the $5,000 to $7,500 | 
fees for guest radio shots are over. | 
With perhaps the single exception | 
of “Lux Radio Theatre,” with its 
top-coin budget, there isn’t a pro-| 
gram on the air that'll plunk| 
down that kind of coin for guest 
artists. (‘Telephone Hour” is pay- | 
ing $4,000 each for Ezio Pinza’s 
series of guesting, including last | 
week’s but that’s the exception). ®| 

Problem creates a poser for pix | 
personalities who in past years | 
have been circuiting the top air | 
shows on a. “money plus plug” | 
During the upcoming sea- |} 
Jolson, Bing Crosby and 
Berle, among others, will | 
shuttle the nighttime program | 
rosters to bally their films, but | 
those erstwhile $7,500 fees for Jol- 
son and Crosby will be missing. | 
In the case of all three, the coin! 
factor won't be a serious deterrent, 
with the “pix plugs at any cost” | 
opening up a number of shows at | 


Al 
Milton 


ja fee ranging from $1,000 to pos- | 
| sibly $2,500. 


Drop of pix b.o. is expected to cue | 


lanes by top film personalities this 
season. And they're all reconciled 


a cuffo or small fee basis. 








‘49-’50 Season Premieres 


Following is a list of the new and returning shows scheduled to 
tee off on the major radio networks during the next 10 days: 


AUG. 25 

Musical variety. 

Young & Rubicam agency. 

Domestic comedy starring Robert Young. 

General Foods. 
AUG. 27 
Audience participation. 


Meredith Willson Show. 
NBC. General Foods. 
Father Knows Best. 
Thursday, 8:30 p.m., NBC. 


Truth or Consequences. 
p.m., NBC. Procter & Gamble. 

Hollywood Star Theatre. 
Sustaining. 


Day in the Life of Dennis Day. 


9:30 p.m., NBC, Colgate. 


Harvest of Stars. Musical. 


tional Harvester. 


Drama. 


Ted Bates agency. 
AUG. 28 

Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 

McCann-Erickson. 

AUG. 29 


Thursday, 8 p.m. 


Benton & Bowles. 





Saturday, 8 
Compton agency. 
Saturday, 8:30 p. m., NBC. 


Situation comedy. Saturday, | 


NBC. Interna- 


Club 15. Musical. Monday through Friday, 7:30-7:45 p.m., CBS, 


Campbell Soup. 
Ed Murrow. 
Campbell Soup. 
Talent Scouts. Talent show. 
Tea. Young & Rubicam. 

Lux Radio Theatre. Drama. 
Bros. J. Walter Thompson. 

My Friend Irma. Comedy. 
Foote, Cone & Belding. 

Bob Hawk Show. 
CBS. 


News. 


Camel Cigarets. 


Ward Wheelock. 
Monday through Friday, 7.45-8 p.m. CBS, 
Ward Wheelock. 


NBC vs. CBS Fall Lineups 


Although the jockeying among sponsors for better ¢ 
ments is still going on in the face of wide open nighttime 


gaps, the 


'49-'50 competitive NBC-CBS program picture is taking shape. At 
the moment here's how it looks: 


SUNDAY 


CBS 
6:30 Our Miss Brooks 


7 Jack Benny 

7:30 Amos 'n’ Andy 

8 Edgar Bergen 

8:30 Red Skelton 

9 Helen Hayes 

9:30 Horace Heidt 

10 This Is Broadway (sustaining) 
10:30 This Is Broadway 


NBC 
6:30 Hollywood Calling 
{sustaining) 
7 Hollywood Calling 
7:30 Phil Harris-Alice Faye 
8 Sam Spade 
8:30 Theatre Guild 
9 Theatre Guild 
9:30 Album of Familiar Musie 
10 Take It-Leave It 
10:30 Pet Milk Serenade 


MONDAY 
CBS NBC 
7 Beulah 7 Frank Sinatra-Dorothy Kirsten 
7:15 Smith-Shore-Whiting 7:15 News of the World 
7:30 Club 15-Haymes 7:30 Sustaining 
7:45 Ed Murrow 7:45 H. V. Kaltenborn 
8 Inner Sanctum 8 Fred Waring 


8:30 Talent Scouts 

9 Lux Radio Theatre 
9:30 Lux Radio Theatre 
10 My Friend Irma 

10:30 Bob Hawk 


8:30 Firestone 

9 Bell Telephone Hour 

9:30 Band of America 

10 Carnation Contented Hour 

10:30 Screen Directors Playhouse 
(Sustaining) 


TUESDAY 


CBS 
Beulah 
15 Smith-Shore-Whiting 
-'30 Club 15-Haymes 
45 Ed Murrow 
8 Mystery Theatre 
8:30 Mr. & Mrs. North 
9 We, the People 
9:30 Pays To be Ignorant 
(sustaining) 


~I +] +I +] 


10 Hit the Jackpot 
10:30 Sustainer (not set) 


WEDN 


CBS 
7 Beulah 
7:15 Smith-Shore-Whiting 
7:30 Club 15-Haymes 
7:45 Ed Murrow 
8 Mr. Chameleon 
8:30 Dr. Christian 
9 Groucho Marx 
9:30 Bing Crosby 


NBC 
Sinatra-Kirsten 
15 News of the World 
30 Sustaining 
45 Kaltenborn 
Cavalcade of America 
30 Alan Young 
Bob Hope 
:30 Fibber & Molly 


COS SC «3 =) ~) +] 


10 Big Town 

10:30 People Are Funny 
ESDAY 

NBC 

7 Sinatra-Kirsten 

7:15 News of the World 
:30 Sustaining 
‘45 Kaltenborn 
This Is Your Life 
‘30 Great Gildersleeve 
Break the Bank 
9:30 Mr. District Attorney 


Coc +) +! 


10 Burns & Allen 10 Big Story 
10:30 Sustainer 10:30 Curtain Time 
THURSDAY 
CBS NBC 
7 Beulah 7 Sinatra-Kirsten 
7:15 Smith-Shore-Whiting 7:15 News of the World 
7:30 Club 15-Haymes 7:30 Sustaining 
7:45 Ed Murrow 7:45 Kaltenborn 
8 FBI In Peace & War 8 Aldrich Family 
8:30 Mr. Keen 8:30 Father Knows Best 
9 Suspense 9 Screen Guild Players 
9:30 Crime Photographer 9:30 Duffy’s Tavern 


10 Hailmark Playhouse 
10:30 First Nighter (may cancel) 


10 Perry Como 
10:30 Dragnet (sustainer) 


FRIDAY 
CBS NBC 
7 Beulah 7 Sinatra-Kirsten 
7:15 Smith-Shore-Whiting 7:15 News of the World 
7:30 Club 15-Haymes 7:30 Sustaining 
7:45 Ed Murrow 7:45 Kaltenborn 


8 The Goldbergs 
8:30 My Favorite Husband 


9 Joan Davis 
9:30 Breakfast With Burrows 


| 8 Ethel Merman (sustaining) 

‘, 8:20 Henry Morgan (sustaining) 
‘| 8:40 Martin & Lewis 

9 Life of Reilly 

9:30 Jimmy Durante 


(Sustaining) 10 Dr. I.Q. 
10 Sustainer (not set) $10:30 Biil Stern 
10:30 Sustainer (not set) } Pro & Con (sustainer) 
SATURDAY 


CBS 
7 Sustainer (net set) 
7:30 Vaughn Monroe 
8 Gene Autry 
8:30 Philip Marlowe (sustainer) 
9 Gangbusters 
9:30 Tales of Fatima 
10 Sing It Again (15 mins. sold) 
10:30 Sing It Again 


NBC 
7 NBC Symphony (sustaining) 
7:30 Dave Garroway (sustaining) 
8 H’wood Star Theatre 
8:30 Truth or Consequences 
9 Hit Parade 
9:30 Dennis Day 
10 Judy Canova 
10:30 Grand Ole Opry 





en 





OLD GOLD AMATEURS 
RE-SIGN FOR ABC SLOT 


Old Gold this week picked up its 
option with ABC fcr an additional 


52 weeks on the “Original Amateur | 
Show will continue in the | 


Hour.” 
Thursday nights at 9 slot. with the 
new contract effective Sept. 29. 
Agency for OG is Lennen & 


Mitchell. 


Monday, 8:30 p.m., CBS. Lipton’s 


Monday, 10 p.m. 


Audience Participation, 
William Esty. 


Mondays, 9 p.m. CBS. Lever 


CBS. Lever Bros. 


Monday, 10:30 p.m, 


AUG. 30 


Cavaleade of America. 
DuPont. BBD&O. 


SEPT. 1 
Drama. 


FBI In Peace and War. 
ter & Gamble. Biow agency. 

Suspense. Drama. 
Newell-Emmett. 


Historical drama. 


Thursday, 9 p.m. 


Tuesday, 8 p.m. NBC. 


Thursday, 8 pm. CBS. Proec- 


CBS. Electric Auto-Lite. 


SEPT. 2 


Goldbergs. Domestic comedy. 
Foods. Young & Rubicam. 
My Favorite Husband. 


eral Foods. Young & Rubicam. 


Comedy. 


Friday, 8 p.m. CBS. General 


Friday, 8:30 pm. CBS. Gen- 


NBC, which has virtually clinched 
the television version of the pro- 
gram from DuMont starting this 
fall, had also been pitching for the 
AM show, along with CBS. 








IBEW Wins WJPA Decision 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 23. 


: As a result of a Labor Relations 
Board election recently, WJPA, in 


‘nearby Washington. Pa., must ne- 


gotlate with International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers not only 
for engineers, but also for an- 
nouncers. 

This is the first competition in 
this district that AFRA has had for 
the spielers, since all of them have 
A FRA as their bargaining body. 
Engineers here are the only IBEW 
membets. 


Top Promotion Job Due 
On ‘Lux Radio Theatre’ 
For Airer’s 15th Anni 


Lever Bros. is all set to cash in 
on the initial payoff from CBS for 
continuing the top Hooperated 
“Lux Radio Theatre” as a Colum- 
bia attraction, instead of succumb- 
ing to NBC's recent blandish- 
ments. In a four-way tieup with 
Lever, J. Walter Thompson 4p 
20th-Fox, CBS and all its affiliates 
are doing a top-promotion job in 
connection with the 15th anni of 
the Lux 60-minute dramatic airer. 

Lux girl contest gets under way 
this week, in a bid to find the “na- 
tion’s most beautiful 15-year-old 
girl.” Contest will continue to 
Dec. 5, with local winners to be 
picked in each of the 194 CBS af- 
filiate cities and the grand win- 
ner to get film and video tests, = 
addition to some fabulous prizes. 

Contest ties in with 20th-Foxs 
upcoming musical, “Oh, You Beau 
tiful Doll,’ with June Haver, stat 
of the pic, to judge the final selec- 
tion and hosting the winner. Lat 


iter will also do a Lux guest shot. 


ime s$eg- { 
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GIVEAWAY FIGHT LINES DRAWN 





Back to Show Biz 


The FCC crackdown on giveaways can and probably will be 


stalled legally for many months, maybe years 


and possibly be- 


yond the time that the something-for-nothing vogue has run its 


course. 
jf you can spell c-a-t it’s vaci 


Thus, as a practical curb on giving you a house and lot 


uous; but theoretically it may 


achieve a more positive purpose of channeling radio shows and 
showmanship back on the beam. 


The return to entertainment and giving the chill to the deep- 


freeze giveaways is a good idea, 
seven 


the politicos. Look how hot 
things for certain D. C. geezers. 


There will be prolonged pros 


economic curbs and encroachment on the 
ain networks 


especially as it might affect cert 


both for the kilocycles and for 


deep-freezers have made 


and cons on both the issues of 
freedom of the air, 
in greater or lesser 


degree. But the more positive note that emerges is the hope that 
AM and TV broadcasters will be sparked into thinking more 
positively about shows with entertainment instead of jackpots. 


The picture business’ nadir in 


was marked by banko, bingo, Ford giveaways, and the like. 

too soon for 
heading 
The FCC edict may have come just in time. Abel. 


time prosperity didn’t come 
aways might appear to be 
curbed. 


the mid-1930s depression period 
War- 
some, and radio give- 
toward similar crisis unless 





Point at Issue: Can FCC Invoke 


Lottery Law 


Washington, Aug. 23 

Major question involved in 
FCC’s authority to impose rules 
banning giveaways is whether the 
agency appropriated to itself 
powers Claimed to reside in the 
Dept. of Justice. Commissioner 
Frieda Hennock, lone dissenter to 
the majority decision, thought FCC 
had no right to administer the lot- 
tery laws without ‘‘a specific man- 
date’ from Congress. | 

The FCC ban on giveaways was 
based on a section of the Criminal 
Code which was formerly Section 
316 of the Communications Act. 
During oral arguments last Oc- 
tober before the Commission 
Bruce Bromley, special counsel for 
ABC on the lottery proceedings. 
contended Section 316 was purely 
a penal statute to impose the same 
penalties on radio stations for 
broadcasting lotteries as is applied 
1o newspapers for carrying adver- 
fisements of lotteries. Congress 
intended the penalties to be im- 
posed, he said, only ‘“‘upon con- 
viction.’ 

Violations of Section 316, Brom- | 
ley asserted, were to be _ prose- 


cuted, along with other criminal | 
statutes, solely by the Dept. of | 
Congress delegated no) 
power to the FCC to enforce the. 


Justice. 


(Continued on page 38) 


Campana Puilout 


To Cost CBS 4006 


Campana may pull out of “First 
Nighter,” the CBS Thursday night 
at 10 show, at the end of the cur- 
rent cycle Sept. 29. Heard on 
limited network of 70 stations, the 
pullout would dent Columbia's bill- 
ings to the tune of $400,000. 

Campana has until the end of 
this month to act officially on its 
option, but has already intimated 
that it won't renew. Fact that the 
client has been riding along with 
the stanza for a solid year led the 
sales boys to believe that it was 
in the bag for another whirl. 

Program originates out of Chi 
and has been a Campana on-and- 
off perennial. 


MCA ‘DIVORCEMENT’ 
SPLITS AM-TV SETUPS 


Musie Corp. of America is re- 
Vamping its radio and television 
setup. Both departments are be- 
ing separated with David “Sonny” 
Werblin coordinating activities of 








both. Hal Hackett has been named 
head of radio while Herb Rosen- 
thal has been put in charge of 
Video. 


Divorcement 


of both depart- 


ments hasn’t yet been put into ef- 
fect inasmuch as some of the MCA 
personnel are working in both sec- 
However, plan will be fully 
effective in the early fall. 


tors. 


ccc 


Without Mandate? 


Disguised Joy 

Radioites were surprised by 
the daily newspaper splash 
given to the FCC's decision on 
giveaways. All of the N. Y, 
metropolitan dailies gave the 
story top billing Saturday (20) 
and have been keeping up a 
steady stream of news and edi- 
torial comment. 

While appreciating the news 
breaks, many broadcasters 
think that the dailies were 
venting their old = anti-radio 
bias. They point out that while 
giveaway shows on radio are 
being threatened by the FCC, 
newspaper ads with giveaway 
angles will go right on being 
published. 








Mar in & Lewis, 


Merman, Morgan 


+ 


i fident that by the time the 





REACTION OF 


By GEORGE 


The FCC's long-overdue 
down on giveaway 
erally regarded 
healthy 


ROSEN 
crack- 


shows is gen- 
as one of the most 
things that’s happened to 
the industry in years 

Some of the industry's top brass 
including network execs, while not 
In a position to come right out and 
Say sO because of advertiser sensi 
tivities, are hopeful that the Gov- 
ernment agency's edict will mark 
the “beginning of the end” so far 
as the giveaway show is concerned 

The more § alert 
more interested in “giving radio 
back to show business frankly 
confess that they don't like and 
never did like the giveaway shows 
but that they've been driven into 
them by the competition. 


broadeasters, 


They envision a protracted court 
hattle to test the FCC's 
rule on programming and are con 


right to 


iwswsue 
comes out of the courts the give 
away fad will have passed. They're 
also contident that thev’ll win the 
court fight, thus permitting them 
to “have their cake and eat it too,” 


/as one key broadcaster put it 


| 


'sold, is 
| Rigid enforcement of the 
| promulgated FCC 


| quences,” 


Comedy Parlay 


' secret that those within the mem- 


NBC's split-time experiment in 
programming, bracketing three 20- 


,minute stanzas within an hour, is 


creating considerable trade watch- 
fulness, since it may spark a 
wholesale trend away from the 
traditional half-hour slotting. 

With the Friday night 8 to 9 
period open, NBC is now planning | 
a comedy parlay utilizing three of 
its most costly sustainers for the 
60-minute segment. These will in- 


, clude the Ethel Merman Show, the 


Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis program 
and Henry Morgan. All three face 
dispossession when the regular 
season commercials return. 

On top of 
parlav. NBC envisions a Sunday 
night 11 to 12 sequencing of “My 
Good Wife,” “Dragnet” and Dick 

(Continued on page 44) 


Stordahl Orchestra ra Off 
Sinatra Airer for Ist 
Time; Green to Baton 


When Frank Sinatra costars with 
Dorothy Kirsten on his upcoming 
cross-the-board Lucky Strike even- 
ing strip on NBC (in the ex-Ches- 
terfield “Supper Club” 7-7:15 time), 
he'll be minus Axel Stordahl’s orch 
for the first time since he hit the 
bigtime radio sweepstakes. How- 
ever. the Sinatra-Stordahl combo 
will continue on recordings.) 

Johnny Green's orch, which did 
the original audition record which 
sold American Tobacco prez Vin- 
cent Riggio on the whole idea will 
background the show permanently. 

It's reported Stordah]. figuring 
in the initial negotiations balked 
at the coin that was offered him. 





| beating as the 


ABC, with millions of dollars in 
billings at stake with its “Stop the 
Music,” “Break the Bank” and 
multiple varieties of 
Liveaways, 
its court battle. retaining one of 
the nation’s top law firms, Cravath, 
Swain & Moore 

CBS prexy Frank Stanton also 
announced Monday (22) that Co- 


lumbia will join in. in seeking 
judicial review. CBS has just sold 
part of its “Sing It Again,” after 


trying for a year, and has a big 
coin stake in the DeSoto-sponsored 


“Hit the Jackpot.” 
NBC Involved 
NBC, due to inherit “Break the 


Bank” this fall on behalf of Bris- 
tol-Myers, and with a half-hour of 
its “Hollywood Calling” already 
expected to follow. suit. 
newly- 
rules would also 
j; affect such established 
{cial airers as “Truth or Conse- 
thus giving NBC a vital 
| billings stake in the ultimate out- 
come. 

In actor and writing circles, the 
FCC crackdown was greeted with 
virtual rejoicing. It’s hardly a 


bership ranks of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists and 
Radio Writers Guild took a 
giveaway 
spread. Actors who a few years 
ago were in constant demand and 
(Continued on page 38) 





Flock of Guinea Pigs 


the Friday comedy | 


' validity of its rules. 


If FCC Wants To 


Force Giveaway Test 


Washington, Aug. 23. 
If networks and stations con- 
tinue 
grams after Oct. 1 to force a court 
test, FCC will have a big choice of 
guinea pigs in determining the 
On Nov. 1], li- 


‘censes of all AM stations operating 


on the frequencies 640kc 


through 
900kce, except 740ke. expire. Ap- 
plications must be made 60 days 
in advance. 

Whether the Commission would 
place all violating stations in this 
frequency range on temporary 


status pending a test of the rules 
has not been determined but some 
station or stations would have 


their licenses held up and hearings 
ordered to determine whether the 
lotterv rules were being violated. 
Among the stations whose three- 
year licenses come up for renewal 
at the time the giveway ban takes 
effect are WNBC, WJZ. WCBS and 
WOR in New York. in addition to 
many other network and non-net- 
work clear channel stations 

One possibility is that the Com- 
mission may place “on temporary 
one station of each web to cover 
the various types of giveaways. 


| 


sponsored | 
has already blueprinted | 


commer- | 





NBC Experiments With ‘Mood Monday’ 
TRADE MIYFR Night Idea Based On Solid Music Setup 





The ‘Unholy’ Three 


Major rap among the pack- 
age boys, should the FCC give- 
away edict get official court 
backing, will be taken by Lou 
Cowan and the Mark Goodson 
Bill Todman combo 
of their lucrative operations is 
the telephonic giveaway 

Cowan has been raking it in 
with his “Stop the Music,” now 
in its second vear on a “sold 
out” basis, and also has pack- 
aged NBC’s new “Hollywood 
Calling,” 30 minutes of which 
has been sold to Gruen Watch 

The Goodson-Todman stake 
includes such coin-earners as 
“Hit the Jackpot Winner 
Take All,” “Stop the Music” 
(in association with Cowan), 
“Beat the Clock, Time’s A 
Wastin’ ” and “Spin to Win 


Capitol Hill 
Feeling Mixed 
On Giveaways 


Washington, Aug. 23. 
The FCC ban on_=e giveaways 
brought mixed reactions vesterday 
(22) on Capitol Hill but in one im- 
portant quarter—the Senate Com- 
mittee on Interstate & Foreign 
Commerce—the agency was com- 
mended for stepping in on the 
money shows, even though there 
was doubt as to its authority 
Chairman Edwin C. Johnson 
(D.-Colo.) said he was glad the FCC 
acted. “I think they had the duty 
act,” he told Variety, “but | 
don’t know whether they had the 
authority.” He thought a court test 
is needed to determine whether the 
lottery laws are being violated 
Sen. Johnson was of the opinion 
the giveaway shows have been go- 
ing altogether too far. ‘They have 
taken on the aspects of the Pyramid 
Clubs,” he said. “It has seemed to 
me these programs got out of hand 
and the FCC was forced to do 


Kevstone 





'something about it,” he declared. 


terrific | 
fever | 


“Whether the Commission went too 
far,’ he said, “I do not know.” 

On the House side, Chairman 
Robert Crosser (D., Ohio) of the 
Committee on Interstate & Foreign 
Commerce admitted he was not 
well acquainted with the giveaway 
shows, except that he liked to test 


|his wits by listening to quiz pro- 


broadcasting giveaway pro- | 


grams. Of course, he said, there 
can be no moral justification for 
programs which violate the lottery 
rules. However, he preferred not 
to “prejudge” the action of the 
FCC until he had studied the mat- 
ter. 

One of the more extreme views 
of the FCC action was taken by 
Rep. Richard B. Wigglesworth (R.- 
Mass.), a member of the House 

(Continued on page 38) 


Brass Tacks Season 
Prepped by John Karol 
For Radio Exec Club 


Radio Executives Club will kick 


off its °49-'50 season, with John 
Karol, CBS sales exec, at the helm 
Karol is blueprinting a semester 


devoid of circus overtones and 
frills, preferring a bi-weekly lunch- 
eon agenda that gets down to brass 
tacks on what makes radio and 
tele click in the current competi- 
tive era. 

Top execs of General 
Procter & Gamble, General Elec- 
tric, the Assn. of Wational Adver- 
tisers, etc., have been booked for 
talks, along with Lowell Thomas. 
and while the humor department 
won't be bypassed, either Fred 
Allen or Arthur Godfrey will take 
the rostrum for a tradey exposition 


Foods 


of “What’s cooking in the AM-TV. 


comedy realm.” 


a - -¢ 


NBC is experimenting with its 
Monday night program schedule, 
in a bid to make a dent in the 
opposition CBS audience pull 
For some years Columbia has 


ruled the Monday Hooper roost, 
notably through its “Lux Radio 
Theatre and surrounding Arthur 
Godfrey and “My Friend Irma” 


shows NBC has been out of the 
picture completely 

NBC now plans to turn Monday 
into a solid musical evening on 
the theory that if sustained mood 
programming can pay off on CBS, 
for example, on the Thursday 
night crime-suspense lineup, why 
can’t NBC duplicate it in terms of 
music? 

Maneuver involves the switch- 
over of several commercial airers, 
with Fred Waring’s General Elec- 
tric program scheduled to move 
from Thursday at 10 into the Mon- 
day at 8 time (now that “Cavalcade 
of America” is moving to Tuesday 
at 8): with Cities Service's “Band 
of America” switching from Friday 
to Monday 9:30, and Carnation’s 
Contented Hour” transferring 
trom Saturday evening to Monday 
at 10 

llere’s how the Monday 
lineup shapes up for NBC 

7-7:15—Frank Sinatra - Dorothy 
Kirsten Lucky Strike show, 

8-8:30—Fred Waring 

$:30-9—Firestone Show 

9-9:30—Bell Telephone Hour 

9:30-10—"“Band of America.” 

10-10:30—Carnation “Contended 
Hour.” 


night 


Chevalier Show 
In Mutual Fold 


The Maurice Chevalier’s “This 
Is Paris’ show, transcribed in Paris 
and on the Riviera, is folding upon 
conclusion of its initial 26-week 
cycle. Efforts of Mutual to make 
the show pay off (it has a $5,000 
weekly production nut), were un- 
successful and last broadcast is 
scheduled for Sept. 22. 

Mutual was selling the show lo- 
cally, with D’Orsy Perfume and 
French Travel Bureau picking up 
the tab in the New York (WOR) 
market. With the exception of 
three or four other markets, how- 
ever, the program was carried sus- 
taining. 

Show was produced by Ray Mor- 
gan with U. S. talent, including co- 
producers Bill Robson (who quit 
CBS on the Coast to join the outfit 
abroad), and Sam Pierce, identified 
with many of the top airers in this 
country. Pierce returns next 
month, with Robson possibly stay- 
ing over to join Morgan in a new 
radio venture tied in with the Mar- 
shall Plan. 


‘PLAYHOUSE’ LIKELY TO 
LAND SPONSORED SPOT 


There’s a strong passibility that 
NBC's “Four-Star Playhouse,” the 
Cosmopolitan mag series alternat- 
ing Fred MacMurray, Rosalind 
Russell, Loretta Young and Robert 
Cummings in lead roles, will get 
a permanent berth this fall under 
commercial auspices. Web reports 
client nibbles that are expected to 
land “Playhouse” in the payoff 
column, 

Program is currently doing sum- 
mer sustainer duty in the Sunday 
at 8 period, facing eviction when 
Wildroot’s “Sam Spade” moves 
into the time from CBS. 


What Scholars? 


Washington. 





Editor, VARIETY: 
Thanks very much for the ‘Show- 
management) key. I say in all 


sincerity that I value it more than 

the one which the U. of Alabama 
handed me some 30 years ago 

However, I am afraid VARIETY 

will have some difficulty in making 

scholars out of its jackpot winners. 
Clifford J. Durr. 

Former FCC Commissioner 
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YOU DON’T HAVE-T0 SUGARCOAT YOUR 
PUBLIC SERVICE SHOW, SEZ SCHWERIN 





The Schwerin System’s testing of 
public service programs shows 
them as far from a lost cause. The 
organization has tested nearly 50 
different editions of shows of this 
proving conclusively that 
qualitative research can make a 
solid contribution in this area. 

The essential purpose of a pub- 
lic service program is to transmit 
information or ideas to the listen- 
ing audience. Its problem is to do 
this in an interesting and enter- 
taining wa} 

“With a few exceptions, proper 
techniques for putting across ideas 
are customarily neglected or mis- 
used in public service shows,” Hor- 
ace Schwerin says. “We hear a 
lot, for instance, about ‘sugar- 
coating’ such ideas. Actually, our 
tests have frequently revealed that 
dislike for the material meant to 
serve as sugar-coating was the 
main reason for the failure of some 
of the programs studied.” 

Defining the kind of subjects that 
listeners want to hear treated has 
proved to be one of the Schwerin 
System’s services to programs of 
The nature and range of 

topics vary for differ- 

Oiten, a program 1s 


type, 


this type. 
Salisiactors 
ent shows. 


(Seventh in a series dealing with 
the Schwerin System’s findings on 
each of 17 leading types of pro- 
grains and commercials in what is 
probably the most comprehensive 
effort yet made in qualitative radio 
TESear cit. 3 


found to have set its sights too 
low—the “sugar-coating” concept 
applied to choice of subject. 

On one public service program 
extensively studied, the test audi- 
ences were asked to choose from a 
list of subjects the ones they would 
most like to hear dealt with in the 


future. The heavier subjects on 
tre list were selected more than 
twice as often as the lighter ones. 
When tested, editions having to do 


with the heavier subjects were 
markedly better liked than those 
dealing with the lighter ones. 

A number of editions of another 
educational prograin were tested 
The subjects fell into two broad 
classes: timely topics, and those 
of longterm interest. The lat- 
ter proved to be better received. 
the editions concerned with sub- 
jects of longterm interest having a 
Schwerin average score seven 
points higher than the others. 

Presentation Method 

« As is the case with news pro- 
grams, the Schwerin System’s big- 
gest single service to public serv- 
ice programs has been in outlining 
the methods of presentation that 
will make each show most inter- 
esting and effective. 

One show tested used dramas to 
put over the information it wanted 
to get across. The Schwerin Sys- 
tem tested three different dramatic 
methods for this program—narra- 
tive bridges between scenes by 

(Continued on page 44) 





More hesedies Use 1-Min. 
Pic Trailers on Radio 
Shows for Theatre Deals 


Production of one-minute film 
trailers to ptug local and network 
radio shows is on the rise, with 
three New York ad agencies now 
using this new plugging technique. 
Initiated by Compton, the method 
has been picked up by Benton & 
Bowles and Dancer, Fitzgerald & 
Sample, with the Biow agency also 
planning to turn out the short 
shorts to boost their clients’ top 
radio shows. 

Trailers, produced for about $1.- 
500, are distributed to local outlets 
which make their own deals with 
theatre operators. In return for 
exhibiting the films, the theatres 
set plugs on the stations carrying 
the given program. An average 
of about 300 theatres, located in 
key listening areas, have been en- 
tering into such deals. 

Compton is currently turning out 
a trailer on one of its soap operas 
Originated by Joe Fields, Comp- 
ton’s assistant press director, films 
comprise brief sequences of the 
program which are shot in broad- 
cast studios. Previous trailers were 
made on “Truth or Consequences,” 
“Breaktast in Hollywood” and on 
Lowell Thomas. 





Dickman’s NCCJ Appt. 


Baltimore, Aug. 23. 

John J. Dickman, exec of WBAL, 
Baltimore, has been appointed di- 
rector of the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews. He'll take 
charge of the NCCJ’s inter-group 
relations program in this area and 
will manage the local area’s fund- 
raising campaign for the organiza- 
tion. 

Dickman was with WBAL for 11 
vears as head of the outlet’s public 
service and television program- 
ming. 


WBT ENGINEERS PICKET 





BUT REMAIN ON JOB 


Greensboro, N. C., Aug. 23. 

Engineers of WBT threw up 
picket lines around their studios 
but did not walk off the job. The 
demonstration followed another 
failure to reach agreement on a 
new contract between the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
Engineers (AFL) and Jefferson 
Standard Broadcasting Co., opera- 
tor of WBT. 

There was no interruption of 
broadcasting, but two pickets bear- 
ing signs paraded at entrances to 
the studios. The previous union 
contract, which union spokesmen 
said affected about 18 persons, ex- 
pired March 1 and negotiations 
over a new one broke down. The 
engineers voted to stay on the job 
pending new talks. 

Negotiations were resumed with 
a federal conciliator but ended in 
disagreement over a_ discharge 
clause, and the engineers voted to 
begin picketing. A union spokes- 
man said there was no dispute over 
wages, but rather over the com- 
pany’s firing rights. 


Twin Cities Gets Third 
50,000-Watter (WDGY) 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 

WDGY here will go on the air 
with 50,000 watts power Wednes- 
day (24). Station has been testing 
new equipment several months, got 
final okay last week from FCC. 

It will operate at 50,000 from 6 
a.m. to sundown, then reducing to 
25,000 from sundown to midnight. 
Up to now, station has been operat- 
ing days only. To fill extra pro- 
gram hours. it will 
musicians, four or 
three engineers and two or three 
announcers to staff. 

Programing will be mostly folk 
and western stuff, with Wally Rudd 
as musical director. 

New equipment is odd, in that 
nine towers south ot town are ar- 
ranged to beam station’s signal 
northward, sending much weaker 
signal south, in order to avoid con- 
ict with other stations on 1130 
frequency. 

, There’s been talk of network af- 

fliliation, but station is now plan- 
ning only local programs. It is 
third 50-kilowatter in Twin Cities, 
WCCO and KSTP already broad- 
casting with that power. 








Camel Goes It Solo 
On Cubs; Other Biz 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

WIND. Chi, reported Cubs night 
baseball games will be solely spon- 
sored by Camel cigs, with the re- 
cent bowout of Walgreens. Spon- 
sors formerly alternated arc tilts: 
five minute newscasts. six a week, 
for Madewell Bedding through 
Kapps agency; Carmen Cavallaro 
transcribed show, 10 minutes, for 
Amalgamated Tailors through Art 
LLinick agency, and announcements 
for Universal Stoves through 
Christiansen agency, 

WGN, Chi, reported Williamson 
Candy will sponsor the once-week- 
iv 30 minute “True Detective Mys- 
teries” for 52 weeks through Au- 
brey, Moore & Wallace agency: 
National Clothing will bankroll 
“Behind the Story,’ a 13 minute. 
five a week, for 52 weeks through 
Kaufman & Associates: and an- 


nouncements for Grove’ Labs 
through Gardner agency; Quaker 
Oats through Sherman & Mar- 


quette agency: and Chi Coal Mer- 
chants Assn., through Gebhardt & 
, Brockson agency. 


add _ seven | 
five singers. | 
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“HARRY SALTER 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 


KEYD IN TOUCHY SPOT 
WITH ALCOHOL PANEL 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 

KEYD Sunday (21) presented 
state liquor control commissioner 
Dudley C. Ericson in panel discus- 
sion on “The Alcohol Problem and 
Advertising.” which happens to be 
a touchy subject here. Others on 
panel included Harry N. Owen, 
farm paper editor, and Mrs. Hil- 
dur Archer, Minnesota Grange lec- 
turer. Program was 10th in a se- 

ries on the alcohol problem pre- 
sented over KEYD by United Tem- 
perance Movement of Minnesota. 

Liquor advertising in Twin 

Cities has been a much-watched 
| subject. Daily papers in Minne- 
| apolis refuse ads and radio sta- 
| tions have been watching discus- 

sions in the east. 

Feeling is that if networks per- 
mit drink commercials, local sta- 
tions will go along, with show of 
reluctance. Thus far their liquor 

plugs have been restricted to a 

couple of breweries. Minneapolis 

Brewing Co., for instance, for 

years has sponsored Bob De 
'Haven’s “Friendly Fred’ disk 
jockey show on WCCO, a very 
popular six-nights-a-week feature. 

Ericson discussed Minnesota 
laws governing liquor advertising, 
and made no special pitch one 
way or the other. 

Radio here appears reluctant to 
touch liquor commercials, fearing 
|}comparison with Cowles-owned 
newspapers, which over the years 

have profited by refusal to take 
| liquor advertising. At one time, 
it is remembered, papers refused 
| to take ads for corn lune record, 

“Rye Whisky.” 


Swift to Use ‘Club’ Cast 
In Sales Meeting Pitch 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Swift & Co., using the “Break- 
fast Club” cast, is planning a one- 
shot fanfare sales meeting for the 
|ABC audience Oct. 1. J. Walter 
Thompson agency. which handles 
the Don MeNeill troupe for Swift, 
is pitching hard to clear enough 
net outlets for the 15 minutes show, 
to be aired earlier than the regular 
Club program. 








~ . ° ‘ | 
Swift will use company execs in 


a sales kickoff for its sausages, 
plan being to let the listening 
public eavesdrop on an old fash- 
ioned, “whoop it.up for Rutgers” 
stvle of selling campaign. A JWT 


spokesman said: “With entertain- 
ment. its a floor show with sales 
sock.” 


TRINITY UNIV. SERIES 
San Antonio, Aug. 23 
Various Texas radio stations are 
now airing weekly dramas recorded 
by Trinity University student ac- 
tors made in the speech studios 
and broadcast from magnetic tape 
This coming fall, the school has 
announced thorough courses will 
be offered in radio announcing, 
newcasting, writing and production 





Houston — Tom Franklin has 
been appointed program director 


of KXYZ. owned and operated by 
Glenn MeCarthly. Franklin is a 
veteran in radio, television and 
films on the west coast. 


Wednesday, August 24, 1949 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Radio producer on a busman’s holiday: Lester Gottlieb (CBS) being 











‘interviewed on Albany station while vacationing at Totem Lodge .. 
| Barrett F. Welch appointed director of research for N. Y. office of 
| Foote, Cone & Belding. ...Rod Erickson named supervisor of operations 
‘for radio and video at Young & Rubicam ...William Greene new to 
| “Romance of Helen Trent” cast... . Klock Ryder joins “Backstage Wife” 
|... Jackie Grimes added to “Front Page Farrell” Most heard com. 
ment in wake of FCC giveaway edict: “Got any ideas for shows?”... 
| Joe Gottlieb checking out of Harry S. Goodman transcription Operas 
| tion .Whatever became of: Doug Coulter, who exited Foote, Cone & 
| Belding as radio director first of the year? Ditto Phil Carlin, ex. 
| program veepee at Mutual?....Mary Lou Forster doing the spot com. 
| mercials for the fall campaign for Robert Hall clothes Treva Frazee 
featured on ‘“‘Modern Romances” Friday (26) Bennet Korn to WNEW 
|as sales department account exec Campbell-Ewald agency has ape 
pointed W. Arthur Fielden as head of Detroit office radio-TV dept... .. 
Actor Jack Lloyd, vacationing in Hollywood, produced and directed a 
half-hour drama for the U. S. State Dept.’s “Voice of America” series 
last week between appearances on “Make Believe Town” “The Green 

| Lama,” “The Joan Davis Show” and others. 
| Three network shows snubbed the FCC by shelling out their big 
| jackpot prizes soon after the anti-giveaway ukase was handed dowy 
| Friday (19). Topping them all ABC’s “Stop the Music” poured out a 
| $26,000 fortune in merchandise and bonds to a Missouri housewife, 
Mrs. Dorothe Pappenfort, Sunday night (21). Other participants also 
won heavily on ABC’s “Break the Bank” and CBS’ “Winner Take All,” 
both on Friday. The prizes on these shows, however, amount only to a 
picayune couple of thousand ...Dr. William O. Walker, director of 
research for Ansul Chemical Co., appears on Watson Davies’ “Adven- 
ure in Science” program (CBS) Saturday (27) from Chicago. He’ll 
trace history of fire and fire fighting from early days Ralph Weil, 
WOV manager, off Friday (19) for week’s vacation in Wisconsin, mixed 
with a dash of business in Chicago Transcription facilities of WOV 
in Rome are being used by Dorothy and Dick Kolimar for recording 
their WOR broadcasts from Italy, and last month were utilized to 
transcribe voices of Italy’s ““Boys Town” boys for March of Time fea- 
ture....Nelson Case back in N. Y. after a five-week acting binge on 
the strawhat circuit and went into his 11th year of P&G announcing 
Monday (22) on the Lowell Thomas CBS program Giveaway impre- 
sario Bill Todman was snubbed on the street by a radio colleague with 
the crack: “You're illegal”....Martha Deane returned to WOR Monday 
(22) after four-week vacation .Alice Reinhart (Mrs. Les Tremayne) 
off tomorrow (Thurs.) to attend the AFRA convention in Hollywood.... 
Colliers mag readying a piece on WOR'’s “Big Joe.” 

With Bill Gittinger back, John Karol shedding CBS sales cares for 
several weeks in Nantucket....Bob Heller to pasture in upper New 
York state for a month. 


'IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Chet Brouwer is being transferred to Chicago by Aver to be the 
agency contact on Sealtest sponsorship of “Kukla, Fran and Ollie.” 
Glenhall Taylor remains in Hollywood to keep the office lighted. 
Richfield Reporter, long time NBC news standby, has renewed for 
another year on ABC. Account was lost by NBC when the 10 p.m, 
time couldn’t be cleared due to California’s daylight saving time last 
year. Cornwell Jackson passing a week with Stanley Resor, prexy 
of J. Walter Thompson at his Jackson Hole, Wyo., ranch to discuss the 
setup of the agency’s Hollywood office, which will have only one show 
(Lux) next season....Diana Bourbon bronzed from her Hawaiian va- 
cation Carol Richards will alternate with Peggy Lee as Bing Crosby’s 
canary. Ken Carpenter will be back as announcer for his 14th year 
with Crosby, and Bill Morrow again doubles as co-producer with Murdo 


McKenzie and head scripter....Howard Meighan returns east this” 


weekend to make his recommendation for successor to Don Thornburgh 
as Coast head of CBS....Edgar Bergen interested in Marion Morgan, 
singer, and Jim Hawthorne, comic, as regulars on his Coca-Cola show 
|....Betty O’Hara, producer and commercial writer for Compton agency 
|shows, moves over to Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample Sept. 6 to write the 
plugeroos....Audition record of the Humphrey Bogart dramatic series 
was cut at CBS by Sandy Cummings. Dee Engelbach directed and Lyn 
Murray batoned the music....Garry Moore will have Ken Carson and 
Eileen Woods as vocalists, with Irving Miller directing the music on his 
CBS stripper. Bill Demling and Lou Nelson turn out the scripts.... 
Bill Henry passing his vacation here and won’t be back in Washington 
until Sept. 16. He'll do two weeks of his Johns-Manville series from 
KHJ here....Two NBC secretaries, Betty McNeil and Margaret Crouch, 
hit the wedding trail last week....Bulova-Academy deal to air the 
_Oscar awards has developed a chill due to insistence of Academy di- 
_Tectors to approve every line of copy. Sponsor doesn’t mind paying 
$80,000 for rights to capitalize on the Academy name (he'll name a 
watch after it) but resents being told what he can broadcast Ken 
Dolan east to rust!e up some sponsor interest in Bob Burns and Bill 
Goodwin Howard Snyder, Hugh Wedlock, Keith Fowler, Johnny 
Rapp and Zeno Klinker will grind out the gags for Bergen. ..Bob 
Carroll, Jr., on the writing staff of “My Favorite Husband,” flew in 
from Paris after prowling the continent....Mel Williamson, secretary 
of Radio and TV Directors Guild, came off his tour of duty for the 
Army with new rating of Lt.-Col....Don Quinn says there’s no justice. 
After being on a strict diet for three weeks he pulls up with the gout. 
Maybe he got it from buying a home in Santa Barbara that cost 
$800,000 to build. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Earl Nightingale starting new 30-min. Sat. series of interview shows 
on WBBM for Emergency Radio and Appliance, teaming with John 
McCormick to bedevil store customers....WIND staffer Jacqueline 
Peterson to marry Lincoln Lakoff Sept. 16 in Park Ridge, IL 
lommy Port guesting songs on WCFL’s “Songs to Cheer” this week 

Jack Fuller will emcee and Tune Testers will warble mystery tunes 
on WGN’s new giveaway quiz debuting Aug. 29. Gunter Shiel from 
Swedish Broadcasting Corp. in Chi huddling with NBC newscasters 
Jim Hurlbut and Len O’Connor for recorded interviews with city of- 
ficials....WGN scripter Jarvis Dugan engaged to radio actor Ernie 
Andrews... Bernie Howard idea man for ABC’s “Name the Movie, 
dashed off a parody on “There’s No Business Like Show Business” that 
comics Jerry Coe and Dick Lynn are using in a Chi nitery revue 
Frank Duggan, formerly with Roche, Williams & Cleary agency. head- 
ing up Street & Finney agency’s new Chi branch... .Lee Bennett sub- 
bing for Curley Bradley three weeks in latter's Mutual show while 
Bradley is on vacation....WMOR airing a special post-season Grant 
Park concert tonight (23) in honor of Israel with Nicolai Malko con- 
ducting. ...Disker Norman Ross added 15 mins. to his regular WMA@ 
pre-noon stint, giving him 60 mins. airing at that time. Paul Barnes, 
the one-man “Calling All Detectives” show on WGN, to Miami Beach 
for two weeks....Radio station brokers Blackburn-Hamilton have 
opened an office here with Harold Murphy in charge Asst. education 
director Betty Ross back at NBC desk after Daytona Beach vacation, 
proud of record mackerel catch in fishing contest....WCFL announcer 
Norm Pierce off to AFRA convention in San Francisco... Mutual flack 


Jean Lewis in Madison for vacation....ABC central division knockin8 
off chores Aug. 25 for annual outing at Tam O'Shanter club 
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AFRA Charges for WATL License 
Revoke Called ‘Innuendos, Untruths 


Washington, Aug. 23. 

The FCC was told last week that 
it has no basi€ to institute a pro- 
ceeding to revoke the license of 
WATL, Atlanta, Ga., as requested 
jin a complaint by the American 
Federation of Radio Artists. The 
station said the AFRA complaint 
contained “innunendos, half-truths 
and untruths” and failed to prove 
charges of violations against Com- 
mission regulations. 

A petition filed by John P. South- 
mayd, counsel for WATL, denied 
that J. W. Woodruff, owner of 
the station, has wilfully violated or 
disregarded license responsibilities. 
“On the contrary,” the _ petition 
said. ‘His record as a licensee and 
his sense of public responsibility 
have been demonstrated during the 
past 14 years to be outstanding.” 

WATL said that the fact that a 
strike has been going on at the 
station since the first of the year, 
involving AFRA and members oft 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, “is no evidence 
of a flagrant disregard by the li- 
censee of government regulations 
nor is it evidence of chronic viola- 
tion of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act.” 

Notwithstanding AFRA’s concern 
for the public, said WATL, “it 
seems apparent that this complaint 
has been filed solely for the pur- 
pose of using the good offices of 
this Commission to compel settle- 
ment by the licensee of his differ- 
ences with AFRA and IBEW.” 


WATL also doubted that AFRA 
would push its revocation com- 
plaint if its labor demands were 


met, since revocation would result 
in abolition of jobs at the station 
for members of both AFRA and 
IBEW. AFRA’s concern, WATL 
declared, “is not with the public 
interest—it is understandably with 
the private interest of its member- 
ship.” 

The AFRA compiaint was based 
Jargely on testimony taken at pro- 
ceedings before the NLRB. It was 
filed three weeks ago. 


KEN LYONS, SCRIPTER, 
DIES IN HIS SLEEP 


Kermit ‘Ken) Lyons, radio 
scripter, died in his sleep from a 
heart attack Monday night (22) at 
his home, 50 Lincoln Road, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. His sudden demise came 
as a shock to his colleagues in the 


trade. He was 43. 
Lyons, one of the in-demand 
scripters among the east coast 


radio fraternity, was writer on the 
“Arthur Godfrey Talent Scouts 
show, in addition to “Philo Vance 


and “Boston Blackie.” Formerly 
he was in the music publishing 
business. 


Funeral services will be held to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at 1 p.m., from 
the Flatbush Memorial Chapel in 
Brooklyn. He is survived by his 
wife and 15-year-old daughter. 


Bays Fight Blow-by-Blow 
To Plug His Candidacy 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 23. 

For probably the first time in 
Yadio history, an individual poli- 
tician sponsored a sports broad- 
Cast here last week as a means of 
promoting his candidacy. Council- 
man Joseph A. McArdle, inde- 
pendent Democrat candidate for 
renomination to city governing 
body, footed the bill for the blow- 
by-blow account of the Lee Sala- 
Joey DeJohn middleweight scrap 
in Syracuse, N. Y., over KOV. 

Sala is a big local favorite and 
Station had manager James V. 
Murray, former sportscaster, and 
Bill Burns, news editor, at the ring- 
Side in Syracuse putting the fight 
on the air here. 

Commercials between the rounds 
were plugs for McArdle’s candi- 
dacy. Previously a regular on the 
Democratic ticket, he was dropped 

1S year because of repeated 
squabbling with Mayor Lawrence 
and is running for a place on the 
Party slate as an independent. 
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Love Wins Out Again 


Bloomington, Ind. Aug. 23 

WTOM provided an example 
of radio’s ability at special 
features—by broadcasting to a 
church wedding. U. of Indiana 
student Ted Wiley appealed to 
the station for help in getting 
recorded wedding music be- 
cause his bride-to-be was un- 
happy without it. WTOM pro- 
gram director Ward Glenn, 
synchronizing by phone call, 
aired marriage tunes for 25 
minutes. 

Timing was perfect. The 
bridal couple marched out to 
the tune of “Lohengrin.” 


Canada Set Fees 
May Be Doubled 


Aug. 23 
Rather than increase revenue by 





Toronto 


accepting more commercial busi- 


ness, the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. will seek a doubling of the 
present radio-listener fee in Can- 
ada from $2.50 to $5. This proposal 
will be CBC 
when that body and the Canadian 
Assn. of Broadcasters meet 
the new Federal - appointed Com- 
mission of Culture, which body 
meets in Toronto for a four-day 
hearing, commencing Sept. 6, for 
the clarification of this Dominion’s 
entire radio setup and some deci- 
sion on the present non-existent 
television outlook. 

The $2.50 tariff to listeners on all 
radio sets in Canada was set in 
1938 and applies to every set 
owned in a home, installed in a car 
or boat. Meanwhile, the grapevine 
has it that the CBC will be in the 
red another $300,000 this year. The 
proposed $5 annual fee will apply 
only to radio sets with the tariif 
on television sets in Canada still 
to be determined, and this already 
mentioned as being anywhere from 
$10 to $25 per set per annum. 


Pettey in WMGM Exit 
Lebhar May Succeed 


Herbert L. Pettey, director of 
WMGM, N. Y., is exiting the sta- 
tion Aug. 31 to go into another 
business. Parting with the Metro- 
owned station on amicable terms, 
Pettey requested that his contract 
be terminated on its expiration 
date at the end of this month. He’ll 
continue, however, to serve in an 
advisory capacity with the station. 

Pettey’s successor has not been 
decided as yet by Metro toppers 
who are planning to give the sta- 
tion a big buildup starting this 
fall. Any appointment that will be 
made will be done in consultation 
with Bertram Lebhar, Jr., general 
sales manager who co-piloted the 
station for the last 10 years with 
Pettey. It’s likely Lebhar wiil take 
over the Pettey post while contin- 
uing as general sales manager. 

Pettey is moving into the presi- 
dency of Parx Products, a drug and 


submitted by the 


before 





"cosmetic manufacturing firm. Prior 


to joining WMGM (formerly WHN) 
in 1936, he was radio director of 
the Democratic National Commit- 
tee and secretary of the Federal 
Radio Commission and later, the 
PUA. He’ll continue to head- 
quarter in New York. 


Montgomery to ABC 


Robert Montgomery's Hollywood 
chitchat show for Lee Hats goes 
to ABC, getting the Thursday night 
9:45 time. 

* CBS pitched for the business, 
but couldn’t land it. Hat manutfac- 
turer had a contractual commit- 
ment for ABC, where previously 
it had sponsored Drew Pearson. 
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ABC DUE FOR 
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Schenley, first of the liquor com- 
panies to make network radio over 
lures, apparently envisions more 
than spots in its kilocycle future, 


if any Once the ice is broken 
and ABC would like to break it, 
unless those anti-D.C. currents 


get too hot), Schenley, it’s known 
contemplates a major invasion into 
programming, with likelihood of 
four or five shows. On that basis 
the distillery outfit is ready to 
sink millions into radio. 

That kind of business would 
come as a bonanza to ABC in the 


face of such cancellations as 
Phileo, American-Elgin, U. S. 
Steel and Sealtest, but it’s still a 
moot point whether Schenley and 
the networks could get past the 
U. S. Senate’s pearly gates. The 
FCC has already sugested that it 
won't issue any blanket nix on 


liquor acvertising, preferring rath 
er to act on individual abuses. But 
Chairman Edwin C. Johnson of 
the Senate Commerce Committee 
doesn't intend to sit by and watch 
the liquor boys move in. 


Whodunits Rule 


Hooper Roost 


For the first time since Hooper 
went into the rating business, 10 
of the 15 shows getting the Top 15 
audience nod are in the whodunit 
category in the just-released 
Pocketpiece. 

Further, every one of the Top 
15 programs has a “talk’’ format, 
not a single musical stanza hitting 


the bigtime summer payoff. “Hit 
Parade,’ in 16th place, was just 
nosed out by “Sam Spade.” For | 
that matter, there isn’t even a 


giveaway in the “honored” bracket, 
“Break the Bank” (5.8) coming 


closest in 23d position among all 
the sponsored shows. 
Here’s the Top 15 reading: 

Mr. District Attorney....... 10.6 
PnAer SANCUM. 660.0 00caaee ‘ 9.2 
SC Ne | rr ss 9.1 
Big Story (434408 eee 8.9 
Henry MOrgan. «.....00s< 56% 8.8 
Crime Photographer ........ 86 
Mr, CHOMGIGON .. vvssvecens Bo 
(Jur DISS TSTOGES: «ois ec aeeees 8.3 
Mr, & Mrs: NOrth <«iss ius Ee 
Mystery Theatre ..... bassers ao 
Piret Wager ox vrcasoavees. FO 
Dr. Christian .....<ss kuenea: oe 
Ths 16. YOUr FB ki ccseses 7.0 
Mr. Keen ‘(cede ee ee 
et Ne: kk sis ass calswenwes 6.8 
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Chi Preps For ‘Battle of Indies’: 





Subversive? 
London, Aug. 23 
Patrick Beech, news editor 
of the British Broadcasting 
Corp., was fined $20 and $1 


for failing to take out a 
license for his radio 

Admitted he hadn't 
for three years due to having 
slipped his memory. 


Costs 


done so 





Coulter Exiting 
McCann-Erickson 


Administrative upheavals in the 
radio-television departments of top 
agencies continue unabated New- 
est reshuffle affects McCann-Erick- 


= ial 





son, with Lloyd Coulter checking 
out of the organization as veepeec 
in charge of radio and television 


after a 22-year association with the 


outfit For the past six vears he 
headed up the radio-TV activities 
and formerly ran the London and 
Paris offices 

Coulter will take several months’ 
vacation, explaining that the “in 


creasing high pressure was be 
ginning to get him down. Thomas 
H. Lane, veepee of agency. takes 


over radio and tele activities 


A couple weeks back Leonard 
Erikson exited as radio-TV veepee 
at Kenyon & Eckhardt to join 
MeCann-Erickson in a top admin- 
istrative berth 

A month ago Sylvester (Pat) 
Weaver checked out of Young & 
Rubicam as radio-television boss to 
join NBC as head of television 


Wide Spread 
Philadelphia, Aug. 23 
WCAU has lend-leased its “um- 
brella man” advertising trademark 
to Canada. Hubert Richardson, 
deputy secretary of the Bank of 
Canada, saw the WCAU umbrella 
campaign in American publications 
and asked the station for permis- 
sion to reproduce the figure in be- 


half of Canadian Savings Bonds 
4th Series. 
WCAU waived all credit rights 


in giving Canada the go-ahead 
Station employs the ‘umbrella 
man” to stress its complete cover- 
age of the local market in trade 
advertising. 
houette is 
Canada. 


appearing all over 


Radio News Eds Indict Press Groups 
For ‘Tired, Dull Copy, Badly Written 


Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 

The four major press associa- 
tions have been put on the carpet 
by radio news directors for feed- 
ing badly-written and dull copy to 
stations on their wires. Negative 
verdict was handed down this week 
in a hard-hitting report made by 
the National Assn. of Radio News 
Directors after an extensive study 
of the wire services over a one- 
week period 

Starting out as a_ fact-finding 
project, the report wound up as a 
catalog of complaints against the 
press associations. Passing marks 
are given to the AP, UP, INS and 
Transradio press wires for their 
speed, accuracy, good taste and 
lack of editorial slanting, but these 
favorable comments are subordin- 
ate to the port's criticism on 
other scores. 

Chief shortcoming of the press 
associations, according to the 
NARND report. is their inferior 
writing. “On both the trunk wires 
and the radio wires, writing is a 
low point... In many cases, news 
stories were handled in a dull, 
humdrum routine fashion when 
they readily adapted themselves to 
lighter and more interesting fash- 
ion... Poor old regional rewriters | 


are just so tired they can’t make 
the mare go,” says the report. 
Another big beef concerned the 
unbalance of news in the services’ 
output. The report found that 
“there is too much emphasis on na- 
tional and international affairs and 
not sufficient development of lo- 
cal and regional news.” In a 
breakdown of the services’ daily 
file, it was revealed that about 
half the news dealt with national 
and international affairs and the 
other half with local events.,  in- 
cluding sports, weather, farm and 
women’s news. 
‘Basic Concept Forgotten’ 
The report declares that the 
newscast which contains news 
about things ‘‘which affect listen- 
ers in our primary areas are the 
newscasts which are listened to... 
This appears to be a basic concept 
of news which has been forgotten, 
or packed away in a dark closet, 
by the wire services Maybe it’s 
time for INS, AP, UP and TP to 
sit down and do a little soul-search- 
ing to re-assess the yardstick by 
which they evaluate news.” 
Other gripes directed 
the services include the filing of 
old stories as new ones, and the 
(Continued on page 44) 


against 


Now the smiling sil-. 


INANZA, |F-- WAAF Pours Coin Into Big League 


Chicago, Aug. 23 

“Battle of the indies” is shaping 
up here with WAAF moving into 
the fulltime 5,000 watt bracket 
with big-time ideas of live pro- 
gramming, and plenty of coin to 
toss around the Chi area Station 
recently government okay 
to extend its airing to a 24-hour 
and is lining its sights on the 
lucrative local market. 

Timed with the expansion is the 
avowed aim of general manager 
Brad Eidmann to switch WAAF’s 
emphasis from a record station to 
a live program outlet with plenty 
of stress on the local angle. Drover 
Journal, owner of the 1,000-watt 
station, has taid out a $500,000 ex- 
pansion program that'll 
FM operations, plus a 


gots its 


basis 


embrace 
longrange 


eve on WAAF’s future as a tele 
outlet 
Station goes FM Oct. 1, ahd ex- 


pects to get into 24-hour AM op 
eration about February Present 
operations are on a sunrise-to-sun 
set basis, but next winter will see 
WAAF battling for fulltime local 
markets with WIND and WCFL 
and preparing to spend the cash 
in a big way 

First goal of 
sports field, now 
indies and 

Towards 
peddling the full 
the U. of Hlinois, 
games home and away 
to lose money on the 
wants to start getting in the 
in a “no holds barred” way 

WAAF is now constructing two 
additional studios in the LaSalle- 


Fidman ts. the 
dominated by the 
network QO-and-O 
this 
football sked of 
including nine 
Ile figures 
deal, but 
fight 


othe 


outlets end he's 


Wacker bidg. for FM operations 
which will give the outlet a total 
of five, one of which can be used 


for studio audiences. The studios 
are switchable from AM to FM and 
vice versa, which allows a flexible 
program operation 

Another change is the new trans- 
mitter and six new antennas to be 
located outside Chi, which repre- 
sents a departure from the tradi- 
tional site in the stockyards dis 
trict. Station can also get into 
television in the future by simply 
adding another section to its pres- 
ent tower. 

Stations now employs a skeleton 
staff, but expects to set up a full 
program department and an _ ex- 
panded sales staff. Recorded shows 
that have been longtime there, such 
as the Symphonie Hour, a commer- 
cial bankroller for three years, will 
be kept on, but Eidmann figures on 
a majority of live shows. 


HEATTER’S MBS TALENT 
SHOW FOR AM&TV 


Embarking on a quest for both 
radio and video talent, Mutual's 
top new fall programming effort 
will be the “Gabriel Heatter Op- 
portunity Show.” Formatted along 
the lines of a talent contest, the 
show will run for 13 weeks in a 
half-hour Saturday night, begin- 
ning Oct. 1. The show will also 
be slanted for AM and TV simul- 
casting. 

To be aired from the stage of 
the Guild theatre, N. Y., the show 
will be open to both amateur and 
professional performers who will 
compete for a $5,000 radio and 
video contract. Top act of each 
show, besides receiving a $1.000 
savings bond, will be reassembled 
in the concluding programs of the 
series for the grand prize finals 

Heatter will emcee the show and 





supervise the scripting staff to- 
gether with Nora Stirling. Rocco 
Tito, program director, will also 


handle the screening of the tal- 
ent. Herbert Rice, exec MBS pre 
ducer, will produce and Sylvan 
Simon will back up the contestants 
with an 18-piece orch. 


HANNA’S 2 ROOSEVELTS 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt has 
authorized Mark Hanna to act as 
her literary and radio representa- 
tive However, her lecture tours 
will still be handled by the Colston 
Leigh Bureau. 

Hanna is also currently working 
on a TV deal for Elliott Roosevelt. 
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Pitt. Situation Points Up Struggle To 
Clear Time in Single-Station Cities 


Struggle among the televisidn+ 


networks to clear air time in sin-| 
gie-station cities has hit a fever 
pitch during the last several weeks. 
Webs are reportedly trying to 
power their way into these stations 
to sew up time, whether they have 
show set for a cer- 
Stations, as a re- 


a commercial 
tain slot or not. 
sult, are refusing to take any book- 
ings unless they see a signed con- 
result that the situa- 

cities has reached 


with the 
eral 


tract 
tion in se' 
an impasse 

Illustrative of the feeling among 
atation managers is that of WDT\ 
in Pittsburgh. While the station 
is owned and operated by DuMont, 
it is considered in a class with in- 
dependently-owned outlets, since it 
has very little local programming. 
As a result it is dependent on the 
networks for most of its shows. 
Station has turned down bids for 
air time from competing networks 
on several fall shows, not because 
it wants to carry DuMont programs 
from N. Y. exclusively, but because 
it has been bitten by the other 
webs several times on that matter 
of time clearance. 

According to Chris J. Witting, 
assistant director of the web in 
charge of administration and oper- 
ations, the sates chief of one rival 
network optioned a haif-hour on 
WDTV Sundev nights for the fall, 
when a new commercial show was 


slated to. start. Several weeks 
jJater. however. the sales. chief 
wired the station to cancel that 


time in favor of a Thursday night 
slot. since the client and ad agency 
had decided to 
WDTV. as a result, was stuck with 
the Sunday nicht period. 

Because of such 
Witting said. Dy Mont has decided 
not to accept anv future commer- 
cial commitments from other webs 
on WDTV unless they know defi- 
hitely the name of the program and 
the sponsor Web is keeping a 
sharp eye on the fall program 
schedules of the other networks, 
but will talk business. only 
when a show is definitely set. Sta- 
tion’s attitude has thus cramped 
the plans of the other networks, 
since most svonsors and agencies 
demand to know what stations they 
are getting before signing a con- 
tract and th* webs can’t furnish 
the information. 

Witting, while emphasizing that 
WDTV needs programming from 
other nets, also noted that DuMont 
must reserve time on the station 
for some of its own shows, even 
though these mav be sustaining at 
their origination voint in N. Y. To 
preserve its 1oe1l operation status, 
the Pitt outlet must make time 
available to Jocal snonsors. Thus, 
Witting said. it sells participating 
spots on thee sustaining programs 
for the bent of Pittsburgh adver- 
tisers. 


WLW-T Pacte McCluskey 
As Ite Sales Manager 


Cincinnati, Aug. 23. 

William M-Cluskey has’ been 
stepped up to sales manager of 
WLW-T, filling the vacancy made 
by the recent resignation of Milton 
F. Allison. 

Cincy’s first television salesman, 
McCluskey has been in the Cros- 
levy fold since 1929, when he be- 
came maneerr of WLW Promo- 
tions. Inc., hooting agency for the 
50,000 watter’s hillbilly talent. 
Previously he was with John Lair 
during the formation of Renfro 
Valley Enternrises and for six 
years was a cinger and emcee with 
WHS. Chicago 

With M-C'nuskey’s promotion, 
Marshall Terry. veepee in charge 
of TV, upne? James Ferguson to 
a producer on Wt.W-TV. Ferguson 
was an annovncer and engineer at 
WZIP, Covineton, Ky., opposite 
Cincy, before becoming a Crosley 
staffer last ver as floor manager. 


Obeler’s TV Show 


Hollywood, ug. 23. 

Arch Oboler has set to script a 
television prosram for KECA-TV, 
starting in September. The 30- 
minute layout is titled, “Comedy 
Theatre.” 

Show will feature different cast 
weekly. To date no one has been 
sel. 


move the show. | 


maneuverings. 








MAL BOYD TO VAMP TPA 
AS ROGERS’ PRODUCER 


Mal Boyd is expected to resign 
as prez of the Television Producers 
Assn. on the Coast to take over as 
producer of Buddy Rogers’ five-a- 
week radio series and weekly tele- 
vision show via ABC in N. Y. this 
fall Boyd is Rogers’ personal 
manager and formerly co-produced 


“Punch with Buddy Rogers” in 
Hollywood 
Pending the final inking of 


signatures to Rogers’ ABC con- 
tract, it is understood that both 
the AM and video shows will be 
launched between Sept. 15 and Oct. 


15. ABC program chief Charles 
(“Bud”) Barry goes to Hollywood 
this week where final contracts 


are to be legalized. Rogers, mean- 
while, is scheduled to return to 
N. Y. following a theatre date in 
Miami week of Aug. 31 which is a 
break-in for a Broadway vaudfilm 
booking in October as part of his 
ABC buildup. 

Boyd, who will return to N. Y. 
next week, will be forced to re- 
sign from 
tions. 
man of the Academy of TV Arts 
and Sciences and one of the nine- 
man exec TV committee of the Los 
Angeles Chamber of Commerce. 


Hubbell’s Foreign 
TV Importations 


Negotiations have been complet- 
ed for the importation of British 
films into the U. S. for use on video. 
Richard W. Hubbell, tele consult- 
ant, last week returned from a 
lengthy tour of the continent after 
having set up British and French 
companies for conversion of shorts 
and features into tele films. Pix 
will be re-edited with standard 
dissolves and spots for commercials 
for sale to American stations. Hub- 
bell plans to set up further com- 
panies in Italy, Belgium and 
Canada. 

itubbell has completed arrange- 
ments with British Pathe for their 
entire output. First films are ex- 
pected to be flown in this week. 
Currently, 263 films are being proc- 
essed for video, with 163 set for re- 
lease this year. 

Import of Pathe pix is being done 
in conjunction with the Richard- 
son-Hubbell Television Networks. 
Ltd., a subsidiary set up with Brit- 
‘ish financier W. T. Richardson, 
who controls 51% of the firm’s 
stock. Company is capitalized at 
$30,000, and plans are being made 
to raise additional capitalization to 
+50,000 pounds, maximum permitted 
| by the British Government for any 
new business. 

According to the agreement, 
American distribution must return 
negative costs with a 5% profit. 
Hubbell figures this to be compara- 
tively easy, inasmuch as costs will 
be figured on the basis of conyer- 





several other organiza- | 
He is pub relations chair- | 





BEN LUDLOW 
MUSIC 

Call the Police—CBS 

Scattergood Bainés—MBS 








ABC-TV to Make 





Clean Sweep Of 
Chi Teledogs 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 


ABC-TV is making a_ clean 
sweep of six web-fed, Chi-origi- 
nated sustainers within the next 


six weeks, in a move to drop all 
programs that won’t sell. At the 
same time, the net is making a 
fresh start with a flock of fresh sus- 
tainers that are hoped to draw a 
heavy sponsor reaction. 


Programs bowing out, all Chi- 
originated, are “Penthouse Play-| 
ers,” “Skip Farrell Show,” “Treas- 


ure Quest,” “Sing-Copation,” “‘Sci- 
ence Circus” and “Stand By For 
Crime.” Except for “Sing-Copa-| 
tion,’ all are 30 minutes shows 
routed over the midwest and east- 
ern network. “Crime” is tak-| 
ing an eight week hiatus, Aug. 27, 
but its return is considered doubt- 
ful. 

As replacements, ABC-TV is 
launching four net shows to orig- 
inate from Chi—a 30-minute mu- 
sical revue, featuring top singers 
and dancers, skedded for Sept. 4 
at 7:30 p.m.; a 30-minute swap 
show with audience participation, 
lined for Sept.; and a 30-minute 
suspense-type chiller written by 
William Ballinger, to start screen- 
ing around mid-September. 

Fourth new net show—a panel | 
quiz with a telephone tie-in—is in | 


' the indefinite stage because of the | 


sion to tele use and not on the, 


original cost of the film. Most of 
the pictures have already returned 
their original investment through 
theatre exhibition. 

After film is re-edited, new neg- 
atives will be made, according to 
Hubbell, so that fresh stock will be 
exhibited in the United States. 

French company’s’ operation. 
Hubbell declared, has been held up 
because of failure to find suitable 
personnel. In charge of the firm is 
Anne Buvydens, former supervisor 
for World Video. 





DuPont Named Program 
Manager of KBTV, Dallas 


Dallas, Aug. 23. 

Larry DuPont has been famed 
program manager of KBTV, which 
expects to take to the air here with 
its first video Sept. 1. DuPont was 
formerly with WBAP-TV, Fort 
Worth, and is author of several TV 
plays. 

Other staff appointments an- 
nounced by Seymour C. Andrews, 
general manager, include Victor 
Duncan as director of film. Dun- 
can was a former March of Time 
cameraman. Bob Stanford has been 
named chief announcer and George 
White put in charge of sports 


FCC ruling on giveaways, but will | 
go ahead if the lottery kinks can 
be worked out. Starting date is| 
Sept. 9 at 7 p.m. if net toppers give | 
it the green light. 

Main reason for the sweeping 
changeover is the impatience of 
the AB@-TV brass with carrying 
“tired dogs that can’t or won't 
sell.” Move is in line with the re- 
cently stepped-up TV activity of 
the central division, under veepee 
John Norton following the ap- 


(Continued on page 42) 


Cooper Duein N.Y. For 
New Alan Young Dea 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Indie packager Frank Cooper 
leaves for N. Y. this weekend to 
set a deal for a new television se- 
ries starring comedian Alan Young. 
He'll also assist Lawrence Klee 
producer of “Fat Man” and “Mr. 
Keen” for radio, in wrapping up a 
new TV series for Camels, which 
Klee recently sold to the William 
Esty agency. 

Cooper will also try to find a 
sponsor for a_ simulcast of his 
“Strike It Rich” show, which he 
claims is not in conflict with the 
FCC’s new ban on giveaways. His 
outfit has recently expanded its 
talent list, which now includes 
such names for radio-TV work as 
Dick Haymes, Martha Tilton, Rudy 
Vallee and Kenny Baker. 














The Old Urge 


Hollywood, Aug. 23, 
Once an actor always... 
Turning from his long stage 
career to agenting when jobs 
became scare, Walter Woolf 
King is back in grease paint. 
He’s emceeing NBC's televi- 
sion show, “Lights, Camera 
Action,” a video version of ra- 
dio’s talent hunts. 


TV Set Sale Pace Slows Down 


Slump in television set sales 


marked during July. 


during the summer was especially 


While the number of sets throughout the 


country hit the 2,150,000 marker as of Aug. 1, the increase over 
the preceding month was only 140,000, which marked probably the 
lowest rate of increase during the last year. Because previous es. 
timates on Toledo and Albuquerque were too high, this month’s 


figures show no increase. New 
other cities, maintained its pace 
city’s total up to 720,000. 


York, still far out in front of all 
of a 35,000 increase, bringing the 


Following is the city-by-city break. 


down as of Aug. 1, including 75 stations in 43 market areas, as 





complied by the NBC research division. 
No. of No. of Inc. Over 

City Stations Seis Last Month 
NOW MOP 65.0540 : 6 720,000 35,000 
Philadelphia ...7...... 3 205,000 15,000 
Chicago ......+eeee0> . 4 170,000 7,000 
Tipe ANGOCIES 2.0 vee oes 6 169,000 19.000 
NS ee ee 2 113,000 8.000 
ag och 3 76,000 4.000 
Baltimore ...... 3 69,600 2 800 
Cleveland 2 67,500 3.000 
Washington ..... + 55,700 4.700 
PIOW EAGVEN a-c.00-8-608-6 5% l 37,400 3.100 
ee EN, as cca cae Dee OS l 36,800 1,800 
WEHIWAUMEC «.cecctes l 30,000 1,600 
GEHONGCIRGY «66 ciecec: l 29,000 1,500 
Cincinnati 3 28,100 500 
ince oi ha amare 1 26,300 1,100 
Minn.-St: Paul 2 23,700 3,400 
Pittsburgh 1 23,500 1,500 
OO (ye givsk wk Oe ae or 1 18,000 
PATRI 5 Gh iin kayo 2 15,000 2.500 
ee —— a ee 1 13,700 600 
Providence ee eee l 13,500 1,800 
Ft. Worth-Dallas ...... 1 12,300 800 
San Francisco ....05 006 2 10,600 1,100 
RRMCRGOOE: i506 60.8 0a ae | 9,900 300 
WHIDIRICON: 66. sd vaceee 1 8,900 400 
LO eee ere 2 8,800 500 
DOBISVING 5554400044 1 8,700 600 
Miami 1 8,100 500 
GEREN, dsb wenloraae eae 1 7,800 300 
COMMBUS, 665645 Jinage oF 7,700 200 
FIGUHON: oiiaerisivecns J 7,500 1,000 
BVPECUNO. .wistreneess é gm 7,200 1,900 
Indianapolis ..i...esees 1 7,000 500 
Lo) acer er 1 6,300 100 
Re 1 a 6,300 1,800 
OG CMe CMY as oiiae os 2 6,000 400 
IR os 6 bso aS a EE RT 1 6,000 900 
New Orieans. ..isisccr 1 6,000 1,400 
Oklahoma City ........ 1 5,000 800 
FROCHOGROP 6 ikki cee cashs 1 4,300 900 
Poiigatt.) i) |): ieee ae 2 3,500 400 
Charlotte l 3,000 2,000 
AIDUGQUETOUC ioc caecs ce 1 1,000 ; 

UD-COtAL cas vcwecss 75 2,092,700 135,700 

OTHER CITIES 

SODDSIOWN 2.045 s08s 60% 2,900 2,900 
CPEs a. hws SR dOw se 2,500 1,300 
Grand RAPIGS ...666isvde 2.000 2,000 
OS a ee See ee ‘ 1,500 300 
CSPECCMBHOTO 640 kceiisces 900 800 
ey ee cow aarea 47,500 —2,000 

Jb ee ea er 2,150,000 140,000 








GARROWAY GAB INTO 


O-MIN. COM’L FORMAT 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

WNBQ’s experiment with disk 
jock Dave Garroway in a five- 
minute commercial show starting 
Sept. 19 for Mott’s Apple Juice is 
being watched with considerable 
interest by trade circles here. As 
one observer put it, “the station 
has tossed the talkingest character 
in town into the shortest show in 
town. It won’t work.” 

Garroway will screen five week- 
ly for 39 weeks in the 10:30 p. m. 
slot, normally the station’s sign- 
off time. Young & Rubicam 
agency routed the deal, and was 
known to have wanted a minimum 
of 10 minutes for the garrulous 
disk jock to get started. Titled 
“Reserved for yarroway,” the 
show is reported as a tipoff experi- 
ment on whether Chi TV audiences 
will go for a show less than the 
orthodox minimum of 15 minutes. 
But as trade talk goes, “five min- 
utes for Garroway. Are you kid- 
ding?” : 


CBS’ L.A. Station To 


Keep ‘Crusade’ Program 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

KTTV, CBS-Times station here. 
will continue to beam the 45-min- 
ute schédule segment wrapped 
around “Crusade in Europe” even 
though ABC outlet, KECA-TV, 
bows on Sept. 16. “Crusade” was 
made by 20th-Fox for exclusive use 
by ABC-TV outlets and is being 
beamed on ABC stations every- 
where but locally. Net allowed the 
program to go to KTTV here be- 
cause KECA-TV was not on the air. 





“Kieran’s Kaleidoscope” will also | 
remain on KTTV along with “Pal | 


Headliner.” Both programs pur- 
chased ABC time adjacent to “Cru- 
sade.” Both went to KTTV with 
“Crusade” and will remain until 
series 1s concluded. “Kieran” pre- 
cedes the Eisenhower series and 
“Pal” follows. 


‘Ford Dealers in Deal 


For ‘Spot’ Showcasing 
Of Big 10 Grid Games 


Midwestern football fans this fall 
will have a chance to see on tele- 
vision official pictures of all home 
games played by Big 10 teams 
through a deal set this week by 


Ford Dealers. Films, which will be 
wrapped up into a weekly half-hour 
show, will not be networked but 
will be sold on a spot basis. Six- 
teen stations have already signed 
for 10 weeks with options on three 
more at a weekly package price of 
$5,000, making it probably the big- 
gest spot bay in TV yet. Agency 
on the acount is J. Walter Thomp- 
son, 

Pix, which are expected to be 
shown on each station on a Thurs- 
day or Friday evening, will include 
highlights of Big 10 games of the 
previous week. Contract also calls 
for the inclusion of games played 
by Michigan State, although that 
‘school won't become an_ official 
member of the Big 10 until 1951. 
Each week’s roundup will include 
'also predictions of winners for the 
‘following Saturday by Wilfred 
Smith, sports editor of the Chicago 
Tribune, 
| Films are those made by the 
"various universities for showing to 
alumni meetings throughout the 
country. First week's edition will 
comprise a roundup of the best 
games of the 1948 season. Second 
week, as an example of the contests 
available, will include the follow- 
ing: Northwestern-Purdue; Illinols- 
Iowa State: Ohio State-Missourl; 
Michigan - Michigan State; lowa- 
UCLA; Minnesota-Washirgton, and 
| Wisconsin-Marquette. 








Columbus. — WLW-C, Crosley's 
Columbus TV _ outlet, appointed 
,John D. Metzger as junior pro 
ducer and continuity writer. Metz- 
ger founded Ohio  Universitys 
campus _ station ‘VOUB, | later 
-WOUN, in 142 and was later sta- 


jtion manager there. 
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NBC-TV Grosses $250,000 on Pix 
Rentals; May Hit Profit in 2 Yrs. 


NBC television’s film department + 
will rack up gross rentals of $250,- | 
ending | 


000 for its first fiscal year, 
Oct. 1. Figure, while certainly far 
from the grosses turned in yearly 
bv even the smallest theatrical film 
distributors, is believed the high- 
est yet earned by a TV distrib and 
presages a profit for the NBC de- 
partment within the next couple 
of years. 
According to department chief 
Russ Johnston, it’s too early to de- 
termine whether the gross means 
a profit or loss for this year since 


the department has had too little | 
its distrib | 


in figuring 
costs. For example, he pointed 
out, no set formula has been de- 
vised for amortizing the costs over 
a period of years, which might be 
necessary since many of the pix 
NBC handles have valuable resid- 
ual rights. He pointed out, how- 
ever, that the earnings have been 
derived from only six series of 
films, which have been leased to 
stations at prices ranging from 
$20-$50 per showing. 


experience 


Johnston attributes the good rece | 


ord of the first year to the fact 
that NBC was the first TV film 
distrib to go out into the field, for 
huddles with station managers to 
learn what they wanted and what 
they could afford to pay. He 
leaves Sept. 1 on a tour that will 
take him to practically every TV 
market area in a month. During 


his trip, he plans to repeat his pre- | 
vious practice of making calls with | 


station managers on local clients, 
to get the viewpoints of the lat- 
ter also on salable film. 


| 
As a result of these local level | 
Johnston said, NBC has | 


huddles, 
been able to establish a pricing | 
formula based on an analysis of 


the local market situation. Rentals ated Actors 


are now based on a percentage of 
(Continued on page 42) 


NBC Sets Up Own 
TV Opera Dept. 


NBC this week became the first 





television network to launch a full- | 


scale opera department, signing Dr. 
Peter Herman Adler, director of 
several opera companies both in 
Europe and the U. S., as depart- 
ment chief. He will prepare, 


supervise and conduct a series of | 
hour-long operas in English this | 
fall and winter on the web, with | 


present plans calling for at least 
four productions between Sept. 1 
and the end of the year. 


NBC plans to operate along the | 


Opera comique lines rather than 


grand opera and will confine its | 


material to such lighter works as 
“Barber of Seville,” “Carmen 

“Tales of Hoffman” and “Die 
Fledermaus.” Also set for early 
fall production is Kurt Weill’s 

“Down in the Valley,” contempo- 
rary American opera. Singers are 
to be chosen for their dramatic, as 
well as vocal, talents. 

Adler, born in Czechoslovakia, 
has been in this country since be- 
fore the war and is now a U. S. 
citizen. He staged several experi- 
mental operas on NBC-TV last sea- 
son in English, including Puccini's 
“La Boheme.” 


360G MUSICIAN TAB 





FOR CROSLEY IN CINCY 


= Cincinnati, Aug. 23. 
_ With televiewing on the climb 
In this area, Crosley’s WLW-T 


is going 


cal TV 
live musicians. 
musicians 
AM, 


annually on 


the Cincy Symphony and Summer 
Opera. 


WLW-T also is the largest user 


of other live talent, telecasting 103 
live programs weekly in addition to out the country. 


network kinescopes. 


all out to remind viewers 
that it is the only one of three lo- 
stations having a staff of 
Combined bill for 
Crosley 
TV and FM outlets is said to 
exceed $360,000, surpassing that of equal 





Putman’s Weekend 


George F. Putnam, commen- 
tator on DuMon’t across-the- 
board “Headline Clues,” is 
Slated to fly on a whirlwind 
trip to England and Germany 
Friday (26) for a tirst-hand re- 
port on conditions, which he 
will present on the air Monday 
29). He'll work in collabora- 
tion with International News 
Service and his trip will be 
covered by Telenews-INS 
newsreel. 

Putnam plans to lunch with 
a typical British family in 
London Saturday to get their 
views on world conditions, and 
will also huddle with British 
government officials. He ex- 
pects to fly to Frankfurt Satur- 
day night for dinner with a 
family there and will also talk 
with American officials in Ger- 


many. From Frankfurt he’ll 
fly to Berlin, where he hopes 
to do spot interviews. He'll 


then return to Frankfurt, from 
where he'll fly back to N. Y. 
Sunday morning, arriving at 
LaGuardia field at 11 o'clock 
Sunday night. 








4A’s May Set Up 


TV Authority Sans 
Recalcitrant SAG 


Eastern branches of the Associ- 
and Artistes of America 
are ready to force the issue of 


establishing the 4A’s Television 
Authority. Board, comprising 
Actors Equity Assn., American 


Guild of Variety Artists, American 
Federation of Radio Artists and 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
has invited the Screen Actors Guild 
to come east for a conference to be 
held no later than Oct. 1. If SAG 
doesn’t accept the invite, Eastern 
branches are reported ready to 
start TVA without SAG. 


ee KINE. F 


i 





WILLSWING IT 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

They're keeping their fingers 
crossed out here and uttering a 
silent prayer that everything goes 
well with the three new develop- 
;ments that may shift the trade 
winds of television to this sea- 
board. High hopes of the Coast- 


| ers 


| projects in 


| Brecher 


rests with what 
famous for—film 
CBS’ Harry Ackerman has two 
the works, kine and 
celluloid, while’ Irving 
and the Warwick & Leg- 


sprocket 


ler agency (for Pabst) are con- 
;}cerned only with the emulsified 


'ribbon that worms out of cameras. 


If all three come off within rea- 
sonable anticipatory bounds, hats 
will fly in the air and cries of 
“Eureka” will go up from every 
cubicle along Commission Row 
The Ed Wynn show, first of the 
kinnied biggies for eastern net- 
works, will be scanned with eager 
eyes, east and west. It could make 
the big difference and dissipate a 
lot of doubt. Then, for added 
good measure, the straight filming 
of CBS’ “Escape” and Brecher’s 
“Life of Riley’ for Pabst 
turn the trick and 


‘shift to the west of big time tele 


eventuate before another year 


passes. 


Hope, I Hope, I Hope 


The coast optimism soars to these 
heights: 


| click there’s nothing to prevent the 


‘the inaugural show Sept. 


exodus west after another season. 
The cry for names will grow loud- 
er and few will pull stakes and 
break family ties just for TV in 
the east. Should film and kine 
achieve the hoped-for quality and 
be kept within reasonable budg- 
etary bounds, the Coasters will feel 
much better about their chances of 
being the video capital of the 
world and the ghost agencies once 


|/more keyed to prosperous times. 


Only certainty, however, at this 


| time is the Wynn kine for Speidel 


and CBS and “Riley” for NBC. 


/ Ackerman and Harlan Thompson, 


| who'll 


Meeting between all the 4A af- | 


“filiates broke up recently over the 
question of film jurisdiction. SAG 
wouldn’t go into the TVA unless it 
could retain jurisdiction over its 
members even when working under 
(Continued on page 42) 





Philly in Organized 
Gangup on FCC’s TV 


Channel Restrictions 


Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 
Charges of discrimination against 
this city in the FCC’s proposed al- 
location of only three very high 
frequency television channels were 


produce, are toiling like 
trojans to get all the bugs out of 

22 (two 
Studio A 


weeks later in N. Y.). 


at Columbia Square is being con- | 
verted to teevee and every new: 


_technical device has been installed 
ito give the kine every advantage 


for a successful takeoff. On the 
first program with Wynn will be 


|Gertrude Niesen, a team of acro- 


| bats and a 
| Levy, well grounded in TV, 
_ing brought 


voiced at a luncheen ineeting held | 


in Washington, Thursday (18). 
As a result of the meeting, the 

city’s entire Congressional delega- 

tion. both Pennsylvania Senators 


and representatives of the Phila-| 


delphia Chamber of Commerce will 
voice their protests to Acting 
Chairman Paul Walker, of the 
FCC. at a hearing tentatively set 
for today. 

The delegation 
Philadelphia be 
nels in the present 
than the three uhf 
posed. The city at 
four TV channels, three of 
are in use. One ultra-high 
quency is asked for. 

The group contends no reduction 
bands is proposed for 

3altimore and 
FCC allocation 
and its adja- 
facilities 
in the 


that 
chan- 
rather 
channels pro- 

present has 
which 
fre- 


will urge 
given five 
band 


in available 
New York. Chicago, 
Washington. The 

would limit this cits 
cent areas to service 

to those available 
towns. 

A public hearing is scheduled 
for Sept. 26 on the FCC propose dd 
allotment of TV channels through- 
This city has un- 


til Friday (26) to present its brief. 


smaller 


line of girls. Ralph 
is be- 
in from the east to 
handle direction. Lud Gluskin, who 
directs the music, is shopping 
around for a hair piece to avoid 
any shiny reflections. 
Dry Run Liked 

Brecher has already “dry run” 
his long run radio comedy, “Life 
of Riley” for the sponsor, agency 


and network execs and the reac- | 


(Continued on page 44) 


CBS’ CLOSED CIRCUIT 
‘FRONT PAGE’ AUDITION 


CBS television last week staged 
a closed circuit audition of ‘Front 





Page,” a projected half-hour series 
based on the Ben Hecht-Charles 
MacArthur legiter. Web plans to 


utilize a kinescope print of the au- 


dition to peddie the shows to ad 
agencies and clients, in line with 
the recent trend of keeping new 


packages on ice until a bankroller 
is found. 

Also auditioned last week were 
two Burl Ives shows. One is a 15- 
minute musicale featuring Ives 
alone. slated for an early evening 
airer. and the other is a folk-song 
vaudeo program built around Ives 
as emcee. 








Nice Instrumentation 


Asked of Joe Bushkin on the 
Eddie Condon TV show: 
“Which one of the Dorsey 
brothers did you play with?” 
“Pik. 








Hollywood is | 


M Sen. Johnson Raps CBS for Abandoning 


Its Favorite Baby—Color Television 





Touts’ 200G TV Loss 





Chicago, Aug. 23 
TV got into the bookie busi- 
ness here, and local touts are 
moaning about their $200,000 


experience. 

Detroit track results are de- 
layed 15 minutes after each 
race. However, sharpies 
learned the fourth and fifth 
Detroit races were being tele- 
vised. So TV results were 
phoned to Chi confederates, 
who placed bets with the un- 
wary operators before the de- 
laved flash could get here. Chi 
bookies caught on towards the 
close of the Detroit race sea- 
son, but not before they had 
shelled out a reported $200,000 
to the slickers. Varying com- 
ments: Slickers—‘‘Ain’t it a 
shame they caught on. We had 
absolute cinches.” Bookies 
‘“‘We musta had holes in our 
heads.” 


FCC's Giveaway 
Edict Has Little 


Effect on Tele 


FCC’s ban on giveaway shows, 
if it sticks, is expected to have 
little effect on television, since 
only five programs on all the 
major TV networks fall under the 
Commission’s ukase. Reason is 
that TV, being comparatively new, 
is still experimenting with pro- 
gram formats and so has offered 
little chance for the giveaway fad 
to move in and take over. 

Giveaway ban, in fact. may react 
beneficially for video. TV broad- 
casters have long believed that 
| they can compete favorably with 








could | 
the hoped-for | 


Should all three projects | 


'almost any type of radio show ex- | 


cept for those which offer mam- 
moth jackpot prizes for bait. If 
such programs are forced off the 
_air, consequently, TV should enjoy | 
that much wider a_= share ms 
audience. 

Broadcasters also point to satare | 


comparatively small circulation at | 


this time as another reason why 
the giveawayers haven't gained too 
strong a toehold. Manufacturers 
putting up the prizes for such 
shows do so in return for the air 
plugs they get. Any of them faced 


with a choice between radio and | 
TV have naturally turned to radio | 


first. “Stop the Music,” of course, 
is the major exception but it is 
(Continued on page 42) 





Carol Bruce, Larry Storch 
Set for ‘Little Show; 
Kine Audition to Roll 


' Carol Bruce and comic Larry 
Storch this week were set for the 
permanent cast of the “Little 


Show,” revue series which CBS- 
TV will stage this fall in collabora- 
tion with Dwight Deere Wiman. 
Tom Weatherly of the Wiman 
office, who will produce and di- 
rect, revealed a closed circuit audi- 
tion of the program will be kine- 
scoped during the week of Sept. 
19 in order to pitch the show to 
prospective sponsors and ad agen- 
cies. 

Also set for the cast were Peggy 
French, Virginia Gorski. Don Dib- 
erto, Elaine Stritch and Lewis Nye. 

Show will have a six-girl line. 
Present plans are to use all new 
material for each production with 
the exception of one skit or song 
from the original Broadway “‘‘Little 
Shows.” Thus, in the first stanza, 
Miss Bruce and Storch will do 
“Can’t We Be Friends,” from one 
of the early Broadway productions. 
Weatherly has issued a call for 
sketch and songwriters to get a 
backlog of new material before the 
show takes the air. 


| denly 


Aug. 23. 
Charging that manufacturers are 
blocking the development of color 


Edward Johnson, 
Senate commerce 
(Tues.) called oa 


Washington 


television, Sen. 
chairman of the 
committee, today 


the FCC to make sure no impedi- 
ment is put in its way to license 
the art. The senator also charged 


CBS with holding back in pushing 
its system. 

Johnston wrote Dr. Frank Stan- 
ton, CBS prexy, that the demon- 
stration of the web's color system 
last week convinced him _ that 
‘color is here.” All that is neces- 
sary for it to sweep the nations,” 
he said, “is for the FCC to remove 
the road block and promulgate 
standards for its operation.” 

In another letter to acting FCC 
chairman Paul Walker, Johnson 
said he was disturbed over “the 
plain implication” of a request by 
Commissioner Robert Jones for in- 
formation from Dr. Stanton ‘“‘deal- 
ing with refusal by manufacturers 
to construct color transmitters and 
receivers’ and ‘Columbia's alleged 
inability to make available a suf- 
ficiently large number of color con- 
verters for field tests for the FCC’s 
September. hearings on television.” 

Johnston said “the very inter- 
ests which have been most active 
in pushing color television, sud- 
have become very cold to 
further efforts in that direction. 
Neither I nor other members of 
this committee who have discussed 
the subject can comprehend the 
stated reasons.” 

Everybody Bullish 

Any doubt that the FCC will 
license coior television tollowing 
its hearings next month on video 


allocations seemed to have been 
dispeiled last week after color 
demonstrations here by CBS be- 
fore members ot the Commission 
and Congress, which lett nothing 
to be desired. Carried tor the first 


time directly from Baitimore to the 
Capital, over the regular commer- 
cial channel of WMAR-TV, the 
colorcasts surprised viewers with 
the clarity ot reception and the 
vividness of pictures of colored 
fabrics as dispiayed by a model. A 
few outdoor shots were shown to 
(Continued on page 44) 


This Is Broadway 
Sold to Crosley 


Crosley division of the Aviation 
Corp. is cancelling out of NBC’s 
“Who Said That?” video show and 
is buying the CBS’ “This Is Broad- 
‘way’ TV production. Crosley also 
has an option for the AM version, 
with possibility of a commercial 
simulcast. (It’s now carried sus- 
| taining on that basis). 

Whether or not Crosley will take 
the full 60-minute version or cut 
it to a half-hour is still to be de- 
cided. Also time segment has yet 
to be selected. 

Deal poses a dilemma. Crosley 
owns the three Ohio stations in 
Cincinnati, Columbus and Dayton. 
They're all basic NBC affiliates, 
which means clearing time for a 
CBS show. 

Sale of “Broadway” to Crosley 
boosts Irving Mansfield’s stock 
around the network. He’s creator 
of “Talent Scouts” and ‘“‘Broad- 
way.’ It also adds up to a big coin 
payoff for Bill Paley & Co. 








‘Candid Camera’ Sold 


Biow agency this week confirmed 
reports that Philip Morris is drop- 
ping the Tex McCrary-Jinx Falken- 
burg “Preview” from CBS-TV at 
the close of the current cycle. Show 
is to be replaced by PM in the 
Monday night at 9 slot by Allen 
Funt’s “Candid Camera.” 

“Camera,’ addapted by Funt 
from his “Candid Microphone” 
radio show, has been on NBC-TV 
this summer as a sustainer. It was 
previously aired on ABC-TY. 











33 RADIO 


Wednesday, August 24, 1949 





FCC Finds Taint Easy Trying 
To Give Away a Giveaway Ruling 


Washington, Aug. 23. + 


Despite industry announcements 
that the giveaway ban will be 
taken immediately to the courts, | 
legal opinion here last week was 
that the FCC will have to take the 
first move before the issue can be 
tested While there may be ef- 
forts to obtain a stay order in the 
lower courts to enjoin the FCC 
from putting its rules into effect, 
there is considerable doubt such 
an order would be graited. Simi- 
larly, it is considered’ unlikely 
that a court would issue a declara- 
tory ruling on the Commission's 
authority to impose the rules. 

‘It is generally agreed that the 
giveaway issue will be resolved by 
the following procedure: 

1. After Oct. 1, when the ban 
becomes effective, the Commission 
will refuse regular renewal to one 
or more stations whose three-year 
license expires, if such station or 
stations have been broadcasting 
programs prohibited under the 
new regulations. 

2. Hearings will be held to de- 
termine whether the station or sta- 
tions have violated the lottery 
rules and whether license renewal 
shall be denied. 

3. Should the Commission deny 
renewal of license because of lot- 
tery law violation, the station or 
stations (probably joined by one 
or more networks) would immedi- 
ately go to the U. S. Court of Ap- 
peals of the District of Columbia 
to maintain license status of sta- 
tions effected, pending a decision. 

4. In the event of a decision 
favorable to the industry, the Com- 
mission would ask the Supreme 
Court to review the lower court 


ruling. In the event of an adverse 
decision, industry would do the 
same. 


5. The Supreme Court, in either 
case, may refuse to review, in 
which case the lower court ruling 
stands 

6. If reviewed, the 


the case is 


high tribunal’s decision would de- 


cide the Commission’s authority. 

Where property rights 
volved in giveaway 
contracts between advertisers 


court action in advance of 
proceedings. In its order 
ing that the 
voked, 
able to 


persons who may 


mediately 


rules 
action in 


tion of the 
Commission 


if the Commission's interpretation 
of the law were to be developed 


and disclosed only tn the course 


of sucn proceedings.” 





Woods’ Dilemma 
ABC prexy Mark Woods’ 





daughter, Patricia, marries 
George Henry Cobb, II, Sept. 
17 at Christ Church, Short | 
Hills, N. J. Reception is slated | 
to follow the ceremony at the 
Baltusrol Golf Ciub, Spring- | 
field, N. J. 
In view of the FCC ban on | 
giveaways, Woods isn’t certain | 
whether he’il be permitted to | 
give away the bride. 











are in- 
shows, as in 
and 
program producers, there may be 
FCC 
direct- 
regulations be in- 
the Commission said adop- 
tion of the rules ‘“‘may make avail- 
have 
property interests directly and im- 
affected adversely by 
their adoption an opportunity to 
secure a judicial determination of 
the validity of any such applica- 
in advance of 
licensing 
proceedings and without the ex- 
pense, delay in time and licensee 
jeopardy which would be involved 











‘D.C. Feeling Mixed 








Continued from page 33 jae. 


Committee on Appropriations, who 


has been a consistent foe of the 
Commission. The Congressman 
saw in the giveaway ban “another 
attempt by the FCC to censor ra- 
dio” and to interfere with 
speech. “Once again,” he said, “the 


Commission is apparently using its 


power to license stations as a life- 
or-death club toward control of 
what the people will be permitted 
to hear. 

Wigglesworth said he held no 
brief for or against the giveaway 
shows. ‘‘But I do protest this effort 
by the FCC,” he said, “to decide 
whether these programs shall or 
shall not be broadcast, and I hope 
it will be stoutly resisted. 


Not sufficient time had elapsed 
since the FCC action was an- 
nounced last Friday (19) for mem- 
bers of Congress to hear from their 
constituents. Most Senators and 
Representatives have had _ little 
time lately to listen to giveaway 
programs, even if they were so dis- 
posed, and are not vers 
with the programs. 





Chicago — WIND is retiring its 
old auxiliary transmitter at Black 
Oak. Ind. in favor of a new 5kw, 
to be built in 60 days on the same 
site. Oldie had been serving since 
1933. 


free 


familiar 


Giveaway Poser | 


Goes Back Decade 


Washington, Aug. 23. 

Giveaway shows go back at least 
10 years. Early in 1940 FCC re- 
ferred six different money and 
prize shows to the Dept. of Justice 
for possible violation of the lottery 
laws (no action was taken). These 
shows were “Pot o’Gold,” “‘Mead’s 
Bakery,” ‘“‘Musico and _  Songo,” 
“Especially for You,” ‘Sears’ Grab 
Bag.” and “Dixie Treasure Chest.” 

Three of these programs were 
telephone giveaways. One _ re- 
quired purchase of the sponsor’s 
product. Two required listening 
to the broadcast. 

Since 1940 local giveaway pro- 
grams have been springing up all 
over the country but it is only inthe 
last few years that big network 
jackpot shows have 
Among the first was ‘Break the 
Bank,” carried on both ABC and 
MBS. Later came “Stop. the 
Music” on ABC; “Hit the Jackpot” 
on CBS; ‘Take a Number, ‘“Holly- 
wood Calling” and ‘Sing It again.” 


In addition, there have been a 
large number of audience partici- 
pation shows, such as Ralph Ed- 
wards’ “Truth or Consequences,” 
which have been on the air for 
many years. Few of these are be- 
lieved to be affected by the give- 
away rules which ban programs re- 
quiring listening or viewing, an- 
swering the telephone, or buying 
the sponsor’s product. 














Point at Issue 


Continued from page 33 





provision, he said, and its failure 
to do so was intentional, as empha- 
sized by the care in which author- 
ity is given the Commission to pre- 
scribe rules to carry out other 
provisions. 

“Congress intended the Com- 
mission to have power to issue 
rules and regulations with respect 
to matters intimately related to 
the 
Bromley argued, “and it carefully 
and specifically granted and 
limited that power. Its silence 
with respect to the right of the 
Commission to issue regulations 
under Section 316 convincingly cor- 
roborates the conclusion that Con- 
gress recognized the inappro- 
priateness of conferring upon an 
administrative agency the right to 
interpret, enforce collaterally and 
impose additional sanctions and 
penalties under a criminal statute.” 

In its order adopting the rules, 
the Commission concluded that the 
question of its jurisdiction over 
Section 316 ‘does not affect the 
fact that it is an important declara- 
tion of public policy by Congress 
in the broadcast field.” The ma- 
jority decided “it is under a duty 
to give effect to such public policy 
in its licensing functions,” and that 
it must perform this duty “even 
where other agencies or the courts 
have concurrent powers’ which 
have not been exercised in the par- 


ticular case before the Commis- 
sion.” 
The fact that Section 316 has 


reenacted into the 
the Commission 


not in anv way 


been 
Code, 


Criminal 
said, “did 
affect or change 
the impact of the prohibition 
against the broadcast of lottery 
information as a criminal prohibi- 
tion expressing the public policy 
of the United States against the 
broadcasting of such programs.” 
The provision imposes a duty on 
the Justice Dept. to prosecute ap- 
parent violations and on the Com- 
mission to refer violations for ap- 


‘propriate action. 


| 


! 


come along. | 


operation of radio stations,” , 








VARIETY 











ALAN MOWBRAY 
“HOLLYWOOD in3 DIMENSIONS?” | 
VARIETY Says: 


“As an example of the type of 
video shows Hollywood might co- 
operate with, broadcasters cite spe- 


cifically Hollywood in Three Dimen- 


sions, now aired via KTTV on the 
| Coast. That program's interviews 
with stars, behind-the-scenes film 


clips, ete., could form a good blue- 
print for the film companies’ entry 
into TV.” 
A MAL BOYD Television Package 
in collaboration with ROBERT | 
JOSEPH. | 








FCC Too Late 


a ? | 

On Giveaways? 
Washington, Aug. 23. 

Did the FCC wait too long to | 

take action on the giveaways? | 

There’s a body of opinion here— | 


} 
| 
| 


and some of it is inside the 
agency—which thinks it did. It’s 
argued there would have been 


much greater acceptance of the ban 
if it had come last fall, shortly 
after oral arguments were held on 
the rules, when the number of give- 
away shows on the air was relative- 
ly few and there was none on tele- 
vision. 

But now, just as predicted by 
those who had favored the ban, a 
rash of shows has developed to 
combat competition. The networks, 
stations, program producers, agen- 
cies and advertisers have made 
commitments. It’s not so easy to 
“stop the music” as it was last 
vear. The giveaways have become 
the biggest audience shows on 
radio. 

FCC first announced its proposed 
rules on lotteries on Aug. 5, 1948. 
It held oral arguments Oct. 19. 
Since then, the Commission just 
“couldn’t make up its mind.” For 
a while, the agency seemed content 
to have the idea get out that action 


/ was imminent, but it was hesitant 


to take the plunge. Meanwhile, the 
industry worried less and 


busy producing shows. 


What seems to have stirred the 
agency to action were the recent 
hearings before the Senate Com- 
mittee on Interstate & Foreign 
Commerce on the nomination of 
Edward Webster for a second term 
on the Commission. Relentless 
questioning by Senator Charles W. 
Tobey (R.-N. H.), while directed ai 
Webster, involved FCC operations 
and policies generally. Tobey told 
reporters he wanted to throw “the 
fear of God” into the agency. 

Shortly after Webster’s confirma- 
tion, the Commission, after report- 
edly vacillating on what to do 
about the G. A. Richards case, sur- 
prisedly voted to hold hearings on 
both the proposal to transfer the 
three 50 kw stations to a group of 
trustees and to look into charges 
of news slanting. It was whispered 
at that time the giveaway rules 
would be next. 


‘Include Us Out’: Canada 


Toronto, Aug. 23. 

The FCC rulings on radio jack- 
pot giveaways will have no reper- 
cussions in Canada. While Canuck 
listeners may enjoy listening to 
such U. S. programs, there are no 
giveaway shows on the three na- 
tional networks of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. “That should 
be a fair indication of what our 
executive thinks of them,” said 
Ernest M. Bushnell, CBC program 
director. 

Giveaway programs have been 
strictly controlled in Canada and 
no action, comparable to that of 
the FCC, is expected. 





Web-By-Web Breakdown 


Following is a web-by-web breakdown of the giveaway programe 


currently on the air or returning in the fall. 


This list includes al] 


shows coming under the FCC decision, which drew no clear line 
between studio participation giveaways and those involving home 


listeners through the use of the telephone. 


Latter type of shows. 


which are concededly more vulnerable to the FCC ban, are marked 


with an asterisk. 


ABC 
No. of 


Program 
*Stop the Music ............- 
Magazine of 


Mins. 
60 Old Gold, Speidel, Eversharp 


Sponsor 


*Betty Crocker 

the Air 20 (Mon. thru Fri.) General Mills 
*Break the Bank 30 Bristol-Myers 
*Johnny Olsen’s Get-Together 60 Sustaining 
*Kate Smith Calls ......... 105 Sustaining 
*Name the Movie 25 Revere 
*Chance of a Lifetime....... 30 Sustaining 
AGG DB DINE. .nccioav i anweies 30 Sustaining 


Breakfast In Hollywood 


eeeee 


30 (Mon. thru 


Fri.) Sustaining 


Bride and Groom 30 (Mon. thru Fri.) Sterling Drug 

Jay Stewart’s Fun Fair 30 Sustaining 

Ladies Be Seated ........... 30 Sustaining 

Shoppers Special ......++..-- 30 Sustaining, 
CBS 


*Hit the Jackpot .....-cee-. 


15 (Mon. thru Fri.) DeSoto-Plyth, 


*Sing It Again .........-. wwe ‘Se Sustaining 
*Spin to Win ........-ee0+- 60 Sustaining 
Grand Slam ...........+... 15 (Mon. thru Fri.) Cont’l Baking 
Bob Hawk Show ....... as ce Camel Cigarets 
Winner Take All ........ ... 30 (Mon. thru Fri.) Sustaining 
Give ahd Take .icivscwes ove ae Toni 
Beat the Clock ....... ceosee 20 (Mon. thru Fri.) Sustaining 
NBC 
*Hollywood Calling ..... ssce ‘CR Gruen Watch (30 mins.) 
Truth Or Consequences ..... 30 Procter & Gamble 
Dr: FG, wis Liiassabaee tee Mars, Ine. 
Quiz Kids etna ae Miles Laboratories 
Double Or Nothing ......... 30 (Mon. thru Fri.) Cmpb’! Soups 
Take It Or Leave It...csvces BY Eversharp (Sept. 11) 
People Are Funny .......... 30 Raleigh Cigarets (Sept. 20) 
_ MBS 
Queen For a Day .....e..... 30 Philip Morris-Miles 
(Mon. thru Fri.) 
Tell Your Neighbor ........ 15 (Mon. thru Fri.) Co-op 
Can You Top: This ... cscs dO Sustaining 
Meet Your Match ...... cee OC Sustaining 
Sing For Your Supper ...... 30 Sustaining 
Man On. the Farm .icsvecess 30 Sustaining 
TEMG OF FO: sc cians none es ae Sustaining 
DO MOMOMIIOME. ks iN. Midaweeece” ae Ronson 
Tame &@ NUM? .éccicccrsss, U. S. Tobacco 





less | 
about FCC cracking down and got | 














whose chief source of worry was 
how to avoid conflicts, have, par- 
ticularly in the past year, found 
lean pickings, going many weeks 
at a stretch without engagements. 
Similarly among the writing fra- 
ternity, job chances have been 
growing increasingly slim. 

While the court test of the FCC 
action may be a time-consuming 
factor and not hit the current 
shows for perhaps another year, 
nevertheless it’s held a cinch that 
sponsors will be more wary of tak- 
ing them on. _ It’s considered a 
foregone conclusion too, that any 
of the package boys having addi- 
tional giveaway product to peddle 
might just as well toss them into 
the ash can. 





Shows to Go On 

Washington, Aug. 23. 
Now that the FCC has finally de- 
cided to ban the giveaways, it’s 
pretty generally agreed here that 
a long-drawn-out court battle is 
ahead. The Commission has let it 
be known it will welcome a court 
test. The industry will be glad to 
accommodate it. In the meantime, 

the shows are likely to continue. 
How long it will take for the 
question to be decided will depend 


' on whether a test is based on Com- 


mission action to enforce the rules 
after they take effect Oct. 1. If a 
test is made following FCC refusal 
to deny license renewal to a sta- 
tion broadcasting giveaways, it is 
expected it will take at least a year. 
However, if a stay order can be 
obtained in court before the FCC 
takes action against an offending 
station, it is believed the issue can 
be decided in perhaps nine months. 

While the Commission rules were 
generally believed to knock out the 
big jackpot shows, it was expected 
that many of the audience partici- 
pation programs would not be af- 
fected. Whether a particular pro- 
gram violates the lottery laws, as 


interpreted by the FCC, will de- 
pend on the facts of each case. 
However, the agency set up the 


following criteria by which radio 
and television stations may deter- 
mine the legality of programs in 
which the elements of prize and 
chance are present: 

‘l) If the winner is required to 
furnish any money or thing of 
value or is required to have in his 
possession any product sold, manu- 
factured, furnished or distributed 


Giveaway Fight Lines Drawn 


Continued from page 33 








by a sponsor of a program broad- 
cast on the station in question. 

(2) If the winner is required to 
be listening to or viewing the pro- 
gram on a radio or television re- 
ceiver. 

(3) If the winner is required to 
answer correctly a question, the 
answer to which is given on a pro- 
gram broadcast over the station or 
where aid in answering the ques- 
tion correctly is given on a program 
broadcast over the station. If the 
question to be answered is given 
on a previous program of the sta- 
tion it will be considered an aid in 
answering. 

(4) If the winner is required to 
answer the telephone in a_ pre- 
scribed manner or with a _ pre- 


| scribed phrase, or is required to 


write a letter in a prescribed man- 
ner or containing a_ prescribed 
phrase, if the manner of answering 
the phone or writing the letter has 
been broadcast over the station. 


Consideration Present 

One of the conditions frequently 
regarded as necessary for a lottery 
—the element of “consideration”— 
was considered by the Commission 
in the light of the peculiar nature 
of broadcasting. The majority 
opinion thought that in those pro- 
grams barred by the rules a con- 
sideration “of some form” is pres- 
ent. This, it indicated, would be 
true in programs in which the part- 
ticipant must furnish a boxtop or 
buy the sponsor’s product.” 

First reaction to the Commission 
action came from the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters, whose prexy. 
Justin Miller, took issue with the 
agency's authority to promulgate 
the rules. Miller emphasized he was 
taking no position on the merits 0 
giveaway programs from the stand- 
point of “good” or “bad” radio. He 
pointed out also that the NAB code 
discourages broadcasting of pro- 
grams designed “to buy” the audi- 
ence by offering inducements 0 
reward rather than quality of em 
tertainment as the incentive to lis 
ten. 

Miller contended that the pro 
grams falling under the FCC rules 
are not illegal and that the Com 
mission’s action “constitutes an Hr 
terference with program content 
contrary to the terms of the Cont 
munications Act. “These rules, 
he said, “not only represent an in- 
trusion into the administration of 
the criminal law, but set a prece 
dent which may lead to further in- 
terference with the free speech 
guaranteed by the Constitution. 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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There no longer is much doubt 
that from a production standpoint 
the Garroway show i 
yue current in TV circles. 

ore 
One is that despite the casual at- 
mosphere for which it strives the 
originating studio is obviously 
throwing into it every resourse at 
its command, its people are young, 
nice looking and capable, and NBC 
is bringing this Chicago presenta- 
tion east with the sharpness of an 
etching. This clarity of transmis- 
sion has been so marked to 
cause comment. 

The show is better since Garro- 


There 


as 


way has been pointed away from 
those silly comedy sight tags he 
was using to close with and so 


long as he remains just the infor- 
mal interlocutor his value will hold 
and grow. At present the troupe 
misses the team of ballet dancers 
it formerly included, particularly 
the boy who was outstanding with 
his turns, and the pianiste who de- 
livers a good lyric and stands out 
when she has a number like “Bring 
Her Along, She Plays.”’ 


The talent on the show is not 
spectacular but it’s good and it’s 
consistent. Viewers also have to 


like the way the troupe gets into 


and out of numbers and that, of 
course, is production. The back- 
ground of script, music, camera 


work, and direction drip with per- 
spiration—but it’s worth it 

A recent trend for this Sunday 
night half hour has been the in- 
clusion of one guest down next to 
closing. If it is to be continued. 
however. some new device will 
have to be launched for introduc- 
ing the visitors. Garroway has 
now ignored, in turn the visible 
but silent Duke Ellington, Buddy 
Ebsen and Henry Morgan And 
who except Morgan would fly to 
Chicago for a two-word gag? 

Probably the most ambitious 
number the show has attempted 
was “Rhapsody for Camera and 
Orchestra.” It was well done al- 
though the emphasis was on the 
wrong half. Boiled down, it 
summed into merely a montage of 
dollyup and pullaway shots of the 
instrumentation with special light- 
ing on some of the musicians. Not 
one shot it included was as strik- 
ing as a view practically thrown 
away on a previous program when 


than a couple of reasons: | 


|the studio lined up seven cameras 
‘ | like so many thoroughbreds in the 
is the top re-! 


gate at Belmont. It made a great 
flash and figuring these tripod 
pearls at around $13,000 apiece it 
was also an insight on the wealth 
of equipment with which this mid- 
west studio is working. But if 
“Rhapsody” is repeated (and why 
not?) some thought might be given 
to turning the three cameras on a 
fourth camera, rather than the or- 
chestra, dissecting it for the four- 
eyed monster it revolving the 
lens turret like the driving wheels 
on a locomotive until it goes faster 
and faster in cadence with the 
music, ete Meaning that musi- 
clans and their horns are familiar 
The camera is not 


is 


John Cameron Swayze seems to 
be deferring to the guests on “Who 
Said That?,’ which Bob Trout em- 
cees so effectively on NBC. judg- 
ing by this past Saturday.’s session 
It’s a pattern which has cropped 
up not only with this but on other 
audience quiz shows. Herbert 
Bayard Swope was the doven and 
dean so deferred to, but he took it 
modestly and _  fgood-humoredly. 
That didn’t estop Inez Robb from 
getting in her innings, and ditto 
Abe Burrows’ whose 
and Shean” doggerel was certainly 
a change of pace. “Said That?” 
has become the ‘Information 
Please” of video. and one of the 
better things on TV. 


Morey Amsterdam’s intensive 
desire to punch over a succession 
of toppers apparently didn’t rest 
well with “the girls” whom he 
“met”? Sunday night over NBC as 
he apparently was too loquacious 
for a quintet of femmes who usu- 


ally know how to take good care} 


of themselves regardless. They’re 
as rapier-witted as they're video- 


genic but femmecee Maggi Mc- 
Nellis along with her usual tri- 
umvirate, Eloise McElhone, Flor- 


ence Pritchett and Robin Chandler, 
plus guester Maxine Barrett, ap- 
parently couldn't talk fast enough 


for the peppery comedian . 
Meredith Willson’s endeavors for 
“something different” are begin- 


ning to project on his Jello show 
Sundays. The Steinwaying with the 
(Continued on page 42) 
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[SMALL TIME 

| With Danny Webb, others 
Director: Ray Barrett 

|30 Mins., Sat., 5 p.m. 

| WPIX, N. Y. 


| “Small Time” is a juvenile edi- | 


tion of Arthur Godfrey’s “Talent 
Scouts” without the benefit of a 
personality like Godfrey. Danny 
Webb, who handles a number of 
Juve shows on that station, talks 
to a small-fry who wants to exhibit 
a youngster who has talent, and 
then the child performs. An ap- 
plause meter has the final say on 
who gets the award. 

Initial edition of the show ap- 
peared somewhat stilted. Altheugh 
there was evidence that Webb tried 
to make the conversation between 
himself and the “agent” interesting 
by some pre-arranged gab, sparkle 


failed to come off. Talent was on 
par with the general run of kid 
Snows 

Unfortunately on the preem 
Stanza the audio went wrong in 
mid-session The silent version 
was no improvement 

“Small Time” is exactly that in 
more than one way Aside from 
carboning a successful adult show 


without benefit of a suitable central 
personality, there’s little to com- 
mend it as a juvenile talent ex- 
hibit. Participants look like they've 
been through the mass production 
processes of the myriad of singing 


and dancing schools. One act ‘a 
trio), which incidentally won the 
top mitt, looked as though they 
were coached by an experienced 
vauder. While they couldn’t be 
heard, they did an energetic com- 
edy tune and terp session that 
seemed promising. A bicycle was 
awarded as first prize. Because of 
sound breakdown, some listeners 
went away wondering if that ve- 


hicle would be shared by all three, 
or would the station kick in with 
two others Jose. 


. s 

Pepsi-Cola Film Shorts 

Pepsi-Cola has completed a se- 
ries of tele shorts for spots on 
video stations. Films were made in 
Phoenix, Ariz., last month featur- 
ing Louise Hyde, with animation 
and sound to be added in the east. 

Total of 10 spots were made un- 
der direction of Edward D. Flynn, 
tele director for the George R 
Nelson agency, Schenectady, in co- 
operation with Albert J. Goetz. in 
charge of advertising for Pepsi- 
Cola. 


STRATION 


| With Bill Givens, Guests 


Supervisor: Givens 


Directors: Duff Browne, Bob 
Stone 

6 Hrs., Tues (16), 8 a.m. 

Sustaining 


WRGB-TYV, Schenectady 
Television history is believed to 
have been written with a six-and-a- 
quarter-hour pickup by WRGB’s 
mobile unit of a massive conserva- 


tion demonstration on ae dairy 
farm near Adams, Mass., as part of 
Berkshire County Farmers Field 


Day. At signoff, emcee Bill Givens 
said it was the first time video had 
brought such an official far-s¢ 
demonstration into viewers’ homes 
Tired but happy, he used phrases 
like exhibition of “agricultural 
monstering might” in wrapping up 
telecast and tabbing technical 
ew Givens might be pardoned 
hyperbole; he had emceed the 
most ambitious remote the pionee! 
General Electric outlet ever under- 
took, and had come through 
ly, despite numerous rough spots. 


LO] 


solid- 


Program knocked off at noon after 
an 8 a.m. check-in and came back 
at 2:10 p.m., station filling with 
farm films. 

No one knows, of course, how 
many viewers watched part or all 
of the often absorbing if marathon 
educational One of guest speak 
ers—they included American and 
Canadian officials commented 
“You folks are attracting as much 
crowd with your telecast as the 
operation itself.” 

Dr. Hugh Bennett, highly articu- 
late chief speaker of l S. Soil 
Conservation Service, In an inter 


view stressed that erosion control 
was “an educational problem.” 
which must be “taught in our 
schools from kindergarten up to 
post graduate—it must start with 
children—we_ are losing about 
500,000 acres of good land each 
vear through easily controllable 
erosion; it must be stopped—no 
nation can stand it.” Cameras 
picked up a- remarkable ex- 
hibition of rock removal by 
bulldozers. Givens expressed 


proper enthusiasm for machines 
and the artistry of their handlers; 
interviews gave manufacturers’ 


representatives an opportunity for 
sweeping plugs. 
Demonstration by graders of 


creation of a farm pond and demo- 


lition of woodland comprised 
other highlights; also opening 
ceremony. Jaco. 


| FARM CONSERVATION DEMON- TO THE LADIES 


With Sarah Palfrey, Judith Mor- 
gan, Shirley Spencer, Harvey 
Harding, others 

Producer: Warren Wade 

Director: Edward Stasheff 

30 Mins., Thurs., 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 

“To the Ladies” provides a more 


entertaining twist to a_ strictly 
femme program that the general 
run of shows of this type. In 
between discourses on _ fashions, 
food, how-to, sports and femme 
accomplishments, song relief is 
provided by Harvey Harding ac- 
companying himself at the plano. 
Since there are so many subdivi- 
sions in this show, Harding has 
lots to do, thus forcing the pur- 
poses of the show to stay in the 
backs round 

Generally, the program attempts 
more than it can handle effectively 
There are brief demonstrations, tor 
example. of how to knit a beaded 
bag, or how to whip up a cooling 
non-alcoholic drink. With Harding 
taking all that time, there's hardly 
sufficient time for exposition, 
Sarah Palfrey, the tennis player, 
conducts an interview session, with 
initial guest being flier Marjorie 
Davis Shirley Spencer, of the 
N. Y. Daily News staff discourses 
on graphology and models parade 


some of the new modes. Generally, 
there’s something for virtually 
every type housewife on this show. 


Production and _ photography 
arent too imaginative except for 
the idea of breaking up the strictly 
femme gab with song sessions 


Jose 


COMIC CAPERS 
With Don and Vera Ward 
Director: Jean Gendron 
Producer: Tom O’Brien 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 6 p.m. 
SUN-TIMES 
WBKB, Chicago 
Bucking one of the toughest TV 
shows in this area (‘Kukla, Fran 
and Ollie” on WNBQ), producer 
Tom O’Brien has combined ventri- 
loquism, comic strips and kid stunts 
into an attractive package for the 
under-10-years bracket. The hubby- 
wife team of Don and Vera Ward 
does a stimulating job of amusing 
kid guests with an ant-sized variety 
show, main purpose of which is to 
plug the sponsor’s comic strips 
Main feature is the reading of 
(Continued on page 42) 
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what happens to radio? 


Do television owners turn on the radio when there are no 
television programs? Do they continue to listen to top radio programs? 
Do women stop their housework to look at television ? 
You will get a quick picture of what has happened to the radio-TV 
picture in New York—and is happening fast all over the country— 
from an analysis just prepared by the Du Mont Research Department. 
You ought to know the facts before you make up next year’s advertising 
budget. A note or a phone call will bring them. 
Remember—Du Mont is the one television network that cares to 
release these facts, because Du Mont is exclusively in television. 
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LU |\CHARLIE STARKE MUSIC | ¢*?Oeeetereorererecoretrs, CHICK MORRIS CONDUCTORS’ SHOWCASE . 
eee McDaniel, Mary Jane| SHOPPE . E Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:15 p.m. | With David Broekman and Symph} 

Croft, Hugh Studebaker, Henry Producer: Joe Tery Radio Followup | Sustaining Sandy Becker, announcer 

Blair, Ernest Whitman, Ruby 

Dandridge; Marvin Miller, an- 

nouncer 


Writers: Bill Freedman, Herb Finn, 
Sol Saks, Arthur Julian, Howard 
Leeds, Sherwood Schwartz 

Producer: Tom McKnight 

15 Mins.: Mon. thru Fri., 7 p.m. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

CBS, from Hollywood 
(Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample) 
Returning from its summer lay- 

off. the “Beulah”? comedy series is 

settling down on the CBS network 
with all of its former ingredients 
intact. It will have no trouble in 
reestablishing its grip on dialers 
who have cottened to this show in 
past seasons. This show, however, 
has little in the way of novelty. 

The fiock of scripters are evidently 

prefabricating the laughs out of 

ready-made gags and mail-order 
situations. But the timing is good 

"and the yocks, judging from the 

studio audience, are planted accu- 

rately to explode every half-minute. 

Hattie McDaniel is back in the 
familiar role of a domestic in the 
Henderson family. Reenforcing the 
racial stereotypes, all the Negro 
characters in this show are clown- 
ish, while the whites are patron- 
izingly sympathetic. Within the 
framework of this cliche, the script 
is otherwise innocuous. Story line 
on the opening show (22) indicated 
that Beulah is to be saddled with 
her cousin’s six-month’s old baby 
for some time. 

Plugs for the Procter & Gamble 
soap products were slanted for the 
femmes with a friendly tone and a 
scientific pitch. Herm. 
RELIGIOUS RADIO NOW 
With Dr. Everett C. Parker 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10 a.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, irom Chicago 

Aired by the University of Chi- 
cago workshop, this show presented 
a full summary of the activities and 
aims of the Protestant Radio Com- 
mission. It made an _ interesting 
contrast between the narrow ap- 

roach of the bible-belt broadcast- 
ing evangelists and the PRC’s gen- 
eral plan to promote enlightened 
and tolerant thinking. Dr. Everett 
C. Parker, director of the Commis- 
sion, gave the details of how his 

“organization operates on the air. 


Most interesting features of this 
a couple of guests 
from abroad who spoke simply on 
One was 


program were 


the meaning of religion. 


a Japanese woman who _livec 


through the American bombings of 


Tokyo and the other was a con 


verted head-hunter from the Solo- 


mon Islands. 
of the humanizing 
their religious ideas. 


influence 
Helm, 





Worcester — Barbara Jones 


tion supervisor of four years’ disk- 
ing, has left to join new Green- 


ville, S. C., WMUU. 


Both gave evidence | Crowe, Sidney 
of : 


120 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 10 a.m. 
Participating 

| WINS, N. Y. 

{ Due to swing into its third year 
on the air in October, the Charlie 
Starke Music Shoppe caters to late 

|morning listeners who scorn the 

| hotter forms of modern music. For 

'purposes of classification, Starke 
divides his two hours of time into 
a half-dozen “booths.” These range 
from Latin American rhythms to 


“Memory Lane” songs. 
Judging by one of the “Music 


Shoppe” sessions caught last week, 
this platter program is consider- 
ably less irritating than some of 
its contemporaries. Starke stresses 
“easy listening’ and in keeping 
with that objective reads the blurbs 
in a style commensurate with the 


show’s general tone. Withal, it’s 
one of those airers that a dialer 
can take or pass by with equal 
adeptness. Gilb, 


30MB THAT FELL ON AMERICA 

With WGLN Players 

Directors: Carroil Hunter, Jessica 
White 

Producer: Bill Crowe 

60 Mins., Sun., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WGLN, Glens Falls, N. Y. 


Northern New York 250-watter, 
and Carroll Hunter and Jessica 
White, can hold their heads high 


after this ambitious dramatization 
of Herman Hagedorn’s powerful 
narrative poem, broadcast on the 
fourth anniversary of the bombing 


of Hiroshima. He gave _ special 
permission to air it. Miss Hunter, 
formerly on _ editorial staff of 


|'Charm, and Miss White do a wo- 
|}men’s show via WGLN. Program 
| was announced as one of a fall 
| series to be presented by the 
| WGLN Players. 


Hour’s broadcast had rough spots | 


and uncertain moments, but total 
effect was startling. Combination 
of theme, writing and narration, 
represented radio at its loftiest. 


Cali for a renascence of belief by 
135,000,000 Americans in the hu- 


man soul created by God, in the 
face of 
bomb, struck an imperative note. 

Sound effects generally were 
rather good, although not perfect. 
Opening narration, by alternating 
feminine voices, was smoothly, 
movingly handled. Sequence in 
which a “modern man” 


1 | out 


- | off very well. 


| Hunter and Miss White. 
Beckwith, Bob Murphy, 


Jaco. 





the atom or any other 


attempts 
to argue ability to function with- 
God's guidance, while explo- 
sions puncture the dialectics, came 


Frank Mullin, Kay Oakeson, Bill 
Rosoff and Earl 
, Charland were featured, with Miss 
Dorothy 

Boy] d ] ond ba 
vor a L es, Boyle and Pauline Rhinelanders 
WTAG and WTAG-FM ttranscrip- were others listed, along with Lou 
Tinney as studio engineer in charge 
of special music and sound effects. 











A 9.0 Hooper rating! The show: ‘‘Meeting Time With Sam Workman,” 


The time: 10:00 to 10:15 


a.m. across the board (pre- 


ceding Godfrey). The station: 50,000-watt WRVA. Available 
to the timebuyer who reaches Radio Sales first, 


Od 4 $4 OH 0446444644449 444- 


Al Jolson’s exploitation whirl to 
launch his “Jolson Sings Again” 
included marathon personals with 
the N. Y. disk jocks, and in his 
authoritative informal manner he 
philosophized and also told the 


platter chatterer’s confreres how | 


he rated them. For instance, on 
a stint with Ted Husing the star 
observed that Art Ford and Ray- 


burn & Finch, both WNEW, im- 
pressed him as hep, young, per- 
sonable and showmanly. He took 


Husing’s showmanship for granted 
as was evidenced by Jolson’s pal- 
aver with the WMGM record im- 
presario. Part of the philosophy, 
in relation to show biz nostalgia, 
was Jolie’s question, “What does 
time and a clock mean, excepting 
maybe it would leave you disk 
jockeys stuck when it comes to an- 


nouncing it’s now 9.30 a.m. by 
courtesy of B-u-l-o-v-a.” He won- 
dered that if there were no such 


thing as a calendar, the following 
might come to pass: “You'd look at 
yourself in the mirror and that 
wrinkle you might say, ‘My, hasn't 
my dimple become more accentu- 
ated!’ Or, let’s say you notice a 
gray hair, and you'd say, ‘Doesn't 
that touch of white make my curls 
look softer’.” Jolson discoursed on 
why he hates radio scripts, and 
proved his point with a glib ad lib 


manner of bright chitchat He 
added that that’s why he felt he'd 
do even better on television. In 


all events, between Jolson’s six-in- 
one-nighters on the Loew circult, 
his radio DJ personals, and the 
like. he evidenced himself a nat- 
ural ballyhooist. 


Tex and Jinx show Sunday had 
an extraordinary presentation with 
the “man of the week” salute to 
Bernard Baruch, It was showmanly, 
hep and aduit, intersplicing a 
variety of vignettes and anecdota 
by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, John 
Golden, Billy Rose and Baruch 
himself. All taped, it was a skill- 
fully blended pot-pourri. Golden 
recalled how Baruch almost got 
into show business, and Rose, one- 
time secretary to Baruch, dwelt on 
the wisdom of his counsel... On 
the subject of Mr. & Mrs. teams, 
the Richard Kollmars (Dorothy 
Kilgallen) are doing a tiptop job 
via taped travelogs of their current 
hegira through Italy. The “Dorothy 
& Dick” show evidences they’re 
as graphic audio reporters as, for 
instance, have been two of their 
colleagues on the N, Y. metropoli- 
tan press—Earl Wilson and Louis 
Sobol. The Post columnist did 
some of his best reportage via his 
recent European o.o., and Sobol 
got a new slant on Hollywood, with 
a hep Broadway approach, that’s 
different. And so with the Koll- 
mars, who don’t Cook’s Tour, but 
give it a folksy yet sophisticated 
approach as they meander through 
the Italian treasuries of art and 
lore. 





Basic malady of radio comedy, 
according to Abe Burrows, is the 
disposition of gag writers and 
comics to undersell the intelligence 
of their audiences. Guesting on 
Gilbert Seldes’ “America’s Funny- 
bone” airer on WNEW, N. Y., 
Thursday night (18), Burrows 
|ripped the double standard of some 
| comics who privately enjoy an 
jadult brand of humor while 
|publicly retailing the tired cliches 
to dialers. 

From week to week, this airer 
continues to present a trenchantly 
entertaining analysis of American 
humor. Seldes has a sharp and 
discriminating taste and never 





| 


commits the sin of talking down. | 


iSample comment from this airer 
reveals his wry approach: ‘The 
‘amount of time and money spent 
on radio comedy is, to coin a 
phrase, no laughing matter. Two 


tragic sights you can see any day | 
along radio row: a gag writer when | 
the comedian doesn’t like his joke | 


and a comedian when the sponsor 
doesn't like his Hooperating.” 
Abbey Albert is doing a 
thon pickup from New York's 
Village Barn nitery in a manner 
that reminds of the 3 Suns’ in- 
tensive broadcasting which did so 
much to build them up. Albert 
has a sparkling pianologistic style, 
which is ear-arresting and soothing. 
His choice of dansapation and 
manner of arrangement are tiptop 





terpstering, and should get him 
fast attention. 
Denver — Pete Smythe, former 


KLZ, Denver program director. 
and more recently of Hoilywood, 
has returned to Denver. Currently 
he’s playing a six-a-week piano and 
chatter 15 minute strip heard | 


Smythe Show.” 


mornings on KLZ called “The ori 


mara- | 


| WBZ, Boston 
| As special events director at 
| WBZ Chick Morris gets around. 
The other night (he usually follows 
‘the 11 p.m. news roundups) he 
jumped in on the play on Shirley 
May France, hopeful Channel 
swimmer, and went down to Som- 
erset, Mass., to pick up local color. 
With his portable’ recording 
gadget he first caught the 17-year- 
old’s ma, a pert woman who knocked 
off work at the factory that em- 
ploys her to tell of her daughter's 
background. Next he got her two 
sisters, 12 and nine, who spoke up 
brightly and entertainingly. Then 
the proprietor of the variety store, 
and finally the firemen sitting in 
front of their station. He topped it 
all off with a re-broadcast of a 
BBC interview with Miss France 
picked off the air. Quick-witted, on 
the spot interviewer, who doesn’t 
miss a trick in this area, Morris 
made it a sock human interest nar- 


rative, managing to get all his 
subjects to loosen up and chat 
easily and naturally. Elie 





SAMMY WATKINS ORCHESTRA 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 11:15 p.m. 
EVA EGGLESTON PERFUME 

SHOP 
WOKO, Albany 

A sample of the entertainment 
on tap in Saratoga during the rac- 
ing Sammy Watkins’ 
tock, which hit 
its air stride on final night of the 
first week. That broadcast came 
the closest, of four stanzas heard, 
to the smooth Watkins entertain- 
ment of long ago from the Ken- 
more Hotel in Albany, via WGY, 
Schenectady. Lively and rhythmic, 
it constituted one of the most sus- 
tained half-hours of dance band 
stuff caught hereabouts in some 
time. Rough spots still existed, 
but the all-over effect represented 
a distinct improvement over pre- 
vious shots. 

Watkins expertly mixes sweet 
music with bounce and rhumba, 
last named coming to fore on Sat- 
urday outing. Trumpet and saxo- 
phone are standout. Soloist Nancy 
Nesbitt is good. Gene O’Haire, Jr., 
newcomer to radio, sounded prom- 
ising on a final studio commercial 
one night. Jaco. 


season is 
music from Piping 


TELLE-KID QUIZ 
With Bruce Eliot, Dan McCullough 
30 Mins., Sat., 9:30 a.m. 
MERIT CARD CO. 
WOR, New York 
Designed for juves under 16 
years, Telle-Kid Quiz adds up to 
a low-budget giveaway with “Uncle 
Don” overtones. Question and an- 
swer show, conducted via a two- 
way phone conversation, is sup- 
plemented by some idle chitchat 
between quizmaster Bruce Eliot 
and the youthful contestants. Cate- 
gorized into various age groups, the 
questions are basically simple with | 
Eliot giving the kids enough time 
to get answers from their parents, 
if not in the know themselves. 
_ In addition to answering an in- 
itial poser, each contestant is given 
a chance at a miniature jackpot. 
With only 30 seconds of thinking 
time allowed, even the parents 
have difficulty getting the answer 
to the prize puzzler. Eliot, how- 
ever, could use a little more dis- 
cretion in his choice of questions. 
Asking a five-year-old, “what fic- 
tional character slept for 20 
years?” is unquestionably overes- 
timating the kid’s ability and as 
was the case on the program left 
the entire problem in the hands 
of his mother. 


Producer: James Fassett 
Director: Oliver Daniel 
60 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m, 
Sustaining 

| CBS, from N.Y, 


| 
| CBS has come up with a most 
| commendable idea—to give quali- 


| fied U. S. composer and arrang- 
ers a chance to present a full hour 
of their own compositions and are 
rangements with a full-size orches- 
tra. This is more than the aver. 
age symphony orchestra does for 
America’s wealth of talent. CBs 
has picked five nationally known 
artists in the field of light anq 
popular music, and given them a 
48-piece orch and carte blanche in 
building their programs. Not only is 
the web thus paying proper respects 
to David Broekman, Raymond 
Paige, Robert Russell Bennett. Ray 
Bloch and Mark Warnow, but com- 
ing up with a choice evening of 





music, 
Broekman teed off the series 
Wednesday (17). Novelist, com- 


poser arranger and conductor, he 
showed off his talents to rare ade 
vantage. Wisely, to prevent 
monotony or charge of hogging 
the act, he offered only three of his 
compositions, the balance of the 
hour consisting of Broekman’s ar- 
rangements of the work of 
contemporary composers, 
classics Thus, he oftered 
man’s “A Great Day,” 
“Drawing Room,” Porter’s “Begin 
the Beguine,” “Carousel” Waltz, 
as well as his arrangements of 
Mexican tunes, Mozart and opera 
bits. His arrangements were dis- 
tinctive and smart, and faithful 
to the composer, without being too 
intricate or contrived. 

His own compositions sounded 

irst-rate. These included ‘“Sam- 
ba of the Orchids,” a snappy rhy- 
thm number, melodious and catchy; 
“Intermezzo for a Day in May,” a 
charming, jaunty mood piece, and 
excerpts from his ‘Manhattan 
Fairy Tale” Suite, which is good 
descriptive music in jazz vein. The 
expert orch CBS provided Broeke 
man helped make a superior pro- 
| gram. Only flaw was the an- 
nouncer’s pronunciation of the se- 
lections, his dropping of his voice 
towards the end of a title leaving 
something to be desired. Bron. 


fellow 
or of 

You- 
Scott's 


{YOUR GOOD FAIRY 
With Ellen Fay 
Writer: Miss Fay 

30 Mins., Sat., 9 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WROW, Albany 

Small children constitute the 
principal audience for this pro- 
gram, presented by a State Teach- 
ers College senior. Choice of ma- 
terial and style of narration are 
properly geared to that level—it 
is probable some mothers may lis- 
ten with their youngsters. Mail 
response is reported good. The 
tabbing of birthdays and messages 
for individual tots make an effec- 
tive hook. 

Miss Fay spins the _ stories, 
straight and ‘‘sound,” with a degree 
of skill. From an adult viewpoint, 
program is slightly noisy, but in the 
children’s world of fantasy and 
make-believe this has a natural 
place. Certain of the tales-—many 
concern animals—have a fearsome 
tenor but that, too, presumably is 
part of child lore, Transcribed 
musical selections — one heard 
seemed to carry narration by Don 
Wilson—and a poem, round out the 
30 minutes. Miss Fay commend- 
ably starts the show with the say- 
ing of grace. She possesses @ 
pleasing radio personality. Jaco. 
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““Well, on the next trip 





it’ll either have to be 


stronger oars or less Wheaties.”’ 
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Inside Television 


Underlining the trouble that may be encountered by television pro- 
ducers in adapting w.k. works was the casting job faced by Mort Mill- 
man, producer for ABC-TV on the upcoming “L'il Abner” show. Be- 


cause of the preconceived notions of viewers as to what the characters | 


should look like, Millman at first attempted to find actors who would 
jook as though they had stepped directly out of the Al Capp comic strip. 
He later decided, however, that it was more necessary that the actors 
have the subtler qualities of walking and talking like the cartoon 
characters, since the public has acquired a feeling for such things based 
on watching the strip for years. 


Millman finally completed his casting of the four main characters 
last week, setting Craig Shepard as “Abner”; Judy Bourne as “Daisy 
Mae”; Bobby Barry as “Pappy Yokum,” and Agnes Scott Yost as 
“Mammy.” Producer said, however, he will keep looking for even 
better characters until the show takes the air early this fall. Ezra Stone 
will direct, with Arnold Horwitt and Lee Rogow handling the adap- 
tation. Special score, including a theme for each of the four main 
characters, has been written by Bernard Green, who will conduct the 
orch. Capp himself is taking an active part in the production as con- 
sultant and adviser. 


New television transmitting antenna designed to provide higher 
power, greater power gain and directional effects was put on the market 
this week by RCA, with the first one delivered to WNBT, Columbus, O. 
Antenna comprises dipole and screen combination units, which achieve 
fiexibility through the many possible arrangements. Each unit can 
serve an area extending from the tower in the form of a quarter-circle. 
By mounting one, two, three or four dipole and screen combinations 
on as many sides of the tower, the broadcaster reportedly can obtain a 
directional pattern from a quarter-circle to all-directional coverage. 
New units can be tuned for use in both the high and low frequency 
portions of the current TV channels. 


Pointing up Canada’s increased interest in television, the Canadian 
Radio Yearbook will carry a video section for the first time in the 1949- 
50 edition. Andrew N. McLellan, TV director of Canada’s Academy of 
Radio Arts, has been named to edit the section. Year-book is published 
ke. J. Wheeler. McLellan will also conduct the Academy’s second 
TV study course, which tees off in Toronto in October. 


ECA Films Set for TY _| 


Four single-reel films turned out 
by the Economic Cooperation Ad- 
ministration will preem individual- 
ly over all N. Y. television stations 
this weekend in a plan set up 
among the webs by ABC-TV film 
chief Nat Fowler. While the other 
stations have not selected their 
time spots, WJZ-TV and the ABC 
eastern web will screen “‘One Piece 
of Coal,” Sunday night (28) from 
9 to 9:15. 

Films are to be rotated so that 
each station will eventually have | 
played all four. Other titles are 
“Hidden Treasure,’ “Railroads” 
and ‘Life Must Go On.” 


Cincy’s 30,000 Sets 
Cincinnati, Aug. 23. 
TV sets in the WLW-T area as 
of Aug. 1 numbered 30,000, an in- 
crease of 25,600 in the past year, 
according to a survey by Crosley’s 
research department. Latest figure 
on installations in the Dayton, O., 
area served by Crosley’s WLW-D, 
is 11,400, and in Columbus terri- 
tory reached by Crosley’s WLW-C 
the number of sets is 8,000. 


A breakdown of the 44,540 total 
in the three areas has 2,569 sets in 
public places and 41,971 in private 
homes. 


Pro Grid Charity Game 
Gets 3-Way Pre-Season 
Tele Spread in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 23. 


of Cincinnati and Xavier Univ. 
home football games, Cincy’s three 
video stations lowered the boom 
on the pre-season charity exhibi- 
tion tilt Saturday (20) night be- 
tween the National League’s cham- 
pion Chicago Bears and the Pitts- 
burgh UC’s 
Video rights were given after the 
24,000-seat capacity 
early in the day. 


Steelers at stadium 


was sold out 

Cincy is without representation 
in pro football and the clash, won 
34-0 by the Bears, was a treat for 
ticket holders as well as for the 
additional countless thousands of 
fans who sat in on the telecasts 

Each of the TV stations had sea- 
soned sportscasters on the job and 
they came through with splendid 
performances. 

For Crosley’s WLW-T the play 
description was furnished by Red 
Thornburgh, veteran staffer. This 
station is expected to have Al Hel- 
fer, now radioing the New York 
Giants baseball games, on hand for 


the regular football season. He 
covered big midwest college games 
last season for WLW. 


Miking on the Scripps-Howard 
WCPO-TV was done by Dick Bray, 
dean of local sportscasters and for- 
mer Big 10 football and basketball 
official, with Waite Hoyt supplying 
the color. Hoyt, ex-big league 
pitcher, has been announcing the 
Reds’ baseball games on local sta- 


Schwerin, Starch Entries Into TV 
Cues Increased Ad Interest in Field 


Tuning up for coverage of Univ. | 


tions for the past nine years and. 
is doing that chore exclusively this | 


season for Burger beer, with out- 
lets on WLW-T 
and WCPO, AM station. 

Dick Nesbitt, former All-Ameri- 
can pro member of the Chicago 
Bears and a 12-year man on Times- 
Star stations, did the play report- 
ing for WKRC-TV with Ed Ken- 
nedy, staffer, on color. 

Tagging was done by the sta- 
tions’ separate brewery sponsors, 
Schoenling, Hudepohl and Wiede- 
mann. 


and WCPO-TY | 


Entry of both Schwerin Research 
and Daniel Starch into television 
last week is believed to emphasize 
TV’s growing stature as an ad me- 
dium. Schwerin had heretofore 
confined his efforts to radio, while 
Starch had concentrated on re- 
searching newspaper and magazine 
ads 

Starch plans to cover only TV 
commercials, incorporating many 
of the techniques used by the out- 
fit in its previous work. Schwerin 
on the other hand, will seek audi- 
ence measurement of both commer- 
cials and programs, conducting his 
testing on both shows already on 
the air and those still in the plan 
ning stage. On the basis of exper- 
iments conducted with NBC for the 
last eight months, Schwerin de- 
clared in a press preview of his 
system Thursday (18) that “for the 
first time we are able to overcome 


the reluctance of many national 
adyertisers to enter TV at this 
stage.” 

Experiments have shown, for ex- 


ample, Schwerin said, that the se- 
quencing of time slots is nowhere 
near as important in TV as it is in 
radio. In TV, he emphasized, pro- 
gram quality is the dominant fac- 


tor. Schwerin also revealed his 
tests to show that setowners and 
non-setowners do not react differ- 


ently to programs; that the increas- 
ing popularity of large-screen sets 
will not be a factor in enjoyment; 
that the number of viewers per set 
does not appreciably affect reac- 
tions, and that the novelty factor is | 
not important in TV 

Advertisers Sign Up 


Researcher disclosed that he has 
pacted with “RC for a continuing 
program of ‘‘on-the-air’’ home tests, 
teeing off tonight (Wed.) with “Be- 
lieve It or Not.” Testing will uti- 
lize the superimposition of num- 
bers on the screen to cue viewers 
when to note their reactions. Fu- 
ture home tests will be conducted 
on both sustaining and sponsored 
shows, with the service open to all 
webs. Continuing “improvement” 
tests, both home and studio, and 


“audition” tests, have been signed 
for by Miles Laboratories, American 
Telephone & Telegraph, and others. 
Toni and other advertisers have 
pacted for testing of their TV com- 
mercials, and NBC has allowed 
Schwerin to use its facilities for 
outside clients. 

Starch system is to incorporate a 
continuing consumer research pro- 
gram on TV commercials covering 
viewing, attitudes and product ac- 
ceptance. Starch will not attempt 
to ascertain whether commercials 
have resulted in increased or de- 
creased product sales, but advertis- 
ers will be able to derive their own 
conclusions on that question by 
correlating Starch’s results with 
other tests. First of a series of 
monthly reports is to be published 
Sept. 20, covering commercials on 
the air during August. 

Researchers are to go into viewer 
homes with “story boards,” on 
which are a series of stills taken in 
sequence from the commercial. 
Respondents identifying the com- 
mercial will then be asked for their 
reactions. Research will be con- 
ducted in five or six key cities at 
the start, with interviews to be di- 
vided equally between men and 
women. According to Jack Boyle, 
who will handle the TV testing, 
charges are to be based on the ad- 
vertiser’s TV activity, with one 
basic subscription price and an ad- 
ditional charge for each network 
show and spot commercial covered. 


History on Video 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Cascade Pictures will go into 
production on its television series 
“Great Documents of History” in 
September. Pix wiil be animated 
and roll 15 minutes each. First 
to go will be Abraham Lincoln’s 
Gettsburg Address. 

Cascade has just completed first 
in a series of 40-second comme 
cials. Film commercials are set 
up to give local sponsor 20 seconds 
to make pitch after eye-catching 


‘entertaining blurb. 





























time and again during its 9 successful 
years on the air returns next week 








The serial radio show that was in first position 


ON TELEVISION! 











TELEVISION Productions for the Fall: 


“BREAK THE BANK” 
“THE WITCH’S TALE” 


(in association with ALONZO DEAN COLE) 


“TALENT JACKPOT” 


“THE O’NEILLS” 





THE O’NEILLS 


Are coming to TELEVISION 
on DUMONT for DUMONT sets 


STARTING TUESDAY, AUG. 30th at 9 P.M. EDT 


—An ED WOLF Production — 


“AMERICAN MINSTRELS OF 1950" 


WOLF ASSOCIATES, INC. 


420 Madison Ave., New York 
Plaza 5-7620 
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the strips, in a sequence that goes 
the “Uncle Bob” radio series one 
better by using blown-up slides. 
Before and after, Don Ward shows 
tricks of magic; converses with 
Boo, a little hand-dummy rabbit , 
that lives in a top hat, and coaxes 
his junior guests to show off their 
hobbies and stunts. 

There are noticeable faults — 
Ward’s style is overly patronizing; 
Mrs. Ward is too quick to join in 
with appreciative little shrieks of 


laughter; lensers tip off the pro- 
gram lags by spotting the kids 
engaged in conversational asides. 


However, it’s a good kid show, and 
should draw a steady viewer trade 





from that age group. Mart. 
It’S A DOG'S LIFE 
With Paul Roberts, Marion Wil- 


liams, George Henderson, Libby 

Barnard, Virginia Byrd, Pai 

Hurley, Bill DeWitt, Mimi Lee 
Producer-writer: Gene Starbecker 
30 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. (CDT), 
Sustaining 
WFBM-TV, Indianapolis 

This package represents a good 
idea for the family audience, espe- 
cially families that keep or want 
pets. It dispenses a lot of inter- 
esting dope about dogs in an in- 
teresting way, starting with a 
human situation and then switch- 
ing to it counterpart in canine life. 
Curtain-raiser opened with a few 
sarcastic remarks, illustrated, by 
Paul Roberts, about all the time 
women waste in beauty parlors. 
Mimi Lee countered with some 
sharp barbs on ditto while a man 
got the works in a barber shop. 
Scene then dissolved to a dog 
salon, where a couple of thorough- 
breds were being primped by their 


trainers, one a Scotch terrier, the 
other a_ poodle. Roberts inter- 
viewed trainers, explaining each 


step in procedure. 

Initial success of show is credit 
to Gene Starbecker’s slick writing 
and breezy narrating by Roberts, 
who is WFBM disk jockey. He has 
a smooth, casual style. Show is 
now set up for six weekly editions, 
built around Roberts, second to 
“deal with problems encountered by 
the average family when it goes 
out to buy a good pup. Dogs, in- 
cluding champ _bluebloods 


through cooperation of 
Kennel Club, International 
nel Club and American 
Assn. 


clearer detail. Corb. 


EVENING FOR FOUR HANDS 
With Clifford Shaw, Earle Keller; 

Ralph Hansen, announcer 
Producer: Bud Witherbee 
Director: Dick Jackson 
15 Mins., Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
WAVE-TV, Louisville 

Teaming the talents of Cliff 
Shaw and Earle Keller, keyboard 
vets, duo piano sesh looks like a 
good bet for a regular spot. Num- 
bers are mostly from the operetta 
field, and should have wide appeal. 

Program caught teed off with an 
introductory spiel by Ralph Han- 
sen, brief and brisk, then four 
hands were caught by two cameras 
on the keyboards, a neat trick done 
done by transposing one pic on the 
other. It makes a neat opening 
shot and is repeated couple times 
during the show. Another effect 
that registered was an overhead 
shot of the individual pianist, made 
= 


Continued from page 39 


and 
some rare specimens, are supplied 
Hoosier 
Ken- 
Canine 
Camera work in opener was 
okay, although nearer focus might 
have shown handling of dogs in 


Reviews 

















by one of the cameras mounted on 
a balcony. It made for flexibility. 

Piano team made the ar- 
rangements, from standard opera 
melodies like “On Desert Isle With 
Thee” and “Thou Swell” from 
“Connecticut Yankee” and “She 
Didn’t Say Yes” and “Night Was 
for Love,” another Kern duo from 
“Cat and Fiddle.” Duo pianists 
also gave neat interpretations of 
“All the Things You Are,” Kern 
tune, and a Dubin-Warren Holly- 
wood number, “Shadow Waltz.” 
Closed the show with a medley of 
“«S’Wonderful,” “Hallelujah” and 
“Girl Friend.” 

Sound was topnotch, and direct- 
ing hand of Dick Jackson showed 
imagination. Altogether, good se- 
lection of TV material, with plenty 
of smart camera handling to avoid 
monotony. Pianists’ work was ex- 
cellent. Wied. 


SESSIONS WITH ART VAN 
DAMME QUINTET 

With Art Yan Damme and orch 

Director: Lewis Gomavitz 

15 Mins., Tues.-thru-Fri., 10:15 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNBQ, Chicago 

Pop music fans will like this 
four-a-week series but they can get 
the same effect from radio. It’s 


another show that just isn’t tele- 
vision. 


Art Van Damme, a= superior 
accordionist, on show caught, 
paced his four musical mates 


through a lively series of instru- 
mentals and vocals, while the lens 
neatly picked up individual shots 
of the musicians. 

Numbers’ selected showed an 
earnest effort to please the major- 
ity, “Sweet Georgia Brown,” ‘Dark 
Eyes,” “Temptation” and “Em- 
braceable You.” Vocalist Claude 
Schreiner showed distinct eye-and- 
ear appeal for the distaff side with 
his crooning of “You” and “Huck- 
lebuck.” 

Song titles were superimposed. 
This, besides the lensing, was the 
only notable concession to a tele 
audience. “Sessions” looks like a 
radio show someone tossed into 
TV for a filler. WNBQ’s producers 


apparently forgot that TV means 
pictures and the best pix show 
motion. Mart. 





Followup Comment 
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“longhair” bit; the satire on the 
| bandleader whose stick-waving is 
|apparently just part of a not too 
| necessary act; the “single people” 
and even utilizing Mary McCagty 
| for the commercial plugs, at least 
must make him the sponsor’s de- 
| light. 

| 


Video adaptation of “Pretty 
Little Parlor” on NBC-TV’s “Philco 
Summer Playhouse” Sunday night 
(21) could not be classed as pleas- 
ant summer viewing. Hour-long 
legiter, based on the Claiborne 
Foster play which had a Broadway 


run in 1944, was staged and acted | 


well enough but the theme of a 
neurotic, grasping woman, capped 
by that denouement of her writh- 
ing on the floor after a nervous 
collapse, was hardly the type of 
show to round off a weekend in 
the country. 

Film actress Marta Linden, in 
the meaty role of the woman, did 
an excellent job. Her  heavy- 


‘handed thesping might have gone 


awry in the hands of a less capable 
actress 


as the stepdaughter and Peggy 
McCay made her mark in_ the 
smaller role of the daughter. Male 
parts were well-handled by Paul 
Parks, William Windom, Alexander 
Campbell and Homer Smith. Fred 
Coe’s production was up to his 
usual top standards and Garry 
Simpson did a capable directing 
job. 














| 
| 


| TV Giveaways 


} Continued from page 37 .—_— 


generally believed the Louis G. 
Cowan-Mark Goodson package en- 
countered little trouble when it 
entered TV because of the strong 
rep it had previously built on 
radio. 

In addition to “Music,” now 
aired Thursday nights on ABC-TV, 
the video shows expected to be 
immediately affected are “Break 
the Bank,’ ABC simulcast; “Fun 
for the Money,” ABC-TV show 
from Chicago; “Spin the Picture,’ 
DuMont Saturday night sustainer, 
and “Winner Take All,” sponsored 
by Chevrolet Saturday nights on 
CBS-TV. Several other video shows 
now on the air have giveaway 
angles but they assertedly do not 
fall into the “lottery” classifica- 
tion. as defined by the FCC. Such 
shows are ABC-TV’s “Couple of 
and DuMont’s “Headline 
Clues” and “Magic Cottage.” 

With the other networks deter- 
mined to fight the FCC decree, it 
is uncertain at this point what 
effect the ruling will have on 
future video programming. It is 
anticipated that broadcasters will 








Joes” 


stear clear of initiating any new 
giveawayers until some _ cut-and- 
dried decision is reached. NBC, 


for example, has been working on 
a new fall tele program which 
would have offered an all-expense 
holiday trip to the winner. Such 
programs will probably be shelved 
temporarily, at least until the webs 
are certain which way they can 








but she made the part | 
believable. Betty Furness was fine | 








move. 
| 


| NBC-TV Grosses 








—mm, continued from page 37 Gea 
the rate card, indicating they can 
increase as the market grows. This, 
according to Johnston, has made it 


possible to sell far below the amor- | 


Prices have been scaled 

down in some cases as rates in- 
crease, however, since otherwise 
NBC might price itself out of the 
market. In addition, Johnston 
said, the web does not differentiate 
in rentals between a commercial 
j;and sustaining. If a station can 
| sell the film to a sponsor for more 
than it pays in rental, it keeps the 
extra money as a profit. 

Johnston said NBC now believes 
it has established the correct pat- 
tern for film syndication and will 
continue to handle product of out- 
side producers. Web operates 


tized cost. 


age basis, or will 
producer a certain profit over a 
period of years. Now, Johnston 
said, NBC plans to invest in its 
own production to pave the way 
for other producers, working 
mainly through Hollywood indie, 
Jerry Fairbanks, who has a co- 
production deal with the web. 











From mountain goat to city slicker, from the first crack of dawn on the banks 
of the Hudson to the setting sun on the Ozarks, the song of America is the 


song of the prairie. 


Music that helped push the Covered Wagon across 


western plains, music that told of a dying day and a new tomorrow—this is 
America's music whether in Two Forks, Nebraska, or right in New York, where < - 
13,000,000 people live in an area less big than a Texas ranch. 
Rosalie Allen, nationally acclaimed sweetheart of the prairie, presents her 


program of America's music nightly on WOV from 9 to 11 P. M. 
responsive audience, 64° of whom are wo 
and listener loyalty that keeps 
WOV has recently completed a 
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men, has a record of sales results 
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/MEX’S XEX UP FOR SALE; 
PRICE TAG $600,000 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 
Local radio station XEX, of 250,- 
000 watts, claimed to be Latin 
America’s strongest, and establish- 
ed four years ago by the late Al- 

fonso Sordo Noriega, is for sale. 
Owner, Petroleos Mexicanos (Pe- 
mex), oil company, finds upkeep 
too great. Reported price is $600,- 
000. Pemex is understood to have 
nixed the offer of a radio exec of 
$250,000, considering that too low. 


Texas Air Base Group 
Sets Weekly Program 


San Antonio, Aug. 23. 

Talented young basic trainees of 
Lackland Air Force Base have 
banded together to produce a 
weekly radio show for the enter- 
tainment of their 20,000 fellow 
airmen. It’s to be aired each Fri- 
day for a half hour over “The 
Voice of Lackland” base radio out- 
let, which has a range sufficient 
to be heard within the boundaries 
of the huge installation. 

Featuring the baritone singing 
of George Raflik, Polish-born war 
refugee, the show will include mu- 
sic by Val Raymond and his 16- 
piece band; the Tonaires, a Negro 
sextet: and-soloists from the vari- 
the base, 


ous training groups on 
including those of the Women of 
the Air Force. 

Pfe Larry Newman, former 


Philadelphia announcer, will be 


m.c. of the series 


~ Chi “Teledogs” 


Continued from page 36 

















pointment of Jim Stirton as sales 
manager. 

In addition to the network 
newcomers, WENR-TV, the web’s 
o. & o. outlet here, is breaking out 
in a rash of local tele shows, in- 
cluding sustainers, public servicers 
and network feeds from the east. 

Sustainers in the preem lineup 
are a Kay Morrow fashion show 
geared to all femme ages; a film 
jockey show with Toni Gilman on 
the intro’s; a sportscast with vet 
announcer Pat Flanagan; and 
“Larry on Location,” a Don Ten- 
nant puppet show modeled on 
““Kukla, Fran and Ollie,” which was 
given a recent test run over ABC- 
TV. 

WENR-TV is plotting several 
public service program in tie-ins 
with the Chi police department, 
Art Institute and the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau. These will preem 
the first two weeks in Sept. 

Other shows to be carried locally 
will be “Uncle Mistletoe,’’ Marshall 


Field Co.’s kids show, starting 
| Sept. 5; the “Lone Ranger”; the 
| Wendy Barrie show; and “Blind 


Date.” Still other WENR-TV pro- 
grams, skedded for Oct. 1, will be 
three kinescope shows from Holly- 
, wood, two 30-minute programs and 
| one kid show. 

WENR-TV debuts its new studio 
A about Sept. 1, which gives the 
TV outlet three spots to stage its 
productions. In addition, the re- 
cent installation of kinescoping 
equipment allows the station to 
handle more network feeds, as well 
as an additional four hours daily 
of local programming. New studio 
on the 42d floor of the Civic 
Opera bldg. is the original site of 
a AM starting operations in 
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wees CONtinued from page 37 ——| 
TVA. Other affiliates agreed to re- 
linguish jurisdiction of members 
when working in video, whether 
live or films. 

It's expected that if the other 
4A affiliates vote to start the sepa- 
rate tele union, film jurisdiction 
will be disposed of along the 
lines previously promulgated. SAG 
would retain hold of its members 
working in films for theatre exhibi- 
tion only, while TVA would take 
over films for video. Eastern af- 
filiates feel that they have a su- 
perior edge at the moment, believ- 
ing the majority of tele pictures 
are made in the east. 





Sanders, president of the Burling- 
ton-Graham Broadcasting Co., an- 
nounced that John C. “Jack” Han- 
ner, native of Burlingtoneand re- 
cently of Tarboro, will be the new 
Manager of WFNS. Formerly man- 
ager and partowner of WCPS in 
Tarboro, Hanner assumed duties 
on August 15, ‘ 


| “CLUB 15° 


Greensboro, N. C.—W. Bowman | 


‘Meet Press’ Moderators 
Answer Claim of Failing 
To Meet Responsibility 


New York. 





| Editor, VARIETY: 
In the Aug. 17 issue, Varrery 
ran an item under the caption “Be. 
| low Belt Video,” in which you said, 


“Television sank to pretty low 
depths Monday night when on 
NBC -TV- ‘Meet the Press’ video 


| Show Maj. Gen. Patrick J. Hurley 
| and I. F. Stone, columnist, engaged 
in a name-calling slug fest.” Yoy 
then went on to quote the exchange 
between You exactly 
what was said on “Meet the Press.” 
Were guilty of Belt 
Journalism,” or report- 
ing, just as we were? 


them. said 


you “Below 
were you 

“Meet the Press” is a news pro- 
gram—a press conference on which 
the public sits in. We cannot be 
blamed for what a man says in 
answer to a newsman’s question 
any more than a newspaper can be 
blamed for a murder because it 
reports the murder. Were we to be 
criticized because Senator Bilbo on 


a ‘‘Meet the Press” broadcast ad- 
mitted he was a member of the 
Ku Klux Klan? Or were we to be 


praised for getting Bilbo through 
sharp questioning to reveal his 
shameful affiliation? As a= good 
journalist, you know the difference 
between the man who does or says 
something and the newspaper or 
television broadcast that reports it, 
“Meet the Press” is a news medium 
that prides itself most on one 
thing: it gives a man a chance to 
reveal himself for what he really 
is—good natured or short temp- 
ered, direct or evasive, principled 
or unprincipled. 

Lawrence E. Spivak 

Martha Rountree 


WES FESLER EXCLUSIVE 
GABBER FOR WBNS-TV 





Columbus, Aug. 23. 
WBNS-TV and its AM counter- 
part, WBNS, have tied up Wes 


Fesler, coach of the Ohio State U. 
football team, to an exclusive con- 
tract to air “Wes Fesler Talks 
Football.’”” This amounts to a coup 
in this football-mad town and gives 
WBNS-TV and AM an impressive 
sports lineup. On video the sta- 
tion will air all home games of the 
Buckeyes, on Saturdays, a_half- 
hour film resume of all Cleveland 


Browns pro games (coached by 
former OSU mentor Paul Brown, 
still a great favorite here) on 


Thursdays, and a half-hour film re- 
hash of the Buckeye games every 
Tuesday, plus the inside dope pro- 
| gram by Fesler. 

On AM, WBNS will present the 
|complete OSU grid schedule and 
‘also all games of the Browns, the 
| Wes Fesler preview and down to 
local coverage with a _ program 
called “High School Huddle.” 





i 





A SINGING ACT PAR EXCELLENCE. . Variety 


The , 





of the 


PALMER HOUSE 


CHICAGO 

















i~— 









The Modernaires grab 
off the accolades for 
this stanza, showing a 
brand of show savvy that 
puts them into the fop 
name class. They've got 
terrific material! 


... Johnny Sippel in Billboard 
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es OMAHA GETS FIRST MASS. a 
Tele Chatter REACTION IN TELE BOW L.A. Tele Outlets Plan 6-Day Grind; 


New York 


Bernie Roberts, formerly pro- 
gram chief of WNDR, Syracuse, 
has joined Inter-America_ Tele- 
vision, indie package agency, as 
exec assistant in charge of pro- 
duction.. “Prize Party,” audience 
participation show starring Bill 
Slater, returns to CBS-TV_ Sept. 
90 in the 7 to 7:30 p.m. slot, with 
Messing Bakeries resuming as 
sponsor. Program is produced by 
Marlo and Minna Bess Lewis 
Sample edition of “Fight Game,” 
series of 1212-minute film pack- 
ages featuring Stillman’s gym and 
Barney Ross as emcee, rolled this 
week under the aegis of Intercity 
Television Distributors, indie pro- 
duction-distribution outfit Keith 
Kiggins, one-time ABC veepee, 
named by Edward Petry & Co. as 
manager of TV sales in the first 
move to split Petry’s tele and radio 
sales divisions Jack L. Hobby, 
International Telephone & Tele- 
graph publicity staffer and one- 
time member of Paramount’s ex- 
ploitation department, named Cape- 
hart-Farnsworth’s sales promotion 
chief Edith Fellows and Tommy 
Dix prepping a TV series titled 
“Where Are They Now,” to feature 
clips of silent films and interviews 


with the stars who appeared in 
them Tucker’ Scott, formerly 
with Compton agency, has joined 


BBD&O as a TV time buye1 


The Hazel Dawns (Sr. and Jr 
guesting on Morey Amsterdam’s 
DuMont tele show tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

John Harvey and Judy Parrish 
(Mrs. Harvey) of the CBS-TV 


“People’s Platform” program will 
co-star in ““The Voice of the Turtle” 
at the Green Hills Theatre, Read- 
ing, Pa., week beginning Sept. 6. 

Bernard Prockter’s “Big Story” 
TV series tees off for Pall Mall on 
Sept. 16. on NBC-TV, with first six 
documentary pix all set to ride. 
Initialer will concern exploits of 
Frank Shenkel, of the Pittsburgh 
Sun Telegraph Lois Andrews 
makes her TV debut this Sunday 
on ‘Leave it to the Girls.” 

Bill Lawrence, producer-director 
of NBC-AM’s “Screen Guild Play- 
ers,” now in N. Y. to pitch several 
TV package ideas to agencies. 
They include a comedy show with 














“AMERICA’S FINEST 








The Texas Rangers, stars of 
stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision, early this summer 
made a personal appear- 
ance tour in the Midwest. 
They are pictured here in 
Oklahoma City, when they 
were commissioned honor- 
ary Colonels of the State of 
Oklahoma by Governor 
Roy J. Turner. 


The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 
eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—ask about our new 
sales plan! 


Wire, write or phone 


ad 
ARTHUR B. CHURCH 


Productions 
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 
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Pat Patrick (erstwhile Ursil Twing 
of the Edgar Bergen radio show). a 
burlesque revival, a meller series 
set in the Gay 90s and a musi- 
comedy Miiton Robert, WJZ- 
TV producer, named to head the 
new television acting department 
of the Theatre School of Dramatic 
Arts “Cinderella on Broadway,” 
musicomedy series by Alan Sands, 
is being whipped into shape by 
NBC director Duane McKinney for 
an early audition 

Caroline Burke, educational tele- 
vision producer for NBC, returned 
this week from Europe, where she 
supervised the shooting of 
10,000 feet of film 
used both on the “Camel News 
‘aravan” and on NBC sustaining 
shows, starting in September. 


some 
Pictures will be 


Hollywood 

“You Be the Jury,” packaged by 
IMPPRO, will have Russell Hicks 
cast in role of the judge. Baines 
Barron has been set as prosecuting 
attorney, Norman Kraft as_ the 
coroner, Joseph Granby as the ac- 
cused and Jean Dean as the secre- 
tary. Virginia Pasco and Jim Van 
Campen have also been cast 
ABC will set up a dual sales sys- 
tem for its radio and video opera 
tions locally Forces however will 
both be under the guidance of Bob 
Laws, manager of ABC's 
western division William K. 
McDaniel and Franklyn Jay 
Rudolph have been set for TV 
staff Lee Wainer and Richard 
Carroll have packaged a. tele- 
vision layout featuring Jules Mun- 
shin. Package will be handled by 
the Sam _ Jaffee office “Let's 
Face the Music’”’ was cinemascoped 
at KLAC-TV last week. Program, 
a Bob Oakley package, will be dis- 
tributed by Mini-Film. Show fea- 
tures the Violin Echoes with Eunice 
Wennermark, Ronnie Kemper, 


at 
Saies 


Margot Powers and Curtiss and 
Clare John Wayne films being 
telensed by KTSL will be spon- 


sored for 11 weeks by Karl's Shoe | 
Stores IMPPRO, under 
guidance of Herb Strock, has set a 
deal to do 26 video shows based on 
the stories written by Lee J. 
Hewitt titled “Understanding Inc.” 
Hewitt will do the _ videoplays. 
Stanley Nass will direct the series 
Don Taylor will shoot added 
scenes for his television film, 
i*Wanted: Joe Trout.” Elisha 
Cook is starring in the film 
Hal Roach, Jr., is currently meg- 


| ging a series of video commercials | 


for Ovaltine KECA-TV has 
inked a contract to televise the 
Friday night wrestling bouts from 
Ocean Park Arena. Bouts will be 
beamed starting Sept. 23 Ann 
Howard has made a series of com- 
mercials for General Mills “Lone 
Ranger” telepix. Commercials 
were produced by Apex Pictures 
Bill Saunders will co-produce 
and direct Bob McLaughlin’s video 
show over KLAC-TV this fall. 


Chicago 
WGN-TV shifting’ its “Miss Tav- 
ern Pale” contest to an earlier 
|time Aug. 25 and Sept. 1, because 





flict. Show is skedded for 7:45 
| p.m. those dates 
inew writer at ABC-TV NBC-TV 
Dave Garroway to crown 
festival queen at Downers Grove, 
| Tll., Sept. 3 Stateville Peniten- 
'tiary starting TV courses this fall 
'with a college grad convicted of 
|murder in charge. ..Television 
Fund announcing a six-month jump 
of $1,000,000 in assets WBKB 
| lenser Wade Parmalee a_ baseball 
casualty at Cubs park during a re- 
cent telecast WGN-TV _ singer 
| Nancy Evans made a 15 min. one- 
shot appearance for Chevalier Beer 
in TV experiment for sponsor 
Dancer Buddy Ebsen guested on 
| NBC - TV WGN - TV. discovery 
Nancy Wright making Chi nitery 
'debut at Helsing’s Vodvil Lounge 
ABC-TV here operating off 
same switchboard as ABC AM 
starting Aug. 29. Phone An 3-7800 


Paul Munroe to CBS-TV 


Paul C. Monroe, writer-produc- 
er-director for legit. films and ra- 


| 





the | 


Omaha’s first mass reaction to | 
television was observed last week 
when WOW-TV and KMT\., first 
local video stations, broadcast from 
different points in town Princi- 
pal broadcast was the western 
league baseball game between the 
Omaha Cardinals and Sioux City 
Soos. Sets were available in deal- 
windows, in more than 200 
taverns, in business houses 
and in 

In some 
completely 
of men 


ers 
Some 
homes 
sidewalks 


blox< ked as 


quite a few local 


ares were 
large groups 


women and children stood 


around sidewalk sets WOW-T\ 
also televised the fir news event 
the dedication of the new 8.000 
foot runway at the airport where 
DC-6 service was inaugurated 
coast to coast with one-stop flights 
by United Airlines 

WOW-TV estimates that there 
are 3,800 sets in Omaha now with 
every prospect of this being lifted 


to 5.000 sets by Sept. 1 when regu- 


lar telecasting will start Biggest 
plum is held by WOW-TV which 
will handie the | of Nebraska 


football 


, 
Lames 


Mail Order Disk Series 


Dallas, Aug. 23 
A series of 26 quarter-hou 
transcriptions have been completed 


for the Naughton Farms at Waxa 
hachie Programs will feature 
Hank Williams, Ernest Tubb, 


George Morgan, Jimmy Dickens 


and other talent from “Grand Ole 
Opry,” from WSM, Nashville 
First test in a mail-order adver- 


tising campaign is expected to get 
under way in October on a group 
of southern outlets. Radio account 
is handled by Hedrick Agency, 


Houston, which last year placed the 


programs on some 60 outlets, most- 
ly across the board. 


CBS Kinescopes Boost KTTV Sked 





New Tele Biz 











+ 


WGN-TV, Chi, reported Cheva- 
lier Beer will sponsor the once | 
weekly, 15-minute “Ted Varges 
Show” through Gerald Shields 
agency; and announcements fo! 
Parke! Pen through J Waltel 
Thompson; Goldenrod Ice Cream 
through Goodkind, Joice & Mor 


gan Titeseal Products 
Jerome Reese 
WNBQ., Chi 
Apple Juice will 
weekly, five-minute 
Garroway’” show 
through Young & Rubicam agency; 
announcements for Parke Pen 
through J. Walter Thompson 


reported Duffv-Mott 

the 
Reserved 

for 39 


once 
tor 


sponsol 


WENR-TV, Chi, reported = § an 
nouncements for Parker Pen 
through J. Walter Thompsor 

Pall Mall cigarets, through Sul- 
livan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles, 
ordered two spots weekly” on 
WXYZ-TV, Detroit 

WENR-TYV Chi, reported = an 


nouncements for Goldenrod Ice 
Cream through Goodkind, Joice & 
Morgan agency; O'Connor & Gold 
berg Shoes through Dade Epstein 
agency 

Bill Slater’s “Prize Party 
duced by Marlo and Minna Bess 
Lewis, renewed for 39 weeks on 
CBS-TV by Messing Bakeries 
starting Sept. 20. Agency is Blaine- 
Thompson 


pro 


Minneapolis The late Edward 
Hoffman, who was owner of Twin 
City station WMIN, left an estate 


valued at $710,571, according to an 
inventory filed in probate court 
Hoffman, who was a bachelor and 
died in his 40's from a heart attack, 
willed his estate to his mother in 
the form of a trust fund. 


through | 


weeks! 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

KTTV_ will up its’ operating 
schedule to six days beginning 
Sept. 11. KLAC-TV plans to do 
the same following the end of 
baseball season. 

KTTV’s airtime will be boosted 
from 10 to 12 hours weekly 
current 18-hour schedule. Out- 
is now dark on Wednesday and 
Under the 
will beam 
shuttering 


estimates 


over 
the 
let 
Thursday of each week 
station 
week 
KTT\ 
one addit 
telensing at $750 per week 


new 
throu 
only on 


operation 
hout the 
Saturday 


the cost of the ional day's 


Local origination schedule will 
remain substantially the same in 
program material and time. Outlet 
will beam 10 hours of kinescope 
from CBS each week Four hours 
of this will be new programs. Set 
to go are: “Silver Theatre,” “Studio 
One,” “Camel Mystery” and ‘‘Mas- 
land at Home Party.” “Mama,” 
based on “I Remember Mama,” is 
set to roll along with “The Ed 
Wynn Show” which will tee off lo 
cally on Sept. 22 “The Bigelow 
Story,” with Paul Winchell and 
Dunninger, has been scheduled in 
a switch trom NBC 

KLAC-TV will go to six-day en- 


tertainment program schedule be 


tween Sept. 25 and the middle of 
October depending on the local 
baseball situation Regular sea- 


son ends here Sept. 25. If playoffs 


are local, KLAC will carry them 
and not go to six days until Octo- 
ber 
With 
KLAC 


the announcement that 
-TV and KTTV will go to six 


telensing days weekly, local tele- 
vision will have three stations; 
KTLA, KNBH and KFI-TV (‘(beam- 


ing during day light hours), send- 
ing shows on a full-week basis 











|of White Sox night baseball con- | 


Dan Schuffman | 





dio, has joined CBS-TV as a pro- | 


ducer-director. He started in 
dio in 1933 as a staff director on 


ra- | 


some top CBS shows and has been | 


identified with show business since 
then. 
Munroe was formerly radio chief 
‘for both the Buchanan and 
agencies and worked in Hollywood 
as an assistant director for War- 
ners. On Broadway. he was an 
assistant to John Murray Andei- 
son and Guthrie McClintic. He's 
currently taking an indoctrination 
course at CBS-TV, following which 
he will be assigned to programs. 
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- Schwerin on Public Service 


Continued from page 34 














happens, listeners hold the mod- 
erator responsible. They conceive 
his chief function to be holding 
the argument or discussion to a 
clear and simple line that can eas- 
ily be followed. If he fails in this 
assignment, the program is apt to 
fail with him. 


the announcer, narrative bridges 
by the main character, and straight 
drama without connecting narra- 
tion. It was found that the an- 
nouncer’s narration was the best 
liked of the three methods, edi- 
tions where it was used scoring 10 
points higher than editions using 
either of the other methods. That liking is closely related to 
Another program studied was clarity of presentation. and both 
built around a central personality jn turn with getting across the 
who discussed subjects suggested point of the program, was graphi- 
by listeners’ letters. Several de- | cally demonstrated in a study run 
vices were employed. The best jn conjunction with testing 16 edi- 
liked proved to be introducing the tions of one show. After each 
item with a tape recording of the broadcast was tested, listeners vot- 
writer actually reading his letter.| ed on whether they thought the 
The next best liked opened with a presentation was clear. They were 
phone conversation with the person also asked to choose which of four 
rdising the question. Other devices statements summed up the central 
—having the authority refer to a) idea they had got out of the pro- 
letter briefly, then dictate an gram. 
answer; having his assistant read There was a direct relationship 
the letter; or discussing a subject among the three yardsticks 
without referring to a letter at all throughout the series. To take two 
—were less liked. Actually hear- | G,ces on one edition that had a 
ing the questioner’s voice added | Schwerin score of 86, over four- 
verisimilitude, dramatizing the re- fifths of the audience felt the pres- 
lationship between _ letter-writer | entation was clear, and about nine- 
and authority that was the central | tenths were able to identify the 
mood of this program. 4 


| central idea; on another edition 
Clarity with a Schwerin score of only 60, 
In public service programs, prob- only about a third of the listeners 


feli the presentation was clear, and 
only about two-thirds could name 
the correct central point. 

Audiences particularly demand 
in public service programs an un- 
ambiguous summary oi what can be 
done about the problem handled 
in the show. Best results are ob- 
tained when this is plainly delin- 
eated as a “department” of the 
program. One of the worst sins of 
which an educational program can 
be guilty is to take refuge in “on 
the one hand—on the other hand” 
or “somebody should certainly do 
something about this’ summations 
of the situation. 


ably the two biggest obstacles to 
getting information across to lis- 
teners have been too much of the 
“sugar-coating’ previously men- 
tioned, and too much discursive- 
ness. 

Evidence that sugar-coating was 
lowering interest in one program 
was readily apparent from the 
Schwerin System’s tests. The pro- 
gram had to do with certain as- 
pects of science. Again and again 
in the voting, three-fourths or 
more of the audience complained 
that they “would like more scienti- 
fic information,” that the show took 
too long to get to its point. Fur- 
ther, when all the scenes in the 
editions tested were examined, it 
was found that the ones involving 
the scientific aspects and in which 
scientist characters appeared, had 
an average score six points higher 
that the rest of the scenes, many Powell in a further elaboration of 
of which contained the program’s the ‘“three-to-the-hour” concept. 
sugar-coating. | Martin & Lewis show is the 

As to discursiveness, when speak- | costliest on the NBC books, with a 
ers on public service programs $9,500 weekly talent-production 
wander too far away from the sub- | nut. Thus far the web has been 
ject, it is almost a certainty that | unable to sell it. Ethel Merman 
liking will drop off. When this | program costs $4,000, with the star 
‘getting $1,000. Morgan stanza rep- 
resents a weekly $4,500 outlay. 











Martin & Lewis 


}———. Continued from page 33 joa 




















1 | BBC Buildup 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
NBC and Paramount Pictures 
are collaborating on making an 
international incident of Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis, with the 


24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST 4 British Broadcasting Corp. lending 
8x 10's: $7.99 per 100; $55 per 1000 ¥/an assist. 


Fan Mail Photos (5.x 7°) $36 per 1000 - Postcards $23 per 1000 
4 | Plans are under way to spot the 


Mounted Enlargements (30x40): $3.85 
' Lewis & Martin NBC comedy show 


(No Negative Charge on 2 oF more) 
Made by J. J. Kriegsmann, The Man Whose 'on BBC, with the network okaying 
the use of a number of transcribed 


Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers 
past programs for the British 


| whirl. 
Paramount is anxious to make 
ithe Britishers “Lewis & Martin 
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conscious” prior to the release 


‘abroad of the “My Friend Irma” | 


pic, in which the comedy duo is 
featured. 

Paramount has agreed to pick 
up the tab for expenses involved 
and is trying to maneuver a waiver 
from AFRA and other unions on 
payments required for repeat 
shows. 


Radio News Eds 


Continued from page 35 jn. 























sluffing off of important news by 
three press services when one has 
scored a beat. Also scored is the 
practice of all the services to put 
“bulletin” slugs on stories not al- 
ways rating them, and the routine 
handling of news appearing in suc- 
cessive summaries when there is 
little new material. 

The report is being distributed to 
officials of the four press associa- 
tions, schools of journalism and 
members of the NARND. Sig Mic- 
kelson, NARND prexy, and news 
director of WCCO, Minneapolis, 
disclosed that a second study of 
the wire services has been launch- 
ed and that a supplementary report 
will be issued later. Special com- 
mittee drawing up the report was 
co-chairmaned by Richard Oberlin 
of WHAS, Louisville, and Sheldon 
Peterson of KLZ, Denver, 
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tion was so enthusiastic that all 
hands approved filming of the se- 
ries, with NBC reaching a musi- 
cians price scale for TV _ with 
James Petrillo. TV _ series starts 
Oct. 4. 

For the test run, Brecher used 
Lon Chaney, Jr., as Riley, but it 
is more likely that Jackie Gleason, 
nitery and stage comic, will in- 
herit the name role. William Ben- 
dix, who will continue as radio’s 
Riley; was forced to reject the 


tele duplicate because of picture | 


commitments. Rosemary De Camp 
plays Mrs. Riley. 

Ackerman’s projected filming of 
“Escape” is beset with one big 
bug—budget. If he would, bring 
in the half-hour subject for around 
$7,500 the chances are roseate that 
other dramatic properties of CBS 
would be given, similar treatment 
It’s strictly pri€e here, the advan- 


tages of film over live having al- | 
ready been amply demunstrated. | 


Brecher brought in “Riley” after 
|six hours of shooting on 35m but 
| the cost factor didn’t figure here. 
‘Joe Rines recently brought in a 
half-hour picture, telecast by Col- 
gate in the east, for less than 
$6,000. 











| Johnson-CBS 




















'Chorus of 16 voices of the local 
'Temple de Hirsch will be featured 
jon a weekly 15-minute program 
‘here on KJR, starting this week. 
‘It’s a public service airer for the 
Seattle-King County Community 
Chest. 


Detroit — In cooperation with 
Wayne University’s Drama League, 
WXYZ will present a series of SIx- 
15-minute dramatic ) 
titled “Detroit Diary.” The series 
will begin Sept. 17. It will drama- 
tize the United Foundation Cam- 
paign for funds for the needy and 
sick. 

Albany—N. Y. Harold H. Meyer 
has resigned as general manager of 
WXKW to assume a similar post at 
WPOR in Portland, Me. Meyer, 
veteran of 21 years in radio with 
previous service at stations in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., San Francisco and 
Stamford, Conn., came to Albany 
in 1947 to prepare for the debut of 
WXKW. 


Pittsburgh — Marion Beardmore, 
femme commentator at WMCK in 
McKeesport, has a featured role in 
strawhat production, of “Strange 
Bedfellows” at White Barn Theatre 

. Bill Carlo has resigned from 
WJAS announcing staff... Flor- 
ence Sando, who heads women’s 
activities at WJAS and is head of 
Pittsburgh chapter of AFRA, off 
for national convention in San 
Francisco ... Local radio person- 
| alities finally getting a good break 
in series of profiles Gene Jannuzi 
is doing on them weekly in the 
Sunday Pdst-Gazette. 


Tulsa — Glen Condon, veteran 
newspaperman and ace _ South- 
western newscaster, is back on 
KTUL, Tulsa CBS outlet, after an 
absence of three years. Condon, 
who resigned in 1946 to manage 
a new station in Tulsa, returns to 
air in exclusive feature, “Condon 
Views the News,” at 12:45 and a 
news commentary at 5:45 p.m. 


Minneapolis—Samuel N. Nemer 
has been named sales manager of 
WLOL, MBS outlet here, by C. T. 
Hagman, general manager and 
president of the station. Appoint- 
ment fills a post left vacant since 
Hagman’s elevation to his present 
position last February, when Nor- 
man Boggs, then manager, left to 
join WMCA in New York. 


San Antonio — Charles Belfi, 
commercial manager of KYFM, 
has been installed as commander 
of the Adkins Lenoir Post No. 565 
of the American Legion. He suc- 
ceeded Lynn Krueger, manager of 
the Majestic theatre. Jack Chal- 
;man, publicity director for Inter- 
| State Theatres here was installing 
| officer, 
| Cleveland—FEstablishment of the 
Cleveland office of Guilford A. 
Gibbons and Associates has been 
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demonstrate the scope of the se- 
| quential system. 

| Typical remarks heard among 
'the audience were “it’s amazing” 
|..."I never realized it was so 
good”...“it’s a different medium.” 
Following demonstrations last Fri- 
day (19), Dr. Peter Goldmark, CBS 
| color wizard, in answering ques- 
| tions from the press, said manu- 
|facture of color receivers is ready 
| to go ahead just as soon as FCC 
| gives the go sign. He estimated 
that color receivers would cost 
about a third more than black and 
white sets at present prices. 


the coming FCC hearings to pro- 
duce fireworks on the color issue. 
_When he was asked who produced 
the cabinet receiver used in the 
demonstration and its cost, he said 
that information “will come out in 
the war.” It was learned, however, 
the receiver was one of 25 specially 
made by Zenith to CBS specifica- 
tions. A standard RCA receiver 
with adapter was also used. 

| Questioned by reporters if some 
other system 
colorcast on six mc, Goldmark said 
he didn’t know of any other way of 
doing it on existing receivers (with 
adapters) except with elaborate 
equipment. He suggested that color 
adapters might be made by other 
firms besides radio equipment 
makers, perhaps phonograph man- 
ufacturers. 

He said the transmission of the 
colorcasts at the Baltimore loca- 
tions required less lighting than is 
used in black and white telecasts. 
|. The tests were sponsored by 
Smith, Kline & French Labora- 
tories of Philadelphia and were 


} originated at Johns Hapkins Hos- | 


Goldmark indicated he expected | 


could be used to | 


/announced this week by the com- 
| pany founder, Guilbert A. Gibbons. 
| Agency, which specializes in pack- 
| age productions for television and 
radio is handled by Maurice Rot- 
man, Chicago, and Fred Barron, 
New York. Connected with Cleve- 


} 

pital in Baltimore. The pharma- 
ceutical firm used the hospital as 
its studio as a trial run for trans- 


missions of surgical procedures to” 


the mid-year meeting in Washing- 
ton in December of the American 
Medical Assn. Receivers were set 
up at the District National Guard 
a? where the meetings will be 
eld. 


In Washington for the tests were 
Frank Stanton, CBS prexy, Adrian 
Murphy, veepee and general exec- 
utive; J. W. Wright, chief radio 
engineer of the web, and John W. 
Christensen, assistant to Dr. Gold- 
mark. 

FCCers attending the demon- 
strations included* Commissioners 
Paul Walker, Robert Jones, 
Edward Webster, George Sterling, 
Frieda Hennock and acting chief 
engineer John Willoughby. 


Among the Congressional dele- 
gation were Sen. Edwin C. John- 
son, (D.-Colo.), chairman of the 
Senate Commerce Committee, Sen. 
Ernest W. McFarland (D.-Ariz.), 
Sen. Brien McMahon (D.-Conn.), 
and Sen. 
(R.-Me.). 


productions | 


Margaret Chase Smith | 


CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 7 


| Seattle — The Jewish Children’s land office are Lee H. Judge, sales 


formerly of New York, and §. 5s 
“Kal” Kalwary, of Pittsburgh. ; 
| Giang 

| Greensboro, N. C.—W. E. Deb. 
|nam, news commentator of the 
| Smith-Douglass network of 10 Sta- 
tions in North Carolina and Vir. 
ginia left last week by plane for a 
six-week tour of Alaska to secure 
| background information for his 
,;commentaries. He said that the 
Army had granted his request for 
a tour of U. S. northern defense 


zones. 

— 

| Dallas — A test announcement 
schedule for Comette Nylons of 
New Braunfels has been set on 


WFAA here, KX YZ, Houston 
KTBC, Austin, KTSA, San Antonio 
and KROD, El Paso. Thomas F. 
Conroy, Inc., of San Antonio, has 
been named to handle the account 
which will market through drug 
stores only. 

Dallas—J. W. Rike has been 
named radio director of J. B 
Taylor, Inc., here, ‘where he will] 
be responsible for details on Texas 
State Fair radio campaign. For- 
merly with the Herbert Rogers Co. 
here as director of the art depart- 
ment. 











Kine to Bring Delayed Net 
Shows to K.C.’s WDAF-TV 


Kansas City, Aug. 22 

Although there will be no cable 
or relay system to bring television 
network shows here, WDAF-TV, 
new video outlet of the Kansas 
City Star, will use kinescope to 
bring in delayed network shows, 
according to Dean Fitzer, general 
manager of the station. 

Details of the plan were an- 
nounced by Bill Bates, program di- 
rector for WDAF-TV, before a 
meeting of television dealers held 
last week. Bates said the plan is 
to operate about four hours per 
night, with more than 50°? of the 
programs via the film method and 
the balance local _ programs. 
WDAF-TV already has made ar- 
rangements for shows from any of 
the four networks, he said 

The station is due to begin ex- 
perimental broadcasts in Septem- 
ber and regular nightly broadcasts 
in November. 








UDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 








WM. H. KING 


Personal Management 


A. S. LYONS 


177 S$. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

















M-G-M— 


“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 























DaAVip BROEKMAN 


























1 
j 
i 
‘ 
t 
1 
I 
I 


i 








ome \% ¥. 

















_ Wednesday, August 24, 1949 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


45 








DECCA PAY PLAN SNARLS PUBS 





Sheet Music Sales Takes Decided 
Upturn, Coinciding With Disk Hike 


Sheet music sales took a decided 


urn upwards the middle of last 
week and the trend increased 
daily, sending music publishers on 
weekend jaunts with fingers cross- 
ed against the possibility it was a 
momentary pickup. Jobber re- 
ports on Monday (22) dispelled 
such fears, however; orders clearly 
a continuing boost. It’s 
felt that music sales, which this 
year went through the heaviest 
seasonal spring and summer slump 
since long before the war, are at 
Jast bouncing back. 

Jump in music sales coincides 
with a now definite rosier outlook 
in record sales. Most disk execu- 
tives last week had begun chang- 
ing tune. Sales were picking up 


showed 


and the gloomy attitudes were 
wearing away. They now feel that 
the fall and Xmas business will 
bounce back nicely. Older, top 


publishers who have gone through 
many biz slumps are of the same 
opinion. In fact, several 


Broadcast Music, incidentally, is 
hogging a heavy portion of sheet 
music and record sales for the first 
time in its brief history. BMI af- 
filiated firms control ‘You're 
Breaking My Heart,” ‘Someday’ 
and “Room Full of Roses.” 

Hollywood Agrees 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Sharp upward sales spurt in rec- 
ord biz has taken place during this | 
month, according to Bob Stabler, 
Capitol exec, who says that orders 
are now at the January-February 
level. Lee Palmer, who _ heads 
Mercury’s western offices and also 
distributes some 15-odd labels, last 
week reported that salesmens’ or- 
ders thus far in August are 100% 
over any month in the past four. 

Ben Selvin, Columbia Coast 
chief backs up general statement 
that biz is better, but supplies no 
specific figures. Joe Perry, Decca 


rep here, says Decca and Coral or- | 


ders trom retailers for August are 
up about 10°%. 


Disney Setting Up 
Own Music Firm 





music publishing business next | 


month to promote songs from car-_| 
toons made b: his Hollywood stu- | 


dios. New venture will be titled 
Walt Disney Songs, Inc., 


“Cinderella,” written by Mack 
David, Jerry Livingston and Al! 
Hoffman, 


_ Disney intends a fullscale opera- 
tidn, the setup coming under the 
supervision of Fred Raphael, Dis- 
ney’s music division head. There 
will be offices in New York. Chi- 
cago and Hollywood, Jack Spina, 
now on the Coast in a huddle with 
Raphael. covering the eastern end. 

Disney has always farmed out 
scores from his films, but is appar- 
ently dissatisfied with results to 
date. Of all the Disney works, out- 
standing are the tunes from “Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs.” 
copyrights of which are held by 
Irving Berlin, Inc., which exploited 
them. Another outstanding copyv- 
right from Disnev‘s cartoons is 
“The Big Bad Wolf.” Morris Music 
currently has the score from Dis- 
nev's “Ichabod and the Turtle,” for 
the reason that Bing Crosby, whose 
Voice did the tunes for the sound 
track. had first call on the publish- 


ing rights. And he placed them 
with Morris. 


Valando Takes Cut 


Tommy Valando, head of Laure! 


music entered Manhattan General 
ne New York, Monday (22) 
Inder observation for a_ kidney 


Condition. He was operated on 


yesterday (Tues.) and is in good 

shane. 

© Valendo is Partnered with Perry 
Ome in Laurels ++ - ea 


expect | 
heavy fall and winter sales figures. ' 


' local 
| U. S. publisher assigns a tune to 
| a British firm for exploitation in 
| England, 
| that tune in England must go to 
| the British publisher. 


and will | 
£0 into operation with the score of | 





3 Music Series Set For 
Toronto’s ’49-’50 Season 


Toronto, Aug. 23. 

Walter Homburger, manager of 
International Artists’ concerts here. 
has announced three musical series 
for the 1949-50 season, beginning 
Oct. 17. Artur Rubenstein, Rudolf 
Firkusny, Luboshutz and Nemen- 
off, Jacob Lateiner and Solomon 
will guest star in a Master Piano 
series. A Musical Highlight series 
will include appearances of Jan 
Peerce, Alexander Brailowsky, Er- 
na Berger, Kathleen Ferrier and 
the Vienna Choir Boys. 

Season will also include appear- 
ances of Lauritz Melchior, Marian 
Anderson, Vladimir Horowitz, Vic- 
tor Borge, Bryon Janis and Jan 
Rubes. In anddition to his date 
here, Melchior will also give three 
performances in Ontario for Hom- 
burger, beginning in London then 
going to Niagra Falls and finishing 
off in pincinchetaissca 


Cap Straightening 
Out Its Foreign 
Royalty Situation 


Involved collection of royalties 
from the sale of Capitol Records 
abroad. through its distribution 
deal with British Decca, is being 
straightened out. Cap’s disks are 
now on sale in around 10 Contin- 
ental countries, either fed directly 
by English Decca, or via _ local 
labels, and to properly channel 
royaities is a problem of sorts. 

Since Cap sends masters to 
British Decca to press in England, 
the resultant royalties, though the 





tunes involved may be owned by 
U. S. pubs, cannot be shipped to 
| the latter. They must be paid to 


reps. For example, if a 


rovalties on Cap sales of 


The same 
is true in France, Belgium, Swit- 
zerland, Germany, Sweden, 


mark,’ Holland, Italy, etc. 


ments with firms in those countries 
and Capitol is endeavoring to de- 
termine which foreign pub is af- 
filiated with what U. S. pub so 
that royalties can be paid without 
hitch. Of course, the coin, or a 
percentage of it, eventually comes 
home to the U. S. 

Same svstem applies in the U. S. 
because of London Records. When 
a British pub gives the rights to 
one of its tunes for U. S. publica- 
tion. the U. S. firm collects royal- 





UNIQUE SETI 
IN ROYALTIE 


Decca Records threw a majority 
of the majo publishers into 


ann 











music 
an uproar last week when the com- 
pany distributed rovalty statements 
on the 


tation plan 


basis of a unique compu- 
which sets a precedent 
the pubs do like. And for 
which they apparently are not go- 
ing to hold still very long. 
have refused to accept accountings 


not 


Some 


and checks, others are _ insistent 
upon refusing Decca licenses to 
record their tunes, which would 


force the company to pay the stat- 
utory 2c per side rate on every- 
thing cut. or not cut at all. Other 
pubs are. accepting checks under 
protest, as part payment, pending 
settlement of the argument. 
Heretofore, the general practice 
in making out statements was to 
deduct certain percentages from all 
to cover returns, breakage, etc 
Now Dece¢a insists on making full 
deductions for every return. In 
itemizing statements, the company 


{listed records shipped out and, bal- 


| manufactured, 


| writers 


anced against that total, the disks 
returned. However, in many cases 
the tunes involved were expired 
pops, no copies of which were sold 
during the quarter Decca is report- 
ing on (third, ending June 30). So 
returns couldn't be balanced 
against sales. To get around this, 
Decca simply added up royalties 


owed on all copyrights held by one | 


publisher, and deducted from that 
amount totaled figures representing 
returns of records inscribed with 
songs held by that same publisher. 
Mfr. Absorbed Loss 

Heretofore, when Decca or any 
other company received returns on 
songs already expired, and on 
which royalties had been paid to 


pubs. the manufacturer absorbed 
the Igss. It couldn't go to the pub 
and ask for a return of its coin 


(besides, the 1909 Copyright Law 
states that pubs can demand pay- 
ment of rovalty for every recording 
whether it’s sold or 
Even if Decca did take that 
couldn't get all the 


not). 
procedure, if 


coin, since the publishers split me- | 


chanical rovalties with 


immediately 


| of the coin. 


That's what got publishers both- 
ered with Decca’s new. system. | 


| Thev are accountable to writers for | 
Den- , 


Most | 
,U. S. publishing houses have agree- 
Walt Disney will launch his own | 


half of the royalties on every re- 
cording sold. If they let Decca de- 
duct as it wants to, 


‘that the publishers will be forced 


to absorb all of the loss, evel 
though half of all royalty coin Is 
not theirs. They can't go to writ- 


'ers who have already been paid 


ties on London disks, even though | 


are pressed in 
firm is- 


those recordings p 
England and the British 
sues the indcistintdiewiiansitl license. 


RCA CUTS 45 PRICE TO 
LURE DISK-BUYERS 


RCA-Victor has not fully com- 
pleted plans for the vast promo- 
tional push that will be applied 


this fall to its 45 rpm records and 
changers it has decided, how- 


ever, that the 45 machine designed 


' should 


to be hooked into larger radio com- | 


binations will be reduced from 
$29.95 to $12.95 as a means of lur- 
ing disk buyers and turning them 
into 45 rpm fans. Victor's larger 
which plays 45s inde- 
pendently, will hold at $39.50 and 
there will be no accompanying disk 
packages prese snted to machine- 
buvers as a bonus. 

RCA is going ahead. however, 
pa cast plans to spend a consid- 

‘rable sum of coin promoting the 
new machine It will use news- 
paper ads. radio, television 
-- anda hest-of other angles. ~---+ 


machine. 


spots 


royalties and ask for a kickback. | 
By the same token, under Decca’s 
new system of payment publishers | 
won't be able to clearly allocate 
proper return 
writers. For example, 


would be balanced in lump total 
against the hit of a current quarter. 
But those two hits might be by dif- 
ferent writers. and one would suf- | 
fer for the return deductions that 
rightfully be paid by his 
contemporary. It’s an involved ar- 
gument that publishers heatedly 
point out totes a great many com-| 
plications. And if Decca is allowed 
to pay in such a way, other major 
companies would automatically as- 
sume the same nee 


WAKELY, CAPITOL 
STYMIED ON DEAL 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
Jimmy Wakely and Capitol Rec- 
ords haven't reached a meeting of 


the minds on his new contract. 
Wakely wants a 5° royalty. Capi- 
tol has offered him 2'2°7. Wakely 
now gets j'ec. per platter. 
Wakely signed with William 
Morris office last week. Earlier, 


he cut a six-sided album of Christ- 
mas hymns for Capitol backed by 
Buddy Cole on the organ, Smokey 
Rogers on the guitar and the Mel- 


lo-Men. Anne Whitfield, 10-year- 
old radio moppet, narrates while 
«4 Wakety sings. 


individual | 
upon receipt | 


it’s probable | 


even | 


deductions among | 
returns from | 
a hit song of a previous quarter) 
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Decca Confirms It Will Issue All Its 


Top Albums On LP as of Sept. 5 





Am Talent Tied Into 
Bon Bon’s Philly Airer 
Philadelphia, Aug. 23 


“The Bon Bon Show daily for 
hour on WDAS starting at 11:30 
a.m., will add a live talent ingre- 
dient to its airing of waxes and 
public service features geared to 
the local Negro community. Show 
is handled by Bon Bon ‘George 
gy 80 former vocalist for the 


late Jan Savitt. 

Requests from listeners for Bon 
Bon to sing have beeh so great that 
the live singing had to be added to 
the platter spinning And to pro- 
vide greater balance between the 
live and the waxed, Bon Bon will 
have the show serve as an audition 
stage for show biz newcomers 
Ams and hopefuls will be screened 
before air time, with only the 
promising talent getting a crack 
at the mike. 





Decca’s Dubbing 


To LP Spotlights 
Wide Use of Tape 


Decca Records, in 
terial from its regular 
ters to the new 331% 
tape exclusively for 
It’s a simple process of 
from a 78 master to thence 
to a 33 master, after which the lat- 
ter were shipped to Columbia Rec- 
ords’ Bridgeport factory fo 
ing. ‘(Columbia doing 


initial platters, but Decca will soon 
be turning out its own 33s.) 
Decca’s use of tape in the 
| process highlights what is not gen- 
erally known—that the majority of 
| major companies and many minor 
companies are using tape exclu- 
|Sively for the cutting of masters. 
Use of tape has gathered 


dubbing ma- 
78 rpm mas 
sides, used 
the transfer. 
feeding 


tape, 


press- 
has been 


—+ 


momen- 


tum only during the past vear or) 


so because prior to that real 


reproduction of highs and _ lows. 
| That, of course, made the method 


unsatisfactory for virtually all 
finishing work. 
With tape recording vastly im- 


proved, however, the task and ex- 
pense of cutting hew material are 
considerably reduced. For exam- 
ple, any minor error in wax-record- 
ing, by a musician or a vocalist, 
usually forced a master into the 
discard no matter how excellent 
the remainder of the performance 
might have been. Often, master 
after master would be_~ gone 
through before an acceptable per- 
formance was gotten. There have 
(Continued on page 40) 


GOLDMARK SWITCHES TO 
ROBBINS FROM LEEDS 


Hollywood, Aug. 23 

“Goldie” Goldmark, 
Happy Goday, Music's 
top Coast rep, has switched over 
to J. J. Robbins & Sons as the first 
staff man put on by the ex-partne 
in Metro’s Big 3. Goldmark 
go to work here in 
with Robbins’ N. Y. office 
score of “Gentlemen 
Blondes,” Broadway musical. 
ten by Jule Styne and Leo Robin. 
It's Robbins’ initial venture 
the pop field. 

Robbins will also open a Chicago 
office, plus adding a man to his 
N. Y. staff, which now consists only 
of himself and his two sons. In 
addition to the “Gentlemen” score 
Robbins is planning a plug for “It 
You Ever Fall In Love Again,” a 

| British import. 





who, with 


was Leeds 


will 
conjunction 
, on the 

Prefer 
writ- 


into 


fidelity wasn’t possible due to poor | 


After weeks that it 
had decided to join Columbia Rec- 


denying for 
ords in Microgroove 
Decca 
week confirms that 


marketing 

Long-Playing platters, Rec- 
ords last 
Sept 
its top albums on LP and that the 
initial pressings had been pressed 
by Columbia’s Bridgeport factory. 

In going LP, Decca swings a vast 
majority of the power in the favor 
of that system, putting RCA-Victor 
in a position which makes a good 
many important recording people 
believe that eventually the kingpin 
of the diskers will be forced to ac- 
cept the LP idea for its Red Seal 
classical series. RCA is, of course, 
continuing with its 45 rpm platters 
and machines, the introduction of 
which brought on the battle of the 
rpms. Victor is about to begin ex- 
ecution of a vast promotion cain- 
paign for fall sales. And it's not 
going to stop because of Decca's 
joining with CRC, Mercury and 
Capitol in the production of LP's 
Capitol only recently went for the 
33 rpm sides for its Telefunken 
classics; it had at the outset joined 
RCA in the making of 45 pop plat- 
ters). 

Decca’s introduction of LP 
line will be accompanied by 
marketing of LP machines under 
the Decca name that will retail at 
$9.75. These, of course, are de- 
signed to be jacked into radio com- 
binations. Decca also will make a 
Microverter, to retail at $39.75 

In issuing its first LP’s Decca 
has developed a label-color idea, 
the different colors marking differ- 
ent divisions of disks. There will 
be Black, Maroon and Green labe!s 


as of 


5 it would be issuing all of 


10 its 
the 


in 5,000, 6,000, 7,000, 8.000 and 
9,000 series numbers, prices rang- 
ing from $2.85 for 10-inch Black 
label platters to $5.85 for 12-inch 
Maroon label “specialty” disks. 
Decca’s new label designs, in- 


cidentally, prominently display the 
designation “LP” and ‘33!4 rpm.” 
(Continued on page 46) 


Halistrom Exits 


RCA Exec Post 


Jack Hallstrom, who took Fli 
Oberstein’s spot last year as head 
of RCA-Victor’s pop artists and 
repertoire division, and a few 
weeks ago was moved up to assist- 
ant to Victor’s general manager, 
Paul Barkmeier, is out of the com- 
pany. Hallstrom resigned, Victor 
explained, and may go with Stens- 
gaard, Chicago firm which turns 
out all of Victor’s display advertis- 
ing. Merchandising, which ties in 
with Stensgaard’s work, is Hall- 
strom’s forte. 

With Hallstrom gone, RCA-Vic- 
tor’s top regime and its artists and 
repertoire division have within the 
past 14 months undergone a com- 
plete revision. Barkmeier replaced 
Jim Murray as general manager 
some months ago when the latter 
ostensibly went to Europe to sur- 





vey the disk scene abroad for Vie- 
tor. 
Joe Csida, who joined Victor 


some months ago as assistant to 
John West, head of public relations 
for all of RCA, recently took over 
as a. & r. manager, assisted by 
Charles Greean and Henri Rene. 


Mildred Bailey Ailing 


Mildred Bailey is seriously i}! at 
St. Francis hospital, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y. Jazz songstress has a heart 
condition, aggravated by diabetes. 
She’s been in and out of hospitals 
for many months. 

Recording and other showbusi- 
ness people in N. Y. are laying the 
groundwork to provide for her re- 
quirements. Morty Palitz, former 
Columbia Records musical direc- 
tor, is spearheading the efforts, 








Eddie Camden opened at Ana- 
cacho Room, St. Anthony hotel. San 
Antonio, replacing Emile Peiti 
band 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience | 


The top 31 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on | 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mu- 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of August 12-18, 1949 





A Piper Bil Be OBO ik ko cle sk Ca wee we riasaeeln’ Hill & Range | 
A Wonderful Guy—*“South Pacific” ..........+... Chappell 
And Tt Stil Goes... 24.663. ack OR ge ee Shapiro-B 
Baby It’s Cold Outside—*“‘Neptune’s Daughter”.... Morris 
Bali Ha’i—*“South Pacific” a oa ee Chappell 
Every Time I Meet You—7“Beautiful Blonde” ... Feist 
Fiddle Dee Dee—t“It’s a Great Feeling”.........- Harms 
Four Winds and the Seven Seas. ........-+seeee: Lombardo 
Homework—*“Miss Liberty”...........-sceeccees Berlin 
How It Lies, How It Lies, How It Lies Morris 
Hucklebuck vr United 
[t's a Great Feeling—t“It’s a Great Feeling” Remick 
Just One Way To Say I Love You—**Miss Liberty” . Berlin 


Let’s Take An Old-Fashioned Walk—*‘Miss Liberty’’Berlin 
Lora Belle Lee Santly-Joy 


Maybe It’s Because—*“Along Fifth Avenue” BVC 
One & Only Highland Fling—**Barkleys of B’way”. Warren 
Now That I Need You—7“Red, Hot and Blue” Famous 
Riders In the Sky teow re ee Morris 
Similau Se yh de Nr en ye eee Campbell 
Some Enchanted Evening—*‘‘South Pacific” ...... Chappell 
Someday You'll Want Me to Want You .......-.-- Duchess 
Swiss Lullaby Southern 
There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes Witmark 
Through Sleepless Night—*“Come to the Stable” Miller 
Twenty-Four Hours of Sunshine Advanced 
Two Little New Little Blue Little Eyes. ......... Morris 
Weddin Tae. ck 8) eerie ee acamean Famous 
Who Do You Know In Heaven ........ ...-+eee8e8. Robbins 
Younger Than Springtime—**“South Pacifie’..... Chappell 
You’re Breaking My Heart.............+-+ee0e8- Mellin 


You’re So Understanding Barron-Pem. 


The remaining 21 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu 


lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the 
Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
Again—?*“Road House” i Robbins 
Dreamy Old New England Moon .........s5++.: Leeds 
Everywhere You GO ln cette ree eeeeeers Lombardo 
Ev'ry Night Is Saturday Night..............ee0-> BMI 

Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue .. .......-+eeeeeene. Feist 
Forever And Ever Fe og al rake ps i AD Robbins 
Give Me a Song With a Beautiful Melody Witmark 
{ Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore .......... Laurel 

I Wish I Had a Record fm ae at ee See Crawford 
I'll Keep the Lovelight Burning. ..........+..505: Laurel 
it’s Summertime AGOM ....... ccc secs ercweeden Republic 
Katrina Morris 
Little Fish In a Big Pond—*‘Miss Liberty”....... Berlin 
Look At Me Boies ah dh BoRNe Be eared OG Jewel 
Love Is a Beautiful Thing........ci...scvccccces Porgie 
Pe a ee aa re Oxford 


Merry-Go-Round Waitz Shapiro-B 








Cen=—48 VOW OW 2. wc ick ce aes owe es hee ec eunee Johnstone-M 
UPVC TNS FIIAIGe. og vc cave cir cee cess er enens Jay-Bee 
So in Love—*‘'Kiss Me, Kate” ats T. B. Harms 
Song Of Surrender—*“Song Of Surrender”...... Paramount 
Why Fall in Love With a Stranger.............. Campbell 

+ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 











Bond’s New Firm 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
Red River Songs organized here | 
as a new music publishing com-| 
pany by Johnny Bond. Outfit | 


positions. 
It is a BMI firm. 





‘SCOTCH HOT’ WHITLOCK 
JUST PAST 80TH YEA 


Roanoke, Va., Aug. 23. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

“How old is Billy Whitlock?” That 
is the question which I examined 
at some length in the Aug. 10 issue. 
From internal evidence I deduced 
that the bells virtuoso, whose Lon- 
don record of his own composition, 
“Scotch Hot” is proving a hot sell- 
er, must be somewhere between 80 
and 100 years old. Preponderance 
of evidence, I said, favored the 
comparatively youthful fourscore, 
but the Whitlockian chronology 
was still a mystery. 

Well, I’m glad to pass the word | 
along that the puzz)¢ is a puzzle no | 
longer. From a reiuable source I 
have learned that Whitlock, who 
was making bells and xylophone 
records as well as singing laughing 
songs 50 years or so ago, is—hold 
your breath!—just 80! 

The “reliable source” is Gene 
Rayburn, of WNEW, New York, 
who has written to me as follows: 

“My partner and I read your 
letter to the editor of VARIETY with 
considerable interest in view of the 
fact that we are responsible for the 
renascence of ‘Scotch Hot’ or ‘Hop 
Scotch Polka.’ Since we have been 
in touch with the composer, Billy 
Whitlock, through London Records, | 
perhaps we can help clarify the | 
mystery surrounding his age. Ted 
Lewis tells ustthat Whitlock passed 
his 80th birthday early this year, 
about the time he_ re-recorded 
‘Seotch Hot.’ Further, they had 
to literally hold him up at the re- 
cording session because of his ad- 
vanced years. 

“WNEW,” Rayburn’ continues, 
“was throwing out a stack of old 
records, among them the Edison 
Bell recording of ‘Scotch Hot,’ with 
Whitlock at the bells. We played 
the record three or four times dur- 
ing the course of one week, and be- 
gan to get unusual response on it 

from our listeners via both tele- 
phone and the mails. We put the 
record aside temporarily and began 
an investigation through London 
Records to find out who owned the 
master. Tutti Camarata of Lon- 
don Records informed us that his 








T.D., 2 AIDES UNHURT 


IN FORCED LANDING Decca-LP 








firm did not own the master, that 
it was non-existent, but Whit- 
lock was still around and willing to 
re-record it. We sent them an ace- 








A ——e Continued from page 45 
Detroit, Aug. 23. 

Tommy Dorsey and two of his 
musicians got away without a 
scratch when their ptane_ was 
forced to land in a cornfield three 
miles away from the local airport. 
Dorsey, Charlie Shavers, trum- 
peter, and Red Wooten, bass, had 
chartered the ship to get them to 
Niagara Falls on time for a dance 
date with the rest of band Sunday 
(21) evening. They had just tak- 
en off when the plane’s motor quit 
and forced them down. They 
hired another plane and reached 
the date on time. 

Dorsey opened Monday (22) eve- 
ning for a week at the Ottawa 
Fair, then goes to the Canadian 


hall 
Both descriptions of the Columbia 
system are printed in large type, 
set into the circular border of the 


Decea. Even Columbia doesn’t do 
that. 

Decca’s initial LP release will, 
of course, include its top-selling 


history of the record business. Ac- 
companying that are the “Car- 
ousel,” “Annie Get Your Gun,” and 


with the second film biog on Al 
Jolson. 
All told, there are 30 single 10 


initial list, covering all the price 
classes from $2.85, through $3.35, 


National Exhibition at Toronto, $3.85, $4.85 and $5.85, the last 
which he plays every year. After being Judith Anderson’s “Medea” 
that the band one-nights thrareh album. issued orignally as a 78 


New England into the Click, Phila- 'P™ 12-inch album, 


delphia, Sept. 20, for one or two 














the Shamrock hotel, Houston, Oct. 


tate dubbing from the original Edi- 
son Bell and suggested that they do 
it with the same instrumentation 
and arrangement. While all this 


ming and whistling it, and began 
kicking around some ideas for a 
lyric. 

“An ,American publication had 


albums, led off by the “Oklahoma” been arranged for the tune, so we disk jocks over their alleged failure to plug race platters. 
set, the largest-selling album in the wrote to the publisher suggesting > in charge of the newspaper campaign on “Careless Love.” 


a lyric based on the familiar chil- 
dren’s game which is universally 
known as Hop Scotch. 


idea, and in two days came up with 
an engaging, refreshing lyric. , 
The London Record was issued and 


and 12-inch LP platters on Decca’s played on our WNEW morning pro- Viewer: 


gram. Listeners began buying it. 
People in the music trade wats 
were enchanted by the indefinable 
charm of the record. Guy Lom- 
bardo heard it, liked it, recorded 
it, used it on his network remotes. 
The Three Suns recorded it. Art 
Mooney recorded it. and Martin 


Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 


Covers Totay 
Week 
Band oie alsa Played Week on nett 
38 , : | Freddie Martin... Waldo eS Serre soocese 2 25 
formed to publish Bond's own com-| y+ Brandwynne. . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 3 373 tan 
Henry Busse ..... Statler (450; $1.50-$2).......... 3 1,100 Sias 
Xavier Cugat..... Astor (850; $1.50-$2)........++6. 3 4,150 12'609 


Chicago 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2 min.-$1 cover) Bett 
Jane Watson and Jerry Austen. Upped slightly te 1,900 tabs. _ y 

Eddy Howard (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). Holding at 13 800 
admissions. : 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 coy 
Ice Show registered increase to 4,890 covers 

Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover) 
Liberace and Modernaires, in last week, upped take to 3,250 tabs. : 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.). “Salute” series 
on the increase again. Bigger 3,500 covers. ; 


er), 





Los Angeles 
Eddie Fitzpatrick (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). 
and Mary Healy. Third wk.; 3,325 covers. 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Twelfth wk.; 2,900 covers, 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 3060; $4 min.). 650 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
and Betty Bruce Leaner 2,000 covers. 

Lawrence Welk (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
admissions. 

Griff Williams (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.; 2d wk.). 
at 10.200 admissions. 

Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 


With Peter Lind Hayes 





Jackie Miles 
Holding well at 11,000 
Williams doing okay 


Drop to 1,800 covers. 





(Los Angeles) 
Ray Robbins (Aragon, Santa Monica; 4th wk.). 
Frankie Carle (Palladium B., Hollywood; 4th wk.). 
admissions. . 
Benny Strong (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; 4th wk.). 
missions. 


6,500 admissions. 
Four nights, 4,700 


10,400 ad- 


Inside Orchestras—Music | 


Band bookers for South America are burning at statements made by 
Xavier Cugat recently to the effect that he was paid off mostly in 
frozen assets on his last swing below the border. Pablo Williams and 
A. Higuera, booking agency which handled the Cugat tour, flatly 
contradict Cugat with claims that Cugat received $45,000 in cold U. §, 
cash for his engagement in Venezuela alone. Bookers are particularly 
sore because they want to pact American bands for the Latin American 
carnival season opening next February, but are meeting resistance, 
Bandleaders claim they don’t want to be paid off in coffee beans, 


Se 





Rex Riccardi, assistant to James C. Petrillo, prez of the American 
Federation of Musicians, backed up Gene Krupa solidly recently when 
two of the maestro’s men were involved in marijuana arrests. Krupa 
fired both musicians on the spot, but both went to the AFM to force 
Krupa to give them the required two weeks’ notice. Riccardi refused 
to allow their complaint, and on top of that, refused to allow ballroom 
promoters who had Krupa’s band booked to cancel him out due to the 
publicity over the case. 

Based upon a poem by Rudolph Valentino to songwriter Ditra Flame, 
“Candlelight” was published yesterday (Tues.) by Whimsy, Ltd. Date 
coincided with the 23rd anniversary of the matinee idol’s death. Miss 
Flame is said to have composed the song’s music about 25 years ago. 
She also has converted another Valentino poem into lyric form and sup- 
plied the music as well. This number is tagged “One Red Rose.” 
Meanwhile, the tunes will likely benefit from the couple of pix about 
Valentino which have been announced for production. 


RCA-Victor, in a drive to promote interest in its Negro artists, for 


label on each side of the word was happening, we were still hum- the first time bought advertising in all four Philly Negro weeklies, Pitts- 


burgh Courier, Afro-American, Philadelphia Tribune and the Indepen- 
dent. Ads were taken to get campaign rolling on “Careless “Love,” 
which the Four Tunes have waxed on Victor’s new Bluebird label 
Record company recently hired newsman Joe Baker to contact Philly 
Baker will 





: RCA-Victor and Vaughn Monroe hosted a group of 25 record fans at 
uncheon and a recording session by Monroe's band last week at Victor’s 


even the new “Jolson Sings Again” publisher turned the whole thing New York studios. Kids were winners of a contest run by Martin Block, 
set, being released coincidentally over to’Carl Sigman, who liked the WNEW, N. Y., disk jockey, on the subject of “Why I Like Phonograph 


Records.” They lunched on RCA, watched Monroe record and drew 
a tour through Victor’s miniature pressing plant at its 23d street studios. 


$500,000 GROSS FOR. 
BERKSHIRE FESTIVAL 


“Dear old Billy Whitlock 
seems to be coming to the front 
again with his bells and xylophone. 
Of course, everybody knows that. 
he and Charles Penrose have been 
doing a music-hall sketch for some | Lenox, Mass., Aug. 23. 

time, entitled ‘Two Old Sports,) The Berkshire Music Festival 
and that, naturally, has kept Billy wound up its 14th season to tote 
to a certain extent out of the rec- up a gross take nudging $500,000 


weeks, then more one-nighters into | 


20 for three weeks. 

While in Ottawa, Dorsey got 
back his land cruiser, combination 
bus and living quarters, which had 
been badly smashed in a crash at 
Wahoo, Neb. While the bus was 
being repaired he had been riding 
the road with Shavers in the lat- 
ter’s auto, but the planing resulted 
when the car broke down. 





Petrillo Nixes Free 
Music for Ft. Worth 


Fort Worth, Aug. 23. 

James C. Petrillo has struck a 
sour note for an all-unions Labor 
Day celebration here. Prexy of 
the musicians’ union won't let them 
have free music. 

-The picnic, to be the first in lo- 
cal union history in which all- 
branches of organized labor will 
participate, was to hear music with- 
out cost from music union mem- 
bers. 


| pe 
| 
Lae ~4CONtinued from page 45 —— 


been occasions in which perform- 
ers tried so many times that they 
wearied of the material and lost 
the spark and spontaniety of per- 
formance that makes for a good 
record 

However, with tape, it’s possible 
to splice out objectionable parts 
no matter how minute, and insert 
a new section, using scotch tape to 


hold the splice in place. Too, 
there are other advantages. For 
example, Decca recently cut an 


arrangement with Gordon Jenkins 
which demanded a banjo solo. At 
the last minute, the  banjoist 
couldn't appear, and Gordon and 
his musicians and choir were 
ready to cut. Gordon simply went 
ahead and completed the date. 
Later, a banjo twanger was brought 
in to do the solo and the part 
spliced into the whole. That 
couldn't have been done with wax. 





Block picked Mooney’s version as ord world; however, when he has 
the record of the week for the first. the opportunity he is back again at 
week in August. Bill Gale has the old game and is just as good as 
waxed it for the Columbia label. ever.” (Penrose, like Whitlock 
Things are beginning to happen was a specialist at recording laugh- 
with it in places other than New ing songs.) . 

York, which pleases us and bears 
out our belief in the intrinsic ap- 
peal of the tune. My side- 
kick, Dee Finch, and I would be 
pleased to learn what the listener 


That was 26 years ago. Twenty- 
SIX years from now, at the age of 
106, they'll probably be holding 
Billy up to the mike again while 
he records still another version of 


reaction is around Roanoke with “Scotch Hot” or, mayt ae 

‘Scotch Hot,’ when given the Grasshopper Barn Ped og M a 

W alsh s Wax Works treatment’ while, I have just aamomuedl that 
So there you have the ‘aside my own record collection contains 


story of how an 80-year-old veteran a 
of half a century in the recording 
studios has made a comeback with 
what begins to look like one of the 
hottest waxings of the year. But 

making a comeback is old stuff for 
Billy Whitlock In the Februarv 

1923. issue of the “Talking Machine 
News” there was a review of a 
Pathe record by Whitlock, playing 
two of his own compositions. 
“Lonesome Frolics’ and “Grass- 
«hopper Barn Dance.’ - Said the re-+ 


; Clarion wax cylinder, made in 
England, of an engaging composi- 
tion called “Laughing Billy.” In 
it, Whitlock combines his two spe- 
cialties by playing the xylophone 
and giving a laughing obbligato in 
the refrain. He really has some- 
thing to laugh about in the hit 
“Scotch Hot’ is making, even 
though he couldn’t stand up to the 
mike under his own power.. 
Jim Walsh. 

(Walsh’s Wax Works, WSLS.) 


for the six-week season. 

The Festival drew more than 
183,000 visitors who paid an aver 
age of $2.50 for the nine formal 
concerts of the Boston symphony 
orch. But these concerts were but 
a small part of the opersies 
which includes a pre-season ee 
Mozart festival,- public rehearsals 
(at $1 a throw for the Pension 
Fund), chamber music concerts, & 
couple of operas, choral Ss 
and unnumbered student actlv 
ties. : 

Top audience _ figure ye 
reached at an evening Conteris 
fering Heifetz as soloist, W e 
nearly 16,000 turned up. 


deiitciteheaececeiennaneaseniamecieiaeitces 


Richard Himber’s orchestra ng 
at Shamrock hotel, Houston, 


. ee 
a (Thursday) for thr 
morrow Thur } pre- 


weeks. Glen Gray’s orchestra ad 
ceded Himber and will play thr 
‘weeks of one-night stands beto 
‘leaving Texas. 
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Bing Crosby “You're In Love 
With Someone’ -“Top of The Morn- 
ing’; “Oh, Tis Sweet To Think”- 
“The Donovans” (Decca). Four 
tunes from bBbing’s forthcoming 
“Top O’ The Morning: film. Top 
ock, juke and sales sides are the 
o two, by Johnny Burke-Jimmy 
Van Heusen. “Someone ls a swell 
ballad with a sharp chance at hit- 
dom, and Crosby does it with rare 
touch. It stands out. “Morning is 
a light rhythm item with an Irish 
tang, “Sweet To Think” a slow 
ballad dueted with an unbilled fe- 
male, and “Donovans one of those 
infectious Irish items. rhey’re 
kay. Jeffry Alexander Chorus and 
Victor Young’s orchestra accom- 
pany. 

Frank Sinatra “Let Her Go, Let 
Her Go, Let Her Go’-“Wedding 
of Lilli Marlene” (Columbia). “Let 
Her Go” is the disk about which 
there’s been so much discussion 
and argument over release dates. 
A slow ballad, smoothly and accur- 
ately performed by Sinatra (who 
apparently has resumed  rehears- 
ing songs), the tune has an excel- 
Jent chance to hit for jocks and 


jukes. It’s good and its well 
cooked. “‘Lilli Marlene” side, done 
as slowly and carefully, is equally 


as good and has the same chance 
to click. 


Three Suns “Scotch Hot’’-“The 
Windmill’s Turning” (Victor). Suns 
and Victor turned out ‘Hot’ as 
the original instrumental by Billy 


Whitlock, with bells supplementing 
the trio’s organ, etc. It’s a good 
disk, one that jocks will find much 
use for, but it doesn’t capture the 
spark that marks Whitlock’s Lon- 
don version. ‘‘Windmill’ is a cute 
corn tune that works up an accom- 
panying audience whistle. Sun 
Spots ride the vocal. 

King Cole “Land of Love” (Capi- | 
tol). Another Eden Ahbez (‘‘Na- | 
ture Boy’) tune, *“‘Land of Love’”’ is | 
very impressive and a possible hit. | 
Full of the same structural char- | 
acteristics as “Boy,” Ahbez’s tune 
gets an excellent performance from 
Cole and if it doesn’t sell it won't | 
be his fault. He’s backed by a| 
bank of fiddles and other musical | 
color framing a really understand- 
ing vocal. 

Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians | 
“Trees’-““Hymn To Music” (Decca). | 
Waring’s huge choral society did 
a job on “Trees” that won’t make 
the standard a new hit, but one | 
that belongs in every discerning 
jock’s library. Waring’s arrange- | 
ments of music like this and his | 
group’s performances of them seem 
to burnish and inject new and dif- 
ferent life. Reverse is material 
that doesn’t make half the impres- 
sion, though well cut. 


Tex Beneke ‘Blues In the Night 
March”’-““One Who Gets You” (Vic- | 
tor). Another of Glenn Miller’s | 
wartime march arrangements of | 
standards, similar to the “St. Louis | 
Blues March,” which was a hit for | 

eneke a while back. This one’s | 
not as good.. but it’s well played | 
and it might happen. Flipover | 
brings up a medium bounce tune | 

iped by Beneke and the Moonlight 

erenaders that’s fair. 

f Jack Owens “Jealous Heart’: | 
Dime A Dozen;” “‘Your’e The Only | 

One I Care For”-“I Wish I Had a | 
Record” (Decca). Jack Owens, of | 
radio’s ‘‘Breakfast Club,” is now a | 
Decea man. He does a fine job) 
on all four of these sides, “Jealous | 
Heart” cutting a swath that’s bet- | 
ter, vocal for vocal, than Al Mor- | 
gans. “Dime A Dozen,” a new tune | 
| 

| 





that varies widely with different 
artists, is good. “You're The Only 
One,” ballad’ on which Owens is | 
co-writer, seems like an excellent | 
tune that can move on its own | 

wer. It's backed by a rhythm | 
tem that is okay. 
_ Les Brown “Joltin’ Joc DiMag- 
lo -“Nickel Serenade” (Columbia). 
oth sides originally were released 
Seven or eight years ago, far 
enough back to be new to most 
jocks. At any rate, aside from the 
timely baseball import of the “Jol- 
tin” disk, it’s a good rhythm item 
Wwell-played by Brown, and the ar- 
Tangement isn’t dated at all. Band 
choruses and Betty Bonney vocals. 
ai erenade” is another bounce bit 
Imed originally at coinmachines, 
€nce the title. It's oke~. 


Platter Pointers 
fideet’y , Faith put a lot of guts, 
> €-wise and otherwise, into his 
itStanding diskings of “Deep Pur- 
rad and “Oodles of Noodles,” a. 
la hg-crazy thing that will be well- 
4 by jocks. Milt Herth sliced 
hey: _instrumental version of | 

ast Mile Home” (Coral), with | 
Donmen assisting his organ 
by G released “Blue Skirt Waltz” 
en “a Lombardo, not exactly the 
umhi of Frankie Yankovie’s (Col- 
ak la). Good disk for ie--~ -nd 

€s, too, is Phil , Harris’, ‘tls. It 


Jocks, Jukes andDisks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


'*“Look For 








|True What They Say About Dixie” | 
(\ ictor). .. Sammy Kaye’s orchestra, | 
sub-billed, backs Don Cornell and | 
Laura Leslie on “I Don’t Know 
From Nothin,” a cute melody. 
Bobby Doyle turns loose an un- | 
expectedly good vocal style on “All | 
Is Lost” (Coral) a good disk | 
Claude Thornhill’s “Through A | 
Long And Sleepless Night,” (Vic- | 
tor) vocalled by Nancy Clayton, is | 
the best since Dinah Shore’s (Col- 
umbia) Gordon Jenkins’ Suitcase 
Six, Floyd Huddleston and the 
Tattlers do some solid work on “I 
Never Heard You Say’-“I Wake 
Up In the Morning Feeling Fine” 
. Count Basie cut a good version | 
of “Did You See Jackie Robinson 
Hit That Ball’ (Victor) Horses | 
and horns apparently don’t mix on | 
the basis of Harry James’ ‘“Some- 
One Loves Someone” and “Ultra” 
(Columbia), on which his work is 





sloppy and colorless Fontane 
Sisters pitched a clicky “24 Hours 
of Sunshine” (Victor)...Jazz fol- 


lowers will find a hot serving in 


Cecil Payne’s “Big Joe’ - “Egg 
Head” (Decca) And in a lighter 


way in Erskine Butterfield’s ‘“Jump- | 
in’ In a Julep Joint.” | 
_ Standout western, race, polka, | 
jazz, hillbilly, ete.: Lionel Hampton, | 
“Beulah’s Sister’s Boogie” - “Wee | 
Albert” (Decca); Johnny Bond, 
“Drowning My Sorrows” (Colum- | 
bia); Pee Wee King, “Tennessee | 
Polka” (Victor); Julia Lee, “You 
Ain't Got It No More” (Capitol); | 
Doles Dickens, “Hold Me, Baby” 


( IF ea): i ic an “Rv ” ; . 
Decca); Hlinois Jacquet, | B-Yot” | musie publishers. 

(Victor); Bob Camp, Reading . ; : 
Blues” (Decca): Ray Smith, “An At least two of the majors in 
Old Xmas Card” (Columbia): | recent weeks have approached 
Roosevelt Sykes, “Stop-Her Poppa” | Various pubs on the idea of the | 
(Victor); Sons of Pioneers, ‘Lie latter digging out material possi- | 
Low Little Doggies’ (Victor); | bly worthwhile enough to record. | 


Unitones, “Send 10 Pretty Flowers” | 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 13) 
London, Aug. 16. 


Riders in the Sky Morris 
Wedding of Lilli Box & Cox 
Again F. D. & H. 


“A” You're Adorable Connelly 


Red Roses L. Wright 
Lavender Blue Sun 
Buy Killarney P. Maurice 
12th Street Rag.. Chappell 
Candy Kisses Chappell 
Careless Hands Morris 


While Angelus Ring Southern 


Forever and Ever F. D. & H. 
Second 12 

Put Shoes on Lucy Gay 

Echo Told Me Lie Chappell 

Blue Ribbon Gal Dash 


Put ’Em in Box Connelly 


It's Magic Connelly 
Strawberry Moon Yale 
Cuckoo Waltz K. Prowse 
Leicester Square Rag Norris 
Dreamer with Penny Magna 
Confidentially New World 


I Don’t See Me Connelly 
Everywhere You Go _. Chappell 





Some Ma jors Eye 
Non-Plug Songs 


To Give Em Ride 


Some of the major recording 


companies are aiming to help sales 


by making a try 
with non-plug 


at creating hits 


material held by 


And part of the deal is that the 


(London). | recorders want special royalty 
Album Review i on the stuff they do record. 
Pubs feel that the reduced-rate 


Vaughn Monroe “Silver Lining | 
Songs” (Victor). Monroe’s latest al- 
bum consists of six standard tunes 
included in the Warner Bros. film, 
“Look For the Silver Lining.” 
They're solid vocals individually 
for the coin-tonsiled Bostonian, to- 
gether they're a leadpipe cinch to 
make some sales noise. Tunes are: 
the Silver Lining,” 
“Kiss In the Dark,” “Who,” “Shine 
On Harvest Moon,” “Time On My 
Hands” and “Avalon.” Monroe is 
aided by the Moon Maids, and his 
full band, with strings, if any of 
the sides is standout they are the 
title tune, ‘“‘Kiss” and “Who.” 


i 


dea is reasonable, especially since 


| it’s probable that the tunes they 
|can dig up would not be recorded 
|at all under normal circumstances, 
|or not unless it particularly suited | 
|some browsing artist with a disk | 


contract. 





Lou Levy, manager of the An- 
|drews Sisters and head of Leeds 
|Music, left for the Coast over the 
, weekend, picking up the vocal trio 
‘in Chicago, to help prepare them 
for the resumption of their Camp- | 
i. Soup broadcasts (CBS) Aug. | 








Cap, M-G-M, London Report Lags 





Team Dinah, Morgan 
Nashville, Aug. 23 
Dinah Shore and Ra\ \lorgan 
have been teamed by Columbia on 
a pair of sides I] 





one hillbilly 


one 

a pop tune, as answer to Capitol 
putting Margaret Whiting and J 
my Wakely together on a platte 

Miss Shore came to Na ( 

Saturday (20) to hold the record 

ling sesh with Morgan, who is tied 


here by his job on NBC's “Gran 


Ole Opry.” 


MONROE BACK ON TOP 


WITH ‘SOMEDAY’ DISK 
¥ i 

Vaughn Monroe vho occupied 
the top slot on RCA-Victor’s best 
seller lists for weeks with his 
“Riders in the Sky.” bounced right 
back last week with his disking of 
“Someday,” published by Leeds 
Music, backed by “And It Still 
Goes,” by Shapiro-Bernstein 

Since “Riders” was issued in 
April, Monroe has held down Vic 
tor’s No. 1 sales position almost 
without a break, excepting for the 
period in which Perry Como’s 
coupling of “Some Enchanted 
Evening” and “Bali Ha’i from 
“South Pacific,” took over 


Reddiker Bros. Plan 
To Cut Asbury Policy 


Asbury Park, Aug. 23 
Reddiker Bros., who have op 
erated the band policy at Conven 
tion Hall here for the past couple 


| 


of seasons on a full-week basis, 
probably will reduce that next 
year. Promoters are already talk- 


ing with band bookers about a two- 
day style of operation—Friday and 
Saturday evenings. Some mention 
has been made, too, that the pair, 
who operate numerous enterprises 
in this town, are trying to set up 
|a deal with Pleasure Beach Park, 
Bridgeport, under which they will 
try to buy bands on a three-day 
weekend basis, playing them two 
days at Asbury, and Sunday at 
Bridgeport. 

Reddikers have dropped a fair 
wad promoting at Convention Hall 
this season. 


Week of Aug. 20 


_ZAREETY | |() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines,¥¢** *f ". 2° 


1. SOME E . § Perry Como eee es Victor 
ENCHANTED EVENING (13) (Williamson)........... {Frank Sinatra. ....... Columbia 
2. YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (2) (Algonquin)........... Vic Damone coevcce. Mercury 
. ROOM FULL OF ROSES (5) (Hill & Range)................ 9507™™y_ Kaye .......... Victor 
UDick Haymes............ Decca 
4. WONDERFUL GUY (10) (Williamson)..................022. 5 Margaret Whiting. ...... Capitol 
\Fran Warren er Victor 
5. HUCKLEBUCK (8) CUntted)....cesereesseceessceecoeseesee | oma Sinatra ....... Columbia 
Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor 
6. AGAIN (23) (Robbins)......... sipbedekesctacnes<anie 1... Gordon Jenkins......... Decca 
Vic Damone....... Mercury 
7. RIDERS IN THE SKY (17) (Morris). ........00c0es000. vee.. 4 Vaughn Monroe....... Victor 
UBurl Ives «e+e. Columbia 
8. BALI HA'I (10) (Williamson)....... hsenanbeseetnns veseeee. g berry Como ........... Victor 
| Bing Crosby weeee... Decca 
9. I DON’T SEE ME (14) (Laurel)............0e0cc0ee. Semeneus )Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 
| Perry Como secces.. Victor 
10. FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (2) (Lombardo) ........ ramet JSammy Kaye ...........Victor 
(Guy Lombardo...........Decca 
Second Group 
7 - SA ATT : { Dick Haymes......... Decca 
MAYBE IT'S BECAUSE (Triangle) ......ccccccesses eee eee | Connie Haines ......... Coral z 
’ { Vaughn Monroe......... Victor 
SOMEDAY (Duchess)............... Peer ee eee ere ee eras aeenes Mills Bros. .....cceceess Decca 
re . § Whiting-Mercer ..... Capitol 
BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (Melrose): ...........cccccccsceses ) Shore-Clark eae Columbia 
y vs ~ ™ y 7 . { Evelyn Knight Decca 
YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (Barron-Pemora)............... ) Blue Barron........... M-G-M 
sak aeks ai ae . . ; f Si) tra-Day ........, Columbia 
LET’S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (Berlin) ........ Jss00se*) Beton Comes hee 
NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Famous).........-cccccsccsccccees » Doris Day ii .icsceds Columbia 
_ > vote FY : { Blue Barron + M-G-M 
YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) ......cccccesscecvsssevoees ) Carmen Cavallaro .. Decca : 
; . . \ Fran Warren Victor 
HOMEWORK (Berlin) ....... DISPOESEDS ELEEES OSES TE ES ESEORSS 1 Dinah Shore ........ Columbia 
SOMEHOW (Algonquin) ........ ETT UCUTTTICTT CCRT Billy Eckstine ....... M-G-M 
. § Bing Crosby pee dawed Decca 
HOW IT LIES (MOMris) ...+ssececesecseceseseececceeceseseerrs ) Kay Starr ‘aa Capitol 
{Tony Martin Victor 
CIRCUS (Massey) 5 OSS Oa SH ESCHSS HEE.4S OTH SH HEDHED HEE 4 HKHEEHE OC ) Dic k Haymes So hee et a Decca z 
CRYING (Greenwich) . a panne san eteueesneecunenrs) Billy Eckstine ......... M-G-M 
THAT’S MY WEAKNESS NOW (Shapiro-B) ..........-+.+++0++: Russ Morgan ........... Decea 
WEDDING LILLI MARLENE (Leeds) .........+++sseeeeeeeeees Gordon MacRae ...... Capitol 4 
; {| Steve Conway Harmony 
JEALOUS HEART (Acuff-Rose) ..  .. nc cece e rer er ce nreercecees } Al Morgan London z 
[Figures in parentheses tndicate number oJ weeks song has been tn the Top 10.) $ 


++ 


yan aati _wwe >. 2 | sna DOADAAADAAAAAAAAAAAADADAAAA 


Over Ist Qtr, But Top Last Year 


—~?+ 


Capitol, M-G-M and Londen labels 
all turned out quarterly royalty 
statements for the period ending 
June 30 that were lower than the 
preceding quarter, pointing up the 
depths of the summer biz lag. Curi- 


ously enough, however, in each 
instance the disbursements to pub- 
lishers were in all instances either 
higher or on a par with the total 


paid out for the second quarter of 


48, indicating this vear’s slump 
iS not as deep as last year’s ¢ce- 
spite the louder wailing of the 
ent seasonal drop 
Figures can lie, of course, in the 


returns of individual companies, 
because one hit disk or the lack of 

» can fluctuate comparative fi 
ures greatly. But for all three 
firms currently reporting to better 
or hold their own with last year 
is curious. 

Capitol’s quarter was approxl- 
mately 28° lower than the pre- 
eding three months, but still 15°o 
higher than the same period of ‘48 
‘Baby, It’s Cold Outside,” sung by 
Margaret Whiting-Johnny Mercer, 
could account for that M-G-M’'s 
return was 35° lower than the 
first quarter, but 10 h er than 
48's second quarter. Here again 
one disk probably made the dif- 

*ference. In M-G-M’s first quarter 
of °49, Blue Barron’s “Cruising 
Down the River’ was big In the 
second quarter it was tapering off, 


{ 
| 
} 
| 


| show 


but, combined with other sales, it 
probably caused the increase over 
last vear. 

London's statement was 66°C 


under the first quarter, but approx- 
imately even with the same quar- 
ter last year. Here again a single 
disk probably figured. Majority of 


London's “Again” disk, by Anne 
Shelton, came under the first 
quarter's statement, causing the 


crest that wasn’t there in the sec- 
on quarter, but holding sufficiently 
into the second quarter to main- 
tain good figures against last year’s 
second quarter. 





Disk Jockey Review 











SAMMY TAYLOR SHOW 

3 Hrs.; 11 a.m.; Mon.-thru-Sat. 
Participating 

KWJJ, Portland, Ore. 

For a good number of years, 
Sammy Taylor had the top evening 
record show in this vicinity. He 
was known as the “Little Man Be- 
hind the Eight Ball” and titled his 
“Fashions in Music.” His 


| popularity kept growing, and his 


“makes ya wanna kKsten” voice 
brought more and more listeners, 
plus more and more sponsors. 
About four months ago station 
heads moved Taylor into the 11 a.m, 
slot with plenty of tough com- 


| petish on other stations. Ever since 


his starting in radio, Taylor has al- 


ways been on the lookout for new 


ideas. Moving from a late night 
spot to a tough daytime position 
was a challenge, but the kid made 
good in this short time. 

He started his shows the same 
as his night spot, having requests, 


transient celebrities — and, of 
course, his voice. Jantzen Beach 
Park, then installed a new idea 


into its swimming pools and asked 
Taylor to work the deal for them. 
Twice a week, the Sammy Taylor 
Show is broadcast direct from the 
pool at Janzten Beach Park, where 
they feature “Music Under Water.” 

One day a week, he broadcasts 
from the Arthur Murray dance stu- 
dios. He has the Sammy Taylor 


“Teen Age” Club, which gives les- 


sons at a greatly reduced price. For 
two hours during his show, he spins 
records with regular commer- 
cials, and the members of his club 
get lessons to the tunes of his plat- 
ters. Following hour a= special 
dance is held for all members. 

On one other day a week, Taylor 


fills up a soft-drink truck with 
two quarts of gas. The driver of 
the truck starts driving around 


town. Tavlor and the engineer are 
with him, conducting their show 
right from the truck. The truck 
continues to prowl from one neigh- 
borhood to another until it runs 
out of gas. Taylor gets out of the 
truck, and informs the lady of the 
house where the trucks stops that 
she is the winner of the day. The 
housewife is put on the air while 
she is loaded down with prizes. 

The rest of the days, the show 
is broadcast direct from the studio, 
playing top tunes, answering re- 
quests, and interviewing transient 
celebs. 
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Seceticmael ant teak. wate 


eae Sinn ac 


Give Me Your Hand 


Dry Bones 
Summertime 


About Dixie 
Silas Lee 


Oodles Of Noodles 
Deep Purple 


Awful Natural 





The stars who make 
the hits are on... 


| Wish | Had A Record 


Is It True What They Say 


In The Middle Of The Night 


CA VICTOR RECORDS « 


CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 





VARIETY soy’: 


o hit in Some 


POPULAR 


Perry Como 
20-3521 (47-2997°*) 
Tommy Dorsey 
20-3523 (47-3002") 

Phil Harris 
20-3524 (47-3003") 


Percy Faith 
20-3525 (47-3004*) 


Lucky Millinder 
20-3526 (47-3005") 


THIS WEEK’S RELEASE! 


(Both 78 rpm. and 45 rpm. Numbers marked * ore 45 rpm.) 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION, RADIO 


POP-SPECIALTY 
| Love An Old Fashioned Lawrence Duchow 
Polka 25-1132 (51-0017*) 
Vagabond Waltz 


COUNTRY AND WESTERN 


| Heard The Angels Weep Texas Jim Robertson 


I'm So Low 21-0095 (48-0097 *) 


The Warm Red Wine 

The Queen Of My Heart 
Is In Heaven 

Just One More Waltz 

The Fatal Wedding 


Shorty Long 
21-0096 (48-0098*) 


The Jones Sisters 
21-0097 (48-0099) 


® Previewers, pickers and prophets all 
say that all three of these disks will 
zoom ‘way up fast! 


YES! RCA Victor has not one—not 
two—but THREE BIG ‘COMERS’ ALL AT 
ONCE! They're the greatest threesome 
that ever promised a three-in-a-row ride 
up the charts! Get with all three for a 
triple profit clean-up! Grab ‘emNOW |] 









on 4 Arn 
ad RPr, 40s¢ t ies 
“Urb; 
BLUES 
What The Blues Will Do Arbee Stidham 


Falling Blues 


DEALERS! Are you ringing up th ose extra profits with 
RCA Victor's new Multi-Play Needle? Counter dis- 
plays, Co-op mats, and national advertising add up 


to easy sales. 


* 
AN 


————— 


22-0040 (50-0024*) 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 
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Compiled for 


VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


++++44+ (Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948) *****ee* 


+o 


VARIETY | 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 


(Copyright, Variety - 
other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


legends and 
ond presentation, appeared in the 
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inc. All Rights Reserved) 
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lt is suggested that these installments be 
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ct that this material is copyrighted and may not 
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1927—Continued 


It Was Only a Sun Shower. 


W., Miss Annabelle Lee. w., m., Sid- 


Irving Kahal and Francis Wheeler. ney Clare, Lew Pollack and Harry 
m., Ted e! Waterson, Berlin Richman. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop 
& Snyder Co., cop. 1927. (Successor 1927. (Successor pub., Bourne, 
pub., Mills Music). Inc.). 

Jalousie — Jealousy. Tango tzi- Mississippi Mud. w., m., Harry 
gane for orch. m., Jacob Gade; Barris. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
revised by Walter Paul. Harms, Inc., cop. 1927. 

Inc., cop. 1926 by Edition Charles Mother (My Maryland). w., Doro- 
Brull; cop. 1927 by Harms, Inc. thy Donnelly. m., Sigmund Rom- 

Just a Memory. w., Bud G. De- berg. Harms, Inc., cop. 1927. 
pyiva and Lew Brown. es ae My Blue Heaven. w., George 
Henderson. Harms, Inc., cop. 192%.) 72%. . Walter D ld 

Just Another Day Wasted Away. Whiting. m., Waitet PO aa — 

m.. Charles Tobias and Roy “eo Feist, Inc., os 192i. 
Turk. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., My Heart Stood Still (A Con- 
Inc.. cop. 1927. necticut Yankee). w., Lorenz Hart. 

Just Like a Butterfly That’s ™., Richard Rodgers. Harms, Inc., 
Caught in the Rain. w., m., Mort cop. 1927, 

Dixon Harry Woods. Jerome H. My One and Only (Funny Face). 
Remick & Co., cop. 1927. w.. Ira Gershwin. m., George 


Keep Sweeping the Cobwebs Off 


Gershwin. New World Music Corp., 


the Moon. w., Sam M. Lewis and cop. 1927 

Joe Young. m., Oscar Levant. Je- A Night in June. w., m., Cliff 

rome H. Remick & Co., cop. 1927 Friend. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
Let a Smile Be Your Umbrella cop. 1927. 


on a Rainy Day. 


w., Irving Kahal 


Ol Man River (Show Boat). w., 


and Frances Wheeler. m., Sammy Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd. m., 

Fain. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co., 

Co., cop. 1927, (Successor pub.,, cop. 1927. 

Mills Music). Paree! American version of 
Lovely Lady (Ain’t Love Grand). “Ca . e’est Paris!” w., Leo 

w.. Cvrus Wood. m., Dave Stamper Robin. m., Jose Padilla. Harms, 


and Harold Levy. 
stein & Co., Inc., cop. 1927. 
Lucky in Love (Good News). 


Shapiro, Bern- 


Inc., cop. 1926 by Francis Salabert; 
cop. 1927 by Harms, Ince. 


w.. Ramona (Film: Ramona). w., L. 


m.. Bud G. DeSylva, Lew Brown Wolfe Gilbert. m., Mabel Wayne. 

and Ray Henderson. DeSylva. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1927. 

Brown & Henderson, Inc., cop. Red Lips Kiss My Blues Away. 

1927. (Successor pub., Crawford w., m., Alfred Bryan, James V. 

Music). Monaco and Pete Wendling. Henry 
Make Believe (Show Boat). w.. Waterson, Inc., cop. 1927. (Succes- 

Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd. m.,. sor pub., Mills Music). 

Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co., Roam On, Little Gipsy Sweet- 

cop. 1927 heart. w m., Francis Wheeler, 
Me and My Shadow. w., Billy Irving Kahal and Ted Snyder. 

Rose \l Jolson and Dave Waterson serlin & Snyder Co.. 

Dreyer. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. cop. 1927. ‘(Successor pub., Mills 
1927 (Successor pub., Bourne, Music) 

y Inc.). Russian Lullaby. w., m., Irving 
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— VARIETY | 
Survey of retail sheet music I 5 3 s | 8 
sales, based on reports obtained e B | 3 . 5 ls 
from leading stores in 12 cities a P a - e | @ 
and showing comparative sales ‘IO 1 qgHAliP s | AQ | Ss 7 
rating for this and last week. pit liZPlelelesislalsisiezi|o 
@ie|s 21S a/O;|Sieisis T 
n | © be ™ | &/&/e 
Sic = | Sialo|ai si = | A 
” oma 5 = Ay o rt iH = is ie 
° OF lS lsiais/=1 si /f]a]3| © 
Sit iS liSit (sl elelelal «|Z! 
eeK ENGINGQ = elgligialfzi/2/=/S/2/41/5) pe 
National} H/Sls [Sl alzB12/</5/2/ 3 |S] 0 
nem Aug. 20 SlslFlelZlzlgig/eisisisi} 
oi l\ae/SiajeaesleseisiNn 
This Last z | 21% 4 elsleléls E\e!| tp 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher 2 5 8 S| a oe | Blois in Ela 8 
“1 +1 “Enchanted Evening” (W’mson).. 3 1 1 1 1 2 3 2 1 3 1 1 113 
2 3. “Room Full of Roses” (Hill-Range) 4 3 9 .. 4 8 4@ 1 7 8 2 5 66 
a 4 “Again” (Robbins)............-++- . 8S 8 8 27. 8 8 - 8 .. & 
“48 “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin) 1 2 -- 10 .. .. 2 3 -. 1 5 .. 54 
5 2 “Bali Ha’i” (Williamson)......... . ©ececec wm... fF... £ 
"6 5 “Forever and Ever” (Robbins)... - ae; sy, ee. t+ 8 6s. t¢ 
“TA 12 “Maybe It’s Because” (B.V.C.) ae ee Se we 2 6 35 
“7B 9 “Old Fashioned Walk” (Berlin)... 5 . 2. -@. Ss 10 a a See 
“8 12 “4 Winds and 7 Seas” (Lombardo) 49 8 35 . i 3 33 
9 6, “It’s Cold Outside” (Melrose) és .. 3 6 Cre 27 
10 10 “Yes in Your Eyes” (Remick)..... , ee 7 ss +. @ .. .. 3 % 
il 11 “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel)....... 87... .. . 8 9 .. 7. wh 
12.7 “Riders in the Sky” (Morris)... .. a Se ee 
i3A... “I Love You” (Berlin).........-- 5 a tt 8 +. 1 
i3B... “The Hucklebuck” (United)...... 3 5 14 
! 7 7 arecettey | - 7: ei 
- as lit ‘op.| m., Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co.,| Charles Farrell), “The King of 
te Irving Berlin, Inc., cop cop. 1927. | Kings” (De Mille production), and 
| Sam, the Old Accordion Man. w., You Are Mine Evermore (The ‘The Patent Leather Kid ' (Richard 
m.. Walter Donaldson. Leo Feist,! Cireus Princess). w., Harry B. Barthelmess) brought millions of 
|Inc., cop. 1927. \Smith. m., Emmerich Kalman. dollars to the box office. 
| The Same Old Moon (Lucky). w.,’ Harms, Inc., cop. 1926 by Em- On the Jegitimate stage were 
m.. Otto Harbach, Bert Kalmar merich Kalman, Julius Brammer Ziegfeld’s Show Boat (Charles 
and Harry Ruby. T. B. Harms Co., and Alfred Grunewald; cop. 1927 Winninger, Helen Morgan, Jules 
cop. 1927. 'by Harms, Ince. ee and a May ae. 
Shaking the Blues Away (Zieg- Don’t Like It—Not Much. urlesque, onnecticu an- 
feld Follies of 1927). w., m.. Irving y “— Ned Miller, Art Kahn and “De l ap veg ® oe aie 
Berlin. Irving Berlin, Inc., COP.) Gpocder co Tai . racula,” “Goo ews.” “Hit the 
oaae g — Cohn. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. Deck,” “My Maryland.” “Porgy.” 
Side by Side. w., m., Harry pba “Rio Rita,” “The Road to Rome” 
Woods. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Your Land and My Land a and “The Trial of Mary Dugan.” 
Inc., cop. 1927. _ Maryland). w., waaay 4 Donnel Y, Clamor went up everywhere to 
Silver Moon (My Maryland). w., ™. Sigmund Romberg. Harms, Inc., “clean up” legitimate productions 
Dorothy Donnelly. m., Sigmund COP. 1927. guilty of “sex” and “dirt.” 


Romberg. Harms, Inc.. cop. 1927. 
Soliloquy. Piano solo. m., Rube 
Bloom. Jack Mills, Inc., cop. 1926 


ee | by Triangle Music Pub. Co.; as- 
ER. Ee a Te SN EO IS, PE ET I signed 1927 to Jack Millis, Inc. 
| Sometimes ('m Happy (Hit the 
Deck). w.. Irving Caesar. m., Vin- 
cent Youmans. Harms, Inc., cop. 
9 1927 


| JUST HEARD SPIKE JONE 
‘DANCE OF THE HOURS’... 


ae a i ct. | 


Aitind aed eee 





— 
coe | 


And "man" that's a “gone” waxing. It "sends me like symphony 


never did in the past. 
it! Order them by the carload. 
78 RPM 
20-3516 











In fact, I'm hysterical. You will be too when you hear 


This one can't miss! 


—45 RPM—— 
| 47-2992 | 





& RCA VICTOR Records #» 





The Song Is Ended—But the 
Melody Lingers On. w., m., Irving 
|Berlin. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 
| 1927. 
|; Soon (Strike Up the Band), w., 
Ira Gershwin. m., George Gersh- 
win. New World Music Corp., cop. 
1927. 
| Strike Up the Band (Strike Up 
the Band). w.. Ira Gershwin. m., 
George Gershwin. New World 
Music Corp., cop. 1927. 
| ’Swonderful (Funny Face). w., 
Ira Gershwin. m., George Gersh- 
win. New World Music Corp., cop. 
1927. 

There’s a Cradle in Caroline. w., 
Sam M. Lewis and Joe Young. m., 
Fred E. Ahlert. Waterson. Berlin 
& Syvnder Co.. cop. 1927. (Succes- 
sor pub., Mills Music). 

There’s Something Nice About 
Everyone, But There’s Everything 
Nice About You. w., Arthur Terker 
and Alfred Bryan m., Pete 
Wendling. Henry Waterson, Ince.., 
cop. 1927. (Successor pub., Mills 
Music). 

Thou Swell (A Connecticut 
Yankee). w., Lorenz Hart. m.,, 
Richard Rodgers. Harms Inc., cop. 
1927. 

Three Shades of Blue—(1) In- 
digo; (2) Alice Blue; (3) Heliotrope. 
Piano solo. m., Ferde Grote, Paul 


Whiteman Publications, Inc., cop. 
1927: assigned 1928 to Robbins 
Music Corp 

Up in the Clouds (The Five 


O'Clock Girl). w.. Bert Kalmar. m.. 


Harry Ruby. Harms, Inc., cop 
1927 

The Varsity Drag (Good News). 
w.. m., Bud G. DeSylva Lew 
Brown and Ray Henderson. De- 
Sylva. Brown & Henderson, Inc., 
cop. 1927. ‘(Successor pub., Craw- 
ford Music). 

We Two Shall Meet Again (The 
Circus Princess). w., Harry B. 
Smith m., Emmerich Kalman. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1926 by Em- 
merich Kalman, Julius Brammer 
and Alfred Grunewald; cop. 1927 
| by Harms. Ine. 

What Does It Matter? w., m.. 
Irving Berlin, Irving Berlin, Ine., 
cop. 1927. 


What Do We Do On a Dew-Dew- 
Dewy Day. w., m., Howard John- 
son, Charlies Tobias and Al Sher- 
man. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1927, 
(Successor pub., Bourne, Inc.), 

Why Do 1 Love You (Show 
Boat). w., Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd, 


Charles A. Lindbergh, alone in his 
monoplane, “Spirit of St.‘ Louis,” 
hopped off from Mineola, N. Y., on 
May 20 and reached Paris the next 
day. This was the headline event 
of the year, and when Lindbergh 
got back to New York to be wel- 


|comed by Mayor Walker and Gov- 


ernor Alfred E. Smith, the popu- 
lace tore up close to 2,000 tons of 
ticker tape and telephone books 
for triumphal confetti. 

Near riots developed in Decem- 
ber, when Henry Ford finally put 
his long-waited ‘“Model A” on view. 
So many people crowded around 
show rooms to get a glimpse of the 
new car that the event virtually 
amounted to national bedlam. 

The Ruth Snyder-Judd Gray 
murder trial once more evoked 
heavy newspaper headlines. This 
pair confessed killing Mrs. Sny- 
der’s husband. Albert Snyder, art 
editor of “Motor Boating,’ and 
were executed at Sing Sing in Jan- 
uary, 1928. 

In Chicago, Jack Dempsey at- 
tempted to regain his lost crown 
via a second match with Gene 
Tunney. The latter got the decision 
after 10 rounds, and sport fans 
forever after discussed the pros 
and cons of the so-called “long 
count.” This fight set an all-time 
gate in prizefight history—$2,650.- 
000. Millions listened to the fight 
via radio, and compilations claim 
that five persons dropped dead of 
heart failure during the famed 
seventh round when Tunney fell 
to the canvas. 

_ Babe Ruth hit 60 home runs for 
the Yankees, and slammed out two 
more during the world = series 
against the Pirates. 

Judge Lindsay advocated “com- 
panionate marriage.” 

The U. S. got another chain 
broadcasting system when Major 
Andrew White’s Columbia Broad- 
casting System wired up a basic 
network of 16 stations. 

“The Jazz Singer” (Al Jolson) 
film set up a milestone in film his- 
tory. It contained dialogue with 
film, and “talkies” became a new 
screen designation. 

Floods killed several hundred 
persons in the Mississippi Valley: 
a tornado claimed 87 victims at St. 
Louis; and in New England. dis- 
aster tolls rose by several more 
hundred when rains and floods 
W ashed out parts of Vermont 

rhe Cloche hat was the latest 
headgear. 

Film players and stars grew too 
numerous to mention. In addition 


to the eminently successful “Jazz 
Singer,” such films as “Seventh 
Heaven (Janet Gaynor and 


Ruth Etting was singing in the 
“Follies” and Bing Crosby was 
part of Paul Whiteman’s aggrega- 
tion. 


19238 

Angela Mia (Film: Street Angel), 
w., Lew Pollock. m., Erno Rapee. 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., 
cop. 1928. (Successor pub., Crawe 
ford Music). 

Avalon Town. w., Grant Clarke. 
m., Nacio Herb Brown. San Fran- 
cisco; Sherman, Clay & Co., cop. 
1928. 

Back in Your Own Back Yard. 
w., m., Al Jolson, Billy Rose and 
Dave Dreyer. Irving Berlin, Inc., 
-— 1928. (Successor pub., Bourne, 
nc.). 

Button Up Your Overcoat (Fol- 
low Thru). w., m., Bud G. DeSylva, 
Lew Brown and Ray Henderson. 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, cop. 
1928. (Successoy pub., Crawford 
Music). 

Carolina Moon. w.. m., Benny 
Davis and Joe Burke. Joe Morris 
Music Co., cop. 1928. (Successor 
pub., Edwin H. Morris). 

Chiquita. w., L. Wolfe Gilbert. 

Continued on page 52) 








A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
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It's Music By 


JESSE GREER 


Program today 
Yesterday's 


ELAPPEREITE 


FRANKIE CARLE 


(Mills Music) 
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LONDON WON'T PRESS 
FFRR DISKS IN-US. 


London Records says it has no 
intention of ever pressing its clas- 
sical FFRR disks, either 78 rpm 
shellac or Microgroove Long-Play- 
ing, in the U. S. London execs 
explain that, firstly, it isn’t easy 
to obtain the quality achieved by 
its own pressing plants in London 
and, secondly, there is a great deal 
of merchandising prestige attached 
to the “imported” angle of disks 
shipped here from abroad 

London recently concluded a 
deal with the Webster Record Co., 


Webster, N. Y., under which the 
indie factory will press London 
platters here. It was at first 
opined that eventually Webster 


would make LP and 78 classics for 
London. But London now says the 
‘factory will press only 78 pops. 


Conn and Garlock Win 
| Pluggers Golf ‘Tourney 


Two men from the same firm— | 


Chester Conn and Mickey Garlock 
—of Bregman, Vocco & Conn, fin- 
ished with low-net 66’s in the Music 
Publishers Contact Employees 
eastern golf tourney at Country 
Club of New Jersey, Westwood, 
N. J., last Wednesday (17). Conn. 
with an 86 and a 20-handicap and 
Garlock with an 80 and 14-handicap 
took both low net and low gross 
prizes and were among 32 quali- 
iers. 

MPCE this year went back to its 
old match-play-after-qualifying- 
round system, whereas during the 
past couple years the tourney was 
completed in one day on the basis 
of handicaps. Switch back was due 
to numerous squawks that abnor- 
mally high handicaps gave Class B 
and C players too much of a head- 
start on A players. In the past 
three years no A golfer got close 
to winning. 





On the 


Upbeat 





New York 


Peggy Martin joined Hal Mce- 
Intyre’s orchestra as vocalist 
Jose Curbelo’s Latin orch set to 
reopen China Doll, Sept. 15 . 


Sid Teppe and Roy Brodsky, writ- 
ers of “Red Roses For a Blue 
Lady,” have a_— sequel titled, 
“Thanks Mr. Florist,.”’ which Mills 
also will handle RCA-Victor 
packaged Tony Martin and Pied 
Pipers on an album of tunes from 
“Oh, You Beautiful Doll,” 20th- 
Fox musical . In line with dis- 
putes over release dates, American 
Academy of Music last week lifted 
all restrictions on record releases 
of “The Sunday Song.” originally 
scheduled for Oct. 1 marketing. 


Pittsburgh 


Roy Stevens 
week run at 
Monday (29) 
quitting singing 


orch 
Vogue 


opens tbree- 
Terrace on 
Peggy Murdoch 
job with Jimmy 
Featherstone’s band shortly .. .| 
Lee Barrett outfit rounding out 
week at Kennywood Park follow- 
ing oOne-nighter by Frankie Yan- 
kovic honeymooning Billy 
Catizone (bride’s the former Mar- 
tha Knight) will wave the baton 
again at Terrace Room when re- 
modeling job is completed at Wil- 
liam Penn hotel ... Baron Eliott 
filling schedule with dance one- 
nighters until his band returns to 
staff duties at Station WCAE .. ? 
Dizzy Gillespie contracted as get-| 
away. attraction for Carnival 
Lounge in its new location on pres- 
ent site of Hollywood Show Bar. 
That'll probably be first week in 
October . . . Temmy Carlyn band 
back to Bill Green's again, this 
time for four weeks. Latest en- 
gagement started Friday (19) . 

organist Ernie Neff chalked up 
solid year at Hotel Sheraton 
Lounge and stays on indefinitely. 








Chicago 
Jan Garber into midwest terri- 
tory for one-nighter jaunts. Sept. 


13 to Oct. 6... Art Kassel staying 
at Trocadero, Evansville, Ind., to 
Labor Day .. . King Cole & Trio 
set for Carnival, Minneapolis. Sept. 
15 for two weeks . Roy Kral 
group, with Jackie Cain, opened 
Monday (22) at Stage Door. Mil- 
waukee . . Woody Herman into 
Blue Note, Sept. 5... Leigh Bar- 
ron, pianist in Sheraton  totel 
lounge, named musical director for 


hotel .. . Eddie Talbot, Paramount 
Music Co. Chi rep, resigned, after | 


over 15 years on songplugger row. 

George Pincus, artists and reper- 
toire head for Shapiro-Bernstein, 
in town looking over Chi operation 
-. . Gloria Hart opens at Lake 
Club, Springfield, Ill.. Sept. 9 for 
two weeks ... singer Fran Warren 
will host disk jocks at cocktail 
Party Sept. 2, tying in with her 
appearance at Chez Paree, where 
she opens Friday (26) .. . Frankie 
Masters took three days off show- 
backing chores at Boulevard room 
Stevens hotel, for a fishing trip to 
northern Wisc ... Mitch Miller, 
recording head for Mercury Rec- 
ords, In town from Gotham for re- 
cording sessions with Lawrence 
Welk, Eddy Howard and Kitty 
Kallen ... Al Trace hits road for 
One-nighters after closing at Black- 
nn restaurant Aug. 22 a 
Frieh Henderson at Forest Park 

ighlands, St. Louis. Aug. 28-Sept. 
MET, Ken Harris winding up two- 
hatte sd at Schroeder hotel, Mil- 

aukee -.. Tony DeParto opens at 
a cnview Park. Des Moines, Aug. 
Ga Staying to Labor Day ... Al 

allico, former professional mana- 
Pd Leeds Music Co., and now 

ow his own publishing firm in 
visiti ork, in Chi for a few days 
Me: Ing friends ... Benny Miller 
€Joined Laurel Music Co.’s Chi 


staff last week ... Dick Bradley, 
head of Tower Records, may move 
offices to Los Angeles in October 
... Pan-American Record Distribu- 


tors now handling Mercury Rec- 
ords in Detroit area, with Allied 
Music Sales dropping distributor- 
ship ... Billy Mills, musical direc- 
tor for Fibber McGee and Molly, 
in town visiting friends . Buddy 
Moreno will showback a musical 
montage type show at the Black- 
hawk restaurant, teeing off Sept 
7... Orrin Tucker set for Pea- 
body hotel, Memphis, Aug. 29- 
Sept. 10... General Artists Corp 
booked extensive one-night tour 
through Wisconsin and Minnesota 
for Johnny Pecon’s polka _ band, 
with group doing excellent biz. 
Pecon formerly played. with 
Frankie Yankovie’s polka. outfit 
and formed his own unit about a 


month ago, and pacting with Capi- 
tol Records last week. 


Hollywood 


Dmitri Tiomkin signed as musi- 


cal director for Harry Popkin’s 
“Dead on Arrival’ and for Sam 
Bischoff-Ed Gross’ “Mrs. Mike.” 


. Al Dale and Maynard Sloate 
formed a new band-bookery 
Ray Hackett, NBC’s Frisco musical 
director, will conduct the band 
which backstops Dorothy Shay at 
her Coconut Grove stand next 
month... Leith Stevens is musical 


director for Filmakers, Inc., Col- 
lier Young-Ida Lupino indie pic 
unit. 


Robert Emmett Dolan to NY for 
Theatre Guild tryout of ‘Texas’ 
Little Darlin’,’ for which he wrote 
the music... Rudy Render started 
indefinite stand at Leon & Fred- 
die’s at $125 weekly Billy 
Gray’s harmonica - playing se- 
quences in Columbia’s “A Mother 
for May” being dubbed in by Jerry 
Hilliard . . . Sparked by musical 
figures, a softball show biz league 
is being organized here. Capitol 
Records, Andrews Sisters, Carmen 
Miranda and Hollywood Music 
Man clubs have been lined up so 
far... Jerry Mason joined ‘Okla- 
homa!” road company now touring 
in Wyoming after doing voice-dub- 
bing on “Slicked Up Pup” M-G-M 
cartoon . .. Mal Hogan into Oasis 
for two weeks at $150 per week 
... Pinky Tomlin doing two weeks 
at Golden hotel, Reno. as star of 
show Dick Bradley moving 
Tower Records headquarters from 
Chi to Hollywood in October. 

Mel Torme and King Cole combo 
get 70% of the gate playing ath- 
letic-fund-raising event at Santa 
Monica Jr. College Sept. 2 ; 
Peggy Lee into the Fairmount 
hotel. Frisco, Jan. 22 for three 
weeks ... Mary Kaye Trio does 
four weeks opening Sept. 10 at 
Flamingo hotel, Las Vegas .. . 
Decca Records shutting local office 
down from four to six weeks for 
remodellinf of studios and offices. 

Bertha Schwartz, of Robbins- 
Feist-Miller New York office, here 
on two-week vacation Lesly 
Gray and managerial firm of 
Gabbe, Lutz & Heller have called 
it a day on contract which had 
several years to go; thrush wanted 
out... Robert Merrill and Dorothy 
Kirsten cutting sides for Victor's 
Red Seal label . . . Bingo Club, Las 
Vegas, lifted Viviane Greene's Op- 
tion for four weeks after her first 
show at the nitery . .. Paul Saw- 
telle scoring Nat  Holt’s “The 
Fighting Plainsman.” 

Walter Greene signed by Lippert 
Productions to score three_ pix, 
“Red Desert,” “The Dalton Gang 
and “Square Dance Jubilee... . . 
Don Mulford shifted to local MCA 
office, Bill Loeb chief of Frisco 


office . . . Doris Day cutting two 
Christmas Songs for Columbia. 
Ditties are “Old St. Nick and 


“Here Comes Santa Claus.” 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 
Best British Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 








St. Nick’s Sets Schottler 


George Schottler has been inked 


as general professional manager of 


Johnny Marks’ newly established 
St. Nicholas Music Publishing Co 
Staff will also include a man 


Chicago as well as a Coast rep 


In 


'Seek $65,000 Fund 


~ ~“  - 
For Seattle Symph 
Seattle, Aug. 23. 
Drive has been started by local 
symphony orch association to raise 
$65,000 to insure coming 1949-1950 
season, Symphony plans include 
usual eight Monday night concerts, 
plus four Thursday night perform- 
ances at the Metropolitan theatre 
and two concerts in the Civie aud 
Manuel Rosenthal and Eugene Lin- 
den will conduct 
The $65,000 does not include an 
estimated 13 children's concerts 
to be conducted by Stanley Chap 
ple, head of the U. of Washington 
music department 


EDDIE SHAW TO REP 


GRACE MUSIC IN WEST 


Eddie Shaw takes over Coast 
representation for the new Michael 
Grace-Jerry Johnson music firm, a 
Broadcast Music affiliate Shaw, 
a New Yorker, will drive ‘vest with 
Johnson this week and move his 
family out later. 

Johnson's firm, incidentally, is 
named Grace Music, not Johnson 
Music, as originally planned. Grace 
had a music firm before, titled Da- 


vid Music, and this outfit became 
the basis of the new one Name 
simply was changed to Grace. Lat- 
ter is a scion of the Grace Steam- 
ship line family 

















PROGRAM THESE HITS NOW — 
ALL MATERIAL AVAILABLE 














JACK MILLS; President 


Recorded by AL JOLSON (Decca) 
AL JOLSON and GUY LOMBARDO'S Orchestra (Harmony) 
AL JOLSON and GUY LOMBARDO'S Orchestra (Columbia) , 
RAY BENSON (Decca) 
— and others — watch for new releases! 


An outstanding tribute, also, to the song- 
writing genius of JEAN SCHWARTZ, cur- 
rently celebrating his 50th anniversary as 
a songwriter. 











Recorded by AL JOLSON (Decca) 
JUDY GARLAND and GUY LOMBARDO’S Orchestra (Decca) 
JUDY GARLAND, GENE KELLY, GUY LOMBARDO'S Orchestra (Deeca) 
ARTHUR GODFREY (Columbia) 
BOB GRANT and Orchestra (Decca) 
DICK SHANNON & His Society Septet (Capito!) 


=— ond many others —~ 


Music for 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


BERNIE POLLACK, Prof, Mgr. 








IRVING MILLS, Vice President 


1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
West Coast: 6533 Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood 28, Calif 
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SIGNATURE GOING INTO 


KIDDIE DISK FIELD | 


Signature Records, which 
dropped all of its disk output into 
the 35c class months ago via the 
Hi-Tone label, is going into the 
kiddie field with a 45c. unbreakable 
platter. All 10-inch, the new re- 
leases will carry mostly material 
Signature has had on the shelf, at 
least to launch the series 

Initial release will consist of 
stories narrated by actor Victory 
Jorv, “The Story of Celeste,” “David 
and Goliath,” “Paul Bunyan” and 
“Wild Bill.’ “Little Stories for 
Little People” is by Monica Lewls, 
formerly with Signature but now 
with Decca 

While single disks are tagged at 
45c. two-disk, hard-cover albums 
will go for 98c. 


Canadian Musician 
Guilds in Oct. Meet 


Montreal, Aug. 23. 

A two-day convention of all mu- 
sician guild locals of Canada will 
be held in the Queen’s hotel, Mont- 
real, the first week of October. 
Main point of discussion will be 
centered around the business of 
charging nightclub operators, 
dancehall owners, etc., a much 
higher scale if they use talent from 
the U. S. instead of Canadian art- 
ists. 

Meeting has been called because 
of several recent incidents where 
Canadians were not allowed over 
the border, despite contracts, be- 
cause of an immigration ruling that 
classes all musicians under the 1924 
Labor Act. 

Walter Murdoch, head of the 
Toronto local, will represent James 
{. Petrillo, AFM prez, at conven- 
tion. 





Bregman Abroad 


London, Aug. 23. 
Jack Bregman, of Bregman, 
Vocco and Conn, New York music 
publishers, here on his first trip. 
Paying regular visits to Louis 
Dreyfus, head of Chappell’s. Then 
off to Paris and Cannes to see Paul 


Baron. who is conducting the 
Maurice Chevalier show there. 
Bregman sails for home, Aug. 


30, on the Ile de France. 














RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— 





















































FRANKIE LAINE 


CURRENTLY 


LOEW’S STATE 
PROVIDENCE, R. I. 































































































FIVE TOP 
ALBUMS 





SOUTH PACIFIC 


Broadway Cast 


sanddiens ine a 24 a | 
VARIETY 5 | >| |8 | 
Survey of retail disk best _ a 1% 5 els 
sellers, based on reports ob- vy: u¥isi|s| | x a) | . | 
tained from leading siores tn el ~|/es10 rd i lslvaisile E ‘| 
12 cities and showing com- SIiZiC lie lBlialiElslelaliZisa| ® 
5 ° . WN @ | is n wn ° be O < oS 4 ,| oO 
parative sales rating for this aieilsisie2|/#2\2 S1/2iciti = 
and last week. Mee ELS14 | $ |H Siels 1 Sie] 
Pe TS |e lH eis iV ie Fi sisial a 
| & sie sla iF iligiois io le L 
. Oeil Tlelalligi7=ilililis 
| Slit la leolVlial&s®@lalsdslelwels 
National Week Ending » y | @ joa) = 2 | < | i< |= N z= 
as | - | oe | “= | c | | | & 
Rating A 20 Slele ligi sles Sieisi ci a 
ug. P~>lsela/S/e sl lS /Elelel/s] un 
rhis Last Pelee (Bis lslslelslelfle| tr 
wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title = \Z Olm/MIni sé |W | oO mia an Ss 
PERRY COMO (Victor) i 
1 1 “Some Enchanted Evening” oo == 2 os 5 1 1 5 2 10 _ 1 Ret L 
‘ - WAUGHN MONROE (Victor) — 
2 3 “Riders in the Sky” ones 9 8 6 6 3 9 3. , 40 
EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) ; 
3 10 “You're So Understanding”... i a 3 8 4 3 35 
117. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) 
4 2 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”. ety o « ; 26 2 3 1 33 
7 Ec VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
5 4 “You’re Breaking My Heart”.... 3. Oi 7 #1 32 
sire TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) | 
6 5 “The Hucklebuck”............... 7 -- -- .- 5 : 8 26 
vet GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
7 10 “Again” .......... ee he of bie ae 7 3 , § 24 
~~ BING CROSBY (Decca) . 
8 10 “Some Enchanted Evening”...... 10 2 1 20 
ite D. HAYMES-TATTLERS (Decca) 
9 7 “Maybe It’s Because” _ _: 8 8 3 19 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) f 
10 6 “Room Full of Roses” see soees 4 6 5 18 
im BUDDY CLARK (Columbia) 
11 “You're Breaking © My Heart” “er 1 9 7 16 
a INK SPOTS (Decca) 
i2 13 *You’re Breaking My Heart” Sta ‘i rae 6 1 __ 15 
EDDIE HOWARD (Mercury) 
13A “Room Full of Roses” reer ; 6 | 4 12 
FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 
13B 9 “The Hucklebuck”’. . reer ree ’ a 1 12 
7), DAY-F. SINATRA (Columbia) 
rsC “An Old Fashioned Walk”........ --__-- i. 12 
_ MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
14 11 “A Wonderful Guy” oe 7 4 11 
FRAN WARREN (Victor) 
15 a “Now That I Need You”.......... 1 10 
% KENNY ROBERTS (Coral) 
16A .. “I Never See Maggie Alone”.... .. -- 2 9 
~  S$PIKE JONES (Victor) 
16B “Dance of the Hours”... 2 9 
oa ae SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
16C 11 “Room Full of Roses” eee beets 2 9 
FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) 
16D 15 “Blue Skirt Waltz” : . ver . aoe 9 
G. BONES-R. FORD (Crystalette). 
(6E “Ain't She Sweet” Yee er 2 9 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
ee a. LSPs 2 a a 
1 | 2 3 4 | 5 


KISS ME, KATE 


WORDS 
Broadway Cast | 


SONGS WITHOUT MISS LIBERTY 


(Paul Weston Orch) 


'CONTINO ALBUM 


Broadway Cast Dick Lo,.sino 











‘ ; Capitol . 
Columbia Columbia | iedeitnd Columbia Magnolia 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 

_... TTT Tre eee ee a Ree | MGFCUTY « .iccssows steGents vas 2 44 
DGECCA ....s0% este . 6 131 | Coral Tere eT Te eT TT eee 1 § 
Columbia ..... o0ecdees 4 ee oe re 1 9 
Sf, ee ree eee 2 44 


[RCA’S SPECIAL BALLY 
ON 2D 49c RELEASE 


RCA-Victor will host a group of 
_50 or more New York area disk 
jockeys tomorrow (Thursday) night 
at its Exhibition Hall, Radio City 
to unveil the second release of 
Bluebird (48c) sides. Reason for 
the party is the fact that Victor's 
artists and repertoire men are try. 
ing new things with the label. in 
the way of artists and songs, and a 
great deal of promotion emphasis 
is being placed on the records con- 
tained in the second release 

Jocks will have the recordings 
played for them and the aims ex. 
plained, and are to be given copies 
of each disk. Bluebird initial ye- 
lease, on the market a few weeks 
ago, consisted only of hit songs per- 


formed by non-name artists. Vic- 
tor is re-emphasizing the idea of 
using Bluebird solely to market 


established hits at a cheaper price, 
It wants to build artists and create 
song hits, hence the special atten- 
tion to the second release 





Regent Pushes ‘Ribbon,’ 
Its First Picture Tune 

Regent Music, operated by Harry 
Goodman and in which maestro 
Benny Goodman is a partner, has 
taken on its first film melody, 
Firm will exploit “She Wore a Yel- 
low Ribbon,” from the RKO pic. 
ture of the same title, written by 
Hep Eaton and M. Ottner. 

Regent has taken full title to 
the copyright of the song though 
there has been considerable litiga- 
tion over its ownership. Feist 
originally owned the copyright, but 
passed up the renewal. Jerry Vo- 
gel secured a part of the renewal 
from the heirs of one of the writ- 
ers, Which is being fought. Mean- 
while, RKO has idemnified Regent 
against any court action as the re- 
sult of its taking over the tune and 
promotion. 





Tosci at La Scala 

Arturo Toscanini, now vacation- 
ing in Italy, will conduct at La 
Scala, Milan, Sept. 1, and in Ven- 
ice Sept. 3, and sail for U. S. Sept. 
8. He’ll open his fall season with 
the NBC Symphony Orchestra 
Sept. 21. 

Maestro will also conduct the 
NBC symph in a benefit program 
(not broadcast) at Ridgefield, 
Conn., Oct. 7, to aid the Ridgefield 
Library and Boys Club. 





























PROGRAM PROP 


CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 


SAILBOAT IN 
THE MOONLIGHT 


CRAWFORD 








Cavalcade 


Continued from page 50 








m., Mabel Wayne. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1928. 
Constantinople. w., 
m., Harry Carlton. DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson, cop. 1928 by Law- 
rence Wright Music Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don; assigned 1928 to DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson, Inc. (Succes- 
sor pub., Crawford Music). 
Crazy Rhythm (Here’s 
w., Irving Caesar. m., 
Meyer. and Roger Wolfe 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 


Howe). 
Joseph 
Kahn. 














Dance of the Paper Dolls. w., m.. 
Johnny Tucker, Joe Schuster and 
John Siras. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1928. 

Diga Diga Doo (Blackbirds of 
1928). w., Dorothy Fields. m., Jim- 
my McHugh, Jack Mills, Inc., cop. 
1928. 

Doin’ the Raccoon. w., Raymond 
Klages. m., J. Fred Coots. Rem- 
ick Music Corp., cop. 1928. 

Don’t Hold Everything (Hold 
Everything). w., m., Bud G. De- 
Sylva, Lew Brown and Ray Hen- 
derson. DeSylva, Brown & Hender- 


son., cop. 1928. (Successor pub., 
Crawford Music). 
Dusky Stevedore. w., Andy 


Razaf. m., J. C. Johnson. Triangle 
Music Pub. Co., cop. 1928. (Suc- 
cessor pub., Mayfair Music). 


Feeling I’m Falling (Treasure 
Girl). w., Ira Gershwin. m., George 
Gershwin. New World Music Corp., 
cop. 1928. 

A Garden in the Rain. w., James 
Dyrenforth. m., Carroll Gibbons. 
Gene Austin, Inc., cop. 1928. By 
Campbell, Connelly & Co., London. 

Gather the Rose (The White 
Eagle). w., Brian Hooker. m., Ru- 
dolf Friml. Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder Co., cop. 1928. 
pub., Mills Music). 


Get Out and Get Under the 
Moon. w., Charles Tobias and Wil- 
liam Jerome. m., Larry Shay. Irv- 
ing Berlin, Inc., cop. 1928. (Suce- 
cessor pub., Bourne, Inc.). 

Give Me One Hour (The White 
Eagle). w., Brian Hooker. m., Ru- 
dolf Friml. Waterson, Berlin & 


Snyder Co., cop. 1928. (Suecessor 
pub., Mills Music). 
De Glory Road. w., Clement 


Wood. m., Jacques Wolfe. G. Schir- 
mer, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Golden Gate. w., Billy Rose and 
Dave Dreyer. m., Al Jolson and Jo- 
seph Meyer. Irving Berlin, Ince., 
cop. 1928. (Successor _ pub., 
Bourne, Inc.). 

Half-Way to Heaven. w., Al 
Dubin. m., J. Russell Robinson. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1928. (Successor pub., Mills 
Music). 

Happy Go Lucky Lane. w., Sam 
M. Lewis and Joe Young. m., Jo- 
seph Meyer. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1928. 


(Successor | 


Honey. w., m., Seymour Simons, 
Haven Gillespie and Richard A. 
Whiting. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1928. 


How About Me? w., m., Irving 
aa Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 


I’m Bringing a Red, Red Rose 
(Whoopee). w., Gus Kahn. m., Wal- 
ter Donaldson. Donaldson. Douglas 
& Gumble, Inc., cop. 1928. (Sue- 
cessor pub., Bregman, Vocco & 
Conn). 

I Ain’t Got Nobody—and Nobody 
Cares For Me. w., Roger Graham. 
m., Spencer Williams. Triangle 
Music Pub. Co., Inc., 1928. 
I Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love (Blackbirds of 1928), wW., 
Dorothy Fields. m., Jimmy Mce- 
Hugh. Jack Mills, Inc.. cop. 1928. 

I Faw Down an’ Go Boom! w., 
m., James Brockman, Leonard 
Stevens and B. B. B. Donaldson, 


Douglas & Gumble, Inc., cop. 1928. 
(‘Successor Pub., Bregman, Vocco & 
Conn.) 


I Love to Dunk a Hunk of 
Sponge Cake. w., m., Clarence 
?— Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 

0., cop. 1928. (Success -ub. 
Mills Music.) pila es 

I Wanna Be Loved By You 
(Good Boy). w., Bert Kalmar. m., 
Herbert Stothart and Harry Ruby. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 

I'll Get By—As Long As I Have 


You. w., Roy Turk. m., Fred E. Ah-- 


lert. Irving Berlin, Inc.. cop. 1928. 
(Successor pub., Bourne, Inc.). 
(Continued next week) 


A Dream 


Country House 
Practically New—For Rent 


On private estate with swimming 


pool. All modern conveniences 
for year-round good living, work 
and play. Ideal for Arranger, 
Writer or Artist. 7 Rooms, 2 Baths: 
artistically furnished. Beautiful 
views; landscaping; atmosphere. 
Accessible Y. C. commuting. 
Moderate rental to right party. 
References. 


Write Box 441, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
Or Phone SChuyler 4-4102 























WHO DO YOU KNOW 
IN HEAVEN 


NAT COLE 
INK SPOTS .........000.0---Decca 
DICK JAMES ......u+0.....London 
DICK JURGENS ,.........Columbia 
ART LUND 
CLAUDE THORNHILL 


Capital 


eteteeeerere mam seese 


Victor 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
















THE EVER POPULAR 
STANDARD 


DEED 
IDO 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 
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N.Y. Roxy Mulls Revised Format. 
With Bob Crosby as Steady Emcee 


Roxy theatre, N. Y., is planning+¢ 


2 new stageshow format. It is dick- 
ering with Bob Crosby to come in 
as permanent emcee at a reported 
salary of $3,500 week. No deal has 
been set as yet. Crosby recently 
played a stand there, and appar- 
ently impressed the Roxy toppers 
to the extent of making him this 
offer. 

If this deal fails, house execs may 
decide upon a different format, 
whereby the Roxy shows would un- 
dergo considerable revamping. At 
vartious times rumors had it that 
ice shows, choral group and or 
terp line may be eliminated. 

Currently bandleader Paul Ash 
is handling the introes by climbing 
from pit to the stage. In the past 
the Roxy attempted to build per- 
sonalities through long engage- 
ments at the house. First to get 
the treatment in recent years was 
Bob Hannon. 
made with Archie Robbins, and 
still a third try with Carl Ravazza. 
If Crosby deal goes through, it will 
be the first time idea will be tried 
with an_ established name _per- 
former. 

Crosby is currently in Detroit, 
and is due for a vaude stand in 
Minneapolis and in Omaha later. 
He'll probably give the Roxy an 
answer’ following these _ dates. 
Singer before going out on the 
vaude junket was emcee on radio 
Club 15 show for Campbell soups. 


FIRST TWO-A-DAY BILL 
SET FOR SEATTLE MET 


Seattle, Aug. 23. 


Booker Joe Daniels has lined up 
his first two-a-day bill at the 
Metropolitan theatre, here, to start 
Aug. 29. Show will have Tony 
Martin, Rose Marie, Billy Kayes, 
Craig. Collins and Ames, Hudson 
and Sharae, Prof. Lamberti, Estelle 
Sloan and Jackie Souder’s band. 

Daniels contends that vaudeville 
can be sold on its own without 
the aid of films. Initial show is in 
the nature of a trial and subse- 
quent bills will depend on gross of 
his show. 

















EVERYBODY KNOWS 
LEON NEWMAN 


is associated with 


MARK J. LEDDY 


48 West 48th Street 
New York City 19, N. Y. 
PLaza 7-3760 


Managing 
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Anoher attempt was | 


Valdes, De Castros Set 
For Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y., is slated 
to resume full-scale operations 
Sept. 9. Miguelito Valdes band 
and the De Castro Sisters have 
been pacted to headline the initial 
layout. Line will also return with 
that parlay. 

Spot has been 
non-name acts 
the summer. 


with 
during 


operating 
sans line 


Light-Act Vauders 
Nudge Bandshows 
Out of Most Spots 


The Palace policy of eight-acters 
loom as an effective replacement 
for the band packages. RKO, with 
its 13 houses now playing 
vaude, has already indicated that 
the “show of the month” policy 
will replace the spot bandshows in 
cities where previously played. The 
Adams theatre, Newark, which un- 
til last season, was a major band 
buyer, is starting the straight 
vaude policy Sept. 15. 

There are several reasons for 
the switch, first being that band 
displays have lost their b.o. poten- 
cv in the majority of situations. 
Another reason is the comparative- 
ly low cost of the eight-acters. The 
Adams, for example, used to spend 
from $7,500 to $10,000 weekly for 
orchestral and name talent. With 
the newer policy average will run 
half that sum. 

Another reason making the new 
type operation desirable is the fact 
the eight-acters are giving the pub- 
lic set of fresh faces. With the 
bandshows, twe® or three acts were 
used frequently, the same repeated 
when the. orch made another stand 
in that town. The less-expensive 
turns rarely could break into that 
category. It’s since been discov- 
ered that the lesser acts often have 
as much entertaining power as the 
middle-bracketed names that were 
used. 

In all situations, the straight 
vaude shows have been doing good 
business with the RKO circuit get- 
ting the heaviest grosses because 
of tie-in with the N. Y. Palace. The 
billing-line “Direct from the N. Y. 
Palace” is apparently worth plenty 
b.o. in other sections of the coun- 
try. 

The Eddie Sherman office, which 
will book the Adams, also plans to 
convert the Rajah, Reading, into a 
Palace type showcase. This house 
opens Sept. 22. 





majol 





‘Ice Cycles’ for Dallas 
Dallas, Aug. 23. 

“Tee Cycles of 1949” has been 
signed for appearance here at the 
Dallas Ice Arena during the 1949 
State Fair of Texas. The revue is 
expected to open Oct. 8 and close 
Oct. 24. 

The ice show comes here direct 
from London following a_ four- 
months engagement there, which 
ends Sept. 17. Show is produced 
by John H. Harris. 
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~ Commencing Extended 


America's Foremost Comedy 


KIRBY-STONE 
QUINTETTE — 


featuring “COW EYES" 


Now 8th Week and Concluding Sept. 11 
FORREST PARK and CHASE HOTEL, St. Louis 
Thanks to HAROLD KOPLAK 


Instrumentalists 


Engagement Sept. 25 


LATIN QUARTER, NEW YORK 
DECCA RECORDS EXCLUSIVELY 


seenee o.0 5. 
serene" * Byeiaslve Management 


nageme 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 
745 5th-Ave. Pi. 9-4600 


Chicago 
203 No. Wabash 





Hollywood 
9151 Sunset Bivd. 


‘PRIOR TO stinesttne AGVA to Ask 4A’s for 256 Loan, 
Cues Retrenchment in Operating Nut 


The Strand theatre, N. Y., will | 
close for one week starting Friday | 
(26) for renovations prior to re-| 
Storing vaudeville Sept. 2. Xavier | 
Cugat orch will provide the stage- 
show, with the James Cagney 
starrer, “White Heat” (WB), as 
screen feature. Layout is expect- 
ed to run four weeks. Although 
no followup show has yet been set, 
it’s expected that the Sherman 


Marks ‘Salute to George Gersh- 
win” will follow with “Tas Force” 
on screen 

Strand will install new seats. 
new carpeting and _ decorations 
along with a _ refurbished lobby 
and marquee. 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists, which is scraping the bot- 
tom of its financial barrel, is slated 
to make a request for a loan from 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, parent union of all per- 
former guilds, at a 4A meet being 
held today (Wed.). AGVA reps to 
the 4A’s are expected to ask for 
around $25,000 for a_ revolving 
loan, terms of which are still to be 
determined and which will be usea 





only in the event of dire necessity 
by the vaude and nitery union. 
AGVA’'s decision to request 
again for financial assistance from 
the 4A’s follows a two-day meeting 
of the AGVA board 
which wound up yesterday (Tues.). 


executive 


Meetings were calied at the behest 
of Georgie Price, member of the 
executive committee and candidate 
for president of the union, who felt 


(Continued on page 56) 
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HE TATTLERS 


Opening August 25th 


ALAGE THEATRE 





$ 


New York 


* 
Just Cencluded 


COPA CLUB 


Pittsburgh 














EXCLUSIVE 


Wiklard aX plexauder, Vue. 


30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK 


WILLARD ALEXANDER 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 


Tattlers doing terrific here. 


Please block me out week in November for them. 


Regards—LENNY LITMAN, 
COPA CLUB, Pitts. 





Thanks to—GORDON JENKINS, DAN FRIENDLY and SIDNEY PIERMONT 


MANAGEMENT 


Breaking it up every show. 
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Aquashow’s Boff 406 Average Gross — 
With 156 Profit on Its Biggest Year 


In its fifth year of operation, 
Elliott Murphy’s Aquashow located 
in the Amphitheatre on the site 
of the New York World's Fair, is 
hitting top grosses this year. Con- 
trasting the usual downbeat preva- 
lent during the recent hot weather, 
Murphy’s water show has taken in 
an average weekly gross of $40,000 
a profit of $15,000, since opening 
June 28 According to Murphy 
this is Aquashow’s _lushest 
year 

Weekly cost of the show, ac- 
cording to Murphy runs about 
$25,000, which is practically triple 
the tab of five years ago. The first 
two years of operation were at a 
loss, but in 1947 an upward trend 
rang up a neat profit, according to 
the producer. A 3,000-car parking 
lot and an 8,300-seat amphithea- 
tre accommodate patronage at the 
water spectacle. Sparked by the 
currently successful season, Mur- 
phy plans adding another 5,000 
seats next year. 

The New York Park Dept. is 


= SS ee 


the 























MEMO: 

Thanks, Jay Marshall, for giv- 
ing Billy Rose's Diamond Horse 
shoe clientele a taste for clean 
laughs and tricky entertainment 
Best of luck at the Capitol The 
atre, Jay, and here's hoping the 
picture is held over indefinitely! 

Regards, 
Billy Bishop. 

P.S Opening the Diamond 
Horseshoe thursday 25th 
Thanks Billy Rose, Arthur 
Barkow, John Murray Anderson, 
Leon Newman Whew! 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
All 30 ud les for £25.00 ¥ 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per Bk. @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25.00 @ 
@ HUMOR-DOR for Emeees.. 25.00 @ 
@ 3 Blackout Books $25 ea. @ 
or all 3 Diff. Vols. for $50 
Send for FREE info. on other material. 
Ne C.0.D's—Open Daily Incl, Sundays 
PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N. Y. 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 
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YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- 
man Square (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 








planning to cut new routes to the 
amphitheatre in addition to erect- 


ing signs on Grand Central Park- | 


way, notifying patrons when the 
show is sold out. An arrangement 
between Murphy and the city gives 
the latter a graduating percentage 
of the water show's take. New 
York State has also appropriated 
coin for the building of a new 
water stadium at Jones Beach. 
Scheduled for completion in 1951, 
the new arena will also be under 
Murphy’s supervision. 

Though the amphitheatre uses 
name personalities, Murphy does 
not publicize them as drawing 
cards. His ads are confined strict- 
ly to the water shows. Included 
among the headliners presented so 
far this season were Henny Young- 
man, Joe Howard, Buck & Bubbles 
and the Salici Puppets. 


AGENT SLAPS 506 SUIT 
ON U.S. EX ICE-TERPER 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 

Breach of contract suit has been 
filed here for $50,000 by Harry H. 
Gould, theatrical agent, against 
Yolanda Montes Farrington, known 
as “Tongolele,” exotic dancer. She 
came here as a chorine with “Holi- 
day on Ice” two years ago. 

Gould says he inked dancer for 
two years of dates in the U. S., 
Cuba and Venezuela on a 20% 
deal. He figures that her earnings 
under these contracts would bring 
him $50,000. He’s suing for the 
full amount of the anticipated 
earnings, plus court costs, contend- 
ing that Miss Farrington’s walking 
out on the deal entitles him to such 
compensation. Suit was filed by 
Gould’s two Mexican lawyers. Com- 
plaint said that she did go to 
Oakland, Cal., where Gould had 
booked her, but she didn’t play, 





| spending her two weeks there with 


her mother, then returned to 
Mexico. 

Miss Farrington’s lawyers 
answering said she had to come 


back here because she owed $3,000 
to the Follies, local vaude-revue 
theatre, and having no money to 
liquidate the debt must play it out. 
She’s currently headlining at the 
Follies. Her lawyers argue that 
Gould has no case because his 
lawyers filed the charge against 


| 
| 
| 


the dancer under a section of the | 


| Mexican civil code that applies 
only to merchants, aiid that a per- 

/former does not come within con- 

| fines of the law. 

Gould’s lawyers obtained an in- 

‘junction preventing Miss Farring- 
ton to leave Mexico until the case 
is decided. Court granting the writ 
agreed with Gould’s counsel that 
the dancer has ample work in Mex- 
ico and rejected her lawyer's plea 
that she must be allowed, as a the- 
— artist, to come and go free- 

| 4Y. 











TOMMY LYMAN 


Booked for the entire Race Meet at 


_ THE PIPING ROCK, SARATOGA 
and 
A WINNER! 


featuring: 


“OH WHAT A FOOLIN’ I'VE TAKEN FROM YOU” 


Jane Friend and Richard Howard 


“WHO'S BESIDE YOU BESIDES ME” Henry Spitzer) 


Wm. Tracy, Frank Davis and Cliff Conrad 


“DON'T CRY, CRY BABY” (santty-soy) 


Saul Tepper, Bennie Martini and Clarence Maher 


“SHE’S A HOME GIRL” ts. v. & ¢.) 


Bennie Davis and Abner Silver 


“AND IT STILL GOES” (shapiro, Bernstein) 


Sam Stept and Chas. Tobias 
Special material by MILT FRANCIS 





(Dubonnet) 





See George Frazier’s story in August Cosmopolitan 




















Joe E. Howard Recovers 
In Time for Ont. Date 


Atlantic City, Aug. 23. 

Joe E. Howard recovered suf- 
ficiently after his collapse at the 
Steel Pier here, to leave for an en- 
gagement at the Elmwood Hotel, 
Windsor, Ont., which started Mon- 
day (22). The 83 year old singer 
was unable to perform at the final 
show at the Bier last Saturday (13) 
during the record-breaking heat 
wave. Jean Carroll, also,on the 
bill, substituted. 

Howard's collapse was not due 
to conditions in the theatre as 
the Steel Pier is airconditioned 
and he was not asked to do more 
than the usual number of shows. 


RKO Adds Newark 





For Spot Bookings 


RKO is expanding its ‘Palace 
Road Show” policy to include Proc- 
tor’s theatre, Newark, which tees 
off Sept. 7, a week prior to the 
start of eight-act shows at Adams 
theatre in the same town. It’s the 
second town where the Palace pol- 
icy will have the same kind of 
competition. The Schine house in 
Syracuse is also using eight-acters 
along with RKO Keith. 

Circuit is also extending the 
road show policy to nabe houses in 
New York. The Alden, Jamaica, 
will get a Palace vauder, Sept. 21. 
Other neighborhood houses in the 
New York area are still to be set. 

The Newark stop will be part of 
the “show of the month” plan 
which RKO has instituted in 13 
other towns with a total of i2 
weeks playing time. Other stops 
on the circuit include Boston, Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Day- 
ton, Syracuse, Rochester, Chicago, 
Davenport, Ia.; Sioux City, Cedar 
Rapids, Minneapolis, Kansas City 
in addition to the Palace, N. Y. 

The Palace units have been suc- 
cessful wherever played and RKO 
is planning further expansion. All 
houses will get one show monthly, 
with the exception of Boston which 
will get the. layouts more frequent- 
ly. 

RKO is also planning the third 
and fourth units, to open late Sep- 
tember and latter part of October. 
Talent for both packages are being 
lined up. 





Pitt’s Vogue Terrace 


Pacts Sophie Tucker 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 23. 
Vogue Terrace, 
rant about 15 miles from downtown 
is going to splurge on names with 
opening of fall season after an in- 
different summer. Owner Andy 
Chakeras has booked in Sophie 
Tucker to launch the parade week 
,of Sept. 12, and he'll follow with 
Benny Goodman on 26th. 
| Frankie Yankovic and his polka 
band come in Oct. 3, Jimmy Dor- 
sey a week later and Billy Eckstine 
on Oct. 24. Vogue Terrace man- 
aged to corral only three top-rank- 
ing attractions during the warm 
months, Ted Lewis, Martha Raye 
and Sammy Kaye, and all of them 
did big biz. 
plenty spotty 
club. 


in this 1.100-seat 





Midwest Dates | 








Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Sid Harris of Mutual agency has 
set the Judy Canova unit for mid- 
west auditorium dates including 
Evansville, Ind. St. Louis, Kansas 
City, Denver, Omaha, and Wichita 
Falls with teeoff Aug. 25 Jerry 
Turk headline the Sept. 9 Silver 
Frolics bill Charles Tucker, 
London agent, in looking over tal- 


ent for European dates Arlene 
Foreman taking over as Charles 
Hogan’s’ office manager Paul 


Gray is revising his nitery act for 
theatres Benny Dunn joins the 
Phil Tyrrell agency as video direc- 
tor. 


theatre-restau- | 


‘ ‘an | 
Otherwise, it’s been | 





Christchurch, N. Z., Aug. 15. 
New Zealand show business is 
undergoing an unparalleied revival 
according to Jerry Grey (Jeanne 


| Francis &), U. S. act, which is mak- | 
ing a vaude tour here. Never be- | 
fore, he points out, have there been | 


so many traveling units in this 
‘country. Business is excellent and 
almost all shows are sellouts. 
Responsible for the flesh renais- 
sance is the recent Australian coal 
strike. Although the walkout has 
now been adjusted by government 
authorities, a severe power short- 


age which closed most Aussie the- | 


atres caused a migration of acts to 
New Zealand during the 
month. 


ed acts working, Tivoli circuit chief 
Dave Martin shipped two complete 
shows for swings through New 
' Zealand and routed one revue to 
Tasmania. Prior to the strike Mar- 
tin shelled out fantastic coin to 
bring in overseas turns. His deals 
' guaranteed talent paid round trip 
transportation. 

Martin’s outlay is usually such 
a staggering amount that unless he 
gets it back via the artists playing 


PALL QUARTET APPEALS | 
IMMIGRATION SNARL 


Washington, Aug. 23. 
Appeal has been made by a board 
'of examiners of the Immigration 
Bureau to permit entry of the Irv- 
ing Pall quartet into the U. S. from 
Canada. Jonas T. Silverstone, 
representing the act, appeared 
Monday (22) before the examiners 
| asking for a reversal on the ground 
ithat the quartet’s entry does not 
violate the Contract Labor Act 


which forbids importation of mu- 


sicians. 


| Silverstone argued that the group 


works as an act using musical in- 
struments as props only. He de- 
clared that when the quartet wasn’t 


permitted entry into this country, | 


they were replaced by several acts 
at the Latin Casino, Philadelphia, 
where they were scheduled to work. 
At no time, he added, were musi- 
| cians displaced. Silverstone asked 
| the board to admit the group also 
on the ground that good labor rela- 
tions between both countries should 
| be continued. He declared that 
| American acts are permitted free 
|entry into Canada. 

Decision in this matter is being 
watched carefully by both the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. Both unions are currently 
engaged in a jurisdictional squab- 
ble over acts which use musical in- 
struments in their turn. Immigra- 
tion dept.’s decision as to whether 
an act which uses musical instru- 
ments can work as a variety turn 
will give either union an official 
‘ruling on respective positions. 





Vie & Adio, hand - to - hand 
balancing turn, added to the cur- 
rent show at Bill Miller’s Riviera, 
Fort Lee, N. J. 


past | 


In an attempt to keep his import- | 





Aussie Coal Strike Booms Show Biz 
In New Zealand, Gets Top Talent 


|long seasons, he stands a good 
chance of dipping into the red. Ex. 
ample of transportation overhead 
is the $2,400 he kicked in to cover 
the San Francisco-Sydney round 
trip for Francis & Grey. — 

Meanwhile, the only difficulty 
facing American acts in New Zea- 
land is in getting permission from 
authorities to exchange local cur. 
rency into dollars. Country's Short- 
age of Yank coin, Grey feels. hag 
deprived New Zealanders of mod- 
ern conveniences which Americans 
take for granted. 





? 
Pope’s Pay Beef 
London, Aug. 23. 

Frank Pope, head booker of the 
Butterworth -circuit, is ready to 
book at least 12 American acts he 
has seen on his recent trip to U. S, 
but contends that their prices are 
too high, basing their salary as 
they do on four-a-day. 

For England, he says, artists must 
base their salary on two-a-day, and 
then they would have a chance of 
‘getting plenty of work. 





Joan Merrill with Hal Kannegr 
at the piano, has been signed for 
the Ritz Bros. show at the Riviera, 
Ft. Lee, N. J., starting Sept. 8, 
Acromaniacs complete the layout. 

















HELENE and HOWARD 
PALACE THEATRE, N. Y. 


and 
Television Shot 


CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers.” 
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Jackie Miles into the FE! Rancho, 


Los Vegas, tonight Anita Mar-| 
tell set for Henry Grady Hotel, | 
Atlanta, Sept. 8 .. Marilyn Max. | 


well replaces Celeste Holm on the 
Chicago bill Aug. 26 with the| 
Mahoneys added Shyrettos and/| 
Clifford Guest booked for the Corn | 
Palace Fair, Sept. 18 Amazing | 
Saxon has had his option picked up | 
at the President hotel, Kansas City 

Jo Stafford moved her Chicago 
theatre date back to Sept. 23 with | 
Sid Caeser taking over former spot, | 
Sept. 9. | 
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Earl Carroll's Coast Nitery on Block; 
Walters, Loew May Take Over 


Lou Walters, operator of the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., leaves for the | 
Coast this week to negotiate for) 
the takeover of Earl Carroll’s thea- 
tre-restaurant. Preliminary talks 


a with the late showman’s 
will. 
Earl Carroll’s has been one of 


| the most successful cafe operations 


on the Coast for the past decade. 
With a seating capacity of 1.100 


were held this week in New York 
with Guy E. Ward, attorney for 
the Carroll estate. Another talk 
js slated between Walters and his 
artner, E. M. Loew, New England 
film circuit operator, before Wal- 
ters offs to Hollywood. 

It’s believed sale of the nitery 
is prompted because of heavy 
Josses incurred since the death of 
its owner. Mrs. Jesse Schuyler, ex- 
ecutrix of the Carroll holdings and 


cafe had been able to snag healthy 
grosses during the prosperous war- 
time years. However, a decline set 
in since the producer died in an 
airplane crash June 17, last year 
and an experienced showman is 
needed to make it a _ profitable 
operation 

Walters has been anxious to set 
up a cafe on the Coast fo! 
time. Several years ago, blueprints 
were drawn up for a gigantic Hol- 


some- 


owner of the site on which cafe is lywood cafe which would have 
located, is expected to agree to the! swim, icers as well as regulation 


floorshows. Walters was to head the 
proposition, but high costs of 
building and subsequent nitery de- 
cline shelved the idea. 


sale. Another reason for the sale 
is that the estate must retain most 
of its assets to build a $1,500,000 
cancer hospital on the Coast in ac- 














Detreit’s Unseasonal 


Cold Fails to Chill 
K.C. Boystown Benefit 


Detroit, Aug. 23 

Hailed as the “biggest all-star 
show ever held in Detroit’’—which 
it probably was—the Knights of 
Columbus benefit Friday night 
(19) for Boysville Foundation of 
Michigan failed to hit an expected 
gross of $100,000 but the net of 
$25,000 was plenty o.k. Eddie Can- 
tor, Edgar Bergen, Bob Crosby, 
Tommy Dorsey, Janet Blair & 
Blackburn Twins, Hattie McDaniel, 
Rose Suzanne der Derian and John 
Connolly did well because they 
surmounted two. obstacles that 
have baffled their equals in similar 
circumstances. 


JACK 
POWELL 








Very happy to be back at 


The obstacles were: A_ flood- 
PALACE, New York lighted football stadium a little 
more than half-filled with custo- 


once AGAIN 


Management 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


RKO Bidg., Suite 902 
JUdson 6-3345 


mers thoroughly chilled by a 50- 
degree temperature. The stage, in 
one of the end-zones, was so far 
removed from the $10 box seats 
that the blanketed occupants with- 
out binoculars totally missed the 
big attraction of personal appear- 
ances—visual satisfaction. 





Despite all this, the quality of 








the show was such that the crowd 
|of 18,000 stayed through the three- 
hour show. Anything less than 
|‘ top-drawer performances would 
| have sent hordes trekking for the 


THE NATION’S 
LEADING CONTROL ARTIST 


JACQUELINE 


insulting remarks about Detroit 
| traffic. His running - jumping - 
‘kneeling antics boffed and by the 
| time he was singing “Ida,” “Mar- 
'gie” and “Susie,” he was in solid. 


Currently Playing 
6th RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


SHOREHAM HOTEL 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 














Per. Mgt-: BERT COLLINS 








off to a fast start with jokes about 
brother Bing and kept it rolling 
nicely. Soprano Rose Suzanne der 
Derian had the toughest job of all. 
t the beginning of her first num- 
er, an Italian aria, one of the 
spectators collapsed and consider- 
able commotion resulted before an 


| Emcee Bob Crosby got the show 
} 
| 
| 


DIETRICH and DIANE 


"Toys in Technicolor’ 


Currently operating Children’s The- 
atre, Chicago Railroad Fair, until 
October 2. 

Booked solid until May 1, 1950. | 


For availabilities: 


> 


n 


a 


EDDIE ELKORT, 250 W. 57th, N.Y.C. 


and removed the victim. 
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'gates midway through the evening. | 


| Cantor had the misfortune of 
‘coming on last after a long inter- | 
/mission in which the K of C tried | 
to up the gross by selling more 
| programs. But he got the crowd | 
| back ino good spirits quickly with | 














Overlooking Beautiful Lincoln Park and Lake Michigan 
Only five 
minutes 
from the ' 
Loop ; 


Owned and operated by the Benson Hotel Corp. 
1931 Lincoln Park West, Chicage 
Newly furnished rooms and kitchenette 
gpartments; with private baths in colored 


ife. 
; Rates from $4 to $8.50 


— the HOTEL NORTH PARK 











“Make the North Park your home in Chicago” 
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ambulance rolled onto the field 


VAUDEVILLE $3 





N.Y. Waldorf Sets Duchin, 


Angling Blair-Blackburns 

Wedgwood Room of the Hotel 
Waldorf Astoria, N. Y., will preem | 
for the fall season Sept. 30 with | 
Eddy Duchin’s orch. Negotiations | 
are on for Janet Blair and the | 
Blackburn Twins to open on the | 
preem show with Peter Lind Hayes 
to follow Oct. 27. 

Duchin played the hotel's sum- 
mer operation, the Starlight Roof, 
earlier this season. 





Palace Vaude’ 
Sparks Rivalry 
In Syracuse 


Svracuse, N. Y.. Aug. 23 
o 


With RKO-Keith’s chalking up 
an estimated $25,000 week with 
the Gus Van-‘‘Palace vaude’”’ unit 


last week, Schine’s yesterday (Aug 


23) joined the stage show revival 
here by opening an eight-act bill 
headed by Hi, Lo, Jack and A 
Dame, at the Paramount 

Third major house here to insti- 
tute the policy of one week of 
vaudeville per month, the Para 
mount is also following a trend 
which has put stage attractions in 
44 Schine theatres within the last 
year. 

Opening bill includes’ Bernie 
George, impersonator; Little Wal- 


ter & Co., Danny Shaw, Duke Art 
and Jr... Bud and C. C. Robinson. 
Two American Youths and the Jit- 
terbug, Three Honeys and Sully 
and Thomas. Pic is “Take One 
False Step,” Bill Powell-Shelley 
Winters starrer. 

Unwilling to buck extra competi- 
tion, Loew’s State shifted the 
Frankie Laine’ unit, originally 
scheduled for this week, to Roches- 
ter instead. Loew’s also will skip a 
September show but will bring 
Billy Eckstine in week of Oct. 7. 

Keith’s, which did so well with 
its opener, has the Pat Rooney 
Palace unit underlined for the 
week of Sept. 7 and the Dick Con- 
tino show for Sept. 21. 

Also enlivening Syracuse Sept. 
5-10 is the New York State Fair, 
which has Judy Canova among its | 
guest stars. 


U.S. PERFORMER GIVES 
COPENHAGEN ROUNDUP 


Copenhagen. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

As an American performer play- 
ing here, I thought you’d like to 
learn what’s happening in local 
show business. 

Copenhagen’s cabarets all seem 


| to be doing well and most of them 


have music, dancing and _ floor- 
shows as well as good food and 
liquor to draw. Among those book- 
ing acts—and they are glad to get 
U. S. talent — are _ Atlantic 
palace, Bellevue Strand hotel, 
GCwaregasr, Kobenhavnerkroen, 
Landevejskroen, Lorry, Montmar- 
tre, National Scala, Nimb, Skandia, | 
Valencia and Wivex. } 

On the circus side, there’s the) 
Cirkus Revyen, which means Cir- | 
cus Revue. It’s an old-type vaude- 
ville show under canvas’ with 
circus atmosphere, and the big fea- | 
ture is Ib Schonberg, Danish | 
singer, actor and film star. Then) 
there’s Kramer’s variety, of which) 


'a real intriguing thing is a “Gay 


90s” talker with a swell handlebar | 
mustache, flamboyant costume 
and flowery description (‘artistes | 
from Asia, Africa, New Holland 
and even America.) Its atmos- 
phere is like Coney Island, featur- 
ing fine music and dancing spots, 
whereas Dyrehavsbakken (‘Bakken 
for short), of which Kramer's and 
Cirkus Revyen are a part, has more 
of a true carnival air. Bakken is 
over 350 years old and its setting 
is a very beautiful forest. It con- 
tains the famous Kirsten Piil foun- 
tain, said to have “miraculous 
powers,” some 300 years old. 

Copenhagen’s Tivoli has a new 
“chief of engagements and _ pub- 
licity,”’ Mrs. Ingelise Bock, whose 
new plans include erection of a 
variety theatre with programs in 
the old tradition, including low 
prices. The vaude revival is not 
confined to the U. S. by any means 
As a matter of fact, it has never 
really died in Copenhagen and 
other cities. 

Schuman circus is always SRO, 
and several traveling circuses are 
doing good biz in the provinces. 

Jimmy Jamison 


will 


Cole Bros. May Outbid Ringling Circus 


For Mad. Sq. Garden Date Next Yr. 


Possible booking of Cole Bros. 
circuit into the Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., instead of the Ring- 
ling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
circus may climax one of the bit- 
terest big-top rivalries in 
vears. Ringling’s eight-year con- 
tract with the Garden expires next 
vear and the Garden may take the 


many 


top offer, starting 1951, for this 
most lucrative stand. 

Cole Bros., recently acquired by 
a syndicate headed by Eddie M« 
Cune, who owns cafes in various 
sections of the country, is making 
an attempt to make it the largest 
tent-show in the country At the 
beginning of the season, Cole Bros 
booked Burt Lancaster for three 
weeks at $11,000 weekly, but bad 
weather breaks started the outfit 
off to tremendous losses. Since 
then, show invaded territories 
always played by the Ringling out 


‘Ice-Capades’ Steady 
306 Gross a Bonanza 


For A.C.’s Conv. Hall 


Atlantie City, Aug. 23 
With show business reported off 
over most of the country, “Ice 
Capades,” playing here in huge 


Convention Hall, topped last year’s 
take, according to Philip E. M 
Thompson, manager of CH 


For the 31 days ending Sunday 
(21), more than 110,000 paid ad- 
missions ($1.25-$3) to see the 
show, and the gross take was re- 


ported by Thompson as over $30,- 
000 a week, some $7,000 higher 
than the previous year 
Under the new three-year 
tract with John Harris, the pro 
ducer of “Ice-Capades,” the city 
gets 10° of the gross. Boxing and 
wrestling shows staged in the hall 
are also drawing, said Thompson. 


con 


‘Jolson’ Pic Cues Longer 
Balto Hipp Vaude Lapse 


Baltimore, Aug .23. 

The Hippodrome theatre, here, 
temporarily suspend vaude- 
ville shows with the booking of the 
Al Jolson starrer, “Jolson Sings 
Again,” starting Sept. 1. House 
has previously dropped stageshows 
when a big picture was booked. 

However, vaude suspension may 
extend beyond the “Jolson” en- 
gagement. House is currently in 
the process of negotiating a new 
contract with the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians local. House 
operator Izzy Rappaport would like 
to cut down the theatre’s perma- 
nent overhead, while union wants 
to maintain present scale and num- 
ber of musicians employed. Rap- 
paport is likely to extend the 
straight pic policy until agreement 
is reached. 


fit. Ringlings put up paper asking 
the townspeople to wait for the ar- 
rival of the Big Show. Cole coun- 


tered by placards stating, ‘Don’t 
Be Misled—the Big Show Is 
Here.’ Cole Bros. then cut its ad- 
missions 50°. 

McCune, earlier this season 
toured with the show, fulfilling a 
bovhood yen to travel with a cil 
cus 

Kitty Kallen will double be- 
tween the Capitol theatre, N. Y., 
ind the Maisonette of the Hotel St. 
Regis, N. ¥ starting Sept 15. 
After Cap date, she'll continue at 
the Maisonette 








JAY MARSHALL 


Opens Tomorrow (Aug. 25) 


CAPITOL THEATRE 
NEW YORK 











JAY MARSHALL 


Closes Tonight (Aug. 24) 


DIAMOND HORSESHOE 
NEW YORK 


Mgt.: MARK J. LEDDY 
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The BLUE ANGEL 


Now Auditioning 


NEW ahd UNUSUAL ACTS 
for Its Fall Show 


152 E. 55th St. 26 )~—SO PLL. 33-5998 
































GOLDEN GATE 


Currently appearing CAPITOL THEATRE, NEW YORK. 
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On the air 


every Thursday, “SING FOR YOUR SUPPER,” Mutual Network. 
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Personal Management, 
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(WR) Waltor Reade 
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NEW YORK CITY. Keely Smith | Harvards | Melville & Rekar 
Capitol (L) 25 Jimmy Vincent | Freda Wyn | Hope & Ray | 
Dave Rose Orc Pasquale | FINSBURY PARK | Harry Nicols 
Eileen Barton Goofers Empire (M) 22 | NEWCASTLE } 
Jay Marshall Carmelia Seris | Rex & Bessie Empire (M) 22 
Renald & Rudy Mike Cotton | Anne Shelton I & S Davis 
Music Hall (1) 25 | Frank Nichols |Terry Hall | Pearl Bailey 
Beitina Dearborn Burn’s Birds M & H Nesbitt Valmar 3 
Chas Lasky Amazing Mr J & E Kemmy | Harry Parry 6 
Glenn Burris Ballantine | Ladd Lyon | David Poole 
Allyn & Hodges Regal (P) 26 Jenny Howard | Harold Barnes 
Pierce Bros Ella Fitzgerald Max Wall Walter Niblo 
Clifford Guest Bull Moose Doc Marcus Doc Marcus 
Corps de Ballet Jackson Ore GLASGOW Jack Stanford 
Rockett Butterbeans & Empire (M) 22 NORWICH 
Sy: Suzie DeBear & DuBray Hippodrome (1) 22 
Z R) 25 Tip Tap & Toe Allan Jones Jimmy Charters 
Kur Larry & Lynn Irene Hervey teth O’Dare | 
Chris Cross Dusty Fletcher 2 Cromwells Johnny Carlton | 
Tattlers ; CINCINNATI Herschel Henlere David Cassidy | 
Moriez & Lucia Albee (R) 26 E & J Slack G & D Beaty 
Pansy the Horse Edwards Bros 4 C Astor Les Cygne 4 
Siip Slap & Yvonne Moray Marie DeVere 3 I & L Webb 
Slide Marvellos Hackford & Doyle McDougal MacNab 
(one to fill Cook & Brown GRIMSBY & MacKay 
Paramount (P) 24 | Steve Evans Paiace (1) 22 NOTTINGHAM 
Tex Beneke Orc Appleions Jack Lewis } Empire (M) 22 
Vic Damone Ross & LaPierre Tommy Rose Maurice French Co 
Cy Reeves Gus Van Sonny Dawkes | Peggy Ryan 
Rudy Cardenas COLUMBUS Ken Ryan Ray McDonald 
Corinne Calvet Palace (R) 25-28 Melody 6 Vaimar 3 
Roxy (I) 26 Berk & Hallow Arthur Knotto La Esterella 
Jack Hailey Chords HACKNEY Max Bygraves 
Mariha Siewart F & K Watson Empire (S) 22 Roy & Ray 
Maxellos B Hammond's Ted Heath Ore Benson Du-Lay 
Pat Terry Birds Bobby May Frankie Higgins 
Arnold Shoda Mack, Russ & Pepino’s Circus Jack Stocks 
Joan Hyidoft Owen Frank Preston PORTSMOUTH 
BALTIMORE Wally Brown 5 Aussies Royal (M) 22 
Hippodrome (I) 25 Dolinoff & Raya Dunn & Grant Deep River Boys 
Peggy Lee Sis ; Marshall & Linda Bunty St. Clair 
Bobby Sargent Pat Rooney Sr LEEDS Leslie Strange 
oe = — Empire (M) 22 Olgo 
pa aa Francoise Flore Anona Winn 
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“Skating Circus” 
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CORWIN SETS OPENING 
_ BILL FOR L.A. ORPHEUM 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 

Wiere Bros. De Haviland Trio, 
Joey Rardin, Mercer Bros., Clifford 
& Marian and the Lady Killers 
Quartet (which has been working 
niteries as “The Guardsmen”) so 
far have been booked by Sherrill 
Corwin for the eight-act vaude bill 
he will relight the Orpheum stage 
with here on Aug. 31. He has two 
more to sign. Talent nut will be 
about $5,000. 

Corwin will break in the show 
for two performances at the Forum 
theatre, nabe film house, night be- 
fore vaude policy is reinaugurated 
at the Orpheum. 

Orpheum has made a deal with 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians Local 47 here to use 10 men 
and a leader in the pit. Scale will 
be $90 for the musicians for 24 
weekly performances, with leader 





drawing 50° extra. Rene Williams, | 


batoneer for Ken Murray’s “Black- 
outs of 1949,” which closes this 
month, will be the leader and most 
of the pitmen from the El Capitan 
will go with him to the Orpheum. 


/second show, starting Sept. 7. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 23. 

Ted Caumont (Warners) out of 
the infirmary and upped for meals. 
| now assistant switchboard operator 
at the lodge. 
| Annual Elks clambake skedded 
\for Aug. 29. Jerry D’Vinni’s or- 
chestra and floorshow will follow 
the big feed. 

George Powers. 
furlough and will 
Thousand Islands. 
Russell Speight, ex-Rogerite, mo- 
‘tored in trom Atlanta to mitt 
the gang. 

_Fireside Manor at Keene Valley, 
N. Y., now owned and operated 
by Joe Kelleher, former colonyite. 

Charles Kaufhold, who mastered 
three major operations, off on a 
trip to Harrisburg, Pa., to visit 
relatives. 

Doris Carey, who beat the rap 
in six months, given an all-clear 
to resume work. 

Bob Handley, Vinnie Morgan 
and Charles Brodhecker. thet 
executives from Harrisburg, Pa., 
in for a weekend 0: siginso.,. 
and ogling of the lodge. 

William Asty, motored in to vis- 
it Victor Gamba and John Nolan. 
| Joe Bishop, former tooter with 
/Woody Herman's orchestra, doing 
O. K. here. Virginia Bishop, his 
frau, checked in at the downtown 
colony to be near him. 

Andrew Rutledge, (Warner Bros.) 
elated over surprise visit from 
wife, who shot in from N. Y. ¢. 

Delphin (RKO) Streder is flash- 
ing good clinic reports. 

Geraldine Derene, ex-Rogerite. 
in for 0.0. and given an all-clear. 

Write to those who are ill. 





drew a 10-day 
vacash in the 


| of 


Night Club Reviews 


Latin Quarter. N. Y. | 
(FOLLOWUP) , 

The final change of principals | 
before the new Latin Quarter show | 
comes in impresses as being one of 
the strongest lineups the spot has 
had in some time. Show is notable 
inasmuch as it gives Joey Bishop 
his first Broadway showcasing and 
marks the return of Sunny Skylar 
to topline cafes in this sector. 
Rowena Rollins (New Acts) and the 
Paysees’ ballroomology round out 


the newcomers. 

Bishop, some years ago, made 
his New York cafe bow at the 
Greenwich Village Inn, and has 
since been scoring in cafes 
throughout the country. Recefitly 


he was booked for two weeks and 
options at the Vine Gardens, Chi- 
cago and stayed for nine months. 
He followed almost immediately 
with a stand at the Chez Paree in 
that citv. His Broadway bow indi- 
cates that he’s arrived stylistically, 
projection and material-wise. Ma- 
terial is first rate and informality 
his mien adds to the overall 


| effectiveness. 


| Eddie Peabody will headline the | 


| the 


out 


Comic has a steady barrage of 
gags and bits suited for the Broad- 
wav mob as well as the tourist 
trade. Stories are generally clean 
and the impressions he tosses off 
as throwaways are built for ribbing 
rather than fidelity. 

Opening is a bit with house 
singer Don Saxon, who incidentally 
is developing into one of the better 
straights around town. He indi- 
cated his flair for comedy earlier 
this season in a stooge bit with 
Frances Faye, he worked with 
Jerry Lester and finally his stint 


| with Bishop indicates that he can 


aid any comic. Bit with Saxon 


'set Bishop off well and pace con- 


tinued at a rate good for encores 
and bows. 


Skylar has improved consider- 
ably since his previous’ time 
around. He’s taken on increased 


charm and sets himself well with 
the audience in a migratory mike 
stint in which he welcomes the 
ringsiders. Afterward he dishes 
up a medley of his own tunes and 
results bring encores. Skylar’s is 
a strong item, both vocally and 
personality wise. His gab is as 
ingratiating as his tunes and he 
walks off a hit. 

The Paysees (Jimmy and Bev- 
erly) also making their first major 
Broadway stand, have arrived in 
category of standard ball- 
roomers. They are a handsome, 
personable couple and their rou- 
tines win applause. Duo work ex- 
cellently in classic and energetic 
terps. Three routines bring them 
a solid mitt. 

Rest of the show holds up well, 
although costumes are showing 
signs of long usage. The Frenchy 
motif provides a gay atmosphere. 

Jose. 


Vine Gardens, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 
Dusty Brooks, Perry Franks & 
Janyce, Lorraine Fortune, Mel 
Cole Orch (4), Pancho Band (4); 
$3.50 minimum. 


Dusty Brooks headlines new lay- 
here and has new material, 
which fits neatly into this intime 
spot. Comic registers with sharp 
impresh of Al Jolson singing 
“Mammy” and tops with satires on 
table-hopping chantooseys for 
plenty yocks and applause. 

Perry Franks and Janyce get 
over nicely with tapstering. Franks’ 
rapid castanet-like solo to “Begin 
the Beguine” is unusual and pair’s 
terping to “Cheek to Cheek” and 
“Tea for Two" registers strongly. 

Lorraine Fortune, lush  song- 
stress, uses wrong type of tunes 
for this room. Standards and 
semi-classical in full dramatic reg- 
ister seem too robust for the room. 
Her faster numbers sell better. 

Mel Cole orch backs the show 
neatly and Rancho alternates for 
rhumba addicts. Zabe, 


Kitty Davis’. Miami 

Miami Beach, Aug. 21. 
Jackie Green, Joan Brandon, 
Mara & Quentino, Kenny Davis, 
Jonnny Silvers Orch, Barry Gray 
broadcast; no minimum or cover. 


There's a solid show on tap in 
this year ‘round spot, with the 
combo of young cafe talent, plus 
the two hour’ gabber-giveaway 
airer from the stage by Barry Gray, 
adding up to the best biz draw in 
the area. 

The Gray broadcast (headed for 
WOR-NY at month’s end for .an 
eight week stay) has sparked the 
draw appeal of what was essenti- 
ally a tourist spot, into a local at- 
traction as well. Mixture of the 
two has seen packed houses for 
dinner shows, the aircast and the 
heavy holdovers for the late ses- 
sions. Result has been boff gross- 
es for the operation. 

Stage show is a solid one, thanks 
to Jackie Green. plus a good sup- 


porting lineup. Green, who played 





| over 


-was repaid about two years 48% 


‘to a depleted treasury. 


here some years, ago at 
O’Clock, looks | po ae 
than ever. Always an 
pressionist, his turn is ey 
sock today, thanks to the nostalgj 
carbons of Cantor, Jolson, Jess 1 
(a howler), and of Durante. Blend 
ing an a laughmaking series of dia. 
lect stories to spell the impreshes 
plus some Irish songs, he had to 
beg off. . 
Joan Brandon and Kenny 
alternate the emcee chores, Mice 
Brandon, in her own spot. offers 
slick magico, standouts being the 
dollar-in-the-lemon bit and drink- 
mixology. Offed to good reception 
Terp slot is well handled by 
Mara and Quentin. Fresh looking 
pair of youngsters have imagina. 
tive routinings which spot their 
easy approach to difficult spins 
and lifts. Blend slow tempos with 
fast paced Latin-American 
for boff returns. 
Kenny Davis, son of the owners 
is a nice looking youngster who 
broke in this year as an emcee. 
singer. On the vocalistics he needs 
work in the ballad tempos, but on 
rhythms shows a flair that can be 
utilized as highlight of his stint. 
Johnny Silvers orch is one of the 
better show backing units in town, 
Lary. 


Five 

better 
apt im. 
en more 


Davis 


tunes 


Terrace Grill, K.¢ 
(MUEHLEBACH HOTEL) 





George Arnold’s “Rhythm on 
Ice” with Karen Lane, Janice 
Moore, Phil Richards, Bruce Me. 
Allister, Ice Cubettes (4) Florian 
Zabach Orch (9); minimum $1.50. 
$2. 

Terrace Grill has found some. 


thing of an attraction in the George 
Arnold “Rhythm on Ice,” and the 
ice troupe is being held over. For 


the second session Arnold has 
come uyp with an entirely new 
show. 


Currently the layout shapes up 
into a smooth 25 minutes, as rou- 
tining is improved and show is 
snappily paced throughout. Line, 
too, which lagged in earlier show, 
has come around in good shape. 
Florian Zabach, whose orch holds 
the stand and also backs the show, 


handles emceeing in_ personable 
fashion. 

Line opens show in modern 
polka number in nifty costumes. 
Arnold follows with round of 
twirls to hit tunes from “South 
Pacific,” and Janice Moore solo 


shows some tricks of the blades to 
“Just One of those Things.” Karen 
Lane and Phil Richards come 
through with adagio acrobatic turn 
to Zabach’s ‘“Jalousie.”’ Cubettes 
set in for waltz ballet in period 
ballroom gowns. 

In the second half Arnold and 
Richards zip through an acrobatie 
boogie at top speed for hefty ap- 
plause. Number is only one held 
from first edition, and de- 
servedly so. Ballet solo by Miss 
Lane follows as a change of pace 
and also nets a generous hand. 
Finale brings back Arnold and Miss 
Lane for a boogie session backed 
by the line. 

Shortened running time of the 
current show tightens-routine con- 
siderably and gives it an edge on 
previous production. Ice shows 
apparently are popular with the 
natives, and is permitting the Grill 
to beat the usual summer | dol- 
drums. Quin. 


AGVA Loan 


Continued from page 53 gaa 


that AGVA’s financial difficulties 
must be resolved immediately if 
the union is to survive. 

Two-day confab resulted in the 
decision that several branch offices 
will be eliminated. It's expecte 
that three will be closed immedi- 
ately, with more to follow. by 

Dewey Barto, AGVA’s adminis- 
trative secretary, took a voluntary 
salary cut from $200 weekly to $75. 











This is the second voluntary cut 


he’s taken. Initially, the first 
AGVA convention voted a $300 
wage for this assignment. At that 
time, Barto after his appointment 
cut the scale to $200. Union 3S 
seeking other economies. 

Over two years ago, AGVA was 
indebted to the 4A’s to the extent 
of $70,000 because of loans made 
during its formative years. Debt 


when the AGVA treasury was - 
ported in excess of $250,000. How- 
ever, cost of court trials resulting 
from the fight put up by Matt 
Shelvey, former AGVA adminis- 
trator, who was ousted, plus settle 
ments made by the union to seve 
eral branch heads, notably ~~ 
Jones of Philadelphia, contribute 
Howevel, 
major economic setback to the 
union was the decline in employ 
ment in the AGVA jurisdiction. 
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Dramatists Guild Considers 3 Moves 
To Meet Outlawing of Basic Pact 


The Dramatists Guild is con-+ 
gidering three possible moves in 
its immediate and long-range plan | 
to meet the situation created by | 
the recent court decision outlaw- | 


ing its minimum basic agreement 
with the League of N. Y. Theatres. 
Although the decree in the case 
has not yet been entered, the 
Guild has already worked out a 
modified form production contract 
for voluntary use by its members. 

As explained in a letter sent to 
its membership last week by the 
council, over the signature of Her- 
pert Kubly, secretary, the Guild is 
considering appealing the court 
ruling, seeking an amendment to 
the anti-trust laws to give “crea- 
tive workers such as writers, com- 


posers and artists” the exemptions | 


afforded to other workers, and 
negotiation of a new basic agree- 


ment eliminating the items re- 
cently deemed illega!. It’s be- 
lieved the organization will at- 


tempt all three moves. 


The letter concludes that the re- | 
though a} 


eent court decision, 
“bitter disappointment, is neither 
conclusive nor final.” It promises 
that it will comply with the law, 
but that it ‘‘will strongly urge on 
appeal or in other proceedings, 
that its main purpose is to protect 
its members and in particular the 
unestablished author from unfair 
dealings.” 





Unanimous Member 
Vote Needed for Party 
Agents’ Show Choices 


Assn. of Theatre Benefit Agents 
has ruled that hereafter none of 
its members may book any show 
not approved by unanimous vote 
of the membership. Decisions on 
show selections will be on the basis 
of quality, it’s stated. That is one 
of several amendments to the 
group's constitution adopted at the 
last meeting. 

The other principal change is 
that theatre parties henceforth be 
booked only with organizations 
“serving a public need and a hu- 
manitarian or educational 
A revised code of ethics, by which 
the membership is to be bound, 
was also adopted. A list of forth- 
coming shows for which parties 
will be sold will be announced 
shortly. 

Ivy Larrie is president and Le- 
nore Tobin first vice-president of 
the outfit. 





Clurman Directing 
Chicago ‘Salesman’ 


Chicago company of Arthur Mil- 
ler’s “Death of a Salesman,” now 
in rehearsal with Thomas Mitchell 
as star in the Willy Loman part, 
is being directed by Harold Clur- 
man. Latter is taking over for 


cause.” | 


| “The Respectful 





Irving Jacobs May Do 


Denver, Aug. 23. 
“Clutterbuck,” the Benn WwW. 
Levy play to be tried out next 
week at Elitch’s Gardens here, may 
be taken to Broadway this fall by 
Irving Jacobs, who owns the rights. 
He figures on using the same cast. 
headed by Ruth Ford and 
Matteson, with Norris 
continuing as_ director. 
producers have held the script, but 
it has never been presented in 
New York. 
Jacobs produced 
Hunting” on 
seasons ago. 


“A Sound of 
Broadway several 





Kanin Gambling 
On ‘Born’ Losses 


Garson Kanin, author-director of 
“Born Yesterday,” has reportedly 
agreed to underwrite the losses on 
the comedy for the balance of the 
summer, at the Henry Miller thea- 
tre, N. Y. With the Gast on vir- 
tually minimum salaries and the 
production and theatre on a pool- 
| ing arrangement, the show is now 
understood to operate at a cost of 
about $6,000 a week. 


Although Kanin has been 
waiving his 10% author and 3% 
director royalties for some time, 
he’s apparently gambling on an up- 
turn of business in the fall more 
than paying off his losses during 
the summer. At its $2.40 top, the 
play cannot get much gross, but 
it’s figured that the slow start of 
the new season should give it at| 
least a month before any new 
comedy clicks arrive.’ During re- 
cent weeks “Born” has been gross- 
ing around $5,000, but receipts 
jumped to about $6,500 last week. 


BALTO’S MD. THEATRE 
SETS PACKAGE PLAYS 


Baltimore, Aug. 23. 

Maryland theatre, original home 
of two-a-day vaude here and more 
recently utilized for indie legit 
bookings and burlesque, will have 
a season of package plays starting 
Aug. 30. Miriam Hopkins and 
Ralph Forbes will open in “The 
Heiress,” with Kay Francis in ‘Let 
Us Be Gay,” “School for Brides,” 
Prostitute” 





“High Button Shoes” following. 


Elia Kazan, who staged the Broad- | 


way and London productions, but 
preferred not to repeat the stint. 


That’s usual policy for him, since | 


he withdrew as stager of the sec- 
ond company of ‘Streetcar Named 
Desire” after putting on the orig- 
inal. 

Clurman will get a small roy- 
alty for the assignment. The 
Coin will be an additional cost 
for the show, since Kazan will re- 
Portedly receive 214% of the gross 
and 15% of the profits from this 
edition, just as he is from the New 

ork and West End versions. Un- 

er usual deals the director also 
andles subsequent companies, 
from which he draws royalties. 


New Haven’s Sked 


New Haven, Aug. 23. 





Road troupe of “Finian’s Rain- | 


w” is in town this week polish- 
ing rehearsals for opening of fall 
tour, Starting here at Shubert with 
@ one-week stand Aug. 29-Sept. 3. 
1 couple of last-minute cancella- 
ful together with an unsuccess- 
u attempt to bring Cornel Wilde 
rg with “Western Wind,” indi- 
wee & blank space following the 

run until the breakin of 


Finis.” 
To -h and Go” hits town Sept. 


21-24, 


Plays will open Tuesday nights, 
with matinees slated for Saturdays 
and Sundays. A $2.50-$3 top will 
prevail, with no color line drawn 
for prospective patrons. Eddie 
Kaplan and Herbert Malter man- 
aging. 





You Take ‘Pot Luck’ In 
Conn. Strawhat Idea 


Unionville, Conn., Aug. 23. 

Strawhat troupe known as 
Group 20 Players, operating in lo- 
cal Town Hall, has added a Sun- 
day night feature to its regular 
six-day repertory sked. Sabbath | 
attraction is a single performance | 
of a play selected, cast, and di-| 
rected by any member of the 
troupe who will volunteer for the 
job. 

Innovation on this summer’s 
lineup is labelled “Pot Luck” 
theatre, inasmuch as admission is 
confined to canned goods, small 
change, or what have you, tossed 
into a large copper pot dangling 
from the ceiling. 





‘Traitor’ Pitt Opener 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 23. 
“The Traitor,’ Herman Wouk’s 
melodrama, which starred Lee 
Tracy on Broadway last spring and 
was a failure despite excellent no- 
tices, has been picked by Director 
Fred Burleigh to launch the 16th 
season at the Pittsburgh Playhouse. 
It'll open a three-week run Oct. A 
At same time, Playhouse an- 
nounced that its first touring at- 
traction for 1949-50 would be “Re- 
member Me,” the original comedy 
by Dorothy Daniel, which was the 
| final show of the past season. 


‘Clutterbuck’ on B’way | 


Ruth 
Houghton | 
Various | 


| City commissioner of In- 


en en 
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Careful, Now 
John M. Murtagh, New York 


vestigation, pronounces his 


|} Mame with the “g” silent, as if 


the spelling were “Murtagh,” 
However, he explains that he 
really doesn’t care how it’s 
pronounced. 


In Broadway circles, partic- 





| 


ularly among ticket brokers 
he’s been investigating, other 
pronunciations are heard. 








Public Protests Force 
Pittsburgh to Gander 
New Opera Co. Site 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 23 
As a result of overwhelming 
flood of protests against condem- 


nation of public property near 
Highland Park for purpose of 
| building summer opera company 


| 


its own $1,000,000 amphitheatre, 
city has dropped that site and will 
look around for another. Although 
Mayor Lawrence, in tossing the 
job of recommending a location 
back into the lap of the planning 
commission, didn’t rule out High- 


land Park definitely, the hot 
potato has been permanently 
dropped. 

Edgar J. Kaufmann Charitable 
Trust’s offer of $500,000 toward 
erecting a permanent home here 


for outdoor shows, providing city 
matched that amount, had 
ously been accepted by community 
fathers, whereupon Mayor Law- 
rence put the planning commission 


to work finding a favorable site. 
Concurring on Highland Park 
|'eventually were the Allegheny 


' Conference, the Regional Pianning 


and | 


| ect. 


Assn. and the County Traffic and 
Transit Commission. That im- 
mediately set off a storm of pro- 
test, not only by Robert B. King, 
part of whose estate would have 
been condemned, but also by hun- 
dreds of residents in the immediate 


vicinity. 


They promptly took their case to 
court, insisting that the right of 
the city to seize private poroperty 
for such a purpose was illegal. It 
was further claimed that the quiet 
of a_ residential neighborhood 
would be destroyed by such a proj- 
Attorneys for the property 
owners made it clear that they 
would fight the case to the state 
supreme court, a procedure which 
might have consumed months. 

Project had also become some- 
thing of a political football, and 
it’s understood that city adminis- 
tration was concerned lest all the 


publicity and public indignation 
(newspapers were full of letters 
fiercely indignant about “high- 
handed” action) would — react 


against it at the polls in an election 
year. 

Summer shows have been pre- 
sented for last four seasons at 
Pitt stadium, but Mavor Lawrence 
expressed some doubt whether the 
U. of Pittsburgh would agree to its 
continuance there. Project has 
steadily operated at a deficit, made 
up chiefly by Edgar Kaufmann, 
department store biggie here. 

If Stadium isn’t available next 
year, shows may have to be 
dropped until season of 1951, by 
which time the amphitheatre 
should be built. That is, provid- 
ing the city doesn’t run into dif- 
ficulties again. 





‘Sugar Hill’ Delays 
Skedded Chi Start 


Hollywood, Aug. 23. 

Paul Schriebman and _  Ajvin 
Baranov have delayed their plans 
temporarily to open Labor Day 
with their all-colored musical, 
“Sugar Hill,” at the Great North- 
ern, Chicago. Instead, show will 
hold at the Las Palmas here, where 
it is doing capacity business after 


getting off to a lame start. 


Change in plans resulted from 
the steadily increasing popularity 
of the show, which was written by 


Flournoy Miller and James P. 
Johnson. When “Sugar Hill’ 
opened, local critics took a dim 


view of its rhymed dialog and its 
general failure to realize produc- 
tion possibilities. Verses have now 
been eliminated and _ production 
numbers have been re-staged. 





Edward A. Blatt is looking for 
a femme film star. aged 45 to 50, 
for lead role in “The Gold in Her 
Hair,” comedy by Don Appel. 
which he plans’ producing on 
Broadway this fa’’. Rehearsals are 
set for first week in September. 


previ- | 


For 1006 Inves' 


‘Shoes’ Payoff Finally 
Made to Mary Hunter 


Mary Hunter has finally been 
paid the arbitration award she 
won last year against Monte 
Proser and Joseph Kipness, pro- 
ducers of “High Button Shoes.” 
After various delays, mostly based 
on legal technicalities, a payment 
of $42,000 was made last week. Ad- 
ditional coin will be due as the 
musical, currently on tour, con- 
tinues to draw grosses. 











Award given Miss Hunter by an 
arbitration panel was on the basis 
of breach of her contract to direct 
“Shoes” at a royalty of 34° of the 
gross of the Broadway and all ad- 
ditional companies. Producers ap- 
pealed the award and stalled pay- 
ment for about a year by demand- 
ing clarification of legal points. 
They were represented by at- 
torneys for the Shuberts, who have 
a substantial financial interest in 
the show. 


Murtagh Asks 8 


More Revokings 


Recommendations for the re- 
vocation of eight more ticket 
brokers have been made by New 
York City investigation commis- 
sioner John Murtagh in his probe 





of theatre ticket-scalping. Those | 
cited include Alexander, Henry’s, | 
Julius Platt, Johnny's, Fred J. | 
Saur, Hickey’s, Manhattan and/| 
George Ziegler. Manhattan, op-| 
erated by Jack Rubin, has been 
| contesting the commissioner's 


right to examine his bank accounts 
and personal records. 
With the surrender of its license 


‘Roberts’ Payoff Reaches $400,000 


ment; 506 Reserve 


Backers of “Mister Roberts” will 
receive another $50,000 return on 
their investment early in Septem- 
ber, bringing the total payoff to 
$400,000 so far on their $100,000 in- 
vestment. Additional earnings of 
more than $50,000 are represented 
in cash reserve and union bonds. 
regaining the $100,000 
cost of the original production, at 
the Alvin, N. Y., the Thomas Heg- 
gen-Joshua Logan comedy-drama 
has gotten back the $60,000 outlay 
for Latter 
was financed with profits from the 
edition. The original, 
which bounced back to virtual ca- 
pacity last week at the Alvin, is 
apparently good for at least the 
balance of the 1949-50 season there. 
The second company, which winds 
up a 54-week run Sept. 17 at the 
Erlanger, Chicago, will then tour. 


Besides 


the second company. 


Broadway 


The idea of producer Leland Hay- 
ward some time ago was to do the 


film version of the play himself, 
probably in the east. However, noth- 
ing has been heard of that lately, 


so plans may have been changed. 
That may be known when Hayward 
returns Sept. 6 from his European 
honeymoon-vacation There may 
also be word then about a possible 
London production. 


Wildberg Closes Deal 
With Jack Hylton Fer 
London Melville Show 


London, Aug. 23. 
John Wildberg hes closed deal 
with Jack Hylton, who staged his 
Broadway hit, “Anna Luecasta,” at 
His Majesty’s theatre last vear, to 
produce a new show in London 
based on Herman Melville’s book, 


te week oy the Jett Todd agency, | titled “Billy Budd.” Show has an 
> > od sre ave - 

7 ad hi; “\ h 10 Nave English sea yarn background, and 
vice vacate emaameed 1aS NOW will have an all-male cast of 19. 
reached 22. 





NEW STAGES BD. TO 
MEET ON 1949-50 


Board of directors of New 
Stages will meet soon after Labor 
Day to map plans for the coming 
season. So far, the group's pro- 
gram for 1949-50 has been in abey- 
ance, following the costly 1948-49 
season, 

Winston O'Keefe, managing di- 
rector, has been unable to find an 
available house to replace the New 
Stages theatre, the Greenwich Vil- 
:age spot the organization used its 
first two years. Latter’s limited 
capacity makes it practically impos- 
sible to clear a profit there, so a 
large house is sought outside the 
Times Square area, where full 
union scales apply. 

Chief problem facing New 

Stages for the coming season is 
financing. Group’s treasury was 
depleted by its failures last season 
and an attempt may be made to 
get outside backing this semester. 
|In addition, New Stages hopes to 
expand its subscription setup and 
thus acquire a steady production 
, fund and have a regular audience. 
| Although New Stages has sev- 
eral plays on hand for possible 
presentation this season, nothing is 
set, and the group would like to 
find a suitable new script. 





Kettering’s Post, Exec 
Sec of Chi Variety Club 
Chicago, Aug. 23. 
When Ralph T. Kettering, w.k. 
Chicago showman, playwright and 
newspaperman, assumes the post 
of exec sec of the Variety Club of 
Illinois next week, it will mean 
filling a post the local Tent has 
long been searching for. As Irving 
Mandel, chief barker, states, “We 
wanted to make sure.” Jonas Perl- 
berg will continue as chief aide to 
Kettering in the physical operation 
and management of the clubrooms. 
As a dramatist he wrote and had 
successfully produced 14 _ stage 
plays and more than 100 vaudeville 
sketches. As an author he wrote 
“My Days in the Theatre” and is 
at present writing his autobiog- 
raphy, “Curtain Going Up.” He is 
author of a plan to establish a Na- 
tional Theatre through Congress. 


Norris Houghton is coming from 
America to stage, with rehearsals 
to start around Sept. 15, and open- 
ing, probably at Piccadilly theatre, 
sometime in October. 

Wildberg’s other show is comedy 
by E. P. Conkle titled “Keep Your 
Head,” with local show producer 
Charles Hickman to direct. No 
deal has as yet been culminated, 
but it’s likely to be in conjunction 
with Hylton or Linnit & Dunfee. 
As soon as shows ere prod:ced in 
England, thev will be produced in 
America, with Wiidberg§§ taking 
Hickman to stage latter show there. 

Hylton’s “Ann Veronica,” at 
Piccadilly, which efter a slow start 
has built into a hit, is ikely to be 
acquired by Wildbers, who intends 
to turn it into a big musical, and 
is already dickering with localite 
Freddie Bretherton to write the 
music. 


London ‘Story’ Awaits 
Theatre Availability 


The Jack Buchanan London pro- 
duction of “Detective Story” will 
be offered this November or March 
of next year. Date depends on the 
availability of the Prince of Wales 
or another theatre of similar stand- 
ing. Sidney Kingsley will repeat 
his directorial chore for the West 
End production as well as super- 
vising the Chicago company. The 
Windy City production is sched- 
uled to go into rehearsal Sept. 7 
or 15, but to date no star has been 
found for the leading role. Roles 
for the London presentation have 
not yet been cast. 

Buchanan arrived in New York 
Thursday (18) from London for a 
one-day tete-r-tete with Kingsley, 
leaving for home the next day 
aboard the Queen E!'72beth, the 
same boat that brought him here. 
Buchanan is scheduled to open in 
Liverpoo] Sept. 12 in Alan Mel- 
ville’s “Castle in the Air.” Show 
is set for a six-week tour of the 
provinces before or-~ing in Lon- 
don. 


Snatch $700 Payroll 


Columbus, O., Aug. 23. 

Two men snatched a purse con- 
taining nearly $700 from Mrs. 
Josie Pfeiffer, wife of the managee 
of “The Drunkard,” in downtown 
Columbus, last Friday (19), taking 
payroll of the troupe, which closed 
a five-week stand Thursday nigh’ 


(18) at the Club Gloria. 








. 
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Cornel Witde-Winds’ Cracks Mark 
At Westport, $11,800; Other Strawhats 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 23. 
Cornel Wilde, in a new three- 


character comedy, “Western 
Winds,” by Charlotte Francis, 
broke the strawhat record here 


with $11,800 in this 760-capacity 
summer playhouse at $3.60 top. 
Previous record was set by Ruth 
Gordon a couple of weeks back 
with “A Month in the Country,” 
Emlyn Williams’ new adaptation 
of the Russian play by Turgenev. 

Wilde’s “Winds” is not likely 
for Broadway because of his film 
commitments His wife, Patricia 
Knight and John Baragrey, com- 
pleted the cast. All just recently 
returned from Switzerland where 
they filmed “It Happened On Skis” 
for Lazar Wechsler. Wilde did 
“Winds” first at Dennis, Mass., and 
winds up his three-week strawhat 
tour at Marblehead, Mass. 

Steady business has persuaded 
Lawrence Langner, ‘Armina Mar- 
shall and John C. Wilson to add 
an extra week to local season 
beginning Sept. 12, with additional 
bookings possible beyond that. 
Theatre Guild will use week of 
Sept. 12 to try cut William Inge’s 
“Come Back Little Sheba,” with 
Shirley Booth. 

‘Design’ 9G, D. C. 
Washington, Aug. 23. 

General upsweep of town’s b.o. 
had a helpful effect on Meridian 
Hill. Despite threat of rain several 


nights, outdoor strawhatter came 
off with its best week to date. 
Vicki Cummings in “Design for 


Living” turned in a smart $9,000 


for seven performances, with house | 


scaled from $3.60. 


Tom Ewell, in “The Male Ani- 
mal,” current this week, looks 
good. Following for one week 


starting Aug. 29 is John Coleman 
in “Voice of the Turtle.” 


‘Charm’ $6,500 
Olney, Md., Aug. 23. 

Despite critical and audience ac- 
claim, Dean Harens in revival of 
John  Kirkpatrick’s “Charm,” 
chalked up a modest $6,500 at 
Olney theatre last week. Stacked 
next to takes of other weeks, this 
is unimpressive. 

Play opened with no name lure, 
and, as a result, almost no advance. 
Despite this, plus weakest opening 
night of season, play built, by dint 
of cricks’ raves and word of mouth 
kudos, to a Saturday night sellout 


and a gross which put it in the) 


black. 

Vicki 
Loder, current in “Love or Money,” 
look hefty. 


Tallulah $15,006 Tops 


Princeton, N. J., Aug. 23. 

Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Private 
V.ives’”’ was top moneymaker at the 
McCarter theatre here 
season. Grossing $15,000, Miss 
Bankhead was $6,000 ahead of her 
nearest contender, Sarah Churchill 
and Jeffrey Lynn in “The Philadel- 
phia Story” which did $9,000. A 
gross of $8,500 was racked up by 
Lizabeth Scott in ‘Anna Lucasta”’ 


and “The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street,’ with Susan Peters, totalled 
$8,000. 


Francis—‘Gay’ $8,500 
Fayetteville, N. Y. Aug. 23. 

Kay Francis in “Let Us Be Gay” 
took in an estimated $8,500 at the 
Famous Artists Country playhouse 
here last week. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” with 
Sylvia Sidney, is current. 


Hartmans’ $6,800 


Saratoga, Aug. 23. 

The Spa theatre’s second highest 
gross of the season was racked up 
last week by Paul and Grace Hart- 
man in the new musical revue, “Up 
To Now.” The 580-seat theatre 
took in $6,800 for eight perform- 
ances at a $3 top. pauper was the 
$7,200 brought in by Sarah Chur- 
chill in “The Philadelphia Story.” 
Kay Francis in ‘‘Let Us Be Gay” 
pulled close to $6,400 and “Bur- 
lesque,” with Bert Lahr, did 
$5,500. 

John Huntington, manager of the 
Spa theatre, claims receipts for 
1949 are 20° higher than last year 
when he presented three tryouts. 
Current offering is “The Voice of 
the Turtle,” with Louisa Horton. 


Terrell Eyes Indoor Spot 
Lambertville, N. J., Aug. 23. 
Bonanza success of tent-arena 
style oparetta presentations at Mu- 
sic Circus has promoter St. John 
Terrell prespecting for sites to 
move to in cold-weather months. 
Likely he may truck his extensive 
equipment, which includes three- 
pole tent, 850 canvas. chairs, 


bleachers and lighting equipment 


Cummings and John | 


this past | 


|treasurer of the 


to Florida for winter outdoor sea- 
son. 

Initial season began here July 1, 
continues through Sept. 17 for a 
total of 11 bills, all starring Wilbur 
Evans and Susanna Foster. Last 
week’s gross with “Rose Marie”’ 
took upward climb to $8,000 with 
cooling breezes and more familiar 
fare. “Bitter Sweet’ proved too 
esoteric for local patrons. Miss 
Foster back again in lineup after 
week's respite because of cold. 

“Sweethearts” opens tonight with 
Johnny Call in Bobby Ciark part. 
Evans is staging with Bob Zeller 
conducting. Advance healthy. Aud- 
rey Guard and Phyllis Wilcox pro- 
moted from chorus to. principal 
roles. Ann Richards, Edith Schuler 


and John Herch added to company. | 


‘3 Men’ Big at Bucks County 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 23. 

“Three Men On A Horse” 
out names proved good draw at 
Bucks County Playhouse last week. 

Henry Jones, Sara Seegar, Teddy 
Hart and Joe Downing were fea- 
tured in Abbott-Holm farce, which 
turned out to be capacity attrac- 
tion for all performances except 
Monday eve. and Sat. matinee. 

This week Viola Roache returned 
to New Hope to star in “The Swan.” 
Frances Reid, Dorothy Sands, Karl 
Weber, Anthony Kemble - Cooper 
featured in supporting cast. Paul 
Morrison staged. Return of cool 
weather has hypoed advance for 
remaining four bills. 

Ian Keith, Philip Tonge, Jenni- 
fer Howard are in for “Winslow 
30y" rehearsals under Bob Cald- 
well’s direction. 


Gas Strike Hits Chi Hayloft 
Chicago, Aug. 23. 
Chevy Chase summer theatre 
has been handicapped by the cur- 
rent gas truckers strike that has 
forced gas stations to close down 
for lack of supply. Strawhatter 


lis 28 miles out of Chi and main 


biz comes from Chicago itself. Last 
week's play was Buddy Ebsen in 
“The Man From Home.” 

Meanwhile, advance on “Card- 
board Lover,” with Tom Drake and 
Haila Stoddard, which opened 
Tuesday (23), was near sellout, with 
actual attendance stili dependent 
on the gas situation. 


‘Goodbye’ Tours for Minn. U. 
Minneapolis, Aug. 23. 
U. of Minnesota theatre has 
chosen “But Not Goodbye,” its 
summer season’s final offering, as 
the play which it will tour this fall 


(Continued on page 60) 





Surefire B.0. Names Sole 
| Insurance, Sez Kennedy; 


Princeton, N. J., Aug. 23. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In your Aug. 17 issue you quote 
Lewis Harmon of Chapel Play- 
house, Guilford, Conn., as saying, 
“It’s difficult to convince stars and 
their agents that although a Prince- 
ton house seating 1,800 can pay 
$2,500 or more, 400-500-seat houses 
are limited and cannot pay fan- 
+tastically high salaries plus per- 
centages.” 

This is a fair point and I don’t 
blame Harmon for making it, but 
here is the other side of the prob- 
lem: 

We closed Saturday (20) after 
our ninth week because we are un- 
|able to book any stars or attrac- 
‘tions that we feel are strong 
enough to combat the heat in »* 
non air-conditioned theatre. _ Our 
first five weeks when we had very 
expensive stars (Tallulah Bank- 
head at $5,000; Lizabeth Scott at 
$2,000; the combination of ‘Sarah 
Churchill and Jeffrey Lynn; Susan 
Peters in “The Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street,” etc.) racked up a net 
profit of over $8,000. 

When one or two coast deals for 
later in the season fell through— 
Walter Pidgeon, for instance, had 
agreed to do “No More Ladies” 
for us but his departure time for 
Europe on the “Miniver’” sequel 
was moved forward by Metro so 
he was unable to—we had to fall 
back on lesser and less expensive 
names. For three consecutive 
weeks then we lost money and al- 
though the season will close with 
a definite and quite considerable 
profit, we are sure the profit would 
be completely dissipated if we con- 
tinued without the surefire box- 
office names. 

The problem at Princeton is that 
in an all union setup (stagehands, 

(Continued on page 60) 


with- | 


Defends Princeton Fees 


Keyser Improves 


Condition of Irving Keyser, 


N. Y., is much improved this week. 
According to physicians at the 
Neurological Institute, N. Y., where 
he has been a patient for several 
months, he has regained the use 


|of his hands and arms, and sensa- 
tion in his upper body. 


On Mon- 


day (22) he was said to have com- 


plained of pains in his legs, which 
have 


been completely paralyzed 


since he was taken ill. 


| viving it in N. Y. 


| 


| done at 
| where it was well received. 


B.o. man’s life was thought to be 


in the balance only two weeks ago, 
but his doctors now hope he may 
be able to leave the hospital on 
his feet in a couple of more months 
if his 
tinues. 


last week’s recovery con- 





Skinner May Revive 


‘Charm’ on B’way 


After Hayloft Click 


Richard Skinner, Olney (Md.) 


strawhat theatre operator, was in 


N. Y. last Friday (19) contacting 


theatre owners for a house, on pos- 
sibility of bringing John A. Kirk- 
patrick’s ‘‘Charm” to Broadway in 


the fall. Comedy in its original 
version, titled “Book of Charm,” 
was done on Broadway in 1925, 
with Rachel Crothers producing 
and directing. Last week, with a 
new third act by Harry Ellerbe, 
who directed, and made into a 
period costume comedy set back 


to 1912, play got a rousing recep- 
tion when done at Olney, with 
Washington critics going all out for 
the show, prompting idea of re- 
Evelyn Freyman, 
who is co-producer with Skinner 
at Olney, would co-present comedy 


!with him in N., Y. 


Skinner would be repeating a 
process he used when he was Co- 
manager with Day Tuttle at West- 
chester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
In 1940 they presented a revival 
of “Charley’s Aunt,” with Jose 
Ferrer, and show was so well re- 
ceived that they were encouraged 
to bring it to Broadway, where it 
ran a season. Skinner and Tuttle 
also presented “Book of Charm” at 
Mt. Kisco in 1936, with Harry 
Ellerbe, Mildred Natwick and Mil- 
dred Dunnock. Comedy was also 
Ogunquit this summer, 
Dean 
Harens played the lead at Olney 
last week. 





Legit Follow-Up 











Anne of a Thousand Days 
(SHUBERT, N. Y.) 


Maxwell Anderson’s trenchant 
drama of Henry VIII and Anne 
Boleyn was back on Broadway Mon- 


| day (22) after an eight-week sum- 


| mer 


hiatus, its rich humors and 
vivid poetry undimmed by the re- 
cess. This tortured tale of two 
strong-willed creatures is still a 
striking piece of playwriting, its 
appeal as fresh as when it opened. 
The dialog sparkles with crisp bite 
when it doesn’t soothe with gentle 
poetry, and paired by two super- 
lative performances from the play’s 
leading characters, makes a rich 
evening in the theatre. 

Rex Harrison's swaggering, lusty 
portrayal of the vain, shrewd Henry 
is matched by Joyce Redman’s fiery 
performance of the impetuous, 
hard-willed Anne. Most of the sup- 
porting cast is the same, each giv- 
Ing a sure account. Charles Fran- 
cis, as Boleyn; Allan Stevenson, as 


Henry Norris; John Williams as 
Norfolk; Robert Duke as Percy; 
Viola Keats as Elizabeth Boleyn; 


Russell Gaige as Sir Thomas More: 
Wendell K. Phillips as Thomas 
Cromwell, and. Harry Irvine as 
Bishop Fisher, fill supporting roles 
especially well. 

Of the replacements, Frederic 
Worlock is an excellent Cardinal 
Wolsey in the place of Percy Wa- 
ram, with his playing a trifle 
broader and more blunt, but no less 
effective. Janet Ward, a new Mary 
Boleyn, replacing Louise Platt. is 
soft and warm, while Margaret 
Garland, as Jane Seymour. for- 
merly played by Monica Lang, is 
brightly brittle and fetching. 

“Anne” is still one of the Stem’s 
brighter charms. Bron. 





Readings for Icer’s Play 

Carol ‘Lord and Samuel Lyons 
are. holding readings of Ken 
Parker’s whodunit, “There’s A]- 
ways Murder,” for potential back- 
ers. Budget of $60,000 is needed. 
The play was given a strawhat try- 
out last week at Dixfield, Me. ~ 

Author is a skater in “Howdy 
Mr. kee of 1950,” at the Center. 


lvin theatre, | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Contradicting what St. Paul considers a libel on its fair name—that 


it’s “not a good show town’’—Paul Light, St. Paul Pioneer Press 
umnist, called attention to the response to the ATS-Theatre Guild 
Light wrote that Ed Furni, 
municipal auditorium, housing the roadshows, gave 
refute” the “poor show town” charge. 


nual subscription season. 


col- 
an- 
Manager of the 
. him figures “to 
Furni revealed to Light that 


St. Paul has averaged more subscriptions per capita during recent 
years than any of the 21 cities having the ATS subscription Seasons 


Furni also pointed out to Light that 
St. Paul. 


In this connection, the St. Paul ATS subscribers have consi 


outnumbered those of Minneapolis, 
substantially larger grosses in the 


95% of the 21 cities are larger than 


derab] 
but the attractions always chalk ad 
latter city than in St. Paul. Of 


course, however, Minneapolis has much the larger population. 


Phrasing of the announcement that due to the illness of the 
Lee J. Cobb, his part would be playe 
brought the refund of $490 in admissions at last Wednesday’s (17) 
inee of “Death of a Salesman,” at the Morosco, N. Y. 


Star, 
non, 
mat- 
Instead of merely 


d by the understudy, Robert Si; 


announcing the replacement, the management specifically mentioned 


get them. 


| that anyone desiring refunds or exchange of tickets for later date could 
At that and the following night’s performances, when 
the cast change, not the refund or exchange offer, was mentioned 


only 
the 


few refunds were immediately picked up by prospective patrons Wait- 


ing in the lobby for that purpose. 


“Lost In the Stars,” the new title for “Cry the Beloved Country,” 
the forthcoming Maxwell Anderson and Kurt Weill musical play is 
taken from a song written by the team about four years ago. According 
to Weill, the new label fits in perfectly with the story line of the orig- 


inal Alan Paton novel, from which the play has been adapted. 


tune will also be featured in the 


The 


show. Copyrighted by Crawford 


Music Publishers in 1946, the number was recorded for Decca Records 


by Walter Huston as the flipover 


for his rendition of “September 


Song” from “Knickerbocker Holiday.” 





Legit Bits 











Producer-agent Leland Hayward, | 
who’s been sh ttling between Paris | 
and London recently, is due back 
Sept. 6, apparently without having 
acquired any show imports for 
Broadway ... Russel Crouse was 
in town last week from his summer 
place at Annisquam, Mass., for 
confabs with co-author Howard 
Lindsay about casting “Life with 
Mother” for the coming tour... 
The Alexander Clarks (Frances 
Tannehill) back in New York after 
strawhat thesping in New England. 

Elliott Nugent to the Coast 
after staging-starring in ‘The 
Fundamental George” last week at 
Cohasset, Mass. 

Cy Feuer, co-producer. of 
“Where’s Charley?”, planes to the 
Coast tomorrow (Thur.) for another 
week of confabs with his partner, 
Ernest Martin, composer’ Frank 
Loesser and librettist Jo Swerling 
on their forthcoming musical, 
“Guys and Dolls’ ... After con- 
fabbing with Tennessee Williams 
in Capri and spending some time 
in Rome, Irene Selznick has gone 
to. London for the opening of 
“Streetcar Named Desire” this 
week . . . Michael Myerberg, who 
last week leased his Mansfield 
theatre, N. Y., to DuMont tele- 
vision, will manage Roger Stevens’ 
revival of “Twelfth Night,” open- 
ing Oct. 3 at the Empire, N. Y. 
Stevens, a Detroit business man, 
is understood using mostly his own 
money for the production  Wil- 
liam L. Taub, on the Coast, has 
announced the signing of Ann 
Dvorak for the lead in his “People| 
Like Us” production. | 


All profits from the Laughing 
Stock Co. production of “Came the | 
Dawn,” new musical opening at | 
the Master Institute, N. Y. Sept. 8, | 
will go to the Damon Runyon Me- 
morial Fund for Cancer Research. 
Robert A. Bernstein, Richard R. 
Hyman and Seth A. Rubinstein 
collaborated on the work... 
“Originals Only,” composed of 
non-Equity actors, was formed last 
week in N. Y. as a showcase for 
new plays and new talent. 

With H. C. Potter, the original 
Stager of the show, traveling in| 
Europe, co-star Rex Harrison di- | 
rected the tuneup 
“Anne of the Thousand Days” for 
its reopening Monday night (22) 
at the Shubert, N. YY... . Henri 
Caubisens is stage manager and 
Williams Chambers his . assistant 
for ‘“‘“Madwoman of Chaillot.” which 
resumed Monday at the Royale, 
N. Y.... One-man show of Donald 
Oenslager’s sketches, models and 
settings for plays, musicals and 
ballets will be given Sept. 26.-Oct. 
16 by the Ferargil Galleries, N. Y. 
ve Cheryl Crawford has optioned 
“The Closing Door,’ melodrama 
by legit-film actor Alexander Knox. 
Her “Regina,” musical production 
of oe he ogy be “Little Foxes,” 
is scheduled for Oct. 31 openi 
the 46th Street, N. Y. ne 

Lee Shubert, returning last week 
from Europe, announced the ac- 
quisition of the London _hits 
“Daphne Laureola,” with Dame 
Edith | Evans, and “On Monday 
Next, which he’ll present on 
Broadway. He also confirmed that 
he'll partner with Arthur Lesser 
in the New York presentation of 
Ballets de Paree” ... The Thea- 
tre Guild is dickering for another 
West End click, “Love in Albania,” 


+ 


Sales of legit plays. 


rehearsal of | - 





Hermione Gingold May 


Do ‘Sweet’ Revue in N.Y: 
Here for Porter Show 


Hermione Gingold, British musi- 


cal star, may do one of the “Sweet 
and Low” revues on Broadway 
this winter that she played in Lon- 
don in recent seasons. Comedi- 
enne arrived in New York last 
week with all the material in her 
possession from the three musical 
clicks, “Sweet and Low,” “Sweeter 
and Lower,” and “Sweetest and 
Lowest.” 

The star came to the UsS. to be 
in readiness for rehearsals of the 
new Cole Porter show, “Heaven 
and Earth,” which Lemuel Ayers 
and Saint Subber will present, with 
book by Dwight Taylor and staging 
by John C. Wilson. However, the 
start of rehearsals has been de- 
layed for script revisions, so Miss 
Gingold may do another show 
rather than wait around. 

The Theatre Guiic, among sev- 
eral other managements, had con- 
sidered starring Miss Gingold in a 
Broadway revue with material from 
the three “Sweet” editions, but 
nothing ever came of it. The re- 
vues are figured to have enough 
material suitable for American au- 
diences, particularly since they 
were popular among Yank service- 
men it) London during the war. 
Miss Gingold was a special favorite 
with GI audience then, too. 





Colton as Temporary 


Successor to Fleisher 


No one has been chosen to suc- 
ceed the late Sidney R. Fleisher as 
attorney for the Authors League of 
America and negotiator of film 
Handling both 
assignments tempgrarily is Edward 
E. Colton, Fleisher’s law partner, 
who has worked on League and 
Dramatists Guild matters with him 
for the last 21 years. 

Fleisher died Aug. 10 after an 
extended illness. 

~ 


—— 


in which - principal charactef 
is a tough U. S. Army sergeant..- 
And various managements are 
after Christopher Fry’s comedy-1n-, 
verse, “The Lady’s Not for Burn 
ing,” in which John Gielgud an 
Pamela Brown are co-starred im 
London. 

rama critics Peggy Doyle, of 
the Boston American, and Helen 
Eager, of the Traveler, in N. 
this week to catch the Broadway 
shows ... Peter Glenville, who ha 
intended returning to England for 
a visit before directing rehearsals 
of “Double Bill” for Maurice 
Evans, has been too busy with cast- 


‘ing, so he’s remaining entil after 


the Terence Rattigan plays ope? 
on Broadway Actress Uta 
Hagen, who advertised an offer 0° 
free tickets to “South Pacific, , 
“Miss Liberty,” “Detective Story 
and “Streetcar Named Desire e 
added inducement for “an adorab e 
apartment in the Village,” am 
even mentioned the proposition 
over the air during guest re” 
appearances, finally landed a Was , 
ington Square place she liked, bu 
via conventional means. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures, based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week ‘the 12th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 


Number of shows current....... 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for ail current shows last week 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows 


This Last 
Season Season 

ee ae 13 14 
shows 182 236 


$380,500 
$4,649,100 


$374,200 
$5,074,600 


Number of new productions so far..... 2 2 


ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 


Number of current touring shows reported 7 13 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 115 163 
Total road gross reported last week $177,800 $292 .100 


Season’s total road gross se ‘ar 





$3,034,700 $3,779,000 





r= 





Strawhat 


Good Housekeeping 


Dennis, Mass., Aug. 16. 
Aldrich-Theatre Guild produc- 
tion by William McCleery. Stars Helen 
Hayes. Directed by Donald Richardson; 
sets, Eugene Fitsch. At Cape Playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass., Aug. 15, °49. 
Marian Burnett 
Charles Burnett 
Christine Burnett 
Edward West 
Katy Burnett 

Nat Kahn 


Richard 


Helen Hayes 
Kent Smith 
Mary Malone 
Jack Manning 
Mary MacArthur 
Howard Stone 


Jim O'Neil... , Matt Briggs 
Mrs. Benson Katherine Raht 
Drum Majorette Shirley Standlee 

Pleasant strawhat dalliance but 
thin for Broadway is William Mc- 
Cleery’s new play, which carries 


on the tale first developed in his 
“Parlor Story” of two seasons ago. 
Without Helen Hayes, who seems 
subdued by the role after her cav- 
orting in ‘‘Happy Birthday,” there 
would be little drawing power here. 
Even the star’s own moments of 
animation are few. 

It's an American success story. 
The first play dealt with rise of an 
intellectual to the heights of col- 
lege presidency. Here the prexy 
climbs another step towards the 
governorship of the state through | 
his wife’s push, and all to the Gis | 
may of the wily politicians. Walter | 
Abel was the former president; | 
Kent Smith. carrying on, turns in 
a forthright job as the would-be 
governor. Mary MacArthur, again 
appearing with her ma, Miss Hayes, 
in the strawhat circuits, is more 
decorative than important, the role 
making virtually no demands on 

er. 

, Jack Manning, as the newspaper- 
man who steers the unwitting 
scholar toward what appears to be 
a victory over the state’s boss, 
adds a much-needed brightness to 
a generally dull affair. Eugene 
Fitsch’s setting is excellent, and 
Donald Richardson's direction em- | 
phasizes Miss Hayes’ personality. 

The play needs plenty of work | 
if anything but a silo solo is plan- 
ned. Brighter lines, less sopho- 
moric humor, fewer corny antics 
and more real action would help. 

Dame. 





The Fundamental 
George 
Cohasset, Aug. 15. 


South Shore Playhouse production of 
comedy in three acts by Max Wylie and 
John C. Gibbs. Stars Elliott Nugent. Di- 
rected by Nugent: set. Victor Pagganuzzi. 
At South Shore Playhouse, Cohasset, 
Mass., Aug. 15, *49. 


Gail Henderson Lee Nugent 


Mrs. Angel....... Helen Bonfils 
John Hyde Richard Derr 
Helen Hunter Doris Dalton 


Rudy Cavell 
a Jane Earl 

Alexander Clark 
Elliott Nugent 
..Dennie Moore 
Robert Ober 


Jimmie Hunter..... 
Gladys Hunter ty 
Fitzgerald Ingersoll 
George Hunter 
Twinkle Ingersoll 
Hugo Brenner . 


An occasionally funny but hone- 
lessly undisciplined affair, “The 

undamental George” doesn’t stand 
a chance in its present format. 

ounded into shape. however, 11 
could contend on Broadway and 
make a neat film, too. 

The authors go wrong in having 
neglected to create any characters 
Save George himself and any sit- 
uations worth putting him in. Even 
those they do devise for him poop 
out one after the other, leaving but 
a residue of droll monologs. But 
George himself is a bright inspira- 
tion. A svap opera writer, he lives 
on a Connecticut farm which, in a 
Majestic gesture of defiance to na- 
ture, he has paved over with 18 
acres of cement. 

His wife, from whom George 
has been growing farther and far- 
ther away, interprets this as a sign 
the Whimsical George has lost his 
mind completely. As the play opens 
she has already imported a psy- 
chiatrist in the guise of a house 
guest (for George. representing the 
— -yvyour-mind-alone — school. 

ates them) to study her husband. 
b € ensuing events suggest a cross 
an the Thurber-esoue battle 
Sed boca and the Elwood P. 
n the — of borderline sanity. 
cidedly ever thunderstorm, a de- 
tion that ye row-raising sveculo- 
Zot inte the wren women involver' 

nz bedrooms, and a 


Reviews 


sudden realization by all concerned 
that they've been silly, brings the 
curtain down on a happy family. 
Despite the wryly humorous 
lines and the characterization 
given to George, the play never 
adds up, one fundamental Georgian 
monolog after another leading into 
a narrative boobytrap. In all this, 
only Elliott Nugent comes out on 
top. He makes every line and every 
piece of business score heavily, 
turning George into one of the 
more telling characters to appear 
in some time. The explanation of 
why George paved his farm is a 
gem to begin with, and Nugent 
makes it memorable. The others in 
the cast, competent enough, are too 
sketchily drawn by the authors to 
register, but Lee Nugent gives her 
father a nice assist as the secretary, 
and there are okay performances 
by Doris Dalton, Richard Derr, 
Alexander Clark and Robert Ober. 
It was nicely produced by the 
South Shore Playhouse, and Nu- 
gent, as director, got as much out 
of it as anybody could. Elie. 





Charm 
Olney, Md., Aug. 16. 


Richard Skinner and Evelyn Freyman 
production of comedy in three acts by 
John Kirkpatrick. Stars Dean MHarens: 
features Paula Trueman, June Dayton. 
Staged by Harry Ellerbe: settings, S. Syr- 


jala. At Olmey, Md., Aug. 16, *49 

Mrs. Wilson ; Philippa Bevans 
Mrs. Harper Paula Trueman 
Joe Pond Dean Harens 
Mr. Harper Donald Foster 
Ida May Harper June Dayton 
Mr. Lester Joseph Hardy 
Rudolph Klein.. William H. Putch 


Mabel Syvkes 
Dr. Garfield 


Vivian Yeager 
Frank Moss 


Mrs. Paxton Mary Haynsworth 
er. TORO ..scceze Porter Van Zandt 
Miss Mildred Anita Webb 
Saree Marian Ellerbe 
OS ae Adnia Rice 
Claude... .. Woodruff S. Morgan 
) errr ee John Hummelheber 


A theatrical hunch took shape 
and rocketed an old and scarcely 
remembered farce, an able but un- 
sung juvenile, and a briskly com- 
petent but little known cast, into 
the season’s sleeper at Olney the- 


|atre past week. 


With the barn outfit solidly in 
the black, producers Richard Skin- 


,ner and Evelyn Freyman felt they 


could afford to gamble on the local 
success of Dean Harens, resident 
juvenile, who had practically ob- 
scured the bobbyvsox appeal of 
screen star Guy Madison with his 
bell-ringing support in “John Loves 
Mary.” Anyhow, the nut would be 
so small that the financial risk was 
almost nil—so John Kirkpatrick’s 
“School for Charm,” a mild success 
on Broadway circa 1925, was resur- 


rected, retitled, and moved back 
into the first decade of the 20th 
century. Critical and audience re- 


action rocked the wooden rafters of 
the country theatre all week, with 
repercussions that may result in 
moving the whole thing, cast, story, 
et al., to Broadway next fall. 
Original Broadway Rachel Cro- | 


thers’ production starred Elizabeth | 


Patterson in the mother’s role. 
With Harens in mind, the role of. 
Joe. here of the story, is built up. 
Either one is a comic plum from 
which Harens, as a small town soda 
jerker, and Paula Trueman, as the 
mother of his girl, gets the last bit 
of flavor. It’s slapstick farce at its 
simplest and most innocent, and. at 
times, corniest, but never have 
audiences howled with such unre- 
pressed bellylaughs in the success- 
ful history of this strawhatter. Its 
very lack of pretension and depth 
lends it charm and whimsy, and 
makes it the rollicking fun it turns 

o be. ; 
lee revolves around the di- 
lemma of Joe Pond, who sees his 
girl being wrested from him by the 
“charm” of a city slicker and his 
city friends. The girl, Ida May 
Harper. played by Harens real-life 
wife. June Dayton, announces to 
her brokenhearted parents and 
swain that it’s a New York career 
for her, and nothing will sway her 
At the critical moment in 
walks a book salesman hacking a 
book on “Charm.” A sale is made 
and the wheels for a zan} sequence 

‘Continued on page 60) 


decision. 





Play Out of Town 


The Quick and the Dead 
| Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 


Hedgerow Theatre production of drama 
in three acts by Gerald Savory. Directed 
by Catherine Rieser; setting, Michael de 
Beausset; costumes, Shelley Forman. At 

| Hedgerow theatre, Moylan-Rose Valley, 
Pa., Aug. 19, 49; $2.50 top 











For its 165th production, the 
Hedgerow Theatre has chosen a 
play apart from its usual scheme 


of things, and does it very well 
indeed Gerald Savory’s “The 
Quick and the Dead,” while a 


thoughtful and intelligent explora- 
tion of a postwar theme, has none 


of the propaganda, none of the 
revolutionary under-current, none 
of the striving “ultra” novelty so 
often found in little theatre pres- 
entations. It is quite convention- 
alized in mold and, perhaps for 
that reason, has more claim to 
attention as a commercial possi- 
bility. 

Savory follows in the _ recent 


trend of father-and-son themes 
(“All My Sons,” “Death of a Sales- 
man” and “Edward, My Son’) and 
has worked out a gripping and 
generally dramatic variation. Scene 
is an ordinary English household, 
one of whose sons was killed in 
the war and another totally blinded. 
The father, a small factory owner, 
has always idolized the slain boy 
and bears what is almost resent- 
ment against the sightless lad on 
his return 

It develops that the dead boy, 
far from having been the hero on 
the battlefield his father believed, 
had been a coward, and it later 
develops that, in private life before 
the war, he had been a long way 
from the perfect specimen and 
paragon his well-meaning father 
thought him. The dead_ boy's 
widow, who knew his cruel and 
unpleasant streak, was the first to 
learn that the story of his heroism 
was a complete hoax, concocted by 


the blind brother and two of his 
buddies. The mother, also half- 
comprehending from the start, is 


the next to find the truth, but the 
father, fanatical in his worship of 
his elder son, will not accept the 
real facts until they are forced on 
him. The blow almost kills him 
and even then it appears for a 
while that there is no chance of 
a complete reconciliation between 


himself and the blind lad. After 
intercessions by mother, young 
widow and buddies, the breach 


between father and son is finally 
healed in a singularly beautiful if 
slow-paced scene. 

When Broadway turns a com- 
pletely cold shoulder on J. B. 
Priestley’s “The Linden Tree,” an- 
other play dealing with postwar 
problems of an English family, it 
is questionable whether Savory’s 
play, also leisurely in its pace, will 
make the grade. But it certainly 
does have legitimate drama, deep 
sympathy, a literate understanding 
of human nature and nice touches 
of comedy, mostly supplied by the 
two buddies. 

Hedgerow has done one of its 
best jobs with this one, with Cath- 
erine Rieser directing instead of 
Jasper Deeter, and a cast composed 
of more or less new names. Michael 
de Beausset shines as Captain 
Sorenson, the “toff’” buddy! Lee 
Latson is admirable as the heroine, 
Joseph Gistirak, with a somewhat 
fluctuation accent, is easy and 
amusing as the other buddy, Wil- 
liam Peckham is appealing and 
believable as the blind boy. and 
Gretchen Anton-Smith and Wesley 
Huss do well as the parents, the 


latter’s role being perhaps the 
toughest to put across. Miss 
Rieser’s direction is imaginative 
and intelligent. Waters. 





Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 22-Sept. 3) 
“Blackouts of 1949’’— El Capitan, 
L. A. (22-27), 
“Brigadoon”—Met., Seattle (22- 
27), Int’l., Vancouver, B. C. (29-3). 











“Diamond Lil” Shubert, Laf., 
Det. (30-3). 
“Finian’s Rainbow’ — Shubert, 


N. Haven (29-3). 

“High Button Shoes’’—Philhar- 
monic, L. A. (22-3). 

“Kiss Me, Kate’—Curran, Frisco 
(22-3). e 

“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, 
(22-3), 

“Oklahoma”—His Majesty's, 
Montreal (25-27); Capitol, Ottawa 
(29-3): Palace, Hamilton (1-3). 

“Streetcar Named _ Desire’ — 
Geary, Frisco (22-3). 


Chi 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Death of a Salesman” ‘Road)— 
Kermit Bloomgarden & Walter 
Fried. 

Finian’'s Rainbow” 
Sahinson. 

“Summer and Smoke” (Road)— 
Margo Jones. 


Road)—Lee 


4 More Shows Jump to Capacity 


| 


As Nifty Weather Ignites B’way; 


‘Liberty’ 446, Ear’ 286, Fancy’ 136 





‘RED MILL’ NIFTY 536 
IN ST.L. AL FRESCO 


St. Louis, Aug. 23 


“The Red Mill,” Victor Herbert 
musical, wound up its sixth one- 
week stand in the Municipal The- 


atre Assn.’s al fresco playhouse in 
Forest Park Sunday (21) with a 
nifty $53,000 

For the second time in two sea- 
sons, Nan Stratton, member of the 
opera’s warbling chorus, scored as 
understudy Friday (19) Xenia 
Banks. who had one of the lead 
roles, was hospitalized by appen- 
dectomy, and Miss Stratton filled 
the bill. Last season she scored as 
a sub for Sue Ryan who collapsed 
from the heat during a run of 
“Connecticut Yankee.” Others who 
won the mob and crix in “Mill” are 
Jon Crain, Betty Engel, William 
Lynn, Jack Goode, Edwin Steffe 
and Betty Anne Nyman. The bal- 
lerina routines of Bettina Rosay 
also scored 

Season is wheeling into its 15 
nights with “Song of Norway,” 
which teed off the stand last night 


(Monday). An opening night mob 
of 10,500 grossed approximately 
$4,000. Helena Bliss, who created 


a role in the original cast; Brenda 
Lewis, Robert Shafer and John 
Tyers are clicking in the leads 
Standouts in support are Sig Arno, 
Mabel Taliaferro, Edwin Stetfe, 
Robert Bernard, Melton Moore and 
Edith Lane. Dance routines by 
Pittman Corry and his wife, Karen 
Conrad, and Maria Tallchief also 
scored. Watson Barratt contributed 
some neat sets. 


Roberts Up To 
$24,800 in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 23. 

Closing announcements for ‘“‘Mr 
Roberts” has hypoed b.o. activity 
for the only legiter here, with re- 
sult that play may close as _ it 
opened over a year ago—with SRO 
audiences. Meanwhile, gross is 
climbing steadily, having increased 
by $1,500 over last week. 

Openings skedded thus far are 
“Summer and Smoke,” Sept. 5; 
preem of ‘House on the Sea,” Sept. 
15; “Death of a Salesman,” Sept. 19 
and “Kiss Me, Kate,” Sept. 22. 
“Brigadoon” will do a repeat here 
for three weeks, Oct. 3. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (50th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Take upped 
to nearly $24,800. 


Foy-‘Shoes’ Socko 
$51,700, ‘John’ 76, 
‘Sugar Hill’ 7G, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 23. 

“High Button Shoes,” which is 
here under auspices of the Los 
Angeles Civie Light Opera Co, 
and “New Moon” at the outdoor 
Greek theatre in Griffith Park, are 
pacing the legit field here, both 
doing solid but not sensational biz. 

“John Loves Mary,” starring 
June Lockhart, failed to catch on 
despite good notices for the actress. 
“Blackouts of 1949," Ken Murray’s 
show, continues at its usual steady 
speed. “Sugar Hill,” all-colored 
musical revue at the Las Palmas, 
is doing so well its producers will 
keep it running for some weeks 
more. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Blackouts of 1949” El] Capitan. 
(374th wk.) (1,142; $2.40). Solid 
$17,100. 

“High Button Shoes,” Philhar- 
monic Aud. ‘lst wk) (2,670; $4.80) 
Clowning of Eddie Foy, Jr., and 
general acceptance here of musical 
shows bettered $51,700 for first 
week. 


“John 








Loves Mary,” 
(2d wk) (1.636; $2.50). 
$7,000 for final week of the 
Masquers Club production. 

“New Moon” Greek theatre (2d 


Biltmore 
Very mild 


wk) (4,400: $3.60), Straight week 
of good weather helped second 
stanza considerably, with take 


sharply up over previous week. 
Healthy £51.500. 

“Sugar Hill,” Las Palmas (6th 
wk) (388; $3.60). Strong $7.100. 


+ 


| 


Attendance on Broadway last 
week began the long climb back 
from the summer low. Svarked by 
cool weather and possibly some 
tourist trade, there was lively 
boxoffice activity at all shows 
Business started fast this week 
and, unless a heat wave brings 
a temporary setback, the . up- 
trend may continue through 
Labor Day, when the traditional 
fall spurt begins 

Receipts were decidedly better 
from the start of last week, and 
zoomed to virtual sellout propor- 
tions at the midweek matinee and 
held the pace through the _ re- 
maining performances As a re- 
sult, the week's gross jumned as 
much as $8,000 in some cases, and 
improved substantially at all but 
the regular sellouts 

Reopening Monday (22) of “Anne 


of the Thousand Days,” at Shubert, 
and “Madwoman of Chaillot,” at 
the Royale, brings the list to 15 


entries No closings and no other 
added entries are scheduled for 
several more weeks 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keus & Comedy), D Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20°) amusement tax. 

However, estimates are net; i.e@., 
exclusive of tax 

“Born Yesterday,’ Miller (185th 
wk?) (C-940;; $2.40) Longest-run 
show of the list spurted into the 


black and now looks set until it is 
forced out by the new season pro- 


ductions; nice $6,500 
“Cabalgata,” Broadway (7th wk) 
(R-1,900; $3.60) Joined the gen- 


eral upturn; $18,700. 


“Death of a Salesman,” 
28th wk) (D-919: $4.80). Refunds 
otf $490 when Lee J. Cobb missed 
three pertormances, cut last week’s 
gross to $23,700. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson 
wk) (D-1,057: $4.80 Leaped 
to virtual capacity; $22,500. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy.” Fulton 
(39th wk) (CD-366: $4.80). Ruth 
Hussey starrer got a welcome hypo; 
zoomed to dandy $13,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (13th wk) (R-2,964: $2.88). Got 
lots of tourist patronage and 
sprinted to $37,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (34th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Another of the 
invariable sellouts with no room for 
betterment; $47,200 as usual. 

“Lend An_ Ear,” Broadhurst 
(36th wk) (‘R-1,160; $6). Musical 
rode the general advance for a 
Zain of $8,000 to a gross of $$28,- 
000. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (6th 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Irving Ber- 
lin-Robert E. Sherwood tuner re- 
versed its recent course, accelerat- 
ing to sellout’ $44,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (79th 
wk) (CD-1,357: $4.80). Holdover 
click rebounded to virtual capacity 
at $34,500. 

“South Pacific,” 
wk) (M-1,659: $6). 
gets the standee limit at all per- 
formances even during general 
slump conditions; all the house will 
hold, as always, $50,600. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,’ Bar- 
rymore (90th wk) (D-920; $4.80). 
Tennessee Williams prize-winner 
of the 1947-48 season joined the 
prevailing rise; fine $17,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(45th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Ray 
Bolger show hopped back to capace 
ity $37,800. 


‘KATE’ CAPACITY 426, 
STREETCAR’ 286, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 23. 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” with Anne Jef- 


Morosco 


(22d 


back 


Majestic 
The b.o 


(20th 
champ 





| freys, Keith Andes, Julie Wilson 


and Marc Platt, held to an absolut 
capacity $42,000 for its secon 
week at the 1,775-seat Curran. 
Civic Light Opera production an 
its neighbor, “Streetcar Name 
Desire,” at the next door 1,850- 
seat Geary, are the hottest legits 
to hit Frisco in many seasons, both 
getting virtual capacity. 
“Streetcar,” with Judith Evelyn 
and Anthony Quinn, chalked up @ 
fine $28,000 for its fourth stanza, 
“Kate” is scaled to a $4.80 top and 
“Streetcar” to a $$4.20 top. 


Duncan Baldwin and Nancy 
Cushman left Harry L. Young’s 
Brattleboro, Vt., summer theatre 
to join the Chicago company re- 
hearsing ‘‘Death of a Salesman,” in 
which Thomas Mitchell will star. 
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Charm 


of events reminiscent of “You 
Can't Take It With You” are set 
into motion. 

There’s a second-act party, a la 
the Charm book, a combination of 
a studio party and a “soiree” that’s | 
so screamingly funny it borders on | 
satire, except that it’s played abso- 
lutely straight. Party fizzles when 
Joe’s acquired savoir faire gets the 
better of him and he shocks the 
town by turning into a wolf before 
its startled eyes. In the end, Joe’s 
charm spreads to the entire femme 
population and almost enmeshes 
him in his own net, but he gets his 
girl and all is well. 

Accent of the farce is on charac- 
ters rather than plot, and the three 
acts are rife with these. Meatiest 
of all is that of Mrs. Harper, Ida 
May’s blunt and distraught mother. 
Paula Trueman, the original Essie 
in “You Can’t Take It With You,” | 
plays this for all it’s worth, milk- 
ing the sometimes worn lines dry. 
Philippa Bevans, as the scatter- 
brained Mrs. Wilson; Miss Dayton, 
Donald Foster, as the father, and 
William H. Putch, the book sales- 
man, all rate kudos. Latter role, | 
incidentally, was the one in the 
original version which helped 
launch Lee Tracy. 

S. Syrjala, who has been hitting 
a weekly jackpot here with his sets, 
clicks again with a pair of them, 
one, of a turn-of-the-century small- 
town sitting room, the other a 1910 
apothecary’s shop. Harry Ellerbe’s 
direction is solid. Lowe. 


Western Wind 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 20. 
Westport Country Playhouse production 

of comedy by Charlotte Francis. Stars 
Cornel Wilde. Directed by Martin Manu- 
is. 
Gabriel 
Hermione 
Anthony 


John Baragray 
Patricia Knight 
Cornel Wilde 


Here is a skimpy paraphrase of 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” artlessly 
contrived, sketchily written, but 
given a certain vitality by the gusty 
playing of Cornel Wilde in the cen- 
tral role. The yawns of the hard- 
bitten Westport first-nighters didn’t 
mean a thing, however, and there 
was only standing room by the end 
of the week here. 

The marital readjustments of re- 
turning soldiers served the theatre 
®well for awhile, beginning with a 
good drama, ‘‘Soldier’s Wife,” and 
concluding with a better comedy, 
“John Loves Mary.” “Western 
Wind” proves almost for certain 
that the cycle ended there. 


Charlotte Francis, a London ac- 
tress, authored ‘“‘Western Wind)” 
and it is her antic idea that war 
brides should be wooed all over 
again by their returning mates to 
refresh their mutual memories. 
Anthony, her hero, had met and 
married the pretty Hermione on 
short notice and hadn’t been back 
home for five years. 






Hermione had been living hap- ; 


pily with a handy newspaperman 


for the last two of these, and An-| 


thony, returning from the wars, 
knew that he must be a misty figure 
in his wife’s eyes. He sets out 


therefore to court her all over 
again and recruits the’ services 
of the surprised newsman to help 
him. 


Wilde whips through the play as 
if it had been written by a Dumas 
and performs with a relish asked 
but not always found in a lively, ex- 
pensive film star on a summer out- 
ing. He is handsome, forthright and 
suitably beguiling. - 

Not so much can be said for Mrs. 
Wilde, who is the Patricia Knight 
of the playbill. She is very pretty 
but seems to spend most of the 
time dwelling on the lines. John 


WHO'S 
WHERE 


Tells Whose Where in show business 
Lists 10,000 big wheels, little wheels, 
producers, publicity outlets, castine 
agents, television packagers—all 60 
divisions of entertainment industry 
SEND US $1.00 PER COPY 


To Advertisers: 
Our rates are low. Closing date Aug. 25 


LEO SHULL PUBLICATIONS 
128 W. 48th St., N.¥.C. Pa. 7-0530 























SAMUEL FRENCH 


‘ SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
1623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Cal 














| Strawhat Reviews 


Continued from page 59 

















Baragray is the newsman, and he 
plays with an easy charm. 

Martin Manulis must have di- 
rected Miss Francis’ play with for- 
titude. Doul. | 


Mr. Areularis 


Provincetown, Aug. 15. 
Provincetown Playhouse production of 
comedy in two acts (8 scenes) by Conrad 
Aiken and Diana Hamilton. Directed by 
Charles Moore, sets by Virginia Thoms. 


At Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 15, ’49. 

Miss Carter ss ; Marita Ryan 
EN 65.0.0 beaches Carol Johnson 
BEIGS BOG. « . 10 ccneeces Virginia Thoms 
Dr. Wetheril.....cec0- Robert Carlson 
Anesthetist ......cccesss William Roberts 
POrter... . ..sPedcetac Robert Cline 
Dr. Alderton George Roy Hill 
Mr. Arcularis.. James Andrews 
Mrs. Merrick Catharine Huntington 


Thomas Hill 
David Cole 
S. Robinson 


Harry Freeman 

Assistant Purser 

Man With Dark Glasses Wm 
Lady in Pink: and Mother 
Joan Ellen Smith 
Joseph Lazarovici 


Captain 
Charles Moore 


Uncle David........-« 

Longhair poet Conrad Aiken has 
come up with a play that is being 
hotly discussed up and down Cape 
Cod, but judging by the situation 
at the moment it'll not be hotly 
discussed anywhere else. Broad- 
way, for instance. 

Arcularis, a tormented fellow 
played with subtlety by James An- 
drews, writhes on an_ operating 
table at the start. Then he appears 
on shipboard, with nurses and doc- 
tors cast again as tourists and 
ship’s officers. A girl tries to con- 
vince him that the future is bright, 
that his soul, tormented by the 
/memory of the drowning of his 
mother and her lover in his youth, 
| will be redeemed. Arcularis dies, 
| back on the operating table again, 
| but Aiken comes up with a new 
twist every other performance and 
appears to be as mystified by the 
whole thing as the audience. 


This opus, with some very poetic 


lines and a haunting sort of sus- 
pense, loses much 
,demption theme is lost in death. 
It’s based on an old short story by 
the author, resurrected in London 
and staged by Diana Hamilton. 
Aiken has been reworking it for 
years. 

Robert Carlson, as a doctor and 
minister, Joseph Lazarovici, as the 
ship’s skipper, and George Roy 
Hill, as a suspicious fellow pas- 
senger, turn in excellent bits. But 
it’s all a little too mystical to make 
contact with the average audience, 
and its future seems equally mys- 
tical. Dame. 


The Night and The Star 
Winooski Park, Vt., Aug. 16. 


St. Michael’s College Playhouse produc- 
tion of three-act drama by John Oberg. 
Staged by Henry G. Fairbanks; sets and 
lighting, Matt Horner. At St. Michael’s 
Playhouse, Vt., Aug. 9-13, 49; $1.65 top. 
Tom Beaumont John Garth III 
Al Trundall Matt Horner 
4 > Ree John Buell 
PSU SE... 645 sb 60e deters Fred Graves 
Clyde Porter Van Prince 
Lawrence Mayfield Bob Stevenson 
| Myron Peatrie Gene Harvey 
George Fayton Arthur Edwards 
Mary Collins Margaret Magennis 
Margaret Collins . Adele Thane 


'of the $3,000 Christopher award 
play is the third new play to be 
staged here in three season's, and 
while the play has a terrific impact, 
it could do with some judicious 
editing. 

' Play concerns the night of a 
proposed lynching and a southern 
sheriff who has to decide whether 
or not to protect his Negro prison- 
ers. It’s just a little too pat that 
the alleged rapist is the son of an- 
other prisoner who was taken 25 
‘years before from the same _ jail 
when the sherriff's father was 
sheriff. Single split set showing of- 
fice and cell block of a southern 
jail tends to restrict action, but 


topflight performance in_ nicely 
typed roles results in building 
show. 


Fred Graves makes quite believ- 
able the conflict within the sheriff. 


His attractive wife, played by Mar- | 


garet Magennis, and appeal of his 

; mother (Adele Thane) add further 
' cross-currents. Only relief from 
mounting tension is role of Tom 
Beaumont. John Garth 
| off with honors as Negro jail in- 
mate. 

Van Prince, who returned to na- 
tive Burlington to take the role of 
the educated Negro who came back 
to help his people, turns in work- 
manlike job. Some of author 

| Oberg’s best writing is in scene 
where Prince reproaches Garth for 
not doing something for his people, 
and Garth accuses Prince of stir- 
ring up trouble. Arthur Edwards 
has a choice role as the smalltown 
editor who first tips sheriff off to 
Iynch plot. Matt Horner and John 
Buell are excellent as hard bitten 
deputies who think a lynching 
would be “fun.” Bob Stevenson is 
crass as the district attorney, and 
Gene Harvey is the Yankee lawyer 
who insists on his client's rights 


when the re-| 


St. Michael's Playhouse premiere | 


IIt walks | 


| 
' but hesitates to help the sheriff) 
when the chips are down. 

Single set by Matt Horner, as- | 
sisted by Peter Galanis, is excel- 
lent. 

“Night and The Star’ doesn’t 


solve any, problems. As the story | 
of the moral growth of a single 


southerner in a generation, how-| to do the same parts 


ever, it is a gripping version of the | 
perennial fight against intolerance. | 
Dono. 


Pink String and Sealing | 
Wax 
Brookfield Centre, Conn. 


Nutmeg Playhouse production of drama 
in three acts (four scenes) by Roland 
Pertwee. Features Mary Alice Moore, Pa- 
tricia Quinn O’Hara, Virginia Vincent, 
Bill Rowe and Harold Webster. Staged 
by Leon Michel; setting, Richard Hughes. 
Opened at Nutmeg Playhouse, Brookfield 
Centre, Conn., Aug. 16, ’49. 

Eva Strachan Rosamund Riddle 
Mrs. Strachan Patricia Quinn O’Hara 
Albert Strachan sill Rowe 
Edward Strachan (Father) Harold Webster 
Jessie Strachan : Ann Sorg 
Emily Strachan.. ..Mary Alice Moore 
Doctor O’Shea Maurice Fitzgerald 
Ernest O’Shea........ Sandy Kenyon 
Pearl Bond .. Virginia Vincent 


Leon Michel has a good bet in 
“Pink String and Sealing Wax,” a 
Roland Pertwee drama that ran 
two years in London. Michel gave 


duction at his Connecticut straw- | 
hat, and hopes to take it to Broad- | 
way with Leo Carroll in the pivot 
role. Tightened up, with some of | 
the incidents telescoped to shorten 
an overlong first act, the play 
should do well. 


A few light moments and a slen- 
der love story give it a nice bal- 
ance, but basically it’s a tense 
drama of three days in the life of 
a 19th century middleclass British 
family whose lives are changed by 
brief ‘contact with the town trol- 
lop. A martinet father’s illusions 
that he knows what is best for his 
wife and children are shattered 


the piece its first American pro- | 


Import Peter Scott 
For Evans Double Bill 


Peter Scott, young British actor 
who appeared in the London pro- 
duction of the Terence Rattigan 
plays, will be brought to the USS. 
ice Evans edition, to be titled 
“Double Bill.” 
roles in both shows, “The Brown- 
ing Version” and “A Harlequin- 
ade.” 

Others set for the cast, besides 


| eo-stars Evans and Edna Best, are 


Patricia Wheel, Bertha Belmore 
and Louis Hector. Peter Glenville, 
who directed the London produc- 























tion, will repeat the assignment 
here. 

| Cornel Wilde | 
Cc i df age 58 | 
camieamameniaal ontinue rom pag erro nerea 





through the upper midwest. It'll 
be the second annual tour that the 
theatre has sponsored. 

Play is by George Seaton, Holly- 
wood film director and _ writer, 
and was produced in New York in 
1944. 


- 





Meridian Hill’s Permit Snarl 

Washington, Aug. 23. 
Just as if the Meridian Hill open 
air legit theatre did not have 
enough troubles in this, its first 
season, the D. C. Superintendent of 
Licenses has ordered a summons 
served on it for failure to take out 

a license. 
However, there is an interesting 
question here of whether a theatre, 
operated in a park controlled by 
the U. S. Department of Interior, 
is required to be licensed by the 
municipal authorities. Interior De- 


| partment is understood to be back- 


when he learns that his son may | 


be involved in the murder of the 
| interloper’s husband. 

| This is a powerful 
needs a more adroit 
Harold Webster could give it. The 
pretty and able Mary Alice Moore 
is a good choice for Emily. the 
oldest daughter: Patricia Quinn 
Moore is delightful as the mother, 
and Virginia Vincent excellent as 
the Cockney tart. And a youngster 


part, and 


‘named Rosamund Riddle, who 
played the youngest sister. is a 
comer. Vine. 
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|company manager, pressagent, etc.) 
ithe basic working nut is so high 
that it is impossible to show a 
profit on a moderate week. 

For instance, our two biggest 
profit-makers in three years of op- 
eration have been Miss Bankhead 
in “Private Lives” and Lucille Ball 
in “Dream Girl,’”’ whereas the least 


touch than | 


expensive show we ever did (Tur- | 


han Bey in “The Second Man”), a 
four character, one-set play with 
a very low star salary, wound up 
with a net loss of $2,700 on the 
week. 

We are in a highly competitive 
area (Bucks County, Clinton, Lam- 
bertville all within 25 miles) and 
we have a theatre which is not only 
not air-conditioned but not prop- 
erly ventilated, so the only salva- 
tion is to fire away with the most 
expensive and the best. 

Two of our losing weeks this 
season, for instance, were grosses 
that would have been capacity in 


| 


ing up the theatre in its refusal to 
buy a license from the city. 





Doc’s Play In Tryout 
Cleveland, Aug. 23. 

Leon H. Dembo, author of “Zone 
of Quiet,’ comedy to be tried out 
next week at the Lake Shore play- 
house, Derby, N. Y., is a_ local 
pediatrician. The play, which is 
localed in a hospital, was originally 
presented in 1940 by a semi-pro 
troupe at the Hanna theatre here. 
The author-doctor has since revised 
the script extensively. 

George Dembo, the playwright’s 
son, is technical director of the 
Derby strawhatter, otf which John 
Dee is director. 


8 Tryouts This Week 

Eight plays are getting their 
initial showings on the strawhat 
circuit this week. Of these, two 
have name stars. The Cape play- 
house, Dennis, Mass., is offering 
Gertrude Lawrence in Daphne du 
Maurier’s “September Tide,” and 
Diana Barrymore is starring in 


Robert Waldron’s “Three Citizens | 


From Heaven” at the Litchfield 
(Conn.) summer theatre. 


The other six include “Take A | 


Dream,” by Bernard Welch and 
Alice Lee Edwards, at the Peter- 
borough (N.H.) summer theatre: 
Robert Hill’s “Country Matters” at 


,the Woodstock (N. Y.) playhouse; 
Gerald Savory’s “The Quick and 


the Dead,” today 
(Wed.-Thurs.), at the Hedgerow 
theatre, Moylan, Pa.: William 
Happ’s “The Whipping Boy” at the 
Red Barn theatre, Westboro, Mass.: 


and tomorrow 


John Walsh’s “Follow the Patriot” 


smaller houses. | 


At any rate, we have closed here 
and will open with the same setup 
.and staff at the Montclair theatre | 
in Montclair, N. J., Sept. 19, It 
will be a 10-week fall season re- 
peating many of our most success- 
ful shows here: Susan Peters in 
“Barretts”; Sarah Churchill in 
“Philadelphia Story”; Cesar Ro- 
mero in “Strictly Dishonorable,” 
and others. 

We have submitted a _ proposi- 
tion on air-conditioning to the 
Princeton U. authorities and hope 
they will accept it and that we 
will be back here next summer for 
our fourth successive season. 

Harold J. Kennedy, 
Princeton Drama Festival. 


| 
| 


| Palestine Play for Chi 





Chicago, Aug. 23. 
“House In the Sea,” 


at the Merrimack playhouse, Con- 
cord, N. H., and a new revue by 
Willard Jodice at the Nantasket 
{Mass.) playhouse. 

_ “Texas Li'l Darlin tops the 
list of tryouts being offered next 
week. The new musical, with book 


by John Wheedon and Sam Moore, | 


lyrics by Johnny Mercer and music 
by Robert Emmett Dolan, will be 
put on at the Westport (Conn.) 
Country Playhouse. Kenny Delmar 
and Elaine Stritch head the cast. 
which features Danny Scholl and 
Harry Bannister. Paul Crabtree is 
directing and Emy St. Just is 
supervising the choreography. Also 
scheduled for next week are 
Yankee Clambake,” new revue by 
Milton Lyon and Stanley Pearl, at 
the Chapel playhouse, 
Conn.; Benn W. Levy’s “Clutter- 
buck at Elitch Gardens, Denver: 
Leon Stein’s “Letter From Harry,” 


|which finishes off the season at the 


Putnam playhouse, Mahopac ; 
F | ‘ pac, N.Y.; 
While the City Sleeps,” new mu- 


/Sical by Alfred Dumais and Rich- 


be at the Camden Hills 


| titled musical at 
| Playhouse, Jennerstown, Pa., and 
drama by | “Lo and Behold,” a new musical by 


Summer theatre; an un- 


the Mountain 


two Chicagoans, Cyril Heiman and William Happ and Brown F j 
a ae oi? url 
Philip Gelb, concerning a family at the Red Barn theatre. Westbow 


torn asunder via political changes 
in Palestine, will have its world) 
preem here, Sept. 15-16, at the! 
Fighth St. theatre. Playwrights are 
showcasing for potential backers 
of a New York production. Play’s 
two performances will also be a 
benefit for the National Society for 
Medical Research, 


Mass. 





Edith Van Cleve Recupes 
_ Edith Van Cleve, of tae Music 
Corp. of America legit department, 
is expected back at work immedi- 
ately after Labor Day, following 
an extended illness. 
She's ue with relatives at 


| Katonah, N. 


in the Maur- 


He has important | 


Guilford, | 
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Road’s Own Shows 
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Arena Managers Assn. in present. 
ing and touring its own ice show 
the perennial high-grossing “Ice. 
capades.” 

In the latter case, the local arena 
men decided to produce their own 
show after balking at booking 
terms offered by Arthur Wirtz for 
“Sonja Henie’s Hollywood Ice Re. 
vue.”” As an alternate attraction 
“Icecapades” has not only provid- 
ed satisfactory business for the 
local arenas, but has piled up sub- 
stantial profits for the producing 
syndicate. 

The click of “Icecapades,.” in 
fact, has suggested to local theatre- 
men the possibility of adapting ice 
shows and other not-strictly-legit 
productions for booking in stage 
houses. For instance, it’s noted, 
another touring skating show 
“Holiday on Ice,” which has its 
own portable rink, is not limited 
to arenas, but can play almost any 
type of house. It, or another show 
like it, might be cooperatively pro- 
; duced and booked by the local legit 
men. 

A cooperative setup, it’s figured, 
would have to have an overall pro- 
duction board or committee, with 
a fulltime manager in charge. It 
might present revivals of old suc- 
cesses, particularly in the musical 
field, where bigger grosses might 
be forthcoming. It could also ae- 
quire the touring rights to Broad- 
_way shows, either taking over the 
productions intact, with the same 
cast, or recasting them on a modi- 
fied budget, as the late Jules J, 
| Leventhal did. 


The road organization would 
have to have its own scouting set- 
up, so it could cover promising 
operetta productions at such spots 
as Dallas, St. Louis and so on, and 
straight-play presentations at lead- 
ing strawhats like Westport, Den- 
nis, Stockbridge, Olney, Marble- 
head, ete. It might then take over 
the suitable ones for touring over 
its circuit during the regular sea- 
son. 


—_— 


Shuberts Used to Do It 


That sort of operation is more 
or less what the Shuberts used to 
do years ago, in order to supply 
product for their numerous out-of- 
town theatres. Even if the shows 
didn’t make money themselves, 
they kept the circuit theatres light- 
ed and thus paid the overhead and 
realized an overall profit. That 
the Shuberts haven’t forgotten the 
principle is shown by their recent 
acquisition on a sharing basis of 
Margo Jones’ production of Ten- 
nessee Williams’ “Summer and 
' Smoke” for a tour of UBO theatres. 


Although some of the local man- 
agements that might join in a co- 
operative producing-booking setup 
are affiliated with UBO, that pre- 
; sumably wouldn’t be a serious com- 
plication. There would probably 
be occasional booking conflicts, it’s 
conceded, but UBO can no longer 
supply continuous attractions for 
most road theatres, so it would 
have difficulty preventing them 
from producing or booking their 
own shows. 

Principal local managers who 
would be expected to participate 
in a cooperative organization are 
Milton Kranz, of the Hanna, Cleve- 
land; James Nederlander, Lyceum, 
Minneapolis; Robert Boda, of Hart- 
man, Columbus, O.; Paul Beisman, 
American, St. Louis; David Neder- 
lander, Lafayette, Detroit; James 
' Nixon, Music Hall, Kansas City; 
Edward Kramer, Maryland, Balti- 
more, and several theatreowners on 
the Coast and in the northwest. 
Such a setup would probably ex- 
tend its activities into the split- 
week and one-night field after @ 
season or two. 


From present indications, the 
number of touring shows this fall 
may reach a new low. Broadway 
entries from last season will pos- 
sibly include “Anne of the Thou- 
sand Days,” “Death of a Sales- 
man” (second company), “Detective 
Story” (second company), “Good- 
bye, My Fancy,” “Madwoman_of 
Chaillot,” “Streetcar Named De- 
sire” (original production), besides 
the already-touring “Brigadoon, 
“Kiss Me, Kate” (second company’, 
“High Button Shoes,” “Sireetcar 
(second company), ‘Mister Rob- 
‘erts” and the about -to- resume 
| “Oklahoma!” and “Finian’s Rain- 
' bow.” 

For such tryout stands as Boston, 
Philadelphia and New Haven, there 
will be various pre-Broadway tune- 
‘up bookings, but it appears that 
_the number of these, too, may drop 
‘below last.season’s sorry total. 


+ 
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Blanshard Book Rides Tide 
Sales of Paul Blanshard’s book, 
“american Freedom and Catholic 
er,” 
tia the controversy between Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Cardinal 


Spellman over Federal aid to paro- | 


chial schools. Since its publication 
by Beacon Press April 14, book had 
peen selling at the rate of 1,000 
copies per week. After the school 
aid argument broke out, it jumped 
to 2,500 and has stayed at that 
figure for the past three weeks. 
Book has had a surprisingly large 
total sale of 26,000 to date. 

Before the controversy, the book 
made the N. Y. Times best-seller 
list only once but fell off the bot- 
tom in consequent listings. In re- 
cent weeks, it has placed ninth in 
the Times and 16th in the Herald 
Tribune and Publishers Weekly 
has made it a candidate for a best- 
seller. The Blanshard tract stirred 
up a big dispute on its own as a 
result of its attack against 
Church’s alleged interference 
non-religious spheres. 


in 





Luce L. A. Throwaway Out 


Folding of Los Angeles Inde- 
pendent, which merged half a 
dozen throwaways from Pasadena 
to the sea, added 2,600 to Cali- 
fornia’s unemployment figures. 
Staff of the paper and pressmen at 
the Pacific Press accounted for at 
least 250 of these. Newsboys were 
hardest hit, as paper was a door-to- 
door job throughout the whole 
metropolitan area, guaranteeing 
more than 500,000 circulation. 

Sudden collapse was a surprise 
because Henry Luce, principal 
backer, sent some scouts out to 
the Coast to check on the experi- 
ment and these reported things 
were going so fine that raises could 
be expected this fall. But Luce’s 
colleagues reversed him and when 
he pulled out, the local L. A. dough 
took a dive with him. 

Ezra Goodman had been doing a 
column on Hollywood and Rian 
James wrote on all things, boiled 
down to Hollywood gossip. 


Maggy Gould’s Novel 

Maggy Gould, actress, is having 
her first novel, “The Dowry,” 
brought out by Morrow this month. 
Mrs. Gould has been with the Bar- 
ter Theatre in Abingdon, Va., all 
summer. She has also. written 
plays, two of them currently under 
option for Broadway. 


Fadiman, Jr.’s First Book 


Edwin A. Fadiman, Jr., nephew 
of Clifton Fadiman, has authored 
“The Voice and the Light,” a novel 
based on the early girlhood of 
Saint Joan, to be published next 
month by Crown. 

Galley proofs of the book were 
received the day before 23-year- 
old Fadiman’s marriage to Susan 
Thorne, actress. 


Trib off Bounds in Canada 


Any Catholic connected with the 
editorial, mechanical or distribu- 
tion ends of The Canadian Tribune, 
Communist weekly tabloid pub- 
lished in Toronto, will be excluded 
from the sacraments of the Church, 
according to Cardinal McGuigan, 
head of the Catholic faith in Can- 
ada. Penalty also applies to such 
non-political writers on The Tri- 
bune as handle theatre, films, 
Sports, women’s activities. 

The offenders will be “reconciled 
to the Church after expressing true 
contrition and purpose of amend- 
ment.” Edict also applies to news- 
boys and news dealers. 


, New Irish Censor 

District Justice Thomas G. 
O'Sullivan, of Dublin Metropolitan 
Court, was named by Minister of 
Justice Sean MacKoin to the Irish 
Censorship of Publications board. 

He replaces Dr. T. D. Smyth, of 
Dublin U., who bowed out a month 
ago after disagreement over 
method of censorship employed. 


Protestant Weekly 

P Plans going forward for pub- 
lication 0: a national weekly rep- 
resenting Protestantism, according 
to Dr. Homer R. Gettle, Fort 
Wayne, who with David Hogg. 
as been publishing The Protestant 
Olce in that city since 1941. Plans 
for the new publication, to be 
Known as The Protestant World,” 
® purchase The Protestant Voice 
are unchanged, although the trans- 
action is awaiting completion of a 
tab of Canada by Dr. J. W. 
‘ontgomery, former Fort Wayne 
Pastor, and a group representing 
ine ucally all Protestant denom- 
eee on Canada. The Canadian 
show.’ about half completed, has 
ere tn that Canadian church lead- 
len + the idea of the publica- 
‘so rom Canada, officials expect 

get about 20 corporate board 


have risen considerably | 


the | 


|/membeys as well as writers and 
workers for the Canadian section. 


It is believed the equipment and 


| 


offices of the new paper will be | 


transferred to New York and that 
publication will begin early in 
1950. Officials of the publishing 
firm say that the goal of the pub- 
lication will be “to bring about 
throughout the world a sense of 
community among all Protestants.” 





L. A. Daily News Hypo 
Robert L. Smith, general man- 
ager of Los Angeles Daily News, 
has just returned to the Coast from 
N. Y. after ordering $600,000 new 


equipment for an expansion pro- 
gram. 
Manchester Boddy, publisher, 


branded reports of paper being for 
sale as ridiculous. 





CHATTER 

Carolyn Saks appointed fashion 
editor at Seventeen mag. 

Jane Pickens will be profiled in 
Collier’s magazine in October. 

American writer Harvey Runner 
guest of honor at Anglo-American 
press luncheon, in Paris. 

Nate Gross, Chicago Herald 
American columnist, returns Sept. 


1 from an European journalistic 
junket. 

John Klempner’s yarn, ‘“Here’s 
Addie,’ a sequel to “Letter to 


Three Wives,” will be published as 
a serial by Cosmopolitan mag. 

Ward: Marsh, Cleveland Plain 
Dealer’s film critic, in Hollywood 
rounding up material for a series 
of lectures at Cleveland College. 

Man-bites-dog: editor Ted Pat- 
rick (Holiday) hosting literary 
agent Mark Hanna at his Quogue 
(L. I.) manse until past Labor Day. 

“Hungry Dog,” originally pub- 
lished in 1941 by Rinehart has 
been sold by author Frank Gruber 
to Nicholson & Watson. Deal in- 
volves only the French rights to 
the book. 

Whodunit writer John Ross has 
joined the Irish State radio station 
in Dublin as descriptive news- 
writer. He succeeds Brian Durnin, 


| who has transferred to the diplo- 


matic service. 

Betty Grable did the foreword 
to “Guide to Glamour (Terry 
Hunt’s Handbook of Beauty, Charm 
and Poise).”’ by the Hollywood con- 
ditioner. which Prentice-Hall is 
publishing in November. 

Ann and Ben Pinchot, oldtime 
theatrical photographers, have 
their first joint novel published 
today (24) by Farrar Straus. It’s 
“Hear This Woman,” a story of a 
crusading newspaperwoman. 

Avon Publishing Co. brought out 
a fourth edition of Irving Shul- 
man’s “The Amboy Dukes.” Boo 
has been getting a lift 


yarn’s film version, Universal-In- 
ternational’s “City Across” the 
River.” 

| Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., back 


from a three-month European tour 


| shooting travelog pix for his con- 
cert tour. He’s currently bedded, 
as is his wife, Pat, who was first 
thought to be a polio victim, but 
ailment was diagnosed otherwise. 


Martin Snyder appointed amuse- | 


ment editor of American Life mag- 
azine, home monthly. Previously 
in Chi, mag is now being published 
in N. Y. under editorship of Philip 
Andrews and Eric Friedheim. First 
issue (November) will be on stands 
Oct. 10. 

“Literary Property and_ the 
Law,” a course in the legal prob- 
lems affecting literary property, 
will be offered by N. Y. U. begin- 
ning Sept. 27, under the instruc- 
tion of Alexander Lindey, attorney 
with the law firm of Greenbaum, 
Wolff & Ernst. ; 

London’s Mystery Magazine is 
being published with a_ fictitious 
address. giving it an added Conan 


Dovle flavor, 221 Baker Street, 
which was address of Sherlock 
Holmes. Editor of new whodunit 


mag is Michael Hall, tormerly of 
Manchester Guardian. t 
Not only at the American Li- 
i brary in Paris can the new Amer- 
ican books and publications now 
be found, but also at the U.S. In- 
formation Service, the new annex 
of the Embassy on Faubourg St. 
Honore. House used to belong to 
the Rothschild banking family. 
Prof. Robert Gessner, head of 
N. Y. U.’s film department, return- 
ing from Escanaba, Mich., summer 


vacation today (‘Wed.), with fin- 
ished novel on Israel titled The 
Promised Land.” Publisher has 


not been decided upon, but pre- 
vious Gessner works have been put 
out by Seribners. Curtis Brown, 
Lid.. is agenting the novel. 

“World Ski Book,’ new_Interna- 
tional annual, edited by Frank El- 
kin. New York Himes ski editor, 
and Frank Harper, will be a Long- 
mans. Green & Co., publication in 
November. An Ernest Hemingway 
short story, “Cross Country Snow, 


from the | 


ARI 
] 


will be included in the book, which 
will feature chapters on all phases 
of ski instruction and skiing in ad- 
dition to records, travel informa- 
tion, hotel lists, ete. 

P Marjorie Walker is the new mo- 
| tion picture editor for Fortnight 
mag. 


| 
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Yanks Envision 


“Continued from page 3 








the government toward the U. S. 
picture industry. 

Motion Picture Assn. of America 
toppers are anxious that the Lon- 
don meeting be held to keep the 
ball in the air on the new British 
attitude. They would like to have 
a rep of the Society of Motion Pic- 
ture Producers go with them and 
an invitation to that organization 
may well be given in order that the 
charge cannot be made by SIMPP 
later that MPAA alone dces not 
| Speak for the industry. 

SIMPP In a Spot? 

There fear, however, that 

SIMPP prez Ellis Arnall and other 


is 


otficials have got so far out on a 
limb in insisting that the State 


Dept. carry the fight for the indus- 
try that as a matter of fact it will 
not be able to send a rep to the 
London conclave. SIMPP has con- 
sistently taken the attitude that 
any negotiations with foreign gov- 


ernments should be on a govern- 
mental level in this country, too 
MPAA thinking is that, now that 


payoff day is at hand for quick im- 
provement in the situation, SIMPP 
may have talked itself out of being 
able to participate. 


October sessions of the _ joint 
council would be a prelim to a 
meeting with the government's 


Board of Trade on a revision of the 
present two-year Anglo-U. S. agree- 
ment, which expires next June 13. 
Huddles are a postponement of a 
meeting which was to have been 
held earlier this month, They were 
pushed off until after the British 
and U. S. governments meet in 
Washington in September on over- 
all economic problems. What comes 
out of those sessions, it is felt, may 
well have great effect on changes 


in relationships of the industry 
with England. 
In one respect. Arnall and the 


MPAA are in complete agreement. 
That is that time is working on 
the American side and that 


weight. That view is 
returning Yanks, 
that Rank has 


of itS own 
strengthened by 
who point out 
iearned that you can't 
theatre profits by holding other 
| people's pix out unless vou have 
| pix of vour own that will attract 
|}an audience. 
| Rank is said to have found not 
| only that he needs U. S. pix. but 
| he’s now badly in need of U. S. 
|money, too. Hes’ anxiously seek 
| ing deals with American companies 
by which they'd invest their frozen 
pounds in his films. Thus he is in 
a mood to woo American goodwill. 
and this. in turn it is expected will 


| 
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the | 
British industry is breaking down | 


maintain | 


| 
| 


have a deep effect on the govern- | 


ments’ aititude. 


MPAA-‘ Outlaw’ 


pase 5 jam 














Continued from 


counsel for the MPAA in the anti- 
trust suit brought by Hughes. 








| 
| 


Of- | 


ficials of the MPAA and RKO were | 


also involved. 

RKO got into the act when 
Hughes bought control of the com- 
pany a little over a year ago. He 
reacquired “The Outlaw” from 
United Artists, which had been 
handiing it, and turned it over to 
RKO?® for distribution. The Jane 
Russell starrer is on RKO’s re- 
lease schedule for this fall. 

Pic itself was trimmed to suit 
the PCA before its original issue 
by UA in 1946 and was granted a 


seal. Hughes persisted, however, 
in using advertising that was 
thumbs-downed ty the MPAA'’s 


Advertising Code Administration. 
Matter finally went to the MPAA 
board and the seal was ordered 
revoked because of the ads. Pic 
itself will now have to be resub- 
mitted with the possibility that the 
MPAA will order further cuts. It 
is understood that an agreement 
has already been reached with the 


Catholic Legion of Decency and 
the cuts it asks may satisfy the 
PCA. 


Hughes continued distribution of 
the film via UA after the seal was 
pulled. playing indie houses not 
subject to MPAA regulation. RKO 


however. as an MPAA member 
company, cannot handle a_ pic 
without the official imprimateur 
on it. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Camarillo, Cal., Aug. 20. 


Psychiatric symptoms have fanned out in so many directions that not 
even Patton’s old Third Army could have contained them in two col- 
umns. Under the circumstances it 1s hardly possible to squeeze the 
splits of the word “personality” in the space allotted to this research 
project. 

Thus for the first time the words “to be continued” will rear their 
teasing heads in Variety. Habitually suspicious characters, who make 
up the bulk of our readers, will simply have to believe that in Psychi- 
atry the letter “P” bulges like Babe Hardy and simply will not be con- 
tained within the limits of an aisle seat 








Even remakes of old gangster pictures are beginning to drip with 
complexes, as witness the Oedipus migraine headaches suffered by 
Jimmy Cagney in ‘White Heat which only Margaret Wycherly’s ma- 
ternal hands and a Freudian analgesique could ease. This comes under 
Parergastic Reactions which you will find under 


. 

Pabulum: Food, particularly baby food. Old stars who eat it in the 
belief they can even play Baby Snooks on television and be mis- 
taken for authentic moppets. 

Pachometer: An instrument for measuring the thickness of a body. 


Used also to check I.Q. of migrants who make the rounds of give- 
away radio programs and claim to be housewives. 

Pachymenic: Having a thick skin. An abnormality in civilized areas 
but considered an occupational asset in Hollywood. If accompanied 
by pachmeninx (thick ears) the character may be beyond insult 
and hence never realize his predicament. 

Paidology:, Branch of medicine dealing with childhood. So-called 
because it pays better than the others, now that every child has to 
be treated by a psychiatrist instead of being spanked for his tres- 


passes, 

Palinphrasia: Repetition of words in otherwise coherent sentences 
Aggravated by radio comedians who feel forced to repeat each 
other’s key words for the benefit of sponsors who are only half- 
listening and aren't too bright when out of their field anyway 

Pandiculation: Automatic movement of limbs which occurs when pa- 


tient yawns or is tickled. In Hollywood ticklers are attached to 


machines to keep projectionists themselves awake during owl 
showings of “Arch of Triumph.” 
Panophobia: A free-floating morbid dread of what may happen. Epi- 


demic in Hollywood at Gption time. In the layoff syndrome 


Paradoxical Flexor Reflex: A deep firm pressure felt on the calf of the 
leg. If the character checking on the reflex is named Babinski it’s 
in the interest of science. Otherwise the guy is out for no good. 

Paragraphia: Writing wrong words due to a partial lesion of sight. If 
uncorrectable you're a Gertrude Stein on the Metro payroll 


Paralexia: Disturbance. of ability to comprehend printed words and 
sentences. What producers get from hiring writers who have para- 
graphia. 


Paralysis Agitans: Parkinson disease. A progressive disease of middle 
years marked by tremors, stooping posture, deliberate speech and 
mask-like countenance. What Alan Ladd will look like in 10 years 
if he doesn’t change his act 

Paramimia: The misuse of signs in expressing thoughts. Actors who 
see the word “Up” near an elevator and immediately blow up in 
their lines. Actresses who see a traffic sign reading “Slow Chil- 
dren” and speed up their cars, lest they be deluged by half-wits 
seeking autographs. 

Paramnesia: Inability to distinguish real experiences from imagined 
ones. Common to actors who believe the action in their livelier 
scripts is autobiographical. The term also applies to those who use 
words without meaning. 

Paranoia: One of the most common psychoses, characterized by delu- 
sions in which pride and hate are continually grabbing the controls. 

Parapathia: Stekel’s term for psychoneurotics who emote all over the 
place. In the late Corse Payton syndrome. 

Paraphasia: Form of aphasia in which words can be spoken but are 
mispronounced, misspelled or misused. In the Parsons syndrome. 

Paraphonia: Weakness of voice; incomplete aphonia. A frailty Sinatra 
built into a fortune till he could retire as a disk jockey. 

Paraphrenia: Kraeplin’s term for a small group who are crazy but don't 
show it. They have paranoid dementia praecox but no behavior 
disorders, except that they insist on spending an hour each morn- 
ing reading old press clippings to “prepare” themselves for the 
day’s work as an extra in “The Three Musketeers.” 

Parapraxia: Inaccuracy in mental functioning, resulting in minor errors, 
such as slips of tongue or pen, misspelling names, forgetting to 
carry out intentions. In the You-Know-Whom syndrome. 

Parathymia: Any psychosis in which uncontrolled emotions are domi- 
nant. Actors addicted to fighting in niteries; actresses who think 
that by letting themselves go, day or night, they can get a role 
away from Bette Davis. 

Parergastic Reactions: Disorder emphasized by distortions and incon- 
gruities with a tendency toward withdrawing from reality. Meyer's 
term for schizoids in the making and if fantastic delusions and 
hallucinations occur, you have a scriptwriter fast heading for radio 
and horror serials. 

Patella Reflex: The knee jerk. Jerks who fix attention exclusively on 
knees and must be placed under restraint until short skirts return. 

Pathergasias: Malfunctions or structural limitations which stand in the 
way of the individual's capacity for self-adjustment. Reason why 
Mickey Rooney picks out tall girls to pick on. 

Pellagran Delusion: Hallucination of producers who have been told 
they have pellagra pictures, due to a deficiency of certain vitamins 
in the diet of their cast, and believe the pictures can be saved by 
being spray-gunned with ground rice shells. 

Pension Neurosis: In Hollywood peusion neurosis refers to executives 
who have outlived their usefulness but are hanging on till they get 
their pensions. 

Performance Test: An intelligence test limited to actions. Subject is 
first required to fit irregular shaped blocks to form a rectangle and 
then ordered to put his arms around a femme’s waist and not get 
them too high or too low as long as the cameras are turning. 

Persecution Complex: While this often is an authentic condition and 
frequently inflicted on innocent people by some madman, it is just 
as frequently a delusion, especially in Hollywood where there are 
10 equally competent persons competing for every job. 

Pfropfschizophrenia: This is a word used as a sobriety test which lit- 
erally means “engrafted schizophrenia.” That is to say, the split- 
ting of a personality which was mentally defective to begin with. 
Tarzan not being able to make up what passes for his mind when 
confronted with a choice between an ape and a moron. 

Phlegmatic: Apathetic, cool, sluggish and stolid. Never 
the front-office syndrome. 

Pithiatism: The type of hysteria caused by suggestion and cured bv 
persuasion. Directors recognize it in Hollywood stars who have 
never had stage experience and sense they have a scene to play far 
beyond their depth. A sense of drowning overcomes them. Their 
breath comes out in gurgles. Can be cured by persuading the star 
to play the scene stretched out on the couch with the here wrapped 
around her and doing al! the talking. 
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Broadway 


Clifford C. Fischer due back 
from Paris late this month. 

Bert Friedlob’s “Roller Skating 
Follies” being dickered as a TV 
show. 

Arthur L. Pratchett, Paramount’s 
Latin-America chief, on his way to 
Mexico. | 

Francis Robinson, Met Opera 
tour coordinator, off next week on 
a month’s vacation. 

Sidney Lanfield, Paramount pro- 
ducer, back to the Coast after a 
short visit to Gotham 

Collier’s current piece on Jerry 


J 


| humorist 
columnist-commentator, 
ed some old War. Dept. “change as their guide. 
of address” 
‘shift from the Hotel Astor to 9 W. 
57, authough he still handles that 
hotel 
Square hostelries. 


; ‘ | 
| 25th anniversary dinner-dance at) 
ithe Hotel 


Plaza Nov. 12 of the 
unior Matrons Assn., which main- 


‘tains the Ted Lewis Recreational 
Hall, 
and their Long Branch, N. J., sum- 
mer camp for underprivileged chil- 
lden. 


Sophie Tucker Playgorund 


Hy Gardner, Parade magazine 


and WOR-Mutual col- 
resurrect- 


cards to herald his 


plus some 26 other Times 


London | 


Oswald Mitchell, film director, 
left over $13,000. 

Eddie Darling, sunning himself 
in Brighton, is expecting to sail 
| back to New York sometime in'! 
| September. 

The Cass Daleys to Paris for a) 
few days prior to returning to. 


America, with Chaz Chase acting ¢ 


Irving Tishman awaiting arrival 
of his wife Charlotte and then they 
are off to south of France for three 
weeks’ vacation. 

W. Douglas Home’s “Master of 


* ss rn a a a “~y? Sylvia (Mrs. Ed) Sullivan and Arts” replaces revival of his ear- 
haber adl 2 wae Rose (Mrs. Walter) Shirley sup- lier play, ‘The Chiltern Hundreds,” 

ts ee ae sient tn we plied the trousseau for the Bugs’ at Strand, Sept. 1. 

The Billy Jacksons Ss tae Oth Daers’ daughter, Arthura (Artra), Jessie Matthews replaces Zoe 
vaude agent) celebrated their 30t who was married by Justice Ferdi-| Gail in Cecil Landeau’s revue 
wedding anni Monday (22). nand  Pecora (Mayor William ‘Sauce Tartare” at Cambridge the- 

Yvonne De Carlo, Universal thes- O’Dwyer couldn't officiate, as atre, end of August. 


per, planing to Europe today 
Gotham. C 

Humphrey Doulens to Coast 
Friday (26) for three weeks, to set 
radio dates for Columbia Artists 
Met. talent. | 

Sidney Buchman, Columbia Pic- 
tures writer-producer, staying east 
for a couple of months to work on 
some scripts. 

Harald Bowden, director of Aus- 
sie’s J. C. Williamson Theatres, 
off to @past for a week, prior to 
planing home. 


Salmaggi Opera Co. will open 
its 1949-50 season at Brooklyn 
Academy of Music Sept. 17, with 


Verdi’s ‘“‘La Traviata.” 

Blanche Merrill summering in 
Atlantic City, working on radio 
and video ideas, including a TV 
show for Sid Caesar. 

Lillian Thompson, head of Uni- 
versal’s still department, resting 
at Garfield hospital, Jersey City, 
after emergency surgery. 

Warner Club’s annual golf tour- 
nament at Westchester Country 
Club Sept. 16. Major Albert War- 
ner Trophy to the low, scorer. 

Stanley F. Schneider, son of 
Abraham Schneider, Columbia Pic- 


4y scheduled) to 
(Wed.) following a short stay in songsmith. 


weekend as guest of Dr. 


Martin Kalmanoff, 
Coupled Air-Franced 


»9 a London and Paris honey- 


moon, 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 
Jack Kirkland back at Spring- 


town farm. 


Leni Englehart, Irma Selz, Eliza- 


beth Mears in for weekend. 


Theron Bambergers tossed shin- 


dig for Playhouse technical staff. 


down for 
Martin 


Herman Shumlins 


Vorhaus. 
Paul Reed back at Music Circus 


rehearsing after Hollywood junket. 


Played in first two bills. 

Lewis Gensler down to see niece 
Anne Britten thesping at New 
Hope in ‘‘Three Men On A Horse’”’ 
last week. 

Teddy Hart suffering from in- 
testinal trouble at New Hope this 
week but playing nightly. Off to 
coast Mon. (22). 

Edwin Gilbert, author of ‘Da- 
mion’s Daughter,”’ show biz novel, 
has taken flat in New Hope while 
looking for farm. 

Sigmund Romberg due in this 


With over 1,466 performances, 
“Worm’s Eye View” passes 
“Charley’s Aunt” record and looks 
to go on indefinitely at Whitehall 

| theatre. 

| Renee Asherson is latest English 
star added to the cast of Laurence 

| Olivief’s “Streetcar Named Desire” 

/in which Vivien Leigh and Bonar 
Colleano will be starred. 

| Marie Ney and Frank Lawton to 
costar in revival of H. Granville 
Barker’s adaptation of Spanish 
play, “The Romantic Young Lady,” 
at Arts Theatre Club, Aug. 30. 

Day after Ben Blue opened at 
the London Palladium, where he is 
in for two weeks, Val Parnell 
handed him a flock of further dates 
covering most of the Moss Empire 
houses. 

Latest London theatre up for 
sale is the Phoenix, currently pack- 


ing them in with Broadway hit, 
“Death of a Salesman.” Tom Arn- 


old, who -wns theatre, is asking 
$1,000,000. 
Melvin Block, prexy of Ammi- 


dent, CBS sponsor of Burns & 
Allen, was in for team’s opening at 
London Palladium, and this was 
first time he had seen the act. Abe 
Aronsohn, co-owner of 400 Club, 
and his wife hosted the Blocks. 


tures’ veepee and treasurer, en-| week at Lambertville to help stage The Blocks sailed for New York on 


gaged to Margery May Strauss. 
Katharine Hepburn _ arriving 
from the Coast at the end of the 
month to start 
Theatre Guild’s “As You Like It.” 
Carrie and A. J. Balaban are 
“pouring” tomorrow (Thursday) at 
the Roxy on the occasion of the 
2ist birthday of their son, Bruce. 
Eddie Cantor dipping in and 
out of town on fair dates in be- 
gg taping his first four shows 
or 


N. Y. 


“Up In Central Park,” opening at 
Musie Cireus Aug. 30. 


the Queen Mary, Aug. 20. 


Lambertville Centennial tees off | 


of incorporation with “then and 
now” fashion parade today (24). 

Brooks Atkinson, Prof. Albert 
McClerry of 
Hawley, Stanley Woolf, 
Music Circus. 


Phil Bourneuf, whose 


spouse, 
“Take It or Leave It" out of Frances Reid, is featured at Play- 
house in “The Swan” this stanza, 
Paramount actress Nancy Olson | commuting to his chores in “Miss 


rehearsals on the five-day celebration of 100th year | Washington 


By Flerence S. Lowe 
Harry Fleishman, of the Gilbert 


Fordham, — Miller office and Milton Shubert in 
iola 
Roache in to gander Lambertville 


to give Olney  theatre’s 
“Charm,” the o.o. 

Al Sherman (Sherman Plan, Inc.) 
inked to do a series of one-minute 
tv spots to publicize local Variety 
tent’s welfare activities. 

Harry Stern, head of special fea- 


headed west Monday (22) after a_ Liberty” from Tyson Nimicks Syca- tures division of Aztec Films, in to 


week’s stinting to fanfare Par’s 


more Farm. 


Bourneufs were in tub thump for 


“Don Quixote,” 


“Sunset Boulevard,” in which she resident troupe last season at New Spanish language pic at the Du- 


stars. | 
Alfred Hitchcock returning to) 
the U. S. from London early next | 
month to attend world preem of | 
“Under Capricorn” at the Music | 
rial, N.Y. 
Sizeable turnout of film industry- 
ites feteing Oscar Morgan, Para- 
mount’s shorts subject sales man- 
ager, Sept. 1 at Sardi’s on-his 35th 
anniversary with the company. | 
Wichita law firm of Aley & 
Martz seeking the whereabouts of 
Juanita Peterson, actress, who has 
been bequeathed the estate of her 
late father, Ralph B. Peterson. 
Eve Arden arrives from. the 
Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) for a 12- 
day stay in New York. She'll be 
accompanied by her agent, George 
Ward, and three-year old daughter. 
William Ludwig, Metro scripter, 
pushed off for the Coast yesterday 
(Tues.) after huddling Ezio Pinza 
on the script for “Deburau” in 
which Pinza_ stars with Mario 


Lanza. 

Louise (Mrs. Martin) Beck in 
from two months in England, 
France and Ireland. She did a 
Switch; stayed mostly with French 
natives instead of mixing with the 
transplanted Sardi mob. 


George Jessel closes his per- 
sonals with “You're My _ Every- 
thing” in Chi today (Wed.), and 


heads back to Hollywood on new 
production business: not detouring 
to Gotham as hoped. 


Olin H. Clark. Metro’s eastern 
story head, lectured yesterday 
(Tues.) before John Farrar’s Fic- 


tion Writers’ Conferences at Marl- 
boro, Vt., on “Fiction in Relation 
to the Motion Picture.” 

Niles Trammell back from a Ca- 
nadian fishing trip discovered that 
the Laurentians were the best 
sponsor for no sleeping tablets: 
you just did what comes naturally 
without benefit of nostrums. 

Ethel Shuta (Mrs. George Kirk- 
sey), now retired in Houston, up 
from Texas seeing the shows with 
the younger of her two. sons, 
Geroge Olsen, Jr., and Charles 
Olsen, both U of Mich gridders. 

Gloria Stroock, legit actress, 
arrived in the U. S. from Italy 
this week after visiting her sister, 
Geraldine Brooks, who’s starring in 
William Dieterle’s Italian produc- 


tion of “Volcano” with Anna 
Magnani. : é 
Mrs. Ted Lewis sparking the 


Hope. 


Chicago 


Tom Drake and Haila Stoddard 


, S. E. 


pont. 

John Tassos, ex 20th’s Bogota, 
Colombia, office, named flack for 
Paramount’s Washington-Baltimore- 
| Norfolk exchange area, with head- 
' quarters in Washington. 

(Steve) Cochran, former 


in for appearance in “The Card- manager of National Theatre and 
board Lover,” at Chevy Chase sum- founder of the National Theatre 


mer theatre. 


Willie Shore 
Variety Club’s 


will emcee 
golf tourney 


Players, back in town after a year’s 


at hospitalization in California for in- 
at juries received in a street car acci- 


Sportman’s course, Aug. 26, with dent. 


proceeds going to LaRabida sani- 
_tarium. 


_ Variety Club will dedicate a Va- 
riety Cabin at the Merrick Boys’ 


Marilyn Maxwell will pinchhit C4a™p, Nanjemoy, Md., next Sun- 
for Celeste Holm in exploitation %4Y (28) and unveil a plaque in 


the Memory of the late John J. Payette, 


Stable” at the Chicago theatre, first chief barker of the Washing- 


appearance for “Come to 
Aug. 26. 
Jerry Lester, comic, flew in 


from Gotham for Buddy Ebsen’s 
opening at Chevy Chase last week. 
Comic and Ebsen are working the 
they 
whipped together a few months 


cafe circuit with an act 


ago. 


Al Jolson planed in Friday (19) 
preceding mid- gq 
! Sings 
Again” at Woods theatre, Aug. 23. 
Jolie joined George Jessel, who's 


for appearances 


west preem of ‘Jolson 


currently at other Essaness house 
Oriental, on stage Sat. eve 
brought the rafters down. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 


Joe Hummel in Munich 

Harry Novak in Germany. 
. Mrs. Artie Burns holding court 
in Juan les Pins. 

Ellen Dosia due for Roxy per- 
sonals this season. 


Borrah Minevitch may buy a mill 
as a country place. 

The Wladimir Lissims at Swiss 
Glion, near Montreux. 

Myrna Loy and husband Gene 
Markey Writing from Bad Gastein, 
Austria. 

RKO “White Tower” company 
currently in Chamonix, in the 
French Savoie Alps. Company in- 
cludes Claude Rains, Oscar Homol- 
ka, Sir Cedric Hardwick and Valli, 
plus Irving Allen and Mary Wea- 


ver. Wives of Allen and Homolka 
are there too, 


,. aS 
and 


ton tent and Warner topper in this 
area until his death last year. 


Las Vegas 


Sugar Chile Robinson followed 
Ted Lewis into Last Frontier and 
doing nice biz. 

Las Vegas Press Club lining up 
ridiron dinner and show to lam- 
poon local notables in nice way. 

Top hostelries mostly sold out 
all week instead of only weekends 
in former years. Dry cool 
weather helping. 

Comedian Harvey Stone, facing 
such stiff competish as Ted Lewis 
and Spike Jones at other hotels 
well received at El Rancho Vegas. 

Michael Kirby, ice-skater now 
playing opposite Sonja Henie in 
the films, here with his wife for 


publicity pictures for Photoplay 
mag 

Jimmie Lederer, Universal news- 
reel photog, who won. national 


plaudits for his coverage of the 
Texas City, Tex., oil fire, in town 
looking for short features. 

Mabel Todd, night club songster 
and onetime wife of Morey Am- 
sterdam, in “escrow” for second 
time. Figures to make some public 
appearances here to pass time dur- 
ing the necessary six weeks of res- 
idence. 

Continuous enthusiastic recep- 
tion for Spike Jones at Flamingo, 
both early and late shows, beats 
anything town has ever experi- 
enced. There’s been a queue for 
tables every night since his outfit 
hit here. 

Station KRAM starts taking Mu- 
tual programs in September. NBC 


hit, | 


will be only net not represented 
here. One reason: no more outlets. 
KRAM also dickering with Hotel 
Flamingo for space for studio 
headquarters. 


Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 
Constance Bennett at Hotel du 








ap. 
The Richard Greenes at Cap, 
d’ Antibes. 

Julien Duvivier has left Monte | 
Carlo for Venice. | 

Winston Churchill guest of Lord 
Beaverbrook at his Cap d’Ail villa. 

Eddie Robinson passing through 
on his way to San Remo to make 
film. ; 

Maurice Chevalier off to Belgium | 
for a rest after finishing radio 
series and film. ; 

Raymond R. Morgan in from New 
York and Paris for the windup of 
the current series of “This Is 

aris. 

. Sam Pierce and family, Bill Rob- 
son and family leaving Cannes for 
Paris on first lap of return voyage 
to America. 

Errol Flynn allegedly told to 
leave Palm Beach Casino after an 
alleged racial slur. Flynn has left 
on vacht for six-week cruise. 

The English colony here strength- 
ened by arrival of Sir Ralph Rich- 
ardson and Merle Oberon. Already 
here are Jean Simmons and Stew- 
art Granger. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick ~ 

Minerva will present Philip 
King’s comedy, “See How They 
Run,” Aug. 29 in Sydney. 

“Secrets of Life’ (‘Mom & 
Dad”) wound up a record 19 weeks’ 
run at the Savoy, Sydney. 

“Rusty Bugles’” swings into its 
fifth month at the King’s, Mel- 
bourne, for Fuller-Carroll. 

Webb Tilton back to N. Y., after 
three years with “Annie Get Your 
Gun” for J. C. Williamson. 

“Present Laughter” is in its 11th 
week at Palace, Sydney, for Fuller- 
Carroll, with Peter Gray starred. 

Elisabeth Schwarzopf, Viennese 
soprano, here for concert tour for 
Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion. 

June Clyde and Hal Thompson 
playing in “Separate Rooms’ at 
Comedy, Melbourne, for J. C. Wil- 
liamson 

Local edition of Fox Movietone 
celebrates its 20 years of operation. 
Maj. Harry Guiness is in charge of 
the local setup. 

Freddie Bamberger, British 
comedian, is scoring heavily over 
the Kerrige loop in New Zealand 
via deal with David N. Martin. 

Dorothy Rae arrives to present 
“Edward, My Son,” with Robert | 
Morley for J. C. Williamson. Show) 
debuts in Sydney early September. | 


Tokyo | 


By Russell Splane | 

Ealing’s “Hue and Cry” road- 
showing at Tokyo’s Piccadilly the- 
atre and doing okay biz. 

Onoe’ Kikugoro, 65, famed 
“kabuki” (classical drama) actor, 
died. Popular star was awarded 
Japanese government’s. culture 
medal posthumously. 

A two-act melodrama extolling 

the virtues of prompt payment of 
taxes is now touring rural Japan 
and packing ’em in. Play is spon- 
,sored by Jap Finance Ministry. 
| Japan’s famous Bunraku puppet 
| troupe, whose theatrical tradition 
| goes back for centuries, split into 
| two warring factions on issue of 
joining Japan Film and Theatrical 
Workers Union. 
_ Hokkaido, Japan’s northernmost 
island, will see its first operatic 
performance in September when 
Miho Opera troupe visits island for 
two weeks to perform ‘‘Madama 
Butterfly” and “The Mikado.” 


| Miami Beach ! 


By Lary Solloway 

Alfred McCosker, former MBS 
prexy, building a home here. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars con- 
vention here this week hypoing 
nitery biz. 

B.S. Pully now a cocktail lounge 
host-operator at his Pump room 
in the Bancroft hotel, | 

Club 22 shuttered by creditors. | 
with Treasury department owed 
some $14,000 in back taxes. 

Little Jack Little and his trio 
doing heavy biz at the Neptune 
Room of the Robert Richter hotel. 

“Uncle Don” Carney, now a 
resident here, into the Rendale 
Hotel Lounge with “songology for 
adults.” 

_Alan Gale shuttering his Celeb- 
rity Club for enlarging. Will re- 
main closed for four weeks, preem- 
ing the new setup in October. 

_ Kitty Davis’ closes for refurbish- 
ing Sept. 1, though Danny Davis 
plans quick reopening to compete 
with new Five O'Clock, which 


reopens Sept. 15, ; 





Hollywood 


Meg Randall laid up wi ; 
throat. : p th strep 
aul Jones to Santa B 
vacation. nenane: ai 
Samuel Goldwyns vacationij 
—_— Tahoe. ns wt 
rn Westmore recoverin 
— attack. iad 
ob Hope returned to his t 
ing at Paramount. hesp- 
Ann Blyth’ became 
“— . ee Lake. 
ing Crosby and sons on gj 
at Hayden Lake, Wash. “—_ 
Lester Cowan returned from a 
two-month stay in N.Y. 
Broderick Crawford to Guaymas, 


honorary 


| Mex., for deep sea fishing. 


William Perlberg back 
several weeks in Germany. 
Lewis Stone celebrated his 49th 
anniversary in show business. 
Sam and Claire Wood celebrated 
their 41st wedding anniversary. 
Clara Bow called off her return 
to show business because of illness 
Audrey Totter to Little Rock for 
the Arkansas Theatre Owners Fes- 


after 


| tival. 


Lauritz Melchoir to Chicago for 
an outdoor appearance at Soldiers 
Field. 

Lee Roberts, western  thesp 
broke an ankle in a fall from a mo- 
torcycle. 

Peggy Dow returned to work at 
Universal after a siege of pencillin 


| poisoning. 


Jerry Hoffman succeeded Don 
Reeve as trustee of the Screen 
Publicists Guild. . 

Milton Berle’s mother 
to the Beverly Wilshire 
week in the hospital. 

Admiral Sir Frederick Dal- 
rymple-Hamilton gandered film 
technique at Warners. 

Y. Frank Freeman returned to 
his Paramount studio desk after a 
stay at the home office. 

Barclay Allen in serious condi- 
tion with spinal injuries after a 
motor accident in Nevada. 

Ethel Barrymore's birthday gift 
from RKO was an oil painting of 
herself by Paul Clemens. 

Ginger Rogers will represent the 
film industry at the California Con- 
stitutional Centennial Convention 
celebration. 

Caren Marsh demanding $106,- 
500 damages from Standard Air- 
lines for injuries in an air crash 
last July 12. 

Variety Club, Tent 25, of South- 
ern California, tossed a dinner to 
celebrate Clyde W. Echkart's 50th 
year in show biz. 

Cecil B. DeMille in town after 
two weeks of trouping with the 
Ringling Show, which he will im- 
mortalize in celluloid. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Gladys Swarthout vacationing at 
her farm. 


returned 
after a 


Raymond Masseys back from 
Cape Cod. 
Carl Ravazza resting at his 


Wilton place. 
Rose Bampton entertaining Law- 
rence and Peggy Evans. ' 
Marvin McDonald, Atlanta im- 


presario, guest of the Marks 
Levines. 

Sophie Tucker, no country gal 
‘ordinarily, visiting William and 


Madeline Gaxton. 

William Eythe, here to see Cor- 
nel Wilde and Patricia Knight in 
“Western World.” 

Faith Baldwin to N. Y. to sub 


.for Mary Margaret McBride on her 


network show this week. 
Margaret Webster may rehearse 

her touring companies of “Taming 

of the Shrew” and “Julius Ceasar 


| here next month. 


Helburn and Armina 
Marshall back from Cape Cod 
were they oo’d Helen Hayes 1 
“Good Housekeeping.” 
Lemonade Opera Co. moved out 


‘ Theresa 


‘from town to present Felix Men 


delssohn’s “The Stranger” at 
Lucille Lortel’s White Barn Thea- 
tre Sunday night (21). 

Fredric March, Florence Eld- 
redge, Ward French, Kim Hénter, 
Christie MacDonald, Henry Sou 
vaine, Eleanor French here glimp 
sing “The Philadelphia Story 4 
Country playhouse. 


1 > 
Manila 

Hal Houghton, Par exec, who Is 
on tour of the Far East, given & 
luncheon by Manila theatre OW 
ers. 
Harold Linker, director of Im 
ternational Films, and travelog 
producer, here for a week, enrou 
to Japan. 

Manila. theatre owners have ae 
newed their battle against the = 
government’s projected move ix 
reimpose its 5c surcharge on P 
admission tickets. 

Amateur actors of the pa 
Spanish community successtU,s 
staged Sanchez Bort’s, come 7 
“Las Viudas Alegres” (“The Happy 
Widows”), in St. Tomas U.S au 
torium. 
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| Films” Honors — 
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tic.” and Germany's “Behind 
Bars.” All were well received, with 
the exception of the illogical as- 
pects of “Lagoon” story. France’s 
“Light of Memories” followed on 
Aug. 15. 

Festival Notes 


The Excelsior hotel on the Lido 
in Venice is the meeting place ot 
all the tourists in Venice for the 


{nternational Film Festival. The 
“Petite Revue” offered in the 
night club of the hostelry each 


evening consists of Mary Meade, 
singer here from Hollywood, and 
Ted Grouya, accompanist. Charles 
Beal, colored singer-pianist from 
New York and Hollywood, per- 
forms nightly in the bar and club 
to round out the music for the 
many Americans here. 

Director Anatole Litvak and 
Betsy Blair are here to do per- 
sonal appearances for “Snake Pit.” 

.. David O. Selznick is here with 
his children. His wife, Jennifer 
Jones, is busy making a picture | 


in England. Doris Dowling | 
came up for the weekend from 
Rome. George and Gwynn 
Pickford Ornstein are at the Ex- 


ecelsior.... Gene Van Dee and his 
wife are here from Paris. He is 
an associate of Gerald Mayer of 
the Motion Picture Assn : 
Betsy Furstenburg got away from 
her work in “Women of the Shad- 
ows” at Cine-Citta to come here 
with her mother, the Countess 
Elizabeth Furstenburg. ... Harold 
Roswell, editor of the Police 


Gazette, has been here for a cou-| 
ple weeks and leaves for the Festi- 
val in Cannes soon. Pietro 
Brullio, executive of Scalera Films, 
here for a month. 

Richard Ney is here from Lon- 
don with his wife. ... Nathan D. 
Golden and his wife are doing 
Venice at this time as part of their 
European jaunt. He is chief of the 
Motion Picture Unit of the U. S. 
Dept. of Commerce. Mike | 
Frankovitch and Binnie Barnes | 
spend all their spare time at the 
Casino in Venice. . . . Sidney Sal-| 
kow, who is in Italy to direct “The | 
Dark Road,” came to the Festival 
with actress Janice Paige and her 
husband, Frank Martinelli. 

Peter and Valerie Moore arrived 
this week in time to see “The| 
Elusive Pimpernel,” an _ English | 
entry. ... Marilyn Buford planed | 
to Venice from Rome, having fin- | 
ished work in film, “‘A Night of 
Fame.” Italian actress Mariella 
Lotti, who was featured in Louis 
Hayward’s “Pirates of Capri,” is 
here. Producer of “Capri,” the 
Marchese Nicola Teodele, just re- 
turned from America in time for | 
the Festival. ... Petra Peters, star 
of the German film entry, ‘““Maed- | 
chen Hinter Gitterh” (‘Girls Be- | 
hind the Bars”), is at the Hotel | 
Des Bains. | 

Lucille Marsh, young U. S. 
actress, is in Venice between pic- 
tures in Rome. . . . Mischa Auer. 
flew to Venice for the weekend. 
Frances Auer is visiting in Porto- 
fino... Italian director Giuseppe 
Amato vacationing in Venice be- 
fore starting on an Italian film 
soon. 





Fabian Pitching 
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will be represented on the Series. 
If Baseball Commissioner A. B. 
(“Happy”) Chandler gives his okay, 
consequentiy, Fabian is not ex- 
pected to encounter too much dif- 
ficulty, 

If the Brooklyn Dodgers, now 
battling it out for first place in the 
National League with the St. Louis 
Cardinals, succeed in pinning down 
the NL flag, Fabian would be ex- 
pected to post the SRO signs with 
no trouble at his Brooklyn house. 
American League pennant at this 
time looks like a good bet for the 
N. Y. Yankees. But even if two 
midwestern teams, such as the 
Cards and Cleveland Indians, wind 
Up in the Series, it is believed Fa- 
bian could still do a _ landoffice 
business because of the great pull 
the series has in itself. 

What kind of a deal Fabian could 
Make with the network and spon- 
Sor has not been determined, but 
Soa ery that it would simu- 
Gent at of the Charles-Walcott 
Mebte e he paid a fee for the 
ue len Since the Series will run 
+i sag four games, the possibility 
tag — that he might work out 

roe Ind of a percentage deal 
way he his boxoffice take. Broad- 
Carrj aramount the-‘-e, w’ © ‘i also 

tried the boxing match, may 
i 


agency, 
| pitching Fannie Brice, “Blondie,” 





re 
tie in on the Series with Fabian. 


Latter has purchased an RCA' 
theatre television unit but it won't 
be delivered for at least another 
As a result, the cir- 
cuit chief would be forced to bor- 
row or rent the unit from RCA 
which he used to transmit the 
Since the Series would bea 
potent selling point for RCA in 
| pushing 
|company interest is obvious. 


five months. 


fight. 


large-screen video, 


that 














TV’s Grid Lineup 
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the web fed games to four sta- 
tions. Last year, with American 


Tobacco sponsoring, it picked up 


two games each Saturday, one for 
its own stations end one for Du- 
Mont. This year, it will have the 
mass coverage for the entire east- 
ern network, with Luckies again in 
the sponsor’s seat. WNBT, the 
web’s key N. Y. flagship, will carry 
the most important game each 
week but another of those covered 
by NBC may be fed to a second 
N. Y. station. 


Plan has been worked out by 
Jimmy Dolan, NBC’s assistant 
sports director. While the exact 


schedule is still being worked out, 
the system would work something 
like this: On one Saturday, a Dart- 
mouth game might be carried by 
Providence, a Yale game would be 
fed to Boston and New Haven. an 
Army contest would go to Schen- 
ectady and N. Y. and a Penn game 
would be aired by stations in Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Washington 
and Richmond. The coverage 
would be done by the network and 
not by local stations. 

Of the other webs, DuMont is 
already committed to carry five 
home Notre Dame games, plus an- 
other five top contests, all bank- 
rolled by Chevrolet. 
ABC-TV have not announced defin- 
ite plans yet but it is expected 
that the former will again have the 
Columbia Univ. home games, which 
it carried last year. 











Talent Agencies 
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the giveaways going until the issue | 


is finally settled. 
The talent offices, however, have 


a major problem in substituting 
Major- | 


packages for the giveways. 
ity of giveaways have a maximum 


$8,500 talent and production nut 


for a full-hour and sponsors will 
want a program with the Hooper 


potential of a giveaway at the same | 


price. It’s estimated that a spon- 


sor would have to go to $12,500 or | 


more for a name package. Whether 
bankrollers will be able to’ absorb 


the increase is highly problemati- | 


cal. 
for example, will start 


“Date with Judy’ among others, 
while Music Corp. of America en- 


tertains hopes that buyers will be | 


found for Jack Carson, “Ozzie and 
Harriet,” “Claudia” and, if con- 
ditions warrant, 


sponsored last season by Seaitest. 


BIRTHS 


and Mrs. John 
Hollywood, 





Johnson, 
Aug. 14. 


Mr. 
daughter, 


Father is a film cutter at Republic. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Steve Clark, son, 
Philadelphia, Aug. 8. Father is one 
of the Clark Bros., vaude and 
nitery act. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Marta, son, 
Pasadena, Cal., Aug. 13. Father is 
a cameraman at Republic Pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Spreckles, 
Jr.. son, Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Mother is Kay Williams, who re- 
cently headed a vaude-nitery act 
with the Williams Bros. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Carlyn, 
son, Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. Father is 
a bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Berman, son, 
Chicago, Aug. 12. Father is Chi 
branch manager of Universal-Inter- 


national. 

Maj. and Mrs. John Leonard 
Meakin, son, July 2, Washington, 
1 a Grandfather is Hardie 
Meakin. manager of RKO Keith's, 
and Washington rep of RKO 
studio, as well as onetime VARIETY 
mugg. 


Mr. and Mrs. Irving Gitlin, son, 
New York, Aug. 16. Father is re- 
search head for CBS’ documentary 
unit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Aarons, 
daughter, Newark, N. J., Aug. 20. 
Father is with Warner Bros. pur- 
chasing department there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mario Pappas, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 23. Par- 
ents are ballroom team of Mario 
and Floria. 


CBS-TV and | 


may revive the) 
| AFRA show with Dorothy Lamour, 


| MARRIAGES 


| Joan Wadsworth Douress_ to 
Howard Evanson, Hollywood, Aug. 
13. Bride is a niece of Arthur 
Unger, editor of Datmty VarIeETy; 
he’s traffic manager for’ the 
Clatchy radio-newspaper net. 

Patricia Roc to 
Paris, Aug. 16. Bride is a British 
film actress; he’s a cameraman. 

Noreen Kennedy to Ray Crum- 
mie, Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. Bride is 
a band singer; he’s a musician. 

Vida Aldana to Richard Morley, 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. Bride is a film 
player; he’s a producer 


Viveca Lindfors to Don Siegel, 
Paris, Aug. 11. Bride is Swedish 
film actress: he’s a film director. 

Anne Swain to Hall Overton, 
Riverside, Conn., Aug. 20. He’s a 


member of the Heathertones, vocal 
quartet. 

Jane Eads to Griffing Bancroft 
Jr., Washin; Ay 22. Bride is 
Washington t of Asso- 
ciated Press; CBS news 
commentator. 


columni 


he’s a 
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‘Boundaries’ Ban | 
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because it deals with a Negro asso- 
ciating with white Ac- 
cording to Binford, “it’s a military 
picture and that could happen.” 
Atlanta bam was reported Friday 
19) by Christine Smith, member 
of the censor board in that city, 
who said she was against the film 
“for no particular reason,” De 
Rochemont and Film Ctlassies, 
which is releasing the picture, 
immediately appealed the action to 
the board of trustees of the Atlanta 
Public Library, which can overrule 
the censor. Spokesman for the 
board said that 


soldiers. 


Board spokesman Aubrey Milam 
explained that only three of seven 
members had seen the picture and 
that, because the film involved 
“such a controversial subject,’’ it 
was felt all members should have 
an opportunity to see it. Milam 
emphasized it would be false to as 
sume the film had been finally 
banned until the board made a de- 
cision. 


Both Binford and the Atlanta | 
whether | 


board expressed doubt 
they would have any jurisdiction 
over the film if it appeared on TV. 
In refusing to sell time to de 
Rochemont, Henry Slavick, general 
manager of WMCT, Memphis video 
outlet, declared: “‘We have no con- 
troversy with the Memphis censor 
board and they have none with us. 
I’m not sure I like the idea of hav- 


ing someone use us to fight his bat- | 


tles. De Rochemont’s fight is with 
the censor board. Why should we 
be agitated about it?” 


Producer, meanwhile, hopes to 


SRenieiiiin ‘tee WWiltion Steests get a quick court settlement of the 


ban since the film has been booked 
into several other southern cities. 
He has offered to furnish counsel 
to any exhibitor who wishes to 
fight any censor action, offering to 


provide the services of Judge 
Samuel L. Rosenman on the cuff. 
VarRIETY learned that “Boun- | 


daries’ may play the Crittenden 
theatre in West Memphis, 


As for’ Binford’s okay’ on 
“Brave,” it is believed he resented 
the enthusiasm with which 
“Brave” was greeted in_ the 
southern city. Not only was there 
very liberal patronage at the b.o., 
but there was no trouble in the 
way of pickets, fights or anything 
else. If Bamford had expected to 
demonstrate by his okay on 
“Brave” that showing of racial pix 
below the Mason & Dixen line was 
impractical, he failed. “Brave” 
has also done well in other south- 
ern cities. “Boundaries” is just 
about te start cracking the terri- 
tory. 

Binford’s action in  okaying 
“Brave” in the first place was a 
surprise since he had gone so far 
as to previously ban an “Our Gang” 


comedy because it showed white 
and colored children playing to- 
gether. A test case on this ban, 


brought by United Artists and the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
is now pending in the Tennessee 
supreme court. It had been 
thought that Binford’s approval of 
“Brave” was to knock the props 
out from under this suit and thus 
prevent a test of his authority that 
might carry all the way to the U. S. 
Supreme Court. “Boundary” nix, 
however, would appear to elimin- 
ate that theory. 


Mc- & 


Andre Thomas, 


a final decision is | 
unlikely for 10 days or two weeks. | 


Ark., | 
which is only 10 miles from down- 
‘town Memphis. 


OBITUARIES 


CHARLES 


FELTMAN 
Charles Feltman, 78. former 
owner of the Coney Island eatery 
bearing his name, died in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., Aug. 22. With the death 
of his father in 1910, Feldman and 
his brother Alfred took over opera- 
tion of the famed restaurant. which 
was established in 1871. The broth- 


ers continued as proprietors until 
their retirement three vears ago 
when they sold out 

Feltman was also ot f the 
founders of the Coney | nd Mardi 
Gras, held in September to mark 
the end of the resort's ison. It 
will not be held this ve 

Survived by wite, so! O 
ters and a brothe: 

GEORGE PARSONS 

George Parsons, forn Broad- 
way actor and later a prohibition 
agent in Albany, died Aug. 19 at 
his home in Nas Lake, N. ¥ 

Assistant chief of the Albany 
Prohibition office for sometime, 


Parsons moved trom that city to 


Nassau Lake 15 vears ago after the 
repeal of prohibition 

Prior to his appointment to the 
federal post, Parsons had appeared 


Charles B. Dillingham 


August 30, 1934 


‘GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN’ 
R. H. B. 








with George M. Cohan in a number 
of the latter’s productions. Sur 
vived by wife and two sons, 
PAUL MARES 
Paul Mares, 49, jazz musician, 
died in Chicago, Aug. 18. Mares 
came from New Orleans in 1920s 


and became a member of the orig- 
inal New Orleans Rhythm Kings, 
and later played with George 
|Brunis, Bix Beiderbecke, Bud 
Freeman, Benny Goodman and 
other jazz names. In 1938 he 
opened a restaurant in the Loop, 
| which became a hangout for mu- 
| sicians when playing Chicago. 

| Survived by wife and a son. 


CARLOS SANTOS 
Carlos Santos, 77, veteran Portu- 


guese actor died in Lisbon, Aug 
11. A protege of King Luis and 
King Carlos of Portugal, he 


studied at Lisbon University and 
then entered the Portuguese Navy 
After hitch there he decided upon 
!a theatrical career, and had been 
|a leading player with the National 
| Theatre for many years. 

In 1918 he became Professor of 
Elocution at the Lisbon Conserva- 
_ toir and retired 10 years ago. 
| ——___ 

RUTH PEASE JOHNSTON 

| Ruth Pease Johnston, 73, former 
| concert singer, died Aug. 18 in 
'Toronto. Daughter of Dr. Fred- 
erick Pease, erstwhile conductor 
of the Detroit Symphony, she was 
educated in Europe, sang with the 
Munich Opera Co. and then re- 
turned to America for concert 
work. 

Survived by two sons and two 
daughters. 


EMILIO SAGI-BARBA 
Emilio Sagi-Barba, 80, retired 
baritone, died in Alicante. Spain, 
August 6. He retired in 1932 after 
a long career in Spanish zarzuelas 


in his native country and South, 
soubret | 


America with his wife, 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


ARTHUR A. ROSE 


Who died August 26th, 


1947 
in Hollywood 
TO KNOW HIM WAS TO LOVE HIM 


The Family 





Luisa Vela, who died some years 
ago. 

He leaves four sons of whom is 
Luis Sagi-V7la, baritone with the 
Colon Opera Co. 


CURTIS M. WILKINSON 


Curtis M. Wilkinson, 67, musi 
cian, died in Laconia Hospital, 
Laconia, N. H., Aug. 13. He had 


played with leading orchestras in 
Boston, Chicago and on the Coast, 
and for the past several years had 
been musical instructor in the 
public schools of Concord, N. H. 

Survived by wife and a daugh- 
ter. 

LEO W. BARCLAY 

Leo W. Barclay, 56, former film 
pressagent, died Aug. 19 in Los 
Angeles, following a surgical op- 
eration. 

He went to Hollywood in 1922 
as exploitation director for Samuel 
Goldwyn. Previous to that he was 





a newspaper reporter and _ ad- 
publicity manager for theatres in 
the east. 





MRS. KATIE DANGLER 
Mrs. Katie Dangler, 62. stylist 
who had created costumes and hais 
for George M. Cohan musicals, 
died Aug. 20 in Saratoga Springs, 

N. Y. of coronary thrombosis 
Her only survivor is a son, David, 


of Saratoga Springs, transi sion 
engineer at WSNY, Schenectad) 
FERNANDEZ PALOMERO 

Manuel Fernandez Palomero 
playwright and composer, die¢ 
Madrid, Aug. 7 

For the past 20 ye . 
head of the Musical De) ( 
Spanish Assn. of Authors and 


Composers. 


*HAZEL MACK 

Mrs. John Norel, 58, } 
fessionally as Hazel Mack, died in 
New York, Aug. 17. She had been 
a dancer in burlesque and vauck 

ville 
Survived by 

ons, 


husband nd two 


VINCENT BRUNO 

Vincent Bruno, 46, former Brook 
lyn nabe theatre operato lied in 
Brooklyn, Aug. 21 At th Ime of 
his death he was owner o ! 
ot restaurants 

Wife and father survive 
CARLOS CARRIEDO GALVAN 

Carlos Carriedo Galvan, 59. gen 
eral manager of Producciones 
Mexico and noted lawyer died Aug 
19 after a heart attack in Mexico 
City. Wife and three child 
vive. 


ALEXANDROWNA WALTER 

Alexandrowna Roberta Walter. 
60, circus performer, died in Lis 
bon, Aug. 12. 

She was the daughter of a clown 
known as “Little Walter” and wife 
of George Walter, also a clown. 

FRED HUSSON 
Fred Husson, 38, owner of the 


Wilmington theatre, Wilmington, 
Mass., died in Lowell, Mass., 


| Aug. 16. 

| | KERMIT (KEN) LYONS 
Kermit (Ken) Lyons, writer on 

several top east coast radio shows, 


IN MEMORIAM 


SAM RACHMAN 


(August 5, 1935) 
S. Rachman 


Mrs. 
and daughter Kitty 





died in his sleep Monday night (22) 
at his Brooklyn, N. Y., home. 

Details in Radio section. 

Mrs. Bessie Norton’ Ritchey, 
Mother of Monogram _Interna- 
tional’s president, Norton V. Rit- 
chey, died Aug. 21 at Martha's 
Vineyard, Mass. Widow of the late 
James V. Ritchey, film pioneer, she 
is also survived by another son, 
James V., a second veepee of the 
_ Chase National Bank. 

— — 

Lillian Thompson (Mrs. George 
Fisher), head of the Still Depart- 
ment in New York for Universal 
Pictures, died in Jersey City Aug 
22. She had been with Universal 
since 1930. 


Father, 67, of Robert Lantz, New 
York artists representative, long- 
time stationed in London, died 
Aug. 18 in London as result of 
surgery for a stomach ailment. 

Patrick Delanhunty, 70, owner 
of New Cinema, Thurles, Ireland 
and director of Thurles Greyhound 
Racing Track, died in Dublin, Aug. 
12. 





Mother, 81, of A. M. Blumberg, 
Brooks Costume Co. exec, died in 
New York, Aug. 17. Three daugh- 


ters and another son survive. 


Bernard A. Schleeter, 61. man- 
ager of the Liberty Theatre, 
Alexandria, Ind., died there Aug. 


Louis B. Ipp, 58, projectionist at 
the Paramount, Youngstown, O., 
for 25 years, died in that city Aug. 
18. 





Robert S. Crandall, 81, pioneer 
motion picture camerman, died 
Aug. 16 in Hollywood. 

Grandmother, 86, of Irving Cum- 
mings, Jr., RKO producer, died 
Aug. 16 in Hollywood. 


Ethel Beach, 43, chief shopper 
for RKO’s wardrobe department, 
died Aug. 17 in Hollywood, 
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THE ENTIRE INDUSTRY IS BEHIND IT! 


_-e® ee 6 @ The “Theatre Ouners of America « ee e e 
THROUGH GAEL SULLIVAN... 
2 “The sillicd States pbssociation ; 
of Motion Picture Exhibitors | 


THROUGH WILLIAM lL. AINSWORTH... ° 
have pledged their organizations’ wholehearted support! 









For any further information or assistance, communicate with 


your Local Chairman or National Screen Service manager. 


. under the leadership of Abe Montague, 

Columbia Pictures Vice-President and General 
Sales Manager, has mobilized combined Distributor sales 
organizations to solicit your pledge and obtain your play 
date. 7 


are working with Distributors and local thea- 
tre organizations to further this great cause. 


has been designated by the 
Motion Picture Industry to 
handle physical distribution for the film. 


nanionat.\ C727 SERVICE 


PRIZE BABY OF THE DUSTRY 


Wednesday, August 24, 1949 
ee 











